book of thomas removed from bible

book of thomas removed from bible is a phrase that prompts significant
curiosity and scholarly interest regarding early Christian texts and the
formation of the biblical canon. The Book of Thomas, often referred to as the
Gospel of Thomas, is an ancient manuscript attributed to the apostle Thomas.
Although it is not included in the canonical Bible, it holds a prominent
place among early Christian writings discovered in the Nag Hammadi library in
1945. This article explores why the Book of Thomas was removed or excluded
from the Bible, its historical context, theological content, and its impact
on Christian thought. Understanding the reasons behind its exclusion provides
insight into the complex process of canon formation and the diversity of
early Christian beliefs. This discussion will also address common
misconceptions about the text and its significance in modern scholarship. The
following sections will delve into the history, content, and canonical
debates surrounding the Book of Thomas.
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Historical Background of the Book of Thomas

The Book of Thomas, commonly known as the Gospel of Thomas, is a collection
of sayings attributed to Jesus, purportedly recorded by the apostle Thomas.
It is one of the texts discovered as part of the Nag Hammadi library in
Egypt, dating back to the mid-3rd or early 4th century CE. The manuscript is
written in Coptic, but scholars believe the original text was composed in
Greek during the early Christian era, possibly in the mid-1st to early 2nd
century.

Origins and Discovery

The Gospel of Thomas is categorized among the apocryphal gospels, texts that
were not included in the New Testament canon. Its discovery in 1945 alongside
other Gnostic writings provided a new perspective on early Christian
diversity. The text consists primarily of 114 sayings of Jesus, many of which
parallel those found in the canonical gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and



John, yet others are unique or reflect Gnostic theology.

Authorship and Attribution

The text claims to be written by Didymus Judas Thomas, commonly identified as
the apostle Thomas, known for his doubt and later faith in Jesus'
resurrection. However, modern scholars generally consider the attribution to
Thomas as pseudonymous, a common practice in early Christian literature to
lend authority to writings. The historical Thomas's direct connection to the
text remains uncertain.

Theological Themes and Content

The Book of Thomas features a distinctive theological outlook, differing in
significant ways from the canonical gospels. Unlike narrative gospels, it is
a sayings gospel, focusing on Jesus' teachings rather than his life, death,
and resurrection. The text emphasizes individual enlightenment and self-
knowledge as a path to salvation, aligning with Gnostic principles.

Key Sayings and Messages

Many sayings in the Gospel of Thomas highlight the importance of inner
spiritual discovery and the kingdom of God being within individuals. Some
notable themes include:

e The pursuit of hidden knowledge (gnosis) for salvation
e The emphasis on direct personal experience of the divine
e The critique of traditional religious structures and external rituals

e The notion of duality between light and darkness

Comparison with Canonical Gospels

While some sayings closely parallel those in the New Testament, others differ
significantly in tone and theological emphasis. The canonical gospels focus
heavily on the narrative of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection as the
foundation of Christian faith. In contrast, the Gospel of Thomas lacks these
narrative elements and instead encourages mystical insight and self-
realization as the way to spiritual truth.



Reasons for Exclusion from the Biblical Canon

The Book of Thomas was not included in the canonical Bible, a decision shaped
by several theological, historical, and ecclesiastical factors. The process
of canon formation in early Christianity involved selecting texts that
aligned with orthodox doctrine and communal worship practices.

The Role of Orthodoxy and Heresy

During the early centuries of Christianity, church leaders sought to
establish orthodoxy by distinguishing it from various heterodox or Gnostic
movements. The Gospel of Thomas, with its Gnostic tendencies and lack of
narrative about Jesus’ death and resurrection, was viewed as incompatible
with orthodox teachings. This theological divergence contributed to its
exclusion as it did not affirm the bodily resurrection and other core
Christian doctrines.

Historical and Ecclesiastical Considerations

The formation of the New Testament canon was influenced by the texts’
widespread use in liturgy and their apostolic origin. The Gospel of Thomas
was not widely circulated or accepted within the early Christian communities
that shaped the canon. Furthermore, the text’s late discovery and association
with Gnostic groups marginalized it further in ecclesiastical circles.

Summary of Main Reasons for Exclusion

e Lack of apostolic authorship or widespread early acceptance

e Theological differences from orthodox Christian doctrine

e Absence of narrative structure affirming Jesus’ death and resurrection
e Association with Gnostic teachings considered heretical

e Limited liturgical or communal use in early Christian worship

Impact and Influence of the Book of Thomas

Despite its exclusion from the Bible, the Book of Thomas has had a notable
impact on Christian studies, spirituality, and the understanding of early
Christian diversity. It offers a window into alternative interpretations of
Jesus’ teachings and challenges monolithic views of early Christianity.



Influence on Christian Mysticism

The emphasis on direct experiential knowledge of God in the Gospel of Thomas
has inspired various mystical traditions within Christianity. Its teachings
resonate with the contemplative and esoteric aspects of faith, emphasizing
personal transformation and inner enlightenment.

Contribution to Understanding Early Christian
Diversity

The discovery and study of the Gospel of Thomas have highlighted the
plurality of beliefs and practices in early Christianity. It underscores that
the formation of the biblical canon was not a straightforward process but
involved complex debates over doctrine and authority.

Modern Scholarship and Interpretation

Contemporary scholars continue to study the Book of Thomas for its
historical, theological, and literary value. Its inclusion among the Nag
Hammadi texts has made it a critical source for understanding Gnosticism and
the broader religious landscape of the ancient Mediterranean world.

