
book of mormon lyrics two by two
book of mormon lyrics two by two refers to one of the memorable songs from
the acclaimed Broadway musical, *The Book of Mormon*. Known for its witty,
satirical, and catchy tunes, the musical features "Two By Two" as an
important number that highlights the early missionary journey of the main
characters. This article explores the lyrics of "Two By Two" in detail, the
context within the musical, and its significance in the storyline.
Additionally, it delves into the themes conveyed through the song and how it
contributes to the overall narrative of *The Book of Mormon*. For those
interested in theater, musical lyrics, and the cultural impact of this
production, this comprehensive analysis provides valuable insights.
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Overview of "Two By Two" in The Book of Mormon
"Two By Two" is a pivotal song from *The Book of Mormon*, a musical created
by Trey Parker, Robert Lopez, and Matt Stone. The song occurs early in the
show when the young Mormon missionaries are sent out into the field in pairs,
as is traditional in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The
lyrics capture the excitement, anticipation, and naivety of the missionaries
as they embark on their mission journey. This number sets the tone for much
of the humor and satire that runs throughout the musical.

Introduction to the Song
The song introduces the concept of missionary work as the two main
characters, Elder Price and Elder Cunningham, are assigned to serve together.
The phrase "Two By Two" refers to the method by which missionaries travel and
work in pairs. The lyrics are upbeat and optimistic, reflecting the
missionaries' enthusiasm despite their lack of real-world experience.



Placement in the Musical
Positioned early in the show, "Two By Two" follows the initial character
introductions and sets the stage for the missionaries' arrival in Uganda. It
marks the transition from preparation to action, driving the plot forward by
illustrating the beginning of the characters’ challenges and growth.

Detailed Analysis of the Lyrics
The lyrics of "Two By Two" are notable for their clever use of humor and
religious references. The song balances reverence with satire, providing a
window into the missionaries’ mindset. Below is an analysis of key lyrical
components and their meanings.

Key Phrases and Their Meanings

"Two By Two" phrase: Symbolizes unity, partnership, and teamwork
essential to missionary success.

References to scripture and faith: The lyrics incorporate biblical and
doctrinal allusions, underscoring the missionaries’ devotion.

Optimism and naivety: The tone conveys the characters' hopeful outlook
despite their limited understanding of the mission's realities.

Lyric Excerpt Breakdown
Lines such as "Two by two, hands on hips, we start our mission" emphasize
discipline and readiness, while the repetition of "two by two" reinforces the
structured approach to missionary work. The song also uses playful language
to highlight the juxtaposition between the missionaries' idealism and the
challenges they will face.

Context and Significance in the Musical
The song "Two By Two" plays a crucial role in contextualizing the journey of
the main characters within *The Book of Mormon*. Its placement and content
help establish the narrative arc and character development.



Character Development Through the Song
During "Two By Two," Elder Price and Elder Cunningham are paired together,
representing contrasting personalities—Price’s confidence and Cunningham’s
awkwardness. The song highlights their initial camaraderie and sets up the
interpersonal dynamics that evolve throughout the musical.

Advancement of the Plot
This number marks the missionaries’ departure from their comfort zones,
moving the story into its central conflict. The lyrics convey the excitement
and uncertainty of the missionary experience, which is essential for the
audience to understand the stakes involved.

Thematic Elements in "Two By Two"
The song encapsulates several themes prevalent throughout *The Book of
Mormon*, including faith, innocence, partnership, and the clash between
idealism and reality.

Faith and Devotion
"Two By Two" expresses the missionaries' strong belief in their religious
mission. The lyrics reflect their commitment to spreading their faith and the
spiritual significance they attach to their work.

Innocence and Naivety
The upbeat and optimistic tone underscores the characters' innocence,
highlighting their lack of experience and the challenges they are unprepared
for. This theme is central to the humor and emotional depth of the musical.

Partnership and Teamwork
The title itself emphasizes the importance of working together. The song
celebrates the Mormon practice of sending missionaries in pairs, which
symbolizes support, shared responsibility, and companionship.

Musical Composition and Style
The composition of "Two By Two" complements its lyrical content, featuring an
energetic and catchy melody that captures the youthful enthusiasm of the
missionaries. The musical style blends traditional Broadway elements with



contemporary influences, enhancing the song's appeal.

Musical Arrangement
The arrangement includes lively rhythms and harmonies that emphasize the
upbeat message of the song. The use of call-and-response techniques and
repetitive phrases helps embed the song’s key themes into the audience’s
memory.

Performance and Vocal Delivery
Actors typically perform "Two By Two" with vibrant energy and clear diction,
reflecting the missionaries’ earnestness. The vocal interplay between the two
leads highlights their contrasting personalities and growing rapport.

