COMMON DATA SET UPENN

COMMON DATA SET UPENN IS A CRITICAL RESOURCE FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS, RESEARCHERS, AND EDUCATIONAL ANALYSTS
SEEKING COMPREHENSIVE AND STANDARDIZED INFORMATION ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. THIS DATASET PROVIDES
DETAILED INSIGHTS INTO ADMISSIONS, ENROLLMENT, ACADEMIC OFFERINGS, FACULTY COMPOSITION, FINANCIAL AID, AND STUDENT
LIFE AT ONE OF THE VY LEAGUE INSTITUTIONS. UNDERSTANDING THE COMMON DATA SET FOR UPENN ALLOWS STAKEHOLDERS
TO MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS, CONDUCT COMPARATIVE STUDIES, AND APPRECIATE THE UNIVERSITY'S ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT.
THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE COMPONENTS OF THE COMMON DATA SET AT UPENN, ITS SIGNIFICANCE, AND HOW IT SERVES
VARIOUS AUDIENCES. ADDITIONALLY, IT OUTLINES HOW THE DATA IS COMPILED, PRESENTED, AND UTILIZED IN THE BROADER
CONTEXT OF HIGHER EDUCATION TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY.
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OVErRVIEW OF THE CoMMON DATA SET INITIATIVE

THE COMMON DATA SET (CDS) INITIATIVE IS A COLLABORATIVE EFFORT AMONG HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS, PUBLISHERS,
AND ORGANIZATIONS TO PROVIDE CONSISTENT AND ACCURATE DATA ABOUT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES ACROSS THE UNITED
STATES. THE COMMON DATA SET UPENN IS PART OF THIS NATIONW IDE EFFORT, ENSURING THAT DATA ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY
OF PENNSYLVANIA IS TRANSPARENT, STANDARDIZED, AND ACCESSIBLE. THE CDS SERVES AS A RELIABLE SOURCE FOR COMPARING
INSTITUTIONS AND HELPS REDUCE DISCREPANCIES IN DATA REPORTING.

THIS INITIATIVE FOCUSES ON COLLECTING DATA IN AREAS SUCH AS ENROLLMENT, ADMISSIONS, ACADEMIC OFFERINGS, FACULTY,
FINANCIAL AID, AND STUDENT LIFE. BY ADHERING TO A UNIFORM FORMAT, THE COMMON DATA SET ALLOWS USERS TO FIND
COMPARABLE DATA POINTS ACROSS INSTITUTIONS, INCLUDING UPENN, FACILITATING RESEARCH, RANKING ASSESSMENTS, AND
INSTITUTIONAL PLANNING.

Key CoMPONENTS ofF THE CoMMON DATA SET AT UPENN

THE COMMON DATA SET UPENN IS ORGANIZED INTO SEVERAL KEY SECTIONS THAT PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE PROFILE OF THE
UNIVERSITY. THESE SECTIONS INCLUDE:

o (GENERAL INFORMATION

® ENROLLMENT AND PERSISTENCE

FIRsT-TIME, FIRST-YEAR ADMISSIONS

TRANSFER ADMISSIONS

o AcabeMic OFFERINGS AND PoLICIES



STUDENT LIFE

ANNUAL EXPENSES

FINANCIAL AID

e FacuLTY AND CLASS Size

EACH COMPONENT DELIVERS DETAILED STATISTICS AND CONTEXTUAL DATA, ENSURING A MULTIDIMENSIONAL UNDERSTANDING OF
UPENN'S INSTITUTIONAL CHARACTERISTICS.

ADMISSIONS DATA AND TRENDS

FIRsT-YEAR ADMISSIONS STATISTICS

THE COMMON DATA SET UPENN PROMINENTLY FEATURES ADMISSIONS DATA THAT HIGHLIGHT APPLICATION VOLUME, ACCEPTANCE
RATES, AND MATRICULATION TRENDS. FOR RECENT YEARS, UPENN HAS MAINTAINED A HIGHLY SELECTIVE ADMISSIONS PROCESS,
WITH AN ACCEPTANCE RATE OFTEN BELOW 100/0. THE DATASET DETAILS THE NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS RECEIVED, OFFERS
MADE, AND STUDENTS WHO ULTIMATELY ENROLLED.

ADDITIONALLY, THE CDS REPORTS ON THE STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES AND GPA RANGES TYPICAL OF ADMITTED STUDENTS,
PROVIDING INSIGHT INTO THE ACADEMIC CREDENTIALS THAT UPENN VALUES. THIS DATA HELPS PROSPECTIVE APPLICANTS GAUGE
THEIR COMPETITIVENESS AND INFORMS COUNSELORS AND RESEARCHERS ANALYZING ADMISSIONS TRENDS.

