cpa exam in california requirements

cpa exam in california requirements are essential criteria that aspiring Certified Public
Accountants must meet to become licensed professionals in the state. Understanding these
requirements helps candidates prepare adequately for the challenges of the CPA
examination and the subsequent licensing process. From educational qualifications and
examination eligibility to experience prerequisites and application procedures, California's
CPA exam requirements are comprehensive and designed to ensure only qualified
individuals enter the profession. This article delves into the detailed requirements for sitting
the CPA exam in California, including academic standards, examination content, work
experience, and ethical considerations. Additionally, it highlights the steps to apply and
maintain CPA licensure once obtained. By thoroughly reviewing these requirements,
candidates can effectively navigate the path to becoming a licensed CPA in California.
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Educational Requirements for the CPA Exam in
California

The educational prerequisites form the foundation of the cpa exam in california
requirements. Candidates must meet specific academic standards set by the California
Board of Accountancy (CBA) to qualify for the CPA exam. These requirements ensure that
applicants possess the necessary knowledge base before attempting the examination.

Bachelor’s Degree and Semester Hour Requirements

California mandates that candidates earn a bachelor’s degree or higher from an accredited
institution. This degree must include a minimum of 150 semester units, which typically
exceeds the standard four-year undergraduate program.

Required Coursework

The 150 semester units must include specific accounting and business courses. The
required coursework includes:



e 24 semester units in accounting subjects such as financial accounting, auditing,
taxation, and managerial accounting

e 24 semester units in business-related subjects including business law, finance,
economics, and management

e Additional general education courses as part of the total 150 semester units

These rigorous academic requirements ensure candidates have a well-rounded education
essential for the CPA profession.

Examination Eligibility and Application Process

Meeting educational criteria is only the first step in fulfilling the cpa exam in california
requirements. Candidates must also navigate the eligibility verification and application
process to schedule and take the CPA exam.

Submitting the Initial Application

Prospective candidates must submit an application to the California Board of Accountancy,
including transcripts and other supporting documents verifying their academic
qualifications. Once the application is approved, candidates receive a Notice to Schedule
(NTS), which permits them to schedule their exam sections.

Exam Sections and Scheduling

The CPA exam consists of four sections, and candidates can take them in any order. After
receiving the NTS, candidates must schedule their exams through the designated testing
provider within the eligibility period. Each section tests different aspects of accounting
knowledge and skills.

Fees and Application Timing

Application fees vary for initial application, examination fees per section, and re-
examination if necessary. It is important to apply well in advance due to processing times
and exam scheduling availability.

Experience Requirements for CPA Licensure

Aside from passing the CPA exam, California requires candidates to fulfill specific
experience requirements before obtaining licensure. This professional experience ensures
practical knowledge and competence in accounting practices.



Duration and Type of Experience

Candidates must complete at least 12 months (equivalent to 2,000 hours) of qualifying
work experience. This experience must be:

e Gained under the supervision of a licensed CPA or a public accountant with equivalent
credentials

¢ |[n accounting, auditing, taxation, or related fields

e Documented and verifiable through employer or supervisor attestation

Experience Verification

The California Board of Accountancy requires candidates to submit detailed experience
verification forms signed by the supervising CPA. This verification is a critical part of the
licensure application and must demonstrate that the candidate has attained sufficient
practical expertise.

California CPA Exam Content and Structure

Understanding the content and format of the CPA exam is crucial for meeting the cpa
exam in california requirements. The Uniform CPA Examination is divided into four
sections, each designed to test distinct knowledge areas.

Auditing and Attestation (AUD)

This section evaluates knowledge of auditing procedures, generally accepted auditing
standards, and professional responsibilities involved in attestation engagements.

Business Environment and Concepts (BEC)

BEC covers corporate governance, economic concepts, financial management, information
technology, and business operations relevant to accounting professionals.

Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR)

FAR tests candidates on financial statement preparation, accounting standards, and
reporting for various entities including governmental and nonprofit organizations.



Regulation (REG)

REG focuses on federal taxation, ethics, professional responsibilities, and business law
affecting accounting professionals.

Exam Format and Scoring

Each section consists of multiple-choice questions, task-based simulations, and written
communication tasks (in BEC only). Candidates must achieve a minimum score of 75 on
each section to pass. They have an 18-month rolling window to pass all four sections.

Ethics and Continuing Education Requirements

Beyond passing the CPA exam and fulfilling experience requirements, candidates must also
comply with ethics and continuing education mandates to obtain and maintain CPA
licensure in California.

Ethics Examination

California requires candidates to pass an ethics exam, which usually involves completing a
self-study course on professional conduct and ethical standards for CPAs. This ensures that
licensees uphold the integrity and ethical responsibilities of the profession.

