
atlanta falcons history timeline
atlanta falcons history timeline presents a comprehensive overview of one of the
National Football League’s prominent franchises. Established in the 1960s, the Atlanta
Falcons have experienced a rich and varied journey through the decades, marked by
notable achievements, challenges, and evolutions. This detailed timeline highlights key
moments from the franchise’s inception, early struggles, breakthrough seasons, and
recent developments. Tracking the team’s history offers valuable insights into its growth,
fan base, and impact within professional football. This article serves as an authoritative
resource for understanding the Falcons' legacy, tracing their path from a fledgling
expansion team to a competitive force in the NFL. Below is the structured outline of this
extensive atlanta falcons history timeline.

Establishment and Early Years (1965–1979)

Rise and Playoff Appearances (1980–1999)

New Millennium and Franchise Highs (2000–2010)

Recent Era and Super Bowl Appearance (2011–Present)

Establishment and Early Years (1965–1979)
The atlanta falcons history timeline begins with the franchise’s establishment as an
expansion team in 1965. The NFL awarded the city of Atlanta a franchise to begin play in
the 1966 season. The Falcons became the first NFL team based in the Deep South,
marking a significant expansion of professional football into new regions.

Franchise Formation and Inaugural Season
The Atlanta Falcons were officially founded on June 30, 1965, with Rankin Smith Sr. as the
team’s owner. The team’s name was chosen through a fan contest, symbolizing speed and
agility. The Falcons played their inaugural game in 1966, finishing their first season with a
3–11 record. Despite the challenging start, this period laid the foundation for the team’s
identity and fan engagement.

Struggles and Growing Pains
Throughout the late 1960s and 1970s, the Falcons experienced a series of difficult
seasons. The team often finished with losing records, navigating coaching changes and
roster adjustments. However, the 1977 season marked a turning point with the Falcons
making their first playoff appearance. This breakthrough was a milestone in the early
chapters of the atlanta falcons history timeline.



1966: Franchise awarded and inaugural season begins

1966–1976: Mostly losing seasons and organizational development

1977: First playoff berth with a 7–7 record

Late 1970s: Introduction of key players and improved competitiveness

Rise and Playoff Appearances (1980–1999)
The atlanta falcons history timeline continued into the 1980s and 1990s with periods of
growth and increased competitiveness. This era saw the Falcons solidify their presence in
the NFL, making multiple playoff appearances and producing standout players who left a
lasting impact on the franchise.

Playoff Runs and Team Development
During the 1980s, the Falcons made several playoff appearances, including notable
seasons like 1980 and 1982. Despite consistent efforts, the team struggled to advance
deep into the postseason. The 1990s brought renewed hope with improved draft picks and
coaching strategies, highlighted by the acquisition of star players that energized the
roster and fan base.

Notable Players and Coaches
This period featured several influential figures, such as quarterback Chris Miller and
running back Jamal Anderson. Coaches like Dan Reeves, who took over in 1997, played a
pivotal role in shaping the team’s competitive edge. Reeves’ leadership led to one of the
franchise’s best seasons in 1998, signaling the Falcons’ ascent as a playoff contender.

1980s: Multiple playoff appearances, including 1980 and 1982 seasons

1991: Drafting of key players that shaped the team’s future

1997–2003: Dan Reeves’ coaching tenure revitalizes the franchise

1998: NFC Championship Game appearance, marking a franchise milestone



New Millennium and Franchise Highs
(2000–2010)
The atlanta falcons history timeline in the 2000s reflects a decade of highs and lows, with
dramatic shifts in performance and organizational changes. This period saw the Falcons
achieve significant success, including division titles and playoff runs, as well as challenges
that tested the team’s resilience.

Successes and Division Titles
In the early 2000s, the Falcons captured the NFC West division title in 2004, under head
coach Jim Mora. Quarterback Michael Vick became a central figure during this era, known
for his dynamic playing style and electrifying performances. The team’s achievements in
this decade strengthened its reputation and fan loyalty.

Challenges and Rebuilding Phases
The mid-to-late 2000s brought setbacks, including off-field controversies and injuries that
affected team performance. Following the departure of key players, the Falcons
underwent rebuilding phases, focusing on drafting young talent and restructuring the
coaching staff to regain competitive status.

2002: Drafting of quarterback Michael Vick

2004: NFC West division champions

Mid-2000s: Period of rebuilding due to injuries and controversies

2008–2010: Coaching changes and roster adjustments to restore competitiveness

Recent Era and Super Bowl Appearance
(2011–Present)
The most recent chapter in the atlanta falcons history timeline is highlighted by a
resurgence leading to the team’s first Super Bowl appearance. This period is
characterized by strong leadership, strategic drafting, and memorable playoff
performances that elevated the franchise’s status.

Rise Under New Leadership
Starting in 2012, the Falcons hired head coach Mike Smith, who implemented a



disciplined approach that resulted in playoff qualifications. Later, under the guidance of
head coach Dan Quinn, the team’s defense improved significantly, while quarterback Matt
Ryan emerged as a franchise cornerstone known for his consistency and leadership.

