2007 ford explorer issues

2007 ford explorer issues have been a concern for many owners and prospective buyers due to the
vehicle’s mixed reputation regarding reliability and performance. This midsize SUV, popular for its
spacious interior and off-road capability, has shown a range of common mechanical and electrical
problems that affect its overall durability. Understanding these issues is crucial for maintenance
planning and avoiding costly repairs. From engine troubles to transmission failures and electrical
glitches, the 2007 Ford Explorer has several known problem areas that can impact driving safety and
comfort. This article will provide a detailed overview of the most frequent 2007 Ford Explorer issues,
their symptoms, causes, and potential resolutions. The insights shared will help owners identify

warning signs early and manage the vehicle more effectively.
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Common Engine and Transmission Problems

One of the most reported 2007 Ford Explorer issues involves the engine and transmission, which are
critical for vehicle performance and reliability. Owners have experienced various symptoms that

indicate underlying mechanical problems, often requiring professional diagnosis and repair.



Engine Stalling and Misfires

Engine stalling is a frequent complaint among 2007 Ford Explorer drivers. This issue may occur due to
faulty ignition coils, fuel system problems, or worn spark plugs. Misfires can lead to rough idling,

reduced power, and increased fuel consumption, which directly affect driving safety and efficiency.

Transmission Failure and Slipping

The transmission system in the 2007 Ford Explorer has been reported to slip or fail, particularly in
models with higher mileage. Transmission slipping can manifest as delayed shifting, harsh gear
changes, or a complete loss of drive. These symptoms often stem from worn clutch packs, valve body

issues, or transmission fluid leaks.

Common Engine and Transmission Problems Summary

Engine stalling caused by ignition or fuel system faults

Misfires due to spark plug or coil failures

Transmission slipping and delayed gear shifts

Potential transmission fluid leaks and overheating

Electrical System Issues

Electrical problems are another major category among 2007 Ford Explorer issues. These can affect
various vehicle functions, including lighting, dashboard indicators, and power accessories, leading to

inconvenience and safety concerns.



Faulty Instrument Cluster

Some 2007 Ford Explorer vehicles experience issues with the instrument cluster, such as flickering
gauges, inaccurate speedometer readings, or complete failure of the display. These problems are often

linked to faulty circuit boards or poor electrical connections within the cluster.

Power Window and Door Lock Malfunctions

Power windows and door locks are prone to failure due to defective switches, wiring problems, or
broken motors. These malfunctions can cause windows to become stuck or locks to stop responding,

reducing convenience and security for vehicle occupants.

Battery Drain and Alternator Problems

Owners have reported unexpected battery drainage and alternator failures, which can lead to vehicle
starting difficulties and electrical system shutdowns. These issues typically arise from worn alternator

components or parasitic electrical draws within the vehicle.

Suspension and Steering Concerns

The 2007 Ford Explorer’s suspension and steering systems have shown vulnerabilities that affect
handling and ride comfort. Addressing these problems promptly is essential for maintaining vehicle

stability and safety on the road.

Worn Ball Joints and Control Arms

Ball joints and control arms in the suspension system may wear prematurely, causing clunking noises,
uneven tire wear, and poor steering response. These components are critical for proper wheel

alignment and suspension geometry.



Power Steering Fluid Leaks

Leaks in the power steering system can result in reduced steering assist, making the vehicle harder to
maneuver. Common leak points include the power steering pump, hoses, and rack and pinion

assembly.

Suspension and Steering Issues Summary

Premature wear of ball joints and control arms

Clunking sounds during driving and steering

Power steering fluid leaks leading to steering difficulty

Uneven tire wear and reduced vehicle stability

Safety Recalls and Known Defects

The 2007 Ford Explorer has been subject to several safety recalls addressing critical defects.
Awareness of these recalls is vital for owners to ensure their vehicles meet safety standards and to

avoid hazardous situations.

Airbag Inflator Recall

One significant recall involved faulty airbag inflators that could rupture during deployment, posing
serious injury risks. Ford issued repairs and replacements for affected vehicles to address this life-

threatening defect.



Transfer Case and Transmission Recall

Certain models faced recalls related to transfer case issues that could cause unexpected vehicle
movement or transmission problems. These recalls mandated inspection and necessary repairs to

prevent accidents.

Recall Awareness and Compliance

Staying informed about recalls and promptly servicing the vehicle at authorized dealerships helps
mitigate many 2007 Ford Explorer issues related to safety defects. Owners should check for recalls

regularly and act accordingly.

Maintenance Tips to Mitigate Issues

Proper maintenance can significantly reduce the impact of common 2007 Ford Explorer issues and
extend the SUV’s lifespan. Regular inspections and timely repairs help avoid major breakdowns and

keep the vehicle operating smoothly.

Routine Engine and Transmission Care

Regular oil changes, transmission fluid checks, and timely replacement of spark plugs and filters are
essential to prevent engine and transmission failures. Monitoring fluid levels and addressing leaks

early can prevent costly repairs.

Electrical System Checks

Periodic inspection of battery health, wiring connections, and electrical components helps avoid
unexpected failures. Keeping the instrument cluster and power accessories in working order ensures

vehicle safety and convenience.



Suspension and Steering Maintenance

Regularly checking suspension parts for wear, lubricating joints, and addressing power steering fluid
leaks maintain ride quality and handling. Timely tire rotations and alignments also help in preserving

suspension integrity.