Academic Perspectives

Scholars analyze the Gospel of Thomas through various lenses, including
textual criticism, historical theology, and comparative religion. Debates
persist about its date of composition, relationship to the canonical gospels,
and its role within early Christian movements.

Popular Interest and Cultural Reception

The Book of Thomas has attracted popular fascination beyond academia,
influencing spiritual seekers and alternative Christian movements. Its
enigmatic sayings and mystical tone have made it a subject of books,
lectures, and documentaries exploring Christian origins and spirituality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Book of Thomas and why is it
significant?

The Book of Thomas, often referring to the Gospel of Thomas, is a collection



of sayings attributed to Jesus, discovered in the Nag Hammadi library in
1945. It is significant because it offers insights into early Christian
thought and Gnostic beliefs, differing from the canonical Gospels.

Why was the Book of Thomas removed from the Bible?

The Book of Thomas was never officially part of the canonical Bible. It was
excluded because early church leaders deemed it inconsistent with orthodox
Christian doctrine and possibly influenced by Gnostic ideas, which were
considered heretical.

Is the Book of Thomas considered a heretical text?

Yes, many early Christian authorities labeled the Book of Thomas as heretical
due to its Gnostic themes and teachings that diverged from mainstream
Christian beliefs, leading to its exclusion from the Bible.

When and how was the Book of Thomas discovered?

The Gospel of Thomas was discovered in 1945 near Nag Hammadi, Egypt, as part
of a collection of ancient manuscripts known as the Nag Hammadi library,
shedding new light on early Christian diversity.

Does the Book of Thomas contain teachings of Jesus?

Yes, the Gospel of Thomas contains 114 sayings attributed to Jesus, some of
which parallel those found in the canonical Gospels, while others reflect
mystical and esoteric teachings.

Can the Book of Thomas be read today and where?

Yes, the Book of Thomas is widely available today in various translations and
can be found in books, online libraries, and academic publications focused on
early Christian texts and Gnostic literature.

How does the Book of Thomas differ from the
canonical Gospels?

Unlike the narrative style of the canonical Gospels, the Book of Thomas is a
sayings gospel without a narrative framework, emphasizing secret knowledge
and mystical insights, reflecting Gnostic influences rather than orthodox
Christian theology.

Additional Resources

1. The Gospel of Thomas: The Hidden Sayings of Jesus
This book presents the complete text of the Gospel of Thomas, a collection of
114 sayings attributed to Jesus. Unlike the canonical gospels, it is a



sayings gospel, focusing on mystical and esoteric teachings. The book
explores how these sayings provide insight into early Christian beliefs and
the diversity of early Christian thought.

2. Lost Scriptures: Books That Did Not Make It into the New Testament

This comprehensive volume examines various early Christian writings,
including the Gospel of Thomas, that were excluded from the New Testament
canon. It discusses the historical and theological reasons behind their
exclusion and the impact these texts have on understanding early
Christianity. The book also highlights the significance of these texts for
modern biblical scholarship.

3. The Secret Gospel of Thomas: A New Look at the Lost Teachings of Jesus
Focusing on the Gospel of Thomas, this book delves into the secretive and
mystical aspects of Jesus' teachings as preserved in this apocryphal text. It
analyzes the spiritual and philosophical implications of the sayings and
compares them with canonical gospel teachings. The author also explores the
controversy surrounding the text’s authenticity and discovery.

4. Thomas and the Gnostic Gospels: Unveiling the Mysteries of Early
Christianity

This book situates the Gospel of Thomas within the broader context of Gnostic
literature, explaining its role in early Christian Gnosticism. It provides an
in-depth analysis of the theological themes found in Thomas and how they
contrast with orthodox Christian doctrine. The work also explores the
cultural and religious environment that produced these texts.

5. The Lost Gospel: The Quest for the Gospel of Thomas

Chronicles the historical journey of the Gospel of Thomas from its discovery
in the Nag Hammadi library to its influence on modern biblical studies. The
author narrates the excitement and challenges faced by scholars in
interpreting this enigmatic text. The book also discusses the implications of
Thomas for understanding the historical Jesus.

6. Hidden Words: Exploring the Sayings of the Gospel of Thomas

This book offers a verse-by-verse commentary on the sayings found in the
Gospel of Thomas, providing explanations and interpretations rooted in
historical and theological contexts. It highlights the unique wisdom
literature style of the gospel and its emphasis on personal spiritual
enlightenment. The author also contrasts these sayings with those in the
canonical gospels.

7. The Gospel of Thomas and Christian Origins

An academic study that explores how the Gospel of Thomas contributes to our
understanding of the origins of Christianity. The book examines the text’s
dating, authorship, and theological content, placing it within the spectrum
of early Christian writings. It also discusses the gospel’s impact on
contemporary debates about the development of Christian doctrine.

8. Voices from the Margin: The Gospel of Thomas and Early Christian Diversity
This work highlights the Gospel of Thomas as a representation of marginalized



and alternative Christian voices in the early church. It explores how the
text challenges orthodox beliefs and offers a different perspective on Jesus’
message. The book emphasizes the diversity of early Christian communities and
theological viewpoints.

9. The Gospel of Thomas: A Guide to the Ancient Text

A reader-friendly guide designed to introduce general audiences to the Gospel
of Thomas, this book includes the full text alongside accessible commentary.
It explains the historical background, key themes, and significance of the
gospel in simple terms. The guide also addresses common questions and
misconceptions about the text.
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