TRANSFER ADMISSIONS

TRANSFER ADMISSION DATA INCLUDES INFORMATION ABOUT THE NUMBER OF TRANSFER APPLICANTS, ACCEPTANCE RATES, AND
ENROLLMENT FIGURES. WHILE TRANSFER ADMISSION AT UPENN IS MORE LIMITED THAN FIRST-YEAR ADMISSIONS, THE COMMON
DATA SET PROVIDES TRANSPARENCY ABOUT TRANSFER POLICIES AND THE PROFILE OF ADMITTED TRANSFER STUDENTS.

ACADEMIC OFFERINGS AND STUDENT ENROLLMENT

UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE PROGRAMS

THE COMMON DATA SET UPENN OUTLINES THE RANGE OF ACADEMIC PROGRAMS OFFERED ACROSS VARIOUS SCHOOLS AND
DEPARTMENTS, INCLUDING UNDERGRADUATE MAJORS, GRADUATE DEGREES, AND PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS. THIS SECTION IS
VITAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE BREADTH OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE AT THE UNIVERSITY.

ENROLLMENT BY LEVEL AND DEMOGRAPHICS

ENROLLMENT FIGURES ARE BROKEN DOWN BY UNDERGRADUATE, GRADUATE, AND PROFESSIONAL LEVELS, WITH FURTHER
DEMOGRAPHIC DETAILS SUCH AS GENDER DISTRIBUTION, RESIDENCY STATUS, AND ENROLLMENT STATUS (FULL‘TIME OR PART-
TIME). THESE STATISTICS PROVIDE A SNAPSHOT OF THE STUDENT BODY COMPOSITION AND DIVERSITY AT UPENN.

FAcCULTY AND CLASS SIizE INFORMATION

FacuLTYy CoMPOSITION

THE COMMON DATA SET UPENN INCLUDES DETAILED FACULTY DATA, SUCH AS THE NUMBER OF FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME



FACULTY MEMBERS, STUDENT-TO-FACULTY RATIOS, AND FACULTY QUALIFICATIONS. THIS INFORMATION IS ESSENTIAL FOR
ASSESSING THE ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT AND INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS.

CLASS SIzES AND INSTRUCTIONAL SETTING

INFORMATION ABOUT CLASS SIZES, INCLUDING THE PERCENTAGE OF CLASSES WITH FEWER THAN 20 STUDENTS, 20-49
STUDENTS, AND 50 OR MORE STUDENTS, HELPS PAINT A PICTURE OF THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. SMALLER CLASS SIZES OFTEN
INDICATE MORE PERSONALIZED INSTRUCTION, WHICH IS A SIGNIFICANT CONSIDERATION FOR MANY PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS.

FINANCIAL AID AND TuUITION DETAILS

TuiTioN AND FEES

THE COMMON DATA SET UPENN PROVIDES CURRENT DATA ON TUITION RATES, MANDATORY FEES, AND ESTIMATED COSTS OF
ATTENDANCE. THIS SECTION IS CRUCIAL FOR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES PLANNING THEIR EDUCATIONAL BUDGETS AND
UNDERSTANDING THE FINANCIAL COMMITMENT REQUIRED.

FINANCIAL AID DISTRIBUTION

UPENN’S COMMON DATA SET OFFERS COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION ON FINANCIAL AID, INCLUDING THE PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS
RECEIVING AID, AVERAGE GRANT AMOUNTS, LOAN STATISTICS, AND WORK-STUDY PARTICIPATION. THIS DATA ILLUSTRATES
THE UNIVERSITY’S COMMITMENT TO MAKING EDUCATION AFFORDABLE AND ACCESSIBLE.

e PERCENTAGE OF UNDERGRADUATES RECEIVING NEED-BASED AID
® AVERAGE NEED-BASED GRANT AWARD
e MERIT-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABILITY

® | OAN AND WORK-STUDY PARTICIPATION RATES

UsING THE CoMMON DATA SET FOR RESEARCH AND DECISION-MAKING

THE COMMON DATA SET UPENN SERVES MULTIPLE AUDIENCES INCLUDING PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS, PARENTS, EDUCATIONAL
RESEARCHERS, AND INSTITUTIONAL PLANNERS. BY PROVIDING RELIABLE AND STANDARDIZED INFORMATION, THE CDS supPORTS
INFORMED DECISION-MAKING RELATED TO COLLEGE APPLICATIONS, POLICY ANALYSIS, AND ACADEMIC RESEARCH.

RESEARCHERS USE THE DATA TO COMPARE UPENN WITH PEER INSTITUTIONS, ANALYZE TRENDS IN HIGHER EDUCATION, AND
EVALUATE OUTCOMES RELATED TO STUDENT SUCCESS AND INSTITUTIONAL PERFORMANCE. MEAN\X/HILE/ PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS
BENEFIT FROM TRANSPARENT ADMISSIONS AND FINANCIAL AID DATA THAT HELP CLARIFY EXPECTATIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES.

