
elderlings reading order

elderlings reading order is an essential guide for fans and newcomers to the
captivating fantasy series authored by Robin Hobb. This article provides a
detailed overview of the recommended sequence to read the Elderlings books,
ensuring the best narrative experience while avoiding spoilers. Understanding
the proper reading order is crucial given the multiple trilogies and quartets
that comprise the Elderlings saga, each with interconnected plots and
characters. This guide also delves into the structure of the series, key sub-
series, and supplemental novellas. By following this order, readers can fully
appreciate character development, world-building, and overarching story arcs.
The article further outlines the publication order versus chronological order
debate, helping readers choose their preferred approach. Finally, a
comprehensive list of all Elderling novels and novellas is provided to assist
readers in tracking their progress through the series.
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Overview of the Elderlings Series

The Elderlings series, written by Robin Hobb, is a sprawling epic fantasy
universe composed of multiple interconnected trilogies and quartets. It is
renowned for its detailed character development, immersive world-building,
and complex narrative. The storylines primarily revolve around the lives of
several protagonists who are linked through the titular Elderlings, a
mysterious and ancient group with magical significance. The series includes
prominent works such as the Farseer Trilogy, the Liveship Traders Trilogy,
the Tawny Man Trilogy, the Rain Wild Chronicles, and the Fitz and the Fool
Trilogy. Each sub-series expands on the mythology of the Elderlings and
explores different regions and characters within the shared world. For
readers interested in fantasy literature with rich storytelling and a layered
plot, understanding the structure of these books is vital before embarking on
the reading journey.

Recommended Reading Order for Elderlings

To fully appreciate the Elderlings saga, following a recommended reading
order is beneficial. This order balances narrative clarity, character
progression, and suspense without prematurely revealing key plot twists. The
most commonly suggested reading order begins with the Farseer Trilogy, as it
introduces the central protagonist FitzChivalry Farseer and the foundational
elements of the Elderlings mythos. Following this, the Liveship Traders
Trilogy should be read to explore the maritime adventures and the complex



Liveships, which deepen the lore of the Elderlings universe. Next, the Tawny
Man Trilogy returns to Fitz's story, continuing his personal journey and the
unfolding political intrigue. Afterward, readers should proceed to the Rain
Wild Chronicles, which expands on the mysterious Rain Wild people and
dragons. The final series to read is the Fitz and the Fool Trilogy, which
concludes the overarching narrative involving Fitz and his enigmatic
companion, the Fool.

Step-by-Step Reading List

Farseer Trilogy: "Assassin’s Apprentice," "Royal Assassin," "Assassin’s1.
Quest"

Liveship Traders Trilogy: "Ship of Magic," "The Mad Ship," "Ship of2.
Destiny"

Tawny Man Trilogy: "Fool’s Errand," "Golden Fool," "Fool’s Fate"3.

Rain Wild Chronicles: "Dragon Keeper," "Dragon Haven," "City of4.
Dragons," "Blood of Dragons"

Fitz and the Fool Trilogy: "Fool’s Assassin," "Fool’s Quest,"5.
"Assassin’s Fate"

Publication Order vs. Chronological Order

One of the common considerations for readers of the Elderlings series is
whether to follow the publication order or the chronological order of the
story events. Publication order reflects the sequence in which Robin Hobb
released the books, which also corresponds with how the narrative was
originally intended to be experienced. Chronological order arranges the books
based on the internal timeline of events within the story world.

Publication order is generally recommended for new readers because it
preserves the intended suspense and character revelations. For example, the
Liveship Traders Trilogy is set before some events in the Tawny Man Trilogy
but reading it second maintains narrative tension and enriches the world-
building. Conversely, chronological order places the Liveship Traders first,
followed by the Farseer Trilogy and subsequent trilogies. Each approach has
its merits, but the elderlings reading order as per publication sequence
remains the most widely endorsed method.

