calling horses

calling horses refers to the traditional practice of summoning horses using
specific vocalizations, sounds, or signals. This method has been employed for
centuries by horse handlers, ranchers, and equestrians to attract, gather, or
communicate with horses over distances. Understanding calling horses involves
exploring the types of calls used, the behavior of horses in response to
these calls, and the benefits of effective communication. This article delves
into the history, techniques, and practical applications of calling horses,
as well as tips for improving your calling skills. Additionally, it covers
common challenges and best practices to ensure safe and efficient horse
handling through vocal cues.
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The History and Tradition of Calling Horses

The practice of calling horses dates back to the early days of domestication
and horse husbandry, where effective communication was essential for managing
herds. Historically, Native American tribes, cowboys, and ranchers developed
unique calls and whistles tailored to their environment and horse breeds.
These calls were not only practical but also formed part of cultural
traditions, passed down through generations.

Calling horses traditionally involved a combination of vocal sounds,
whistling, and body language, which helped establish a bond of trust and
recognition between humans and horses. The ability to call horses effectively
was considered a valuable skill, especially in open ranges where horses
roamed freely.

Origins of Horse Calling Practices

Early horse handlers used natural sounds and imitated horse vocalizations to
attract and calm horses. Over time, distinct calls evolved to serve different
purposes, such as summoning horses to the corral or signaling specific
commands. These calls often varied by region and culture, reflecting the



diversity of horse management styles worldwide.

Cultural Significance

In many cultures, calling horses was intertwined with rituals and ceremonies,
symbolizing human-animal connection. The sounds used were sometimes believed
to carry spiritual significance, enhancing the bond between the caller and
the horse. Today, while modern technology supplements some aspects of horse
management, traditional calling remains respected and widely practiced.

Techniques and Methods for Calling Horses

Calling horses effectively requires understanding the types of calls and the
appropriate contexts for their use. Techniques can range from simple voice
calls to complex whistle patterns, each designed to elicit specific responses
from horses. Mastery of these methods enhances safety and efficiency in
handling horses.

Common Vocal Calls

Vocal calls typically involve clear, consistent sounds such as clucks,
whistles, or verbal cues like “here, boy” or “come.” The tone, volume, and
repetition play crucial roles in catching a horse’s attention and encouraging
approach. Training horses to respond to these calls often involves positive
reinforcement and patience.

Whistling and Sound Signals

Whistling is a popular form of calling horses, especially over long
distances. Different whistle patterns can indicate various instructions, such
as calling a specific horse or signaling feeding time. Whistles are
advantageous because they carry well through open spaces and can be heard
clearly by horses.

Visual and Body Language Cues

While vocal calls are primary, combining them with visual signals such as
hand gestures or body orientation improves communication. Horses are highly
perceptive to body language, so consistent gestures paired with calls
reinforce the intended message and reduce confusion.



Training Horses to Respond

Successful calling depends on training horses to recognize and respond to
specific sounds. This process involves patience, repetition, and consistency.
Trainers often use treats or gentle encouragement to reward horses when they
approach upon hearing a call, strengthening the association between the sound
and the desired behavior.

Understanding Horse Behavior and Response

Effective calling hinges on understanding how horses perceive and react to
sounds. Horses have acute hearing and are sensitive to tone and rhythm, which
influence their responses. Recognizing horse behavior helps callers adjust
their techniques to suit individual horses and situations.

Horses’ Hearing Sensitivity

Horses can hear a wider range of frequencies than humans and can detect
sounds from considerable distances. This sensitivity allows them to respond
quickly to calls but also means they may be startled by unfamiliar or harsh
noises. Gentle, consistent calls are more likely to elicit positive
responses.

Social Behavior and Herd Dynamics

Horses are social animals with strong herd instincts. Calling a single horse
may also attract others nearby due to their natural inclination to stay
together. Understanding herd dynamics helps callers anticipate and manage
group responses, ensuring safety and control.

Signs of Recognition and Approach

When a horse recognizes a call, it may exhibit behaviors such as pricking
ears, lifting the head, or moving towards the sound. Observing these signs
allows callers to gauge the effectiveness of their calls and adjust
accordingly. Patience is key, as some horses may be hesitant or distracted
initially.

Benefits of Effective Calling in Horse
Management

Mastering the art of calling horses offers numerous advantages in daily horse
care and management. It facilitates easier handling, enhances safety, and



strengthens the bond between horse and handler. These benefits contribute to
more efficient and humane horse management practices.

Improved Safety

Calling horses effectively reduces the need for physical chasing or forced
gathering, minimizing stress and risk of injury to both horses and handlers.
Clear communication helps prevent misunderstandings and accidents, especially
in large or open environments.

Enhanced Training and Handling

When horses respond reliably to calls, training becomes more efficient.
Handlers can guide horses with minimal physical intervention, promoting
cooperation and trust. This also aids in activities such as trail riding,
veterinary care, and transportation.

Strengthened Human-Horse Bond

Consistent calling and response build mutual respect and understanding.
Horses learn to associate the caller’s voice with safety and care, fostering
a positive relationship. This bond is fundamental to successful equine
partnerships in sports, work, and leisure.