INSTITUTIONS THEMSELVES UTILIZE THE COMMON DATA SET TO BENCHMARK PROGRESS, ASSESS AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND
COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY WITH STAKEHOLDERS. OVERALL, THE CDS PROMOTES TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY
WITHIN HIGHER EDUCATION.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS



WHAT IS THE CoMMoN DATA SeT (CDS) INITIATIVE AT UPENN?

THe CoMMON DATA SET (CDS) INITIATIVE AT UPENN IS A COLLABORATIVE EFFORT AMONG DATA PROVIDERS AND PUBLISHERS
TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY AND ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PROVIDED TO STUDENTS AND PARENTS, FACILITATING CONSISTENT
AND COMPARABLE DATA ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY.

\W/HERE CAN | FIND THE LATEST CoMMON DATA SET For UPENN?

THe LATEST CoMMON DATA SET FOR UPENN IS TYPICALLY AVAILABLE ON THE UNIVERSITY'S OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL
RESEARCH OR ADMISSIONS WEBSITE, WHERE THEY PUBLISH DETAILED DATA ABOUT ENROLLMENT, ADMISSIONS, ACADEMICS, AND
STUDENT LIFE.

\WHAT TYPE OF INFORMATION IS INCLUDED IN UPenN’'s ComMMoN DATA SET?

UPenNN's CoMMON DATA SET INCLUDES INFORMATION ON ENROLLMENT FIGURES, ADMISSIONS STATISTICS, ACADEMIC OFFERINGS,
STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS, TUITION AND FEES, FINANCIAL AID, FACULTY DETAILS, AND CAMPUS LIFE.

How I1s THE CoMMON DATA SET USED BY PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS?

PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS USE THE CoMMON DATA SET To coMPARE UPENN WITH OTHER INSTITUTIONS BASED ON ADMISSIONS
CRITERIA, TUITION COSTS, FINANCIAL AID AVAILABILITY, ACADEMIC PROGRAMS, AND CAMPUS DEMOGRAPHICS TO MAKE INFORMED
DECISIONS.

Does UPenN UPDATE ITS CoMMON DATA SET ANNUALLY?

YES, UPEeNN UPDATES ITS COMMON DATA SET ANNUALLY TO REFLECT THE MOST CURRENT DATA REGARDING ADMISSIONS,
ENROLLMENT, FINANCIAL AID, AND OTHER INSTITUTIONAL STATISTICS.

How RELIABLE IS THE DATA IN UPenn’'s ComMoN DATA SeT?

THE DATA IN UPENN'S COMMON DATA SET IS CONSIDERED HIGHLY RELIABLE AS IT IS COLLECTED AND VERIFIED BY THE
UNIVERSITY’S INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH OFFICE AND FOLLOWS STANDARDIZED REPORTING GUIDELINES.

CAN RESEARCHERS ACCESS HISTORICAL CoMMON DATA SET DATA For UPENN?

RESEARCHERS CAN OFTEN ACCESS HISTORICAL COMMON DATA SET DATA FOR UPENN THROUGH ARCHIVES ON THE UNIVERSITY'S
WEBSITE OR BY REQUESTING INFORMATION FROM THE OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH.

How poes UPenN's CoMMON DATA SET HELP IN IMPROVING UNIVERSITY
TRANSPARENCY?

UPENN'S CoMMON DATA SET PROMOTES TRANSPARENCY BY PROVIDING CLEAR, STANDARDIZED, AND ACCESSIBLE INFORMATION
ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY'S OPERATIONS, ADMISSIONS, AND STUDENT OUTCOMES TO THE PUBLIC.

Is THE CoMMON DATA SET DATA FROM UUPENN USED IN COLLEGE RANKING
PUBLICATIONS?

YES, COLLEGE RANKING ORGANIZATIONS FREQUENTLY USE DATA FROM UPENN'S COMMON DATA SET AS A PRIMARY SOURCE FOR
STATISTICS RELATED TO ADMISSIONS, STUDENT BODY, FACULTY, AND FINANCIAL AID IN THEIR RANKING METHODOLOGIES.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. UNDERSTANDING THE CoMMON DATA SET INITIATIVE: A GUIDE FOR HIGHER EDUCA TION PROFESSIONALS

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE CoMMON DATA SET (CDS) INITIATIVE, FOCUSING ON ITS PURPOSE
AND IMPACT ON COLLEGE TRANSPARENCY. |T EXPLAINS HOW INSTITUTIONS COLLECT AND REPORT DATA, HELPING
ADMINISTRATORS AND RESEARCHERS NAVIGATE CDS COMPONENTS EFFECTIVELY. THE GUIDE ALSO DISCUSSES HOW THE CDS
INFLUENCES COLLEGE RANKINGS AND REPORTING STANDARDS.