Advantages of Publication Order

Maintains narrative suspense and plot twists as designed by the author

Preserves character development arcs in their intended progression

Allows readers to experience the evolution of the series’ world-building

Facilitates gradual introduction to the Elderlings universe and lore



Advantages of Chronological Order

Offers a linear timeline of events, reducing temporal confusion

Can enhance understanding of historical context within the story

Appeals to readers who prefer strict chronological narratives

Key Sub-series within the Elderlings Saga

The Elderlings saga is divided into several key sub-series, each with
distinct themes, settings, and characters but connected through the larger
universe and overarching plots. Understanding these sub-series is fundamental
to grasping the complete elderlings reading order.

Farseer Trilogy

This trilogy introduces FitzChivalry Farseer, a royal bastard with magical
abilities, and establishes the political and magical landscape of the Six
Duchies. It is foundational for understanding the Elderlings’ lore and Fitz’s
personal journey.

Liveship Traders Trilogy

Set primarily in the Bingtown region, this trilogy focuses on the sentient
ships known as Liveships and the complex maritime culture. It broadens the
scope of the Elderlings universe by introducing new characters and magical
elements.

Tawny Man Trilogy

Continuing Fitz’s story years after the Farseer Trilogy, this trilogy deepens
the exploration of political intrigue and Fitz’s relationships, especially
with the Fool, his enigmatic companion.

Rain Wild Chronicles

This quartet follows the Rain Wilders and their quest involving dragons and
ancient secrets. It connects events and characters from previous trilogies
and expands the mythology of the Elderlings.

Fitz and the Fool Trilogy

The concluding trilogy that resolves long-standing mysteries and character
arcs involving Fitz and the Fool, bringing the epic to its climax and



resolution.

Novellas and Supplemental Works

In addition to the main trilogies and quartets, Robin Hobb has written
several novellas and supplemental stories that enrich the Elderlings world.
These works provide background details, side stories, and additional
character insights that enhance the reader’s experience.

Notable Novellas

"The Inheritance" – A short story featuring FitzChivalry Farseer,
providing deeper insight into his character.

"The Wilful Princess and the Piebald Prince" – A fairy tale-esque story
set in the Elderlings universe.

"The Soldier Son" – Explores side characters in the Six Duchies.

Reading Novellas

Novellas are typically best read after completing the relevant trilogies or
quartets to avoid spoilers and maximize enjoyment. They serve as excellent
supplementary material for dedicated fans seeking a more comprehensive
understanding of the Elderlings world and its inhabitants.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the recommended reading order for the
Elderlings series by Robin Hobb?

The recommended reading order for the Elderlings series is to start with the
Farseer Trilogy (Assassin's Apprentice, Royal Assassin, Assassin's Quest),
followed by the Liveship Traders Trilogy (Ship of Magic, The Mad Ship, Ship
of Destiny), then the Tawny Man Trilogy (Fool's Errand, Golden Fool, Fool's
Fate), after that the Rain Wild Chronicles (Dragon Keeper, Dragon Haven, City
of Dragons, Blood of Dragons), and finally the Fitz and the Fool Trilogy
(Fool's Assassin, Fool's Quest, Assassin's Fate).

Can I read the Liveship Traders before the Farseer
Trilogy in the Elderlings series?

While you can read the Liveship Traders first, it is generally recommended to
start with the Farseer Trilogy because it introduces key characters and the
world’s background, which enhances the reading experience of the Liveship
Traders.



Is it necessary to read the Elderlings series in
publication order?

Reading the Elderlings series in publication order is highly recommended as
it follows the chronological development of the story and characters,
providing the best understanding and enjoyment.

Are there any standalone books in the Elderlings
series that I can read separately?

The Elderlings series is interconnected, and while some books like the
Liveship Traders Trilogy can be read somewhat independently, it's best to
read the series in order to fully appreciate the character arcs and plot
developments.

What is the chronological reading order of the
Elderlings series?

Chronologically, the order is the Farseer Trilogy, followed by the Tawny Man
Trilogy, then the Fitz and the Fool Trilogy, with the Liveship Traders and
Rain Wild Chronicles interwoven as parallel stories that take place in the
same world but at different times.

