
aapc cpc exam breakdown

aapc cpc exam breakdown provides an essential guide for medical coders
preparing to achieve the Certified Professional Coder (CPC) credential
through the American Academy of Professional Coders (AAPC). Understanding the
structure and content of the exam is crucial for success, as the CPC exam
tests knowledge across a wide range of medical coding topics including
anatomy, medical terminology, coding guidelines, and more. This article
offers a comprehensive examination of the different sections of the CPC exam,
the number of questions, time allocation, and the scoring criteria.
Additionally, it highlights key strategies and study tips to help candidates
effectively prepare. By delving into the specifics of each exam component,
candidates can develop a focused study plan and increase their chances of
obtaining certification. The following sections will explore the exam format,
content areas, question types, and preparation resources in detail.

Overview of the AAPC CPC Exam Structure

Detailed Content Areas and Question Distribution

Exam Timing and Scoring Criteria

Types of Questions and Exam Format

Preparation Strategies and Study Resources

Overview of the AAPC CPC Exam Structure

The AAPC CPC exam is a comprehensive assessment designed to evaluate a
candidate’s proficiency in medical coding for physician services. The exam is
administered in a paper-and-pencil format, emphasizing the practical
application of coding knowledge. It consists of 150 multiple-choice questions
that cover a broad spectrum of coding topics relevant to outpatient and
office-based physician services. The exam is timed, with candidates allotted
five hours and forty minutes to complete all questions. This structure
demands both accuracy and efficiency from test takers. Understanding the
overall framework of the exam is the first step in mastering the aapc cpc
exam breakdown.

Exam Format and Administration

The CPC exam is delivered at authorized testing centers nationwide, ensuring
a standardized testing environment. The paper-based format requires examinees
to work with physical coding manuals, including the CPT, ICD-10-CM, and HCPCS
Level II code books, which are provided during the test. This format
simulates real-world coding scenarios where coders rely on reference
materials to assign accurate codes. The exam’s design reinforces practical
skills, making familiarity with coding manuals an important part of
preparation.



Eligibility and Registration

To sit for the CPC exam, candidates should meet eligibility requirements set
by the AAPC, including having relevant medical coding experience or
completion of an approved training program. Registration is completed online,
and candidates must select their preferred testing location. Once registered,
candidates receive confirmation with exam details and guidelines. Proper
planning for registration and understanding exam logistics contribute to a
smooth testing experience.

Detailed Content Areas and Question
Distribution

The aapc cpc exam breakdown includes a comprehensive content outline that
details the distribution of questions across key medical coding categories.
The exam evaluates knowledge in anatomy, medical terminology, coding
conventions, and specific coding systems such as CPT, ICD-10-CM, and HCPCS
Level II. Each content area carries a specific weight, reflecting its
importance in professional coding practice. Understanding this distribution
helps candidates prioritize study efforts and allocate time accordingly.

Anatomy and Medical Terminology

This section tests the candidate’s understanding of human anatomy and medical
terminology, which are foundational for accurate code assignment. Questions
focus on body systems, medical procedures, and terminology related to
physician services. Mastery of this area is essential, as it supports
comprehension of coding guidelines and documentation requirements.

CPT Coding

CPT (Current Procedural Terminology) coding forms the largest portion of the
CPC exam. Candidates are tested on the correct use of CPT codes for various
medical procedures and services, including evaluation and management,
surgery, radiology, pathology, and medicine. Questions assess the ability to
interpret physician documentation and apply CPT coding rules accurately.

ICD-10-CM Coding

ICD-10-CM (International Classification of Diseases, 10th Revision, Clinical
Modification) coding questions focus on diagnosis coding. Candidates must
demonstrate proficiency in locating appropriate codes based on medical
documentation and applying coding conventions. This section ensures the coder
can accurately represent patient diagnoses in medical records.

HCPCS Level II Coding

HCPCS (Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System) Level II coding covers
supplies, equipment, and certain services not included in CPT. The exam
includes questions on the correct application of HCPCS codes, especially for
durable medical equipment and injectable drugs. Knowledge of this coding



system complements CPT and ICD-10-CM proficiency.