2. DATA-DriVEN DECISION MAKING IN HIGHER EDUCA TION: LLEVERAGING THE COMMON DATA SET

DESIGNED FOR UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATORS AND ANALYSTS, THIS BOOK EXPLORES STRATEGIES FOR USING THE COMMON DATA
SET TO INFORM POLICY AND OPERATIONAL DECISIONS. |T COVERS DATA INTERPRETATION TECHNIQUES AND WAYS TO IMPROVE
INSTITUTIONAL PERFORMANCE BASED ON CDS METRICS. READERS WILL FIND CASE STUDIES DEMONSTRATING SUCCESSFUL DATA-
DRIVEN INITIATIVES.

3. THe Common DATA SET HAaNpBOOK: BEST PRACTICES FOR DATA COLLECTION AND REPORTING

THIS HANDBOOK PROVIDES DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS ON COLLECTING, VERIFYING, AND SUBMITTING DATA FOR THE COMMON
DATA SET. T EMPHASIZES ACCURACY AND CONSISTENCY, OFFERING TIPS TO AVOID COMMON REPORTING ERRORS. THE BOOK IS
AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH OFFICES MANAGING CDS SUBMISSIONS.

4. ANALYZING COLLEGE DATA: INSIGHTS FRoM THE CoMMON DATA SET

FOCUSING ON DATA ANALYSIS, THIS BOOK TEACHES READERS HOW TO INTERPRET VARIOUS CDS SECTIONS TO ASSESS COLLEGE
CHARACTERISTICS AND TRENDS. |T INCLUDES METHODOLOGIES FOR COMPARING INSTITUTIONS AND UNDERSTANDING
DEMOGRAPHIC, FINANCIAL, AND ACADEMIC DATA. THE BOOK IS IDEAL FOR RESEARCHERS, COUNSELORS, AND PROSPECTIVE
STUDENTS.

5. Common DATA SET AND COLLEGE RANKINGS: NAVIGATING THE NUMBERS GAME

THIS TITLE EXAMINES THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE COMMON DATA SET AND POPULAR COLLEGE RANKING SYSTEMS. |T
REVEALS HOW DATA REPORTED IN THE CDS AFFECTS RANKINGS AND PERCEPTIONS OF INSTITUTIONAL QUALITY. THE BOOK
OFFERS GUIDANCE ON HOW COLLEGES CAN STRATEGICALLY MANAGE THEIR DATA SUBMISSIONS.

6. INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH AND THE COMMON DATA SET: ENHANCING DATA QUALITY AND USE

TARGETING INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCHERS, THIS BOOK DELVES INTO TECHNIQUES TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF CDS DATA AND
MAXIMIZE ITS UTILITY. IT DISCUSSES COLLABORATION BETWEEN DEPARTMENTS, DATA GOVERNANCE, AND THE ETHICAL USE OF
DATA. THE GUIDE ALSO REVIEWS SOFTWARE TOOLS THAT SUPPORT CDS DATA MANAGEMENT.

7. ComMmon DATA SET: A STUDENT AND PARENT GUIDE TO COLLEGE DATA

THIS ACCESSIBLE BOOK IS WRITTEN FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS SEEKING TO UNDERSTAND THE DATA COLLEGES REPORT IN THE
CDS. IT EXPLAINS TERMS AND DATA POINTS IN PLAIN LANGUAGE, HELPING FAMILIES MAKE INFORMED COLLEGE CHOICES. THE GUIDE
ALSO INCLUDES TIPS ON HOW TO USE CDS DATA ALONGSIDE OTHER RESOURCES.

8. FINANCIAL AID AND THE COMMON DATA SET: UNDERSTANDING INSTITUTIONAL REPORTING

THIS BOOK FOCUSES ON THE FINANCIAL AID SECTION OF THE CDS, CLARIFYING HOW COLLEGES REPORT AID STATISTICS AND
POLICIES. |T PROVIDES INSIGHTS INTO INTERPRETING THESE FIGURES TO BETTER UNDERSTAND AFFORDABILITY AND AID
AVAILABILITY. FINANCIAL AID OFFICERS AND PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS WILL FIND THIS RESOURCE ESPECIALLY USEFUL.

Q. TrRenDS AND CHANGES IN HIGHER EDUCATION DATA REPORTING: THE EvoLuTIoN oF THE CoMMON DATA SET

OFFERING A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE, THIS BOOK TRACES THE DEVELOPMENT AND CHANGES IN THE COMMON DATA SET OVER
TIME. T ANALYZES HOW EVOLVING REPORTING REQUIREMENTS REFLECT SHIFTS IN HIGHER EDUCATION PRIORITIES AND
ACCOUNTABILITY. THE BOOK IS VALUABLE FOR POLICYMAKERS AND RESEARCHERS MONITORING DATA TRENDS.
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