Impact and Reception of the Song
"Two By Two" has been well-received by audiences and critics alike due to its
memorable melody, witty lyrics, and narrative importance. It stands out as a
quintessential example of the musical’s blend of humor and heart.

Audience Engagement
The song’s catchy tune and relatable themes resonate with audiences, making
it one of the show’s standout numbers. It often inspires enthusiastic
responses during live performances.

Critical Acclaim
Critics have praised "Two By Two" for its clever writing and effective
storytelling. It has been highlighted as a key moment that captures the
essence of *The Book of Mormon*’s unique approach to musical theater.

Legacy Within the Musical
As part of the original Broadway cast recording and numerous productions
worldwide, "Two By Two" continues to contribute to the lasting popularity and
cultural significance of *The Book of Mormon*.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind the song 'Two by Two' in
The Book of Mormon musical?
The song 'Two by Two' introduces the main characters as they are paired up
and sent on their missionary journey. It highlights themes of faith,
obedience, and the challenges of spreading their religious message.

Who sings the song 'Two by Two' in The Book of
Mormon?
The song 'Two by Two' is primarily sung by the missionaries Elder Kevin Price
and Elder Arnold Cunningham, along with other missionaries and church members
as they prepare for their mission.

What are some memorable lyrics from 'Two by Two' in
The Book of Mormon?
A memorable lyric from 'Two by Two' is: 'Two by two, off we go! To save the
world and serve the Lord.' This line captures the enthusiastic spirit and
mission of the characters.

How does 'Two by Two' set the tone for The Book of
Mormon musical?
The upbeat and catchy tune of 'Two by Two' sets a humorous and energetic tone
for the show, introducing the audience to the missionaries' optimistic
outlook despite the challenges they will face.

Is 'Two by Two' performed in a specific style or
genre in The Book of Mormon?
Yes, 'Two by Two' is performed in a lively, Broadway-style musical number
with elements of gospel and pop, reflecting the joyful and spirited nature of
the missionaries' task.

Additional Resources
1. Two by Two: The Musical Story Behind the Book of Mormon
This book offers an in-depth look at the creation and development of the hit
musical "The Book of Mormon." It explores the collaboration between creators
Trey Parker, Robert Lopez, and Matt Stone, and how the lyrics and storyline
were crafted to bring the Book of Mormon's themes to the stage. Readers gain
insight into the humor, challenges, and cultural impact of the production.



2. Faith and Lyrics: Exploring the Book of Mormon's Musical Journey
A thoughtful examination of the lyrics found in the Book of Mormon musical,
this book delves into the spiritual and comedic elements woven into the
songs. It provides context for the scriptural references and how they are
adapted for theatrical performance. The author discusses the balance between
reverence and satire in the musical's lyrics.

3. Singing the Scriptures: Music and Message in the Book of Mormon
This book explores how music is used to convey the messages of the Book of
Mormon, focusing on both traditional hymns and modern adaptations like "Two
by Two." It analyzes the role of lyrics in reinforcing faith and storytelling
within the LDS community. Readers will find an appreciation for the power of
song in religious practice.

4. Two by Two: Lyrics and Lessons from the Book of Mormon
A detailed commentary on the lyrics of the "Two by Two" song and related
musical numbers, this book highlights the theological lessons embedded in the
words. It explains how the lyrics reflect missionary work, faith, and
perseverance. The author contextualizes the songs within the broader
narrative of the Book of Mormon.

5. The Soundtrack of Belief: Music Inspired by the Book of Mormon
This volume surveys various musical works inspired by the Book of Mormon,
including the well-known "Two by Two" song. It discusses how different
artists interpret the scripture through lyrics and melodies. The book also
touches on the cultural significance and reception of these musical
expressions.

6. Lyrics of Light: Understanding the Book of Mormon Through Song
Focusing on the lyrical content of songs associated with the Book of Mormon,
this book provides an analysis of themes such as faith, hope, and divine
guidance. It examines how lyrics serve as a medium for teaching and
reinforcing gospel principles. The book is a resource for educators and
musicians within the LDS tradition.

7. Two by Two: Missionary Songs and Stories from the Book of Mormon
This collection presents a variety of songs used in missionary work,
emphasizing the "Two by Two" theme of companionship and service. It includes
historical background, lyrics, and reflections on their significance. The
book aims to inspire missionaries and church members alike.

8. From Scripture to Stage: The Lyrics of the Book of Mormon Musical
An analytical look at how the Book of Mormon's stories are transformed into
song lyrics for the stage production. This book discusses narrative
techniques, lyrical structure, and character development through music. It
offers a unique perspective on adapting sacred texts for entertainment.

9. Two by Two: The Role of Music in Book of Mormon Worship
This book explores the role that music, including songs like "Two by Two,"
plays in worship and community within the LDS Church. It examines how lyrics
reinforce doctrine and create a sense of unity among believers. The author



combines theological insights with practical advice for worship leaders.
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