
books like number the stars

books like number the stars are sought after by readers who appreciate historical fiction that combines

compelling storytelling with important lessons from the past. Number the Stars, a widely acclaimed

novel by Lois Lowry, tells the story of a young girl’s courage during World War II in Nazi-occupied

Denmark. Those interested in similar books often look for narratives set in the same era or stories that

highlight bravery, resilience, and the human spirit in times of conflict. This article explores a selection

of books like Number the Stars, offering readers a range of titles that share thematic and historical

elements. From other World War II tales to stories of survival and friendship, these books provide

meaningful reading experiences for young adults and history enthusiasts alike. The following sections

outline recommended books, thematic comparisons, and tips for selecting similar literature.

Recommended Books Similar to Number the Stars

Thematic Elements in Books Like Number the Stars

Historical Context and Setting

Target Audience for Books Like Number the Stars

Tips for Choosing Books Similar to Number the Stars

Recommended Books Similar to Number the Stars

For readers seeking books like Number the Stars, several novels provide powerful narratives rooted in

World War II or similar historical conflicts. These books often focus on young protagonists who face

adversity with courage and hope. Below is a curated list of recommended titles that share the thematic



depth and emotional resonance found in Number the Stars.

The Diary of Anne Frank by Anne Frank

This poignant and autobiographical diary documents the life of Anne Frank, a Jewish girl hiding from

the Nazis during World War II. The book offers an intimate perspective on the struggles of war, fear,

and hope, making it an essential read for those interested in stories like Number the Stars.

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Set in Nazi Germany, The Book Thief tells the story of Liesel Meminger, a young girl who finds solace

in books amid the horrors of war. The narrative explores themes of friendship, loss, and the power of

words, aligning well with the emotional depth found in Number the Stars.

Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay

Sarah’s Key intertwines the past and present by recounting the story of a young Jewish girl during the

Vel’ d’Hiv Roundup in France. This novel explores themes of memory, trauma, and resilience, making

it a compelling choice for readers interested in historical fiction like Number the Stars.

Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys

This book follows a Lithuanian girl and her family deported to Siberian labor camps under Stalin’s

regime. While set in a different geographic context, the themes of survival and bravery resonate with

those found in Number the Stars.



Good Night, Mr. Tom by Michelle Magorian

Set during World War II, this novel centers on a young evacuee from London who finds a new life in

the countryside. The story explores themes of healing, friendship, and courage, offering a narrative

complementary to Number the Stars.

Thematic Elements in Books Like Number the Stars

Books like Number the Stars often share common thematic elements that contribute to their lasting

impact on readers. Understanding these themes can enhance appreciation for the genre and guide

readers in selecting similar titles.

Courage and Bravery

Central to Number the Stars is the theme of courage in the face of danger. Many similar books

highlight young protagonists who exhibit bravery by helping others, standing up against injustice, or

enduring hardship with resilience.

Friendship and Loyalty

Strong bonds of friendship and loyalty are frequently depicted in these stories. Such relationships often

provide emotional support and motivation for characters as they navigate difficult circumstances.

The Impact of War on Civilians

Books like Number the Stars emphasize the effects of war beyond the battlefield, focusing on the lives

of ordinary people, especially children, who are caught in the turmoil. This perspective fosters empathy

and a deeper understanding of history.



Hope and Survival

Despite grim settings, many of these novels convey a message of hope and the human capacity to

survive and rebuild, which can be inspiring to readers of all ages.

Historical Context and Setting

The setting plays a crucial role in books like Number the Stars, providing a backdrop that informs the

characters’ experiences and challenges. The historical context immerses readers in a specific time

period, often World War II or other significant conflicts.

World War II Europe

Most books similar to Number the Stars are set in Europe during World War II, depicting Nazi

occupation, resistance movements, and the plight of Jewish communities. This setting provides a rich

historical framework for stories of bravery and sacrifice.

Other Historical Conflicts

While World War II is the predominant backdrop, some books explore other historical conflicts that

share themes of oppression and resistance, such as Stalin’s purges or other instances of totalitarian

regimes impacting civilians.

Urban and Rural Settings

The contrast between urban environments under occupation and rural areas serving as places of

refuge is often explored. These settings influence the narrative’s tone and the characters’ experiences.



Target Audience for Books Like Number the Stars

Understanding the appropriate audience for books like Number the Stars helps readers and educators

select suitable materials. These books are primarily aimed at young adults but often appeal to a broad

range of ages interested in historical fiction.

Middle Grade and Young Adult Readers

Many of these books are written for middle grade and young adult readers, typically ages 10 to 16.

They balance historical accuracy with age-appropriate language and themes.

Educators and History Enthusiasts

Teachers and history enthusiasts often use these novels as educational tools to introduce important

historical events and ethical discussions in an accessible format.

General Readers Interested in Historical Fiction

Beyond young readers, adults who enjoy historical fiction or are interested in World War II narratives

also find these books engaging and informative.

Tips for Choosing Books Similar to Number the Stars

Selecting the right books like Number the Stars involves considering various factors to ensure the

reading experience is both enjoyable and meaningful. The following tips assist in making informed

choices.



Consider the Historical Accuracy

Look for books that provide well-researched and accurate portrayals of historical events, as this

enhances the educational value and authenticity of the story.

