doctor who and the crusaders

doctor who and the crusaders is a notable serial from the classic British science fiction television series
Doctor Who. This story, set against the backdrop of the historical Crusades, combines elements of adventure,
drama, and time travel, showcasing the show's ability to intertwine historical events with science fiction.
Originally aired during the show's second season in 1965, Doctor Who and the Crusaders features the First
Doctor and his companions as they navigate the complex political and religious conflicts of the 12th century.
The serial is particularly significant for its blend of historical accuracy and imaginative storytelling, as well
as for being one of the few Doctor Who stories to feature a historical setting without significant science
fiction elements beyond the presence of the Doctor and his crew. This article explores the production, plot,
characters, and legacy of Doctor Who and the Crusaders, providing an in-depth look at its place within the
Doctor Who canon and its impact on the series' development. The following sections will cover the
overview of the serial, its historical context, main characters, episode summaries, production details,

reception, and cultural significance.
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Overview of Doctor Who and the Crusaders

Doctor Who and the Crusaders is a four-part serial from the second season of Doctor Who, which originally
aired in 1965. The story follows the First Doctor, played by William Hartnell, and his companions as they
arrive in the Middle Ages during the time of the Crusades. Unlike many other Doctor Who stories that
feature alien invasions or futuristic technology, this serial focuses on historical events and human conflicts.
The narrative centers on the struggle between the Crusaders and the Saracens, exploring themes of
loyalty, faith, and political intrigue. It is one of the early examples of Doctor Who's "historical" stories,

which aimed to educate viewers about significant periods in history while entertaining them with science



fiction elements.

Historical Context and Setting

Doctor Who and the Crusaders is set during the Third Crusade, a major military campaign launched in the
late 12th century. The serial takes place primarily in the Kingdom of Jerusalem and surrounding regions,
depicting the tensions between Christian Crusaders and Muslim Saracens. This period was marked by
complex alliances, battles for control of holy sites, and the clash of cultures and religions. The story
incorporates historical figures and events, providing viewers with a glimpse into the medieval world. The
setting is richly detailed, with costumes, sets, and dialogue reflecting the era's political and social dynamics.
The portrayal of the Crusades in Doctor Who and the Crusaders is notable for its attempt to balance

historical accuracy with the dramatic needs of the story.

The Third Crusade

The Third Crusade (1189-1192) was launched in response to the capture of Jerusalem by Saladin, the
Muslim leader. It involved prominent European monarchs such as Richard the Lionheart of England,
Philip II of France, and Frederick I Barbarossa of the Holy Roman Empire. Doctor Who and the Crusaders
captures the essence of this conflict through its depiction of the Crusader camp and the interactions between
Christian and Muslim characters. The serial highlights the religious zeal and political maneuvering that

characterized the Crusades, providing a backdrop for the Doctor's interventions.

Depiction of Medieval Jerusalem

The serial recreates the atmosphere of medieval Jerusalem and its environs, emphasizing the city's
significance as a religious and strategic center. The sets and costumes reflect the cultural diversity of the
region, including Crusaders, Saracens, and local inhabitants. The depiction of Jerusalem serves as a vivid

setting for the unfolding drama, illustrating the tensions and alliances that influenced the Crusades.

Main Characters and Cast

The characters in Doctor Who and the Crusaders are central to the story's blend of historical drama and
science fiction adventure. The cast includes both historical figures and fictional characters, each contributing
to the narrative's complexity and depth. The performances help to bring the period to life and enhance the

story's emotional impact.



The First Doctor

Played by William Hartnell, the First Doctor is the enigmatic time traveler who guides his companions
through the challenges of the Crusades. His intelligence, resourcefulness, and moral compass are pivotal in
navigating the political and religious conflicts of the era. The Doctor's presence in this historical setting

highlights the contrast between his futuristic knowledge and the medieval world.

Companions: Vicki and Steven

Companions Vicki and Steven accompany the Doctor on this adventure. Vicki, portrayed by Maureen
O'Brien, is a young and curious archaeologist from the future, while Steven, played by Peter Purves, is a
brave and loyal schoolteacher. Their interactions with the historical characters provide insight into the

period and add layers to the story's interpersonal dynamics.