Should I read the Rain Wild Chronicles before or
after the Liveship Traders Trilogy?

The Rain Wild Chronicles take place after the events of the Liveship Traders
Trilogy, so it is best to read the Liveship Traders first to understand the
world and characters better.

Does the Fitz and the Fool Trilogy require reading
all previous Elderlings books?

Yes, the Fitz and the Fool Trilogy is a direct continuation of the Farseer
and Tawny Man trilogies and includes characters from those series, so it is
important to read the earlier books first.

Are there any recommended reading orders for new
readers to the Elderlings series?

New readers are recommended to start with the Farseer Trilogy, then read the
Liveship Traders, followed by the Tawny Man Trilogy, then the Rain Wild
Chronicles, and finally the Fitz and the Fool Trilogy.

Is there a difference between publication order and
chronological order in Elderlings reading order?

Yes, publication order generally matches chronological order for the most
part, but the Liveship Traders and Rain Wild Chronicles cover different
regions and times in the world, so some readers prefer publication order for
the best narrative flow.



Where can I find a complete Elderlings reading order
list?

Complete Elderlings reading order lists are available on fan websites, book
forums, and reading guides such as Goodreads and the author's official
website, which provide detailed sequences and explanations.

Additional Resources
1. The Farseer Trilogy: Assassin’s Apprentice
This is the first book in the Farseer Trilogy by Robin Hobb. It introduces
readers to FitzChivalry Farseer, a royal bastard trained as an assassin. The
novel explores themes of loyalty, magic, and political intrigue in the Six
Duchies. It sets the stage for the complex world of the Elderlings.

2. The Farseer Trilogy: Royal Assassin
The second installment continues Fitz’s journey as he faces increasing danger
and political turmoil. His skills as an assassin are put to the test while
navigating court conspiracies. The book deepens the relationships and magical
elements introduced in the first novel.

3. The Farseer Trilogy: Assassin’s Quest
In the trilogy’s conclusion, Fitz embarks on a perilous quest to save the
kingdom and fulfill his destiny. The narrative is rich with emotional depth
and epic adventure. It wraps up major story arcs while leaving threads for
future Elderlings tales.

4. The Liveship Traders Trilogy: Ship of Magic
Set in the same world but focusing on a different region, this book begins
the Liveship Traders Trilogy. It follows the Vestrit family and their
sentient liveship, exploring themes of commerce, family, and transformation.
The novel expands the Elderlings universe beyond the Six Duchies.

5. The Liveship Traders Trilogy: The Mad Ship
The second book delves deeper into the mysteries of the liveships and the
complex dynamics among the characters. It combines seafaring adventure with
magical intrigue. The story builds tension leading to significant
revelations.

6. The Liveship Traders Trilogy: Ship of Destiny
This book concludes the trilogy, resolving key conflicts and unveiling the
full scope of the liveships’ magic. It ties together character arcs and sets
up connections to the next series. The narrative is both thrilling and
emotionally satisfying.

7. The Rain Wild Chronicles: Dragon Keeper
Beginning the Rain Wild Chronicles, this novel focuses on a group of misfit
adventurers caring for newly hatched dragons. It explores themes of survival,
acceptance, and the bond between humans and dragons. The story is darker and
more introspective, adding depth to the Elderlings saga.

8. The Rain Wild Chronicles: Dragon Haven
Continuing the story, the group faces new challenges as they navigate
dangerous landscapes and political complexities. The dragons grow and develop
unique personalities, enriching the series’ magical tapestry. The novel
balances character development with thrilling plot twists.



9. The Tawny Man Trilogy: Fool’s Errand
Returning to Fitz’s story, this book begins the Tawny Man Trilogy, set years
after the Farseer Trilogy. Fitz is drawn back into court intrigues and old
friendships while confronting new threats. It combines nostalgia with fresh
narrative momentum, re-engaging longtime fans of the Elderlings series.
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