
cardinals postseason record

cardinals postseason record represents one of the most storied and successful legacies in Major

League Baseball history. The St. Louis Cardinals, a franchise with deep roots dating back to the 19th

century, have consistently demonstrated excellence in playoff performance, securing numerous

National League pennants and World Series titles. This article delves into the comprehensive history of

the Cardinals' postseason achievements, highlighting key eras, memorable series, and statistical

milestones that define their playoff legacy. From their early dominance in the 1920s to their recent

successes in the 21st century, the Cardinals' postseason record reflects resilience, strategic prowess,

and a winning culture. Analyzing this record provides valuable insights into how the team has

maintained competitiveness and adapted through changing baseball eras. The following sections will

explore the Cardinals' overall postseason statistics, historic playoff runs, notable players who impacted

their success, and comparisons with other MLB franchises.
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Overall Cardinals Postseason Record

The St. Louis Cardinals have accumulated an impressive postseason record that underscores their

status as one of baseball’s elite teams. Their playoff appearances and victories span numerous

decades, showcasing sustained success. As of the latest complete MLB season, the Cardinals have

appeared in the postseason more than 20 times and hold a winning percentage above .500 in playoff

games. This record includes multiple National League Championship Series (NLCS) titles and World

Series championships.

Win-Loss Statistics

The Cardinals’ postseason win-loss record is a critical indicator of their playoff effectiveness.

Historically, the team has earned over 100 postseason wins, reflecting their ability to perform under

pressure. Their winning percentage in playoff games typically hovers around 55% to 60%, a strong

figure given the heightened competition in October baseball.

World Series Performance

One of the most significant components of the Cardinals’ postseason record is their performance in the

World Series. The franchise has won 11 World Series titles, the most in the National League and

second overall behind the New York Yankees. Their World Series appearances are marked by

memorable victories and several dominant performances that have cemented their legacy.

Historic Playoff Appearances and Key Eras

The Cardinals’ postseason history is divided into notable eras, each characterized by distinct team

compositions and competitive contexts. These eras highlight how the franchise evolved to maintain its

winning culture.



The Early Dominance Era (1920s–1940s)

During the early 20th century, the Cardinals established themselves as a formidable postseason

contender. The team won multiple World Series titles in the 1920s and 1930s, led by legendary

players and pioneering managers. This era laid the foundation for the Cardinals’ reputation as a

consistent playoff team.

The Redbird Renaissance (1960s–1980s)

The mid-20th century saw the Cardinals continue their postseason success, with appearances in

several National League Championship Series and World Series matchups. The 1964 and 1982 World

Series championships exemplify this period of resurgence. The team’s strategic acquisitions and

development of young talent contributed to their competitive edge.

Modern Era Success (2000s–Present)

In the 21st century, the Cardinals have maintained a strong postseason presence, frequently reaching

the playoffs and capturing World Series titles in 2006 and 2011. This era is marked by innovative

management, advanced analytics, and a blend of veteran leadership with emerging stars. The

Cardinals’ postseason record in recent years continues to emphasize their role as perennial

contenders.

Notable Postseason Series and Memorable Moments

Several postseason series stand out in the Cardinals’ history for their dramatic outcomes and impact

on the franchise’s legacy. These moments define the excitement and intensity of the Cardinals’ playoff

experiences.



1942 World Series Victory

The Cardinals captured their fifth World Series title in 1942, defeating the New York Yankees in a

hard-fought seven-game series. This victory was significant for both its competitive nature and the

emergence of key players who would shape the team’s future.

1985 NLCS Comeback Against the Dodgers

One of the most thrilling playoff series in Cardinals history occurred in the 1985 National League

Championship Series. After falling behind three games to one, the Cardinals rallied to win three

consecutive games, clinching the pennant and advancing to the World Series.

2011 World Series Triumph

The 2011 World Series is remembered for the Cardinals’ dramatic comeback against the Texas

Rangers. Trailing three games to two and facing elimination, the Cardinals won three straight games,

including a memorable Game 6 featuring a pivotal home run by David Freese. This championship

underscored the team’s resilience and clutch performance.

Impactful Players in Cardinals’ Postseason History

The Cardinals’ postseason successes have been driven by numerous standout players whose

performances elevated the team during critical moments. These individuals have left an indelible mark

on the franchise’s playoff legacy.

Stan Musial

Stan Musial, one of the greatest Cardinals of all time, played a key role in multiple postseason runs.

His consistent hitting and leadership helped the team secure three World Series titles during his



career, making him a central figure in the Cardinals’ playoff history.

Bob Gibson

Pitching legend Bob Gibson was instrumental in the Cardinals’ dominance during the 1960s and early

1970s. His postseason performances, including a record-setting 1968 World Series, highlight his

importance to the team’s success and enduring postseason record.

Albert Pujols

Albert Pujols emerged as a dominant force for the Cardinals in the 2000s, anchoring the lineup

through multiple playoff appearances and championships. His power hitting and clutch performances

significantly contributed to the team’s modern-era postseason triumphs.