Continuing Professional Education (CPE)

Once licensed, CPAs in California must complete continuing professional education courses
regularly to maintain their licenses. The CPE requirements include:

e Minimum of 80 hours of CPE every two years
e At least 20 hours each year

e Specific hours in ethics courses every renewal period

CPE ensures that CPAs stay current with evolving accounting standards, laws, and
professional practices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the educational requirements to sit for the



CPA exam in California?

To sit for the CPA exam in California, candidates must have completed 150 semester units
of education including a bachelor's degree or higher from an accredited institution, with
specific coursework in accounting, business-related subjects, and ethics.

Is a bachelor's degree mandatory to take the CPA exam
in California?

Yes, a bachelor's degree or higher from an accredited college or university is mandatory to
qualify for the CPA exam in California.

How many accounting units are required to be eligible
for the CPA exam in California?

California requires at least 24 semester units in accounting subjects, which include financial
accounting, auditing, taxation, and managerial accounting.

Are there any ethics requirements for the California
CPA exam candidates?

Yes, candidates must complete at least 10 semester units in ethics education as part of the
150 semester units required to sit for the CPA exam in California.

Can international candidates apply for the CPA exam in
California?

Yes, international candidates can apply, but their educational credentials must be
evaluated for equivalency to California's 150 semester unit requirement and must meet all
subject-specific requirements.

Is work experience required before taking the CPA
exam in California?

No, work experience is not required to sit for the CPA exam in California, but it is required
for CPA licensure after passing the exam.

What is the minimum age requirement to take the CPA
exam in California?

There is no specific minimum age requirement to take the CPA exam in California, but
candidates must meet all educational requirements first.



Additional Resources

1. California CPA Exam Requirements and Licensing Guide

This comprehensive guide details the specific educational and experience requirements for
becoming a licensed CPA in California. It covers the 150-semester hour rule, the necessary
accounting coursework, and the California Board of Accountancy’s experience verification
process. ldeal for aspiring CPAs, it also explains the application steps and timelines to
streamline the licensing journey.

2. CPA Exam Review: California Edition

Tailored specifically for candidates in California, this exam review book provides targeted
strategies and study plans aligned with the state’s requirements. It includes practice
questions, exam tips, and insights into the California-specific laws and regulations that
impact the CPA exam. This resource is perfect for those who want to ensure their study
material is fully relevant to California’s CPA landscape.

3. Accounting Education for California CPA Candidates

Focusing on the educational prerequisites, this book outlines the necessary accounting
courses and credit hours mandated by the California Board of Accountancy. It also offers
guidance on selecting appropriate university programs and fulfilling the ethics requirement.
Students and educators alike will find this book helpful for navigating California’s unique
educational standards.

4. California CPA Experience and Ethics Requirements Explained

This book delves into the practical experience and ethics components required for CPA
licensure in California. It explains acceptable work experience, supervision criteria, and the
ethics exam content. Readers gain a clear understanding of how to document and verify
their professional experience to meet California’s CPA licensing standards.

5. Preparing for the California CPA Exam: A Step-by-Step Approach

Designed to assist candidates from initial eligibility through exam completion, this book
breaks down the entire CPA exam process in California. It offers checklists, timelines, and
advice on balancing study with work and personal commitments. The guide also includes
tips on registering for the exam and understanding the scoring system used in California.

6. California CPA Law and Regulation Handbook

This handbook provides an in-depth look at the legal and regulatory environment governing
CPAs in California. It covers state-specific statutes, rules of professional conduct, and
disciplinary procedures. CPA candidates and practitioners will benefit from this detailed
resource to understand their legal responsibilities and compliance requirements.

7. Essentials of California CPA Exam Content and Format

Focusing on the content and structure of the CPA exam as administered in California, this
book explains each test section, question types, and time allocations. It highlights any
variations from the national Uniform CPA Exam format due to state-specific considerations.
Candidates can use this guide to tailor their study approach effectively.

8. Mastering the California CPA Ethics Exam

This specialized book targets the ethics portion of the CPA licensing requirements in
California. It reviews key ethical principles, case studies, and sample questions similar to
those found on the California Professional Ethics Exam (PETH). The book serves as an



essential tool for candidates to confidently pass the ethics examination.

9. CPA Exam Application and Licensing Procedures in California

Detailing the administrative side of becoming a CPA in California, this book walks readers
through the application process, fee structures, and documentation requirements. It also
explains common pitfalls and how to avoid delays in licensing. This practical guide ensures
candidates are well-prepared for every step beyond just passing the exam.
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