Historical and Fictional Characters

The serial features a range of characters, including:

Galen, a treacherous knight whose ambitions drive much of the plot

King Richard the Lionheart, a legendary Crusader king portrayed through indirect references and

atmosphere

Soraya, a Saracen woman who becomes involved in the story's key events

Other Crusaders and Saracens, representing the diverse factions involved in the conflict

Episode Summaries

Doctor Who and the Crusaders consists of four episodes, each advancing the plot and deepening the

historical context. The episodes were originally broadcast in November and December 1965.

Episode 1: "The Crusade"

The Doctor, Vicki, and Steven arrive in the Holy Land during the height of the Crusades. They become
entangled with a group of Crusaders planning to seize control of a castle. Early tensions arise between the

Christian and Saracen forces, setting the stage for conflict.



Episode 2: "The Red Fort"

The companions face danger as they encounter the Saracen leader Saladin and navigate the political
intrigue within the Crusader camp. The episode explores themes of loyalty and betrayal, with Galen's

ambitions becoming more apparent.

Episode 3: "The Firemaker”

Events escalate as the Doctor and his companions attempt to prevent a massacre and broker peace between
the warring factions. The episode features dramatic confrontations and highlights the consequences of

fanaticism and greed.

Episode 4: "The Rock of Death"

The serial concludes with a climactic showdown at the castle, where the Doctor uses his intelligence and
diplomacy to resolve the conflict. The story ends with the companions preparing to leave the medieval

setting and return to their own time.

Production and Direction

The production of Doctor Who and the Crusaders involved careful planning to authentically depict the
historical period while maintaining the show's science fiction roots. The serial was produced during the
early years of Doctor Who, a time when the series was experimenting with different formats and

storytelling techniques.

Direction and Writing

The serial was directed by Douglas Camfield, known for his strong visual style and ability to manage
complex narratives. The story was written by David Whitaker, the show's first story editor, who
specialized in crafting historical stories that balanced drama and educational content. Their collaboration

resulted in a serial that remains memorable for its pacing, character development, and atmospheric tension.

Set Design and Costumes

The design team focused on creating authentic medieval settings within the constraints of 1960s television
production. Costumes were designed to reflect the various factions, with attention to detail in armor, robes,
and weaponry. Despite budget limitations, the production achieved a convincing portrayal of the Crusader

era through effective use of studio sets and location filming.



Filming and Broadcast

Doctor Who and the Crusaders was filmed in black and white, consistent with the series' early episodes.
The serial was broadcast over four consecutive weeks, attracting a significant audience and contributing to
the show's growing popularity. The production schedule was tight, requiring efficient coordination among

cast and crew.

Reception and Legacy

Doctor Who and the Crusaders received mixed to positive reviews upon its original broadcast. Critics
praised the historical setting and performances but noted some limitations in pacing and special effects. Over
time, the serial has been reevaluated by fans and scholars as an important example of Doctor Who's

historical stories.

Critical Reception

Contemporary reviews highlighted the serial's ambitious attempt to portray a complex historical period.
William Hartnell's portrayal of the Doctor was commended for its gravitas, and the supporting cast's
performances were noted for adding depth to the narrative. Some criticism was directed at the story's

occasional melodramatic elements and the constraints of the production values.

Impact on the Series

Doctor Who and the Crusaders helped establish the viability of historical stories within the Doctor Who
franchise. It demonstrated that the series could educate as well as entertain, influencing later historical
serials. The serial also contributed to the development of the Doctor's character as a moral arbiter in various

time periods.

Preservation and Availability

Unlike many early Doctor Who serials, Doctor Who and the Crusaders survives in the BBC archives. It has
been released on various home media formats, allowing new generations of fans to experience the story.

The availability of this serial has contributed to ongoing appreciation and scholarly analysis.

Cultural and Historical Significance

Doctor Who and the Crusaders holds a unique place in television history as a pioneering example of

educational science fiction. Its portrayal of the Crusades offers insight into 1960s perspectives on medieval



history and intercultural conflict. The serial reflects broader cultural attitudes toward history, religion, and

morality during the mid-20th century.

Representation of the Crusades in Media

The serial is part of a larger tradition of representing the Crusades in popular media. Its approach balances
entertainment with a degree of historical accuracy, avoiding simplistic portrayals of good versus evil. This

nuanced representation contributes to viewers' understanding of the complexities of the Crusades.

Influence on Historical Storytelling in Science Fiction

Doctor Who and the Crusaders exemplifies how science fiction can engage with history, using time travel
as a narrative device to explore past events. This approach has influenced subsequent television shows and
films that blend genres to educate and entertain. The serial's legacy endures in its demonstration of the

potential for historical drama within speculative fiction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Doctor Who and the Crusaders' about?