Practical Applications

e Gathering horses from pasture or open range
e Signaling feeding times
e Coordinating group movements during trail rides or events

e Assisting in emergency situations to quickly locate horses

Challenges and Tips for Successful Calling

Despite its benefits, calling horses can present challenges, especially with
untrained or skittish animals. Awareness of these obstacles and implementing
best practices ensures more reliable and stress-free communication.



Common Challenges

Some horses may ignore calls due to lack of training, distractions, or fear.
Environmental noise, distance, and terrain can also affect sound
transmission. Additionally, inconsistent calling techniques may confuse
horses, reducing responsiveness.

Tips for Improvement

1. Be Consistent: Use the same calls and gestures regularly to build
recognition.

2. Maintain a Calm Tone: Avoid loud or harsh noises that may startle
horses.

3. Start Close: Train horses to respond at short distances before
progressing to longer calls.

4. Use Positive Reinforcement: Reward horses with treats or affection when
they respond correctly.

5. Observe and Adapt: Pay attention to individual horse preferences and
adjust calls accordingly.

Environmental Considerations

Choosing the right location and timing for calling horses can improve success
rates. Quiet, familiar environments reduce distractions, while calling during
feeding times or regular routines increases the likelihood of response.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of calling horses in equestrian
activities?

Calling horses is used to train, communicate with, and gather horses, helping
handlers manage them more effectively during riding, herding, or veterinary
care.

What are common sounds or commands used when calling



horses?

Common calls include whistling, clicking the tongue, clapping hands, or using
specific vocal commands like 'here' or the horse's name to attract their
attention.

How can I train a horse to respond to my call?

Consistent training with positive reinforcement, such as treats or praise
when the horse responds correctly, helps establish a reliable recall.
Starting in a quiet environment and gradually adding distractions improves
effectiveness.

Are there cultural differences in horse calling
methods?

Yes, different cultures have unique horse calling techniques and sounds,
often influenced by local traditions, languages, and the environment where
horses are kept.

Can calling horses help in managing wild or feral
horses?

Yes, calling techniques are often used by wildlife managers and ranchers to
gather, monitor, or relocate wild horses safely and humanely.

What equipment can assist in calling horses from a
distance?

Devices like whistles, horns, or even electronic sound emitters can help call
horses from a distance, especially in large pastures or open ranges.

Is horse calling effective for all breeds and
temperaments?

While most horses can learn to respond to calls, effectiveness varies
depending on the breed, individual temperament, and prior training, requiring
tailored approaches for different horses.

Additional Resources

1. The Art of Horse Calling: Techniques and Traditions

This book explores the various methods and cultural traditions behind calling
horses. It delves into the vocalizations and body language used by horse
trainers and riders to communicate effectively with horses. Readers will
learn how to develop a strong bond with their horses through sound and



motion.

2. Whispers to the Herd: The Science of Equine Communication

Focusing on the biological and psychological aspects of horse calling, this
book presents scientific research on how horses respond to different calls.
It explains the nuances of tone, pitch, and rhythm that can influence a
horse’s behavior. The author also includes practical exercises for improving
horse-human interaction.

3. Calling the Wind: A Guide to Natural Horsemanship
This guidebook emphasizes natural horsemanship techniques that incorporate
calling as a key tool. It teaches readers how to use gentle sounds and cues
to guide horses in a stress-free manner. The book is filled with real-life
stories and step-by-step instructions for beginners.

4. Echoes Across the Meadow: Traditional Horse Calling Practices

A historical look at horse calling, this book revisits ancient and regional
practices used by horsemen worldwide. It offers insight into how different
cultures have developed unique calling styles to manage and care for their
horses. Beautiful illustrations and anecdotes enrich the reading experience.

5. Horse Calls and How to Master Them

A practical manual for anyone interested in improving their horse calling
skills. It breaks down the most effective calls and sounds used in everyday
equine activities such as herding, training, and calming. The book also
includes troubleshooting tips for common challenges.

6. The Language of Horses: Understanding Equine Vocalizations

This book deciphers the natural vocalizations horses use to communicate with
each other and with humans. It provides detailed descriptions of whinnies,
neighs, snorts, and other sounds, explaining their meanings and contexts.
Readers will gain a deeper appreciation for the complexity of horse
communication.

7. From Call to Command: Training Horses with Voice and Sound

Focusing on voice commands, this training manual teaches how to effectively
use calling techniques to influence horse behavior. It covers foundational
commands, advanced cues, and the integration of sound with other training
methods. The book is ideal for trainers and equestrians seeking to enhance
their control and rapport.

8. Singing to Horses: The Role of Melody in Equine Communication

An intriguing exploration of how melody and rhythm can affect horses, this
book investigates the use of singing and tonal calls in horse training and
bonding. It includes examples of traditional songs and modern adaptations
used by horse trainers. The author provides exercises for developing a
musical calling style.

9. Horse Call Chronicles: Stories of Connection and Communication
A collection of personal stories and experiences from horse owners and
trainers who have successfully used calling techniques. Each chapter



highlights different approaches and outcomes, showcasing the emotional and
practical benefits of calling horses. This book inspires readers to try
calling as a way to deepen their relationship with their horses.
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