Super Bowl LI and Impact
The pinnacle of this era was the Falcons’ appearance in Super Bowl LI in February 2017.
After a dominant regular season and playoff run, Atlanta faced the New England Patriots
in a highly competitive game. Despite a historic comeback by the Patriots, the Falcons’
Super Bowl run remains a landmark achievement in the franchise’s history.

Continued Growth and Future Prospects
Following the Super Bowl appearance, the Falcons have focused on rebuilding and
maintaining a competitive roster. Recent seasons have involved strategic draft picks,
coaching changes, and efforts to return to postseason contention, reflecting the ongoing
evolution of the team within the NFL landscape.

2011: Hiring of head coach Mike Smith

2012–2016: Consistent playoff appearances and division titles

2017: Super Bowl LI appearance against the New England Patriots

Post-2017: Rebuilding efforts and roster development

Frequently Asked Questions

When were the Atlanta Falcons established?
The Atlanta Falcons were established in 1965 as an expansion team in the National
Football League (NFL).

What was the Atlanta Falcons' first season?
The Atlanta Falcons played their first NFL season in 1966.

When did the Falcons first make the playoffs?
The Falcons made their first playoff appearance in the 1978 NFL season.



What is a significant milestone in the Falcons' history
timeline?
A significant milestone was reaching Super Bowl XXXIII in the 1998 season, where they
were narrowly defeated by the Denver Broncos.

When did the Falcons have their best regular season
record?
The Falcons had their best regular season record in 2016, finishing 11-5 and advancing to
Super Bowl LI.

What happened in the Falcons' Super Bowl LI
appearance?
In Super Bowl LI, the Falcons lost to the New England Patriots in overtime after leading
28-3, marking one of the most dramatic comebacks in NFL history.

Who are some key figures in the Atlanta Falcons' history
timeline?
Key figures include quarterback Matt Ryan, head coach Dan Quinn, and owner Arthur
Blank, all of whom have significantly influenced the team's success in recent years.

Additional Resources
1. Rise of the Falcons: The Early Years of Atlanta's NFL Team
This book chronicles the founding and formative years of the Atlanta Falcons, from their
establishment in 1965 to their initial seasons. It highlights key players, coaches, and
moments that shaped the team's identity. Readers gain insight into the challenges faced
by a new franchise in the competitive NFL landscape.

2. Falcons Flight: The 1970s Era of Growth and Struggle
Explore the ups and downs the Falcons experienced during the 1970s, a decade marked
by both hopeful seasons and tough losses. The book delves into notable games, player
developments, and organizational changes that set the stage for future success. It offers a
detailed look at how the team began to build a loyal fanbase in Atlanta.

3. Turning Point: The Falcons' Breakthrough in the 1980s
This volume focuses on the pivotal 1980s when the Falcons made significant strides
toward becoming playoff contenders. It covers the emergence of star players and
memorable victories, including their first playoff appearances. The narrative captures the
excitement and challenges of a franchise striving for respect in the NFL.

4. Falcons on the Rise: The 1990s Rebuild and Resurgence
Detailing a decade of rebuilding and strategic changes, this book examines how the
Falcons revamped their roster and coaching staff to regain competitiveness. It highlights



key drafts, trades, and the development of a new team culture. The story culminates with
the Falcons' return to playoff contention and renewed hopes for a championship run.

5. Glory Days: The Michael Vick Era and Falcons' Resurgence
Centered around the electrifying career of Michael Vick, this book explores how his
dynamic play revitalized the Falcons in the early 2000s. It discusses Vick’s impact on the
team's performance, fan excitement, and media attention. The narrative also addresses
the highs and lows of Vick’s tenure, including his off-field controversies.

6. Falcons in the Spotlight: Atlanta's Journey to Super Bowl LI
This book captures the thrilling 2016 season when the Falcons reached Super Bowl LI, the
franchise's first appearance on the biggest stage. It provides an in-depth look at the
players, coaches, and key moments that defined the season. The dramatic Super Bowl
game, including the historic comeback by the Patriots, is analyzed in detail.

7. Rebuilding the Nest: The Falcons' Post-Super Bowl Era
Following the heartbreak of Super Bowl LI, this book examines the Falcons' efforts to
rebuild and adapt in the following seasons. It highlights changes in leadership, roster
adjustments, and strategies to regain championship form. The narrative offers insights
into the challenges of sustaining success in the NFL.

8. Falcons' New Flight: The Young Stars and Future Prospects
Focusing on the most recent years, this book profiles emerging Falcons players and the
organization's plans for future success. It discusses draft picks, coaching philosophies, and
the team's position within the evolving NFL landscape. Fans will find optimism and critical
analysis of the Falcons' trajectory moving forward.

9. Atlanta Falcons: A Legacy of Passion and Perseverance
This comprehensive history covers the entire timeline of the Falcons franchise, celebrating
its achievements and acknowledging its struggles. It features stories from players,
coaches, and fans that illustrate the team's impact on Atlanta and the NFL. The book
serves as a tribute to the enduring spirit and passion surrounding the Falcons.
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