'Doctor Who and the Crusaders' is a story from the classic Doctor Who series that follows the First Doctor

and his companions as they become involved in the events of the Third Crusade in the 12th century.

Which Doctor features in 'Doctor Who and the Crusaders'?

The First Doctor, portrayed by William Hartnell, is the central character in 'Doctor Who and the

Crusaders.'

When was 'Doctor Who and the Crusaders' originally aired?

The serial was originally broadcast in 1965 during the second season of Doctor Who.

How many episodes does "Doctor Who and the Crusaders' have?

The serial consists of four episodes, each approximately 25 minutes long.

Are all episodes of 'Doctor Who and the Crusaders' still available?

No, only episodes 1 and 4 of 'Doctor Who and the Crusaders' are known to exist; episodes 2 and 3 are



missing from the BBC archives.

‘Who are the main companions featured in 'Doctor Who and the

Crusaders'?

The main companions in this serial are Ian Chesterton, Barbara Wright, and Vicki, traveling with the First

Doctor.

What historical events are depicted in 'Doctor Who and the Crusaders'?

The serial is set during the Third Crusade and includes historical figures such as Richard the Lionheart,

exploring the conflict and intrigue of the Crusader period.

Additional Resources

1. The Doctor and the Crusader's Quest

In this thrilling adventure, the Doctor and his companion land in the heart of the Crusades during the 12th
century. They become entangled in a complex political struggle between rival factions as they try to
prevent a catastrophic event that could alter history. The story explores themes of faith, loyalty, and the

cost of war, all while showcasing the Doctor's cleverness and compassion.

2. Knights of Time: A Doctor Who Crusader Chronicle

Set against the backdrop of the Third Crusade, this novel follows the Doctor as he allies with a group of
knights on a mission to retrieve a powerful artifact. The journey is fraught with danger, betrayal, and
encounters with mysterious alien forces disguised as medieval warriors. The narrative combines historical

detail with science fiction intrigue, making it a gripping read for fans of both genres.

3. The Templar Paradox

‘When the Doctor discovers a temporal anomaly linked to the Knights Templar during the Crusades, he
must unravel a conspiracy that spans centuries. The book delves into secret societies, ancient technology,
and the blurred lines between myth and reality. With high stakes and unexpected twists, the Doctor races

against time to stop a threat that could rewrite history.

4. Echoes of Jerusalem

During the Siege of Jerusalem, the Doctor arrives to find the city on the brink of destruction, but
something else lurks beneath the surface. As old rivalries ignite, the Doctor uncovers an alien presence
manipulating events from the shadows. This story blends historical drama with alien mystery, highlighting

the Doctor’s role as both observer and protector.

5. The Crusader’s Code
In this story, the Doctor encounters a lost manuscript that holds the key to an ancient secret tied to the

Crusades. As he deciphers the cryptic code, he confronts enemies who will stop at nothing to possess its



power. The novel explores themes of knowledge, power, and the enduring impact of history on the

present.

6. Timewyrm: The Crusader’s Gambit
The Doctor faces off against the cunning Timewyrm during the era of the Crusades. As timelines begin to
fracture, the Doctor must navigate shifting allegiances and prevent the Timewyrm from exploiting the

chaos to conquer time itself. This fast-paced story combines high-stakes time travel with medieval intrigue.

7. Shadows Over Acre

Set in the city of Acre during the Crusades, the Doctor investigates a series of mysterious disappearances
linked to an alien artifact. As tensions rise among the Crusaders and local inhabitants, the Doctor must
uncover the truth before the fragile peace shatters completely. The novel offers a richly detailed setting

and a suspenseful plot.

8. The Falcon of Antioch

The Doctor and companion join forces with a legendary Crusader known as the Falcon of Antioch to stop a
malevolent force threatening the Holy Land. Their quest leads them through deserts, castles, and ancient
ruins, blending historical adventure with sci-fi elements. Themes of honor, sacrifice, and friendship are

central to the story.

9. Blood and Time: The Doctor’s Crusade

In this gripping tale, the Doctor confronts the brutal realities of the Crusades while trying to prevent a
temporal disaster that could unravel the fabric of the universe. The narrative does not shy away from the
darker aspects of history, offering a mature and thoughtful exploration of conflict and redemption. It’s a

powerful addition to the Doctor Who canon with deep emotional resonance.
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