Coding Guidelines and Compliance

Questions in this category assess understanding of coding guidelines,
compliance standards, and ethical coding practices. Candidates must apply
official coding rules, payer policies, and documentation requirements to
ensure proper code selection and billing integrity.

Question Distribution Summary

Anatomy and Medical Terminology: Approximately 15-20%

CPT Coding: Approximately 50-55%

ICD-10-CM Coding: Approximately 20-25%

HCPCS Level II Coding: Approximately 5-10%

Coding Guidelines and Compliance: Included throughout various sections

Exam Timing and Scoring Criteria

The aapc cpc exam breakdown includes a strict timing structure and a clear
scoring methodology. Candidates are given five hours and forty minutes to
complete all 150 questions. This time frame allows for detailed analysis of
documentation and coding manuals but requires disciplined time management.
Understanding the timing and scoring helps candidates develop strategies to
maximize performance on exam day.

Time Allocation

With nearly six hours available, candidates should pace themselves to avoid
spending excessive time on any single question. A recommended approach is to
allocate approximately two minutes per question, leaving additional time at
the end for review. Efficient use of time is crucial, especially given the
complexity of some coding scenarios.

Scoring and Passing Requirements

The CPC exam is scored on a scale of 0 to 100 percent. To pass, candidates
must achieve a minimum score of 70 percent. Partial credit is not awarded, as
each question is multiple-choice with one correct answer. The exam results
are typically available within a few weeks after testing. Achieving a passing
score demonstrates a coder’s readiness to perform professional coding tasks
in a healthcare setting.



Types of Questions and Exam Format

Understanding the types of questions on the CPC exam is a critical component
of the aapc cpc exam breakdown. The exam primarily consists of multiple-
choice questions that simulate real coding challenges. Each question requires
the candidate to analyze medical documentation and select the most
appropriate code or answer based on official coding guidelines and manuals.

Multiple-Choice Questions

Each question presents a clinical scenario followed by several answer
choices. Candidates must use their coding knowledge and reference materials
to identify the correct CPT, ICD-10-CM, or HCPCS code. Some questions test
knowledge of coding rules and guidelines without requiring code selection.
The multiple-choice format assesses both factual knowledge and practical
coding ability.

Use of Coding Manuals

During the exam, candidates have access to the official CPT, ICD-10-CM, and
HCPCS Level II manuals. Proficiency in navigating these manuals is essential
for timely and accurate answers. Candidates should practice manual usage
extensively during preparation to improve speed and confidence.

Question Complexity

Questions vary in complexity, ranging from straightforward code
identification to multi-step coding scenarios involving modifiers, bundled
services, and billing compliance. The exam challenges candidates to apply
critical thinking and coding expertise in realistic situations.

Preparation Strategies and Study Resources

Effective preparation is vital for success in the aapc cpc exam breakdown.
Candidates should adopt a structured study plan that addresses all content
areas, emphasizes manual proficiency, and includes practice exams. Utilizing
various study resources can enhance understanding and build confidence.

Study Plan Development

A well-organized study plan breaks down topics into manageable sections,
allowing for consistent progress. Candidates should allocate extra time to
weaker areas identified through self-assessment or practice tests. Regular
review of anatomy, medical terminology, and coding guidelines reinforces
foundational knowledge.

Practice Exams and Simulations

Taking full-length practice exams simulates the actual testing experience,



helping candidates develop time management skills and identify knowledge
gaps. Review of practice test results guides targeted study and improves exam
readiness.

Official Coding Manuals and Resources

Familiarity with the latest editions of CPT, ICD-10-CM, and HCPCS manuals is
essential. Candidates should use official AAPC study guides and coding
workbooks to deepen understanding. Online courses, webinars, and coding
forums also provide valuable insights and support.

Key Tips for Exam Day

Arrive early to the testing center to reduce stress.

Bring required identification and allowed coding manuals.

Manage time carefully, pacing through questions systematically.

Use the process of elimination on difficult questions.

Review marked questions if time permits.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the AAPC CPC exam breakdown?

The AAPC CPC (Certified Professional Coder) exam breakdown consists of 150
multiple-choice questions covering various coding and billing topics,
including Medical Coding, CPT, ICD-10-CM, HCPCS Level II, and compliance
guidelines.

How is the AAPC CPC exam structured by content areas?

