
cheap cars with 2jz engine

cheap cars with 2jz engine have become increasingly sought after by car enthusiasts and budget-conscious
buyers alike. The legendary Toyota 2JZ engine is renowned for its durability, power potential, and
reliability, making it a favorite choice for performance tuning and daily driving. Finding affordable
vehicles equipped with this iconic inline-six engine can offer an excellent balance of performance and
value. This article explores various cheap cars with 2JZ engines, their features, and what makes them ideal
candidates for enthusiasts looking to maximize performance without breaking the bank. Additionally, the
article highlights the benefits of owning a 2JZ-powered vehicle and provides guidance on what to consider
when purchasing one. For those interested in affordable performance cars, understanding the options and
market availability is essential.
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Understanding the 2JZ Engine
The Toyota 2JZ engine is a series of inline six-cylinder engines produced by Toyota from the early 1990s
through the mid-2000s. It is widely praised for its robust construction and its ability to withstand high
horsepower levels, especially when turbocharged. The 2JZ-GTE variant, in particular, is a twin-
turbocharged version that has become legendary in the performance car community. This engine’s
strength lies in its iron block design, forged internals, and efficient airflow characteristics.

There are several versions of the 2JZ engine, including naturally aspirated and turbocharged models. The
naturally aspirated 2JZ-GE offers solid performance for daily driving, while the 2JZ-GTE provides
exceptional power potential for tuning and racing applications. Understanding these variants helps buyers
select the right type of 2JZ engine based on their performance goals and budget.



Popular Cheap Cars with 2JZ Engine
Several vehicles are equipped with the 2JZ engine, and some of these models can be found at relatively
low prices on the used car market. The most notable and accessible cars featuring this engine are often
favored by enthusiasts due to their availability and upgrade potential.

Toyota Supra Mark IV (1993-2002)
The Toyota Supra MK4 is the most iconic car with the 2JZ engine. Although prices have risen for pristine
examples, it is still possible to find affordable, higher-mileage, or project cars fitted with the 2JZ-GTE
engine. The Supra offers excellent aftermarket support and a legendary status in the tuning community.

Lexus IS300 (1999-2005)
The Lexus IS300 comes equipped with the naturally aspirated 2JZ-GE engine. It is often more affordable
than the Supra and offers a luxurious interior combined with Toyota’s reliability. The IS300 is a popular
choice for those seeking a reliable sedan with a robust inline-six engine capable of tuning.

Toyota Aristo (1991-2005)
The Toyota Aristo, known as the Lexus GS in some markets, is another vehicle that came with the 2JZ
engine, including turbocharged variants in higher trim levels. These cars are often overlooked, making
them a budget-friendly way to access the 2JZ-GTE engine’s performance capabilities.

Other Models and Engine Swaps
Outside of factory-equipped vehicles, many enthusiasts perform 2JZ engine swaps into more affordable or
lighter chassis to create cheap cars with 2JZ engines. Common donor cars include older Toyota models and
various affordable platforms that can accept the 2JZ with some modifications.

Toyota Chaser

Toyota Cresta

Toyota Mark II

Various compact cars and chassis with engine swap kits available



Benefits of Owning a 2JZ-Powered Car
Owning a cheap car with a 2JZ engine comes with multiple advantages that appeal to both casual drivers
and hardcore performance enthusiasts. The engine’s design and Toyota’s engineering contribute to several
key benefits that make these cars stand out.

Reliability and Durability
The 2JZ engine is well-known for its bulletproof reliability. Its iron block and robust internals allow it to
handle high power outputs without significant risk of failure. This makes it ideal not just for street use but
also for motorsport applications.

High Performance Potential
Even stock 2JZ-GTE engines produce impressive horsepower, and with aftermarket modifications, they
can be tuned to deliver well over 1,000 horsepower. This performance potential makes cheap cars with 2JZ
engine a perfect platform for tuning and racing enthusiasts looking for affordable power.

Strong Aftermarket Support
The popularity of the 2JZ engine has resulted in a vast aftermarket ecosystem. From turbo kits and fuel
systems to engine management and internal upgrades, owners have access to a wide range of parts and
support to enhance their vehicle’s performance.

Versatility
The 2JZ engine can be adapted to various types of vehicles and uses, including daily driving, drag racing,
drifting, and track performance. This versatility increases the appeal of cheap cars with 2JZ engines across
different automotive communities.

Factors to Consider When Buying a Cheap 2JZ Car
Purchasing a cheap car with a 2JZ engine requires careful consideration to ensure the vehicle is a
worthwhile investment. Several factors can influence the car’s value, reliability, and suitability for
intended use.



Engine Condition and History
Since the 2JZ engine is often tuned for high performance, assessing the engine’s condition is critical.
Buyers should look for signs of wear, previous modifications, and maintenance records to avoid costly
repairs. Compression tests and leak-down tests can provide insight into engine health.

Vehicle Maintenance and Modifications
Many cheap cars with 2JZ engine have been modified by previous owners. It is important to evaluate the
quality and scope of modifications, as poorly executed upgrades can lead to reliability issues. Factory-spec
vehicles usually offer better reliability.

Availability of Parts and Service
While the 2JZ enjoys strong aftermarket support, the availability of specific parts can vary by location.
Buyers should ensure that replacement parts and service options are accessible to maintain the car properly.

Cost of Ownership
Beyond purchase price, potential costs such as insurance, fuel, repairs, and upgrades should be factored in.
Some 2JZ vehicles, especially turbocharged versions, may require premium fuel and specialized
maintenance.

Common Modifications for 2JZ Engines
Cheap cars with 2JZ engine are often modified to enhance performance, reliability, and drivability. Some
common modifications include:

Turbocharger Upgrades: Installing larger or more efficient turbos to increase horsepower and torque.