Other Notable Contributors

Ozzie Smith – Defensive wizard and playoff stalwart

Yadier Molina – Renowned catcher and postseason leader

David Freese – Hero of the 2011 World Series

Chris Carpenter – Ace pitcher in key playoff runs



Comparisons with Other MLB Franchises

When analyzing the Cardinals’ postseason record, it is instructive to compare their performance with

other leading MLB franchises. This comparison provides context for understanding the magnitude of

their achievements.

Rankings in Postseason Appearances and Wins

The Cardinals rank among the top teams in MLB history for postseason appearances and victories.

Their 11 World Series titles position them just behind the New York Yankees, who hold 27

championships. In terms of National League teams, the Cardinals lead in both postseason

appearances and titles, confirming their dominance within their league.

Consistency and Longevity

Compared to other franchises, the Cardinals have demonstrated remarkable consistency in reaching

the playoffs across multiple baseball eras. Unlike teams that experience sporadic success, the

Cardinals’ ability to sustain postseason competitiveness over decades is a hallmark of their franchise.

Playoff Winning Percentage

While some teams may have more appearances, the Cardinals’ playoff winning percentage remains

among the highest, reflecting their ability to not only reach October baseball but also advance and

capture championships. This efficiency in the postseason sets the Cardinals apart as a model

franchise.

Summary of Key Comparisons



Second-most World Series titles overall (11)

Most postseason appearances in the National League

Consistently high playoff winning percentage (~55-60%)

Strong presence across multiple baseball eras

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the St. Louis Cardinals' overall postseason record?

As of the latest MLB season, the St. Louis Cardinals have an overall postseason record of 109 wins

and 81 losses.

How many World Series titles have the Cardinals won in their

postseason history?

The St. Louis Cardinals have won 11 World Series titles, the most in National League history.

When was the last time the Cardinals appeared in the postseason?

The St. Louis Cardinals last appeared in the postseason in 2023.

What is the Cardinals' record in the National League Championship

Series (NLCS)?

The Cardinals have a postseason NLCS record of 22 wins and 14 losses.



Who holds the record for most postseason home runs by a Cardinals

player?

Albert Pujols holds the record for the most postseason home runs by a St. Louis Cardinals player.

How many times have the Cardinals reached the postseason in the

last decade?

The St. Louis Cardinals have reached the postseason 7 times in the last decade (2014-2023).

Additional Resources

1. Cardinals in the Spotlight: A History of Postseason Glory

This book offers a comprehensive overview of the St. Louis Cardinals' postseason appearances,

highlighting key moments and legendary players. It traces the team's journey through various playoff

eras, emphasizing their resilience and championship successes. Fans will appreciate the detailed

recounting of memorable games and pivotal series.

2. October Redbirds: The Cardinals’ Quest for Championship Rings

Focusing on the intensity of October baseball, this book delves into the Cardinals’ strategy and

performance during the postseason. It covers notable games, clutch performances, and managerial

decisions that shaped the team’s playoff legacy. The narrative celebrates the passion and dedication

of the Redbirds in their chase for titles.

3. Cardinals Clutch: Legendary Postseason Performances

Highlighting standout individual achievements, this book showcases the players who made a difference

in the Cardinals’ playoff history. From game-winning hits to dominant pitching, it captures moments

that have become part of baseball lore. Readers gain insight into how these performances influenced

the outcomes of crucial postseason series.



4. Redbird Resilience: Overcoming Adversity in the Playoffs

This title explores the challenges and setbacks the Cardinals have faced in postseason play and how

they overcame them. It examines underdog victories, dramatic comebacks, and the mental toughness

required to succeed in high-pressure situations. The book offers inspiration through stories of

perseverance and determination.

5. Champions of the Cardinal Way: Postseason Excellence

Celebrating the Cardinals’ commitment to excellence, this book analyzes the organizational philosophy

behind their postseason success. It discusses player development, scouting, and team culture that

contribute to consistent playoff appearances. The book serves as both a historical account and a

blueprint for building winning teams.

6. St. Louis Cardinals: A Postseason Legacy

This volume provides a chronological account of the Cardinals’ postseason history from their early

days to recent campaigns. It includes statistics, game summaries, and commentary that paint a full

picture of the team’s playoff journey. Fans will find this a valuable resource for understanding the

breadth of the franchise’s achievements.

7. Game Seven Drama: Cardinals’ Most Thrilling Postseason Moments

Focusing on the most intense and decisive games, this book recounts the Cardinals’ experiences in

winner-take-all situations. It captures the tension, excitement, and heartbreak that define postseason

baseball. Through vivid storytelling, readers relive the highs and lows of these unforgettable contests.

8. Redbird Dynasty: Building a Postseason Powerhouse

This book examines the construction and evolution of the Cardinals as a dominant postseason team. It

looks at key trades, drafts, and leadership decisions that propelled the franchise to sustained success.

The narrative highlights how the team maintained competitive excellence across different baseball

eras.

9. Postseason Pulse: Tracking the Cardinals’ Road to October Success

Offering an analytical approach, this book breaks down the statistics and trends behind the Cardinals’



postseason performances. It explores factors like pitching depth, offensive production, and defensive

prowess that influenced outcomes. The book appeals to fans interested in the strategic elements of

playoff baseball.
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