The exam is divided into sections such as Surgery, Radiology, Evaluation and
Management, Anesthesia, Pathology and Laboratory, Medicine, and HCPCS Level
II, with each section containing a specific number of questions proportional
to real-world coding scenarios.

How much time is allotted for the AAPC CPC exam?

Candidates are given 5 hours and 40 minutes to complete the 150-question CPC
exam, which allows an average of just over 2 minutes per question.

What percentage of the AAPC CPC exam is focused on
ICD-10-CM coding?

Approximately 20-25% of the CPC exam questions focus on ICD-10-CM diagnosis
coding, testing the candidate's ability to accurately assign diagnosis codes



based on medical documentation.

Are coding guidelines and compliance tested in the
CPC exam breakdown?

Yes, the CPC exam includes questions on official coding guidelines, medical
ethics, compliance, and regulatory requirements to ensure coders understand
the rules and standards in medical coding.

Does the AAPC CPC exam include questions on HCPCS
Level II codes?

Yes, the exam includes HCPCS Level II codes, which cover supplies, equipment,
and non-physician services, typically comprising about 10% of the exam
questions.

How should candidates prepare based on the AAPC CPC
exam breakdown?

Candidates should focus their study on the exam content areas proportionally,
practice timed coding scenarios, review official coding guidelines, and
utilize practice exams that reflect the CPC exam breakdown for effective
preparation.

Additional Resources
1. CPC Exam Preparation: A Comprehensive Breakdown
This book offers a detailed breakdown of the AAPC CPC exam, covering every
section and question type you are likely to encounter. It includes strategies
for understanding medical coding guidelines and tips for managing your exam
time effectively. With practice questions and answer explanations, this guide
helps build confidence and mastery.

2. Mastering the AAPC CPC Exam: Step-by-Step Breakdown and Study Guide
Focused on the structure of the CPC exam, this guide breaks down each domain
with clear explanations and coding scenarios. It emphasizes critical areas
such as medical terminology, anatomy, and procedural coding. Readers will
find practice tests and review charts to reinforce learning.

3. Decoding the CPC Exam: An In-Depth Analysis and Study Companion
This resource dives deep into the CPC exam's format, providing a section-by-
section analysis with tips on how to approach difficult questions. The book
includes case studies and coding examples from real-world medical records,
making it practical for exam takers. It also discusses common pitfalls and
how to avoid them.

4. CPC Exam Breakdown and Practice Questions
Designed as a quick reference and practice tool, this book breaks down the
CPC exam content outline and pairs each section with targeted practice
questions. It helps learners identify strengths and weaknesses for focused
study sessions. Detailed answer explanations support comprehension and
retention.

5. The Ultimate Guide to the AAPC CPC Exam: Content Breakdown and Review
This guide offers a thorough review of the CPC exam domains, including



guidelines for CPT, ICD-10-CM, and HCPCS coding. It provides checklists and
summary tables for each topic to facilitate quick review. The book also
presents test-taking strategies to help reduce exam anxiety.

6. Preparing for the CPC Exam: A Breakdown of Key Concepts and Codes
Emphasizing clarity and simplicity, this book breaks down complex coding
concepts and exam sections into manageable parts. It covers the most
frequently tested areas and includes mnemonic devices to aid memory. Practice
exercises enable learners to apply coding rules effectively under exam
conditions.

7. CPC Exam Success: Detailed Breakdown and Coding Practice
This title combines a detailed explanation of the CPC exam format with
numerous coding exercises designed to mimic the actual exam. It highlights
the importance of accurate code selection and documentation review. The book
also includes tips for time management and stress reduction during the test.

8. AAPC CPC Exam Breakdown: Your Path to Certification
Focused on guiding candidates through the certification process, this book
breaks down the CPC exam content into easy-to-understand segments. It offers
insight into exam scoring and provides practice questions with rationales.
Readers will find tools to track progress and build exam readiness.

9. Code with Confidence: Breaking Down the AAPC CPC Exam
This practical study guide breaks down the exam’s domains and coding
guidelines with real-life examples and coding scenarios. It emphasizes
critical thinking and application over memorization. Additionally, it
includes review quizzes and tips to boost confidence and exam performance.
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