former lsu head football coaches

former lsu head football coaches have played a pivotal role in shaping the
legacy and success of Louisiana State University's football program. Over the
decades, LSU has been guided by a series of influential leaders who have left
lasting marks on the team’s culture, performance, and reputation within
college football. This article delves into the history and impact of notable
former LSU head football coaches, examining their tenures, achievements, and
contributions to the program’s growth. From the early days of LSU football to
the modern era, these coaches have navigated challenges and propelled the
Tigers to national prominence. Understanding the backgrounds and coaching
philosophies of these figures provides valuable insight into LSU’s enduring
football tradition. The following sections will explore the most
distinguished former LSU head football coaches, their career highlights, and
the legacy they established for future teams.

Early Pioneers of LSU Football

Coaching Legends and National Champions

Recent Former LSU Head Football Coaches

Impact and Legacy of Former LSU Coaches

Early Pioneers of LSU Football

The foundation of LSU football was laid by several early head coaches who
established the program’s initial framework and competitive spirit. These
former LSU head football coaches were instrumental in organizing the team,
setting standards, and building a fan base during the early 20th century.
Their efforts paved the way for the program’s eventual rise to national
prominence.

Edmond Chavanne (1898)

Edmond Chavanne served as one of the first head coaches at LSU, taking the
reins in 1898. Though his tenure was brief, Chavanne contributed to the early
development of the Tigers, overseeing their formative seasons and helping to
define the team’s early identity.



Dan A. Killian (1901-1903)

Dan A. Killian followed as head coach in the early 1900s, leading LSU through
a period of growth and competition within the Southern Intercollegiate
Athletic Association. His leadership helped establish the program’s
competitive standards and regional reputation.

John W. Mayhew (1909-1910)

John W. Mayhew's tenure represented a continuation of the program’s early
years, focusing on strengthening the team’s fundamentals and fostering local
support. Former LSU head football coaches like Mayhew laid the groundwork for
future successes by emphasizing discipline and teamwork.

Coaching Legends and National Champions

As LSU football evolved, several former head coaches distinguished themselves
by achieving remarkable success, including conference titles and national
championships. These coaches are remembered not only for their winning
records but also for shaping LSU into a powerhouse within college football.

Bernie Moore (1935-1947)

Bernie Moore is recognized as one of LSU’s first great football coaches.
Serving from 1935 to 1947, Moore led the Tigers to multiple Southeastern
Conference (SEC) championships and established LSU as a consistent contender.
His innovative coaching strategies and leadership earned him a place in the
College Football Hall of Fame.

Paul Dietzel (1955-1961)

Paul Dietzel is celebrated for guiding LSU to its first recognized national
championship in 1958. Dietzel implemented a unique “three-platoon” system
that revolutionized football strategy. His tenure marked a high point in LSU
history and inspired future coaching approaches.

Charlie McClendon (1962-1979)

With an 18-year tenure, Charlie McClendon stands as one of LSU’s longest-
serving and most respected former head coaches. He maintained the Tigers’
competitive edge throughout the 1960s and 1970s, securing multiple bowl
victories and solidifying LSU’s reputation in the SEC.



Bill Arnsparger (1984-1986)

Bill Arnsparger’s brief but impactful time as LSU'’s head coach featured a
focus on defensive discipline and program rebuilding. He led the Tigers to
notable bowl appearances and helped lay the foundation for future success
under subsequent coaches.

Recent Former LSU Head Football Coaches

The modern era of LSU football has seen former head coaches who have achieved
national acclaim and sustained competitive excellence. Their leadership has
continued to elevate the program’s status and adapt to the evolving landscape
of college football.

Nick Saban (2000-2004)

Nick Saban’s tenure at LSU is often cited as a transformative period for the
program. During his time as head coach, Saban led the Tigers to a national
championship in 2003, revitalizing the team’s national stature and showcasing
a disciplined, defense-oriented style.

Les Miles (2005-2016)

Les Miles succeeded Saban and maintained LSU’s position as a top-tier
program. Known for his aggressive play-calling and charismatic leadership,
Miles secured an SEC championship and a national title in 2007. His era was
marked by numerous bowl appearances and consistent top-10 rankings.

Ed Orgeron (2016-2021)

Ed Orgeron took over as head coach midseason in 2016 and quickly became a fan
favorite. Under his guidance, LSU won the 2019 national championship with a
record-breaking offense led by Heisman Trophy winner Joe Burrow. Orgeron’s
tenure emphasized player development and a high-powered offensive approach.

Impact and Legacy of Former LSU Coaches

The collective impact of former LSU head football coaches extends beyond wins
and losses. Their contributions have shaped the culture, traditions, and
national reputation of LSU football. Each coach brought unique philosophies
and strategies that influenced the program’s trajectory and identity.



Developing a Winning Culture

Former LSU head football coaches have consistently emphasized building a
culture focused on competitiveness, discipline, and resilience. This culture
has been integral in maintaining LSU’s status as a perennial contender in the
SEC and on the national stage.