Fuel System Enhancements: Upgrading fuel injectors, pumps, and regulators to support higher
power levels.

Engine Management Systems: Utilizing standalone or piggyback ECUs to optimize tuning and
performance.

Exhaust Modifications: Adding high-flow downpipes, exhaust manifolds, and cat-back systems to
improve exhaust flow.



Internal Engine Upgrades: Reinforcing pistons, rods, and crankshafts for higher boost and power
tolerance.

Cooling System Improvements: Upgrading radiators, intercoolers, and oil coolers to maintain optimal
temperatures.

Suspension and Brake Upgrades: Enhancing handling and stopping power to match increased engine
performance.

These modifications are popular among enthusiasts aiming to maximize the potential of their 2JZ-powered
cars while maintaining reliability and drivability.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some affordable cars that come with a 2JZ engine?
Affordable cars with a 2JZ engine include the Toyota Supra MK3 (A70) and some Lexus models like the
GS300. These cars can often be found at reasonable prices, especially when sourced from the used market.

Is it cheaper to buy a car with a 2JZ engine already installed or swap the
engine into a cheaper car?
It is generally cheaper to buy a car that already has a 2JZ engine installed, such as an older Toyota Supra or
Lexus GS300, than to perform a swap, which involves additional costs for parts, labor, and potential
modifications.

What makes the 2JZ engine popular among car enthusiasts looking for
cheap performance cars?
The 2JZ engine is popular because of its robust design, high tuning potential, and availability. It can handle
significant power upgrades, making it a favorite for affordable performance builds.

Can I find cheap 2JZ-powered cars outside of Japan?
Yes, many 2JZ-powered cars have been imported to countries like the United States, Canada, and Australia.
Prices vary depending on condition and location but used markets often have affordable options.



What are common models that feature the 2JZ-GTE (turbocharged)
engine at a lower price point?
The Toyota Supra MK3 (A70) and the Toyota Aristo JZS147 are common models with the 2JZ-GTE
turbocharged engine that may be found at a relatively lower price compared to the famous MK4 Supra.

Are there any budget-friendly 2JZ engine swap donor cars?
Yes, affordable donor cars like the Toyota Altezza, Lexus IS300, and some Toyota Mark II models are often
used for 2JZ swaps due to their compatibility and lower cost.

What should I consider when buying a cheap car with a 2JZ engine?
Key considerations include engine condition, maintenance history, mileage, any previous modifications,
and availability of parts. Inspecting for signs of wear or abuse is important to avoid costly repairs.

How much can I expect to spend on a cheap 2JZ-powered car in 2024?
Prices vary by region and condition, but as of 2024, entry-level 2JZ-powered cars like the Toyota Supra
MK3 or Lexus GS300 can range from $8,000 to $20,000 USD, depending on mileage and modifications.

Additional Resources
1. Affordable Power: The Ultimate Guide to Cheap 2JZ Cars
This book explores the world of budget-friendly vehicles equipped with the legendary 2JZ engine. It
covers how to find affordable models, tips for evaluating their condition, and common modifications to
enhance performance without breaking the bank. Perfect for enthusiasts looking to enter the 2JZ scene on
a budget.

2. Budget Builds: Tuning Cheap 2JZ-Powered Cars
Focused on cost-effective tuning strategies, this book details how to maximize the potential of inexpensive
2JZ cars. It includes guides on sourcing affordable parts, DIY upgrades, and tuning tips to get the most
horsepower for your money. Ideal for hands-on builders and car lovers.

3. 2JZ Engines on a Dime: How to Find and Build Cheap 2JZ Cars
This comprehensive guide helps readers locate affordable 2JZ-powered vehicles and engines, with advice
on evaluating engine health and potential. It also delves into budget-friendly rebuilds and performance
enhancements, making it a practical resource for enthusiasts and mechanics alike.

4. Cheap 2JZ Swaps: Transforming Your Car Without Breaking the Bank
Learn how to perform cost-effective 2JZ engine swaps into various inexpensive car platforms. The book
covers planning, sourcing parts, and step-by-step installation instructions with a focus on minimizing



expenses while achieving reliable performance.

5. The Affordable 2JZ Manual: Maintenance and Upgrades for Cheap Cars
This manual provides essential maintenance tips and upgrade paths for owners of budget 2JZ vehicles. It
emphasizes affordable solutions for extending engine life and improving reliability, as well as affordable
performance modifications suitable for cheap cars.

6. Street Racing on a Budget: Cheap Cars with 2JZ Power
Explore the adrenaline-fueled world of street racing with 2JZ-powered vehicles that won’t cost a fortune.
The book offers strategies for building fast cars on a budget, including sourcing cheap 2JZ engines, tuning
tips, and safety considerations.

7. The 2JZ Economy: Finding and Driving Cheap 2JZ Cars
This book focuses on the economic aspects of owning a 2JZ car on a budget, covering purchase tips, fuel
efficiency, maintenance costs, and insurance considerations. It’s an excellent guide for those who want the
power of a 2JZ engine without excessive expenses.

8. DIY 2JZ Upgrades for Cheap Cars: A Hands-On Approach
A step-by-step guide for enthusiasts who want to upgrade their cheap 2JZ cars themselves. It includes
detailed instructions for common upgrades, required tools, and troubleshooting tips, making high-
performance enhancements accessible to those on a tight budget.

9. Project 2JZ: Building a Cheap, High-Performance Car
Follow the journey of building a high-performance 2JZ car from an inexpensive donor vehicle. This book
combines inspirational stories with practical advice on sourcing parts, overcoming obstacles, and tuning the
2JZ engine for maximum power on a limited budget.
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