Evaluate the Age Appropriateness

Ensure the book’s content and complexity align with the reader’s age and maturity level, especially

when dealing with sensitive topics related to war and persecution.

Look for Strong Character Development

Books with well-developed characters can create emotional connections and make the historical

context more relatable and impactful.

Explore Different Perspectives

Choosing books that offer diverse viewpoints, such as those of different nationalities, social classes, or

roles during wartime, can provide a broader understanding of history.

Seek Recommendations and Reviews

Consulting trusted sources, reviews, and reading lists can help identify high-quality books similar to

Number the Stars that have been well-received by readers and critics.

Sample List of Additional Books Like Number the Stars

The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley



When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr

Rose Blanche by Roberto Innocenti and Ian McEwan

Escape from Warsaw by Ian Serraillier

Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some books similar to 'Number the Stars' that deal with

World War II and children?

Books like 'The Book Thief' by Markus Zusak, 'Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl' by Anne Frank,

and 'The Boy in the Striped Pajamas' by John Boyne also explore World War II from the perspective of

children.

Can you recommend historical fiction books for young readers like

'Number the Stars'?

Yes, 'Sarah's Key' by Tatiana de Rosnay, 'The War That Saved My Life' by Kimberly Brubaker

Bradley, and 'Inside Out and Back Again' by Thanhha Lai are excellent historical fiction books suitable

for young readers.

Are there any books like 'Number the Stars' that focus on courage and

friendship during war?

'Esperanza Rising' by Pam Muñoz Ryan and 'Friedrich' by Hans Peter Richter highlight themes of



courage and friendship during difficult times, similar to 'Number the Stars.'

What books can I read if I enjoyed the themes of bravery and

resistance in 'Number the Stars'?

You might enjoy 'Code Name Verity' by Elizabeth Wein, 'Resistance' by Jennifer A. Nielsen, and 'The

Hiding Place' by Corrie ten Boom, which all explore bravery and resistance during wartime.

Is 'Number the Stars' suitable for middle-grade readers, and what

other books are recommended for that age group?

'Number the Stars' is great for middle-grade readers. Other recommended books for this age group

include 'Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry' by Mildred D. Taylor and 'Where the Red Fern Grows' by

Wilson Rawls.

Additional Resources

1. The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank

This poignant diary chronicles the life of Anne Frank, a Jewish girl hiding with her family during the

Nazi occupation of the Netherlands. Her personal reflections reveal the fears, hopes, and resilience of

a young girl living through the horrors of World War II. The diary remains a powerful testament to the

human spirit amidst unimaginable adversity.

2. The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne

Set during World War II, this novel tells the story of Bruno, the son of a Nazi officer, who befriends a

Jewish boy imprisoned in a concentration camp. Through their innocent friendship, the book explores

themes of innocence, prejudice, and the tragic consequences of hatred. It offers a unique perspective

on the Holocaust from the eyes of a child.

3. Number the Stars by Lois Lowry

This historical novel follows Annemarie Johansen, a young Danish girl who helps her Jewish friend



escape the Nazis during World War II. The story highlights courage, friendship, and the quiet heroism

of ordinary people during dark times. Lowry’s narrative is both accessible and deeply moving for young

readers.

4. Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay

Blending past and present, this novel tells the story of Sarah, a young Jewish girl arrested during the

Vel’ d’Hiv Roundup in Nazi-occupied France. Decades later, a journalist uncovers Sarah’s story,

revealing the lasting impact of wartime atrocities. The book is a compelling exploration of memory,

history, and the importance of bearing witness.

5. When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr

This semi-autobiographical novel recounts the experiences of a young Jewish girl, Anna, whose family

flees Nazi Germany. Through Anna’s eyes, readers witness the challenges of displacement, loss, and

adapting to new lives in foreign countries. The story offers a child’s perspective on the rise of Nazism

and the refugee experience.

6. The Hiding Place by Corrie ten Boom

A true story of courage and faith, this memoir tells of Corrie ten Boom and her family, who hid Jews

from the Nazis in the Netherlands. Their acts of bravery led to imprisonment in concentration camps,

where Corrie’s resilience and hope endured. The book is an inspiring testament to compassion and

resistance during the Holocaust.

7. Rose Blanche by Roberto Innocenti and Christophe Gallaz

This illustrated children’s book tells the story of Rose Blanche, a young German girl who discovers a

Nazi concentration camp near her home. Through haunting illustrations and sparse text, the book

conveys the innocence of childhood confronted with the horrors of war. It encourages reflection on

empathy and the cost of hatred.

8. Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli

Set in Nazi-occupied Warsaw, this novel follows Misha, a homeless boy who becomes part of the

Jewish ghetto community. The story presents the struggles of survival, identity, and kindness in the



face of cruelty. Spinelli’s lyrical writing captures the harsh realities experienced by children during the

Holocaust.

9. Hana’s Suitcase by Karen Levine

This non-fiction book traces the journey of Hana Brady, a young Jewish girl who perished in the

Holocaust, through the discovery of her suitcase in a museum. The narrative combines historical

investigation with personal stories, making the history of the Holocaust accessible to young readers. It

is a moving tribute to Hana and all children affected by the war.
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