Contributions to College Football

Several former LSU coaches have introduced innovative tactics and training
methods that have impacted college football broadly. Their achievements have
earned numerous accolades, including national championships, conference
titles, and coaching awards.

Influence on Player Development

LSU’s former head coaches are credited with developing countless players who
advanced to successful careers in professional football. Their focus on
recruiting, mentoring, and skill development has been vital to the program’s
sustained success.

e Establishing LSU’s competitive legacy in college football
e Winning multiple SEC and national championships

e Innovating coaching strategies and systems

e Mentoring players who became NFL stars

e Building a passionate fan base and football culture

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head footbhall coach at LSU?

The first head football coach at LSU was Charles E. Coates, who coached the
team in 1893.

Which former LSU head football coach won a national
championship with the Tigers?

Nick Saban won a national championship with LSU in 2003.



Who coached LSU football before Ed Orgeron?

Les Miles was the head coach before Ed Orgeron, serving from 2005 to 2016.

Which former LSU coach has the longest tenure in the
program's history?

Charlie McClendon holds the record for the longest tenure as LSU head coach,
serving from 1962 to 1979.

How many former LSU head coaches have been inducted
into the College Football Hall of Fame?

Several former LSU head coaches, including Charles McClendon, Nick Saban, and
Paul Dietzel, have been inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame.

Who was the LSU head coach during the undefeated
1958 season?

Paul Dietzel was the head coach during LSU's undefeated 1958 season when they
won the national championship.

Which former LSU coach was known for implementing
the 'Tigerbait' defense?

Charles McClendon was known for popularizing the 'Tigerbait' defense during
his time at LSU.

Who succeeded Nick Saban as LSU head football coach?
Les Miles succeeded Nick Saban as LSU head football coach in 2005.

Which former LSU head coach returned to the program
as an interim coach?

Ed Orgeron served as an interim head coach in 2016 before being named the
permanent head coach.

Additional Resources

1. Nick Saban: The Making of a Champion at LSU

This biography chronicles Nick Saban’s impactful tenure as LSU’s head coach
from 2000 to 2004. It explores his coaching philosophy, leadership style, and
how he transformed the Tigers into a national powerhouse. The book also
covers the 2003 BCS National Championship season in detail, highlighting key
games and players.



2. Les Miles and the Gritty Glory of LSU Football

Focusing on Les Miles' era from 2005 to 2016, this book delves into the
coach’s unconventional methods and fiery personality. It provides an
insider's look at the team’s journey to the 2007 BCS National Championship.
Readers gain insight into the challenges and triumphs that defined Miles’
decade with the Tigers.

3. Ed Orgeron: The Cajun Comeback Story

This book tells the inspiring story of Ed Orgeron’s rise from interim coach
to national champion at LSU. It highlights his deep connection to Louisiana
and his ability to rally players and fans alike. The narrative covers his
2019 championship season and the culture he built within the program.

4. Paul Dietzel: The Innovator Behind LSU’s First National Title

A historical account of Paul Dietzel’s leadership in the late 1950s and early
1960s, this book explores how he introduced innovative strategies to college
football. It details the 1958 LSU Tigers’' undefeated season and national
championship win, emphasizing Dietzel’s lasting legacy on the sport.

5. Charlie McClendon: Building LSU’s Football Foundation

This biography focuses on Charlie McClendon’s long tenure from 1962 to 1979,
during which he became the winningest coach in LSU history at the time. The
book highlights his consistent success and contributions to the program’s
stability and growth. It also reflects on his influence on players and LSU
football culture.

6. Jerry Stovall: Transition and Turbulence at LSU

Examining the period from 1980 to 1983, this book covers Jerry Stovall's
challenges as a former LSU player turned head coach. It discusses the highs
and lows of his coaching career and the pressures faced in maintaining team
performance. The narrative provides context on LSU football’s evolution
during the early 1980s.

7. Gerry DiNardo: Reviving the Bayou Bengals

This book highlights Gerry DiNardo’s efforts to restore LSU football’s
competitiveness in the 1990s. It discusses key victories, recruiting
successes, and the rebuilding process that set the stage for future triumphs.
Readers learn about the obstacles DiNardo overcame in a highly competitive
SEC landscape.

8. Bill Arnsparger: Defense and Discipline at LSU

Detailing Bill Arnsparger’s brief but influential coaching stint from 1984 to
1986, this book emphasizes his defensive expertise and disciplined approach.
It examines how Arnsparger shaped the team’s identity and laid groundwork for
subsequent coaching regimes. The book also covers notable games and player
development under his leadership.

9. Bo Rein: The Untold Story of LSU’s Promising Coach

This poignant biography recounts Bo Rein’s short-lived tenure as LSU’s head
coach before his tragic death in 1980. It reflects on his coaching potential
and the expectations surrounding his appointment. The book serves as both a



tribute and a reflection on what might have been for both Rein and LSU
football.
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