Maintenance Checklist for 2007 Ford Explorer

¢ Change engine oil and transmission fluid at recommended intervals
¢ Inspect and replace spark plugs and ignition coils as needed

e Test battery and alternator performance regularly

¢ Check suspension components for wear and damage

¢ Monitor power steering fluid level and repair leaks promptly

o Stay updated on safety recalls and complete repairs

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the common transmission problems in the 2007 Ford
Explorer?

The 2007 Ford Explorer is known to have transmission issues such as rough shifting, delayed

engagement, and transmission slipping, often caused by faulty solenoids or worn internal components.



Why does the 2007 Ford Explorer experience excessive oil
consumption?

Excessive oil consumption in the 2007 Ford Explorer can be due to worn piston rings, valve seals, or

PCV valve malfunctions, leading to increased oil burning and the need for frequent top-ups.

Are there any known problems with the 2007 Ford Explorer's rear
suspension?

Yes, owners have reported issues with the rear suspension, including worn bushings and broken leaf

springs, which can cause a rough ride and uneven tire wear.

What electrical issues are common in the 2007 Ford Explorer?

Common electrical problems include malfunctioning power windows, faulty door lock actuators, and

issues with the instrument cluster, often related to wiring problems or failed components.

Does the 2007 Ford Explorer have problems with its cooling system?

Some 2007 Ford Explorers experience cooling system issues such as radiator leaks, thermostat

failures, and water pump problems, which can lead to engine overheating if not addressed.

What causes the check engine light to come on frequently in the

2007 Ford Explorer?

Frequent check engine light alerts can be caused by faulty oxygen sensors, mass airflow sensor

issues, or ignition system problems like worn spark plugs or coils.

Are there any recalls or safety issues associated with the 2007 Ford
Explorer?

The 2007 Ford Explorer has had recalls related to the airbag system and fuel system to address



potential safety hazards. It's important to check with the NHTSA or Ford for specific recall information.

Additional Resources

1. Common Problems and Repairs for the 2007 Ford Explorer

This book offers a comprehensive guide to diagnosing and fixing frequent issues encountered by 2007
Ford Explorer owners. It covers engine troubles, transmission glitches, electrical system faults, and
suspension problems. Detailed step-by-step instructions and troubleshooting tips help readers perform

repairs themselves or better communicate with mechanics.

2. 2007 Ford Explorer Maintenance and Troubleshooting Manual

Designed for both new and experienced Ford Explorer owners, this manual outlines essential
maintenance schedules and troubleshooting techniques. It includes detailed diagrams and explanations
of common 2007 model-specific issues such as overheating, brake wear, and sensor failures. The

book aims to extend the life of the vehicle through proper care and timely repairs.

3. How to Fix Electrical Issues in the 2007 Ford Explorer

This focused guide addresses the electrical system problems frequently reported in the 2007 Ford
Explorer. Readers will learn about diagnosing faulty wiring, blown fuses, malfunctioning sensors, and
lighting issues. The book provides practical solutions and safety precautions for tackling electrical

repairs effectively.

4. Transmission Troubles in the 2007 Ford Explorer: Causes and Solutions

This book delves into the transmission challenges faced by many 2007 Ford Explorer models, such as
slipping gears and delayed shifting. It explains the mechanical and electronic components involved and
offers repair advice ranging from DIY fixes to professional interventions. Readers gain insight into

maintaining transmission health and avoiding costly replacements.

5. Engine Performance Problems in the 2007 Ford Explorer
Focusing on engine-related issues, this book guides owners through identifying and resolving problems

like misfires, rough idling, and power loss. It covers common causes including fuel system



malfunctions, ignition faults, and sensor errors. Maintenance tips and repair instructions help ensure

optimal engine performance and reliability.

6. Suspension and Steering Issues in the 2007 Ford Explorer

This resource explores the suspension and steering problems often reported by 2007 Ford Explorer
drivers, such as uneven tire wear, noise, and handling difficulties. It explains the components involved,
including shocks, struts, and steering linkage, and provides guidance on inspections, repairs, and

replacements to restore vehicle stability and comfort.

7. Recall and Safety Concerns for the 2007 Ford Explorer

This book compiles information about recalls and safety issues that have affected the 2007 Ford
Explorer. It details the nature of recalls, the risks involved, and the steps owners should take to
address them. The book also discusses preventative measures to enhance overall vehicle safety and

compliance with manufacturer recommendations.

8. Ford Explorer 2007: Owner’s Guide to Troubleshooting and Repairs

An all-encompassing manual, this book serves as a practical reference for 2007 Ford Explorer owners
encountering various mechanical and electrical problems. It includes easy-to-understand diagnostic
charts, repair tips, and maintenance advice aimed at keeping the vehicle in good working condition.

The guide is tailored to help owners save money and avoid unnecessary trips to the mechanic.

9. Diagnosing Fuel System Issues in the 2007 Ford Explorer

This book focuses on common fuel system problems in the 2007 Ford Explorer, such as poor fuel
economy, stalling, and hard starts. It explains how to inspect and repair components like fuel pumps,
filters, and injectors. The guide emphasizes safety and proper techniques to ensure efficient fuel

delivery and engine performance.
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