franciscan health surgical tech
program

franciscan health surgical tech program is a comprehensive educational
pathway designed to prepare students for a rewarding career as surgical
technologists. This program offers in-depth training on surgical procedures,
sterile techniques, and patient care in operating rooms. Students gain both
theoretical knowledge and practical experience, enabling them to work
efficiently alongside surgeons, nurses, and other medical professionals.
Emphasizing hands-on learning and clinical rotations, the franciscan health
surgical tech program aims to equip future surgical techs with the skills
necessary to maintain high standards of safety and precision. The program
also covers essential topics such as anatomy, medical terminology, and
infection control. In this article, the detailed structure, admission
requirements, curriculum highlights, certification process, career
opportunities, and benefits of enrolling in the franciscan health surgical
tech program will be explored. The following sections provide a clear
overview of what prospective students can expect and how this program
supports their professional development.

e Overview of the Franciscan Health Surgical Tech Program
e Admission Requirements and Application Process

e Curriculum and Training Components

e Certification and Licensing

e Career Opportunities and Job Outlook

e Benefits of the Program and Student Support

Overview of the Franciscan Health Surgical Tech
Program

The franciscan health surgical tech program is structured to provide students
with a solid foundation in surgical technology principles and practices. It
is designed to meet the growing demand for qualified surgical technologists
in healthcare facilities, including hospitals, outpatient centers, and
specialty clinics. This program emphasizes the importance of sterile
techniques, patient safety, and teamwork in the operating room environment.
Through a combination of classroom instruction and clinical practice,
students learn to assist surgical teams by preparing operating rooms,
arranging instruments, and ensuring a smooth surgical process.



Program Goals and Objectives

The primary goals of the franciscan health surgical tech program include
preparing competent surgical technologists who can:

e Maintain aseptic techniques to prevent infection during surgeries

Understand surgical procedures and instrumentation

Effectively communicate with surgical teams and healthcare professionals

Ensure patient safety and comfort before, during, and after procedures

Adhere to ethical and professional standards in healthcare

Program Duration and Format

The program typically spans 12 to 18 months, depending on full-time or part-
time enrollment options. It combines didactic lectures, laboratory
simulations, and clinical rotations to provide a comprehensive learning
experience. Clinical placements occur in various surgical settings within the
Franciscan Health system, giving students exposure to diverse surgical cases
and practices.

Admission Requirements and Application Process

Admission to the franciscan health surgical tech program is competitive and
requires candidates to meet specific academic and professional prerequisites.
The selection process ensures that students possess the foundational skills
and motivation necessary for success in this demanding field.

Academic Prerequisites

Applicants must have a high school diploma or GED equivalent. Coursework in
biology, chemistry, and anatomy is highly recommended to build a strong
scientific background. Some programs may require minimum GPA standards or
completion of entrance exams to assess readiness.

Application Materials

The application process generally includes the submission of:

e Completed application form



Official transcripts from previous educational institutions

Letters of recommendation

Personal statement or essay outlining career goals

Proof of immunizations and health screenings

Interview and Selection

Qualified applicants may be invited for an interview to evaluate their
interpersonal skills, commitment to healthcare, and understanding of the
surgical technologist role. Selection decisions are based on academic
records, interview performance, and alignment with program values.

Curriculum and Training Components

The franciscan health surgical tech program curriculum is carefully designed
to cover all critical aspects of surgical technology. Students receive
instruction in both theoretical knowledge and practical skills necessary for
operating room assistance.

Core Coursework

Key courses typically include:

e Medical Terminology and Anatomy

Surgical Procedures and Techniques

Infection Control and Sterilization Methods

Pharmacology for Surgical Technologists

Patient Care and Safety Protocols

Laboratory and Simulation Training

Hands-on labs allow students to practice sterilizing instruments, setting up
surgical equipment, and simulating various surgical scenarios. These
exercises build confidence and proficiency in real-world tasks.



Clinical Rotations

Clinical experience is a cornerstone of the program, providing direct
exposure to surgical environments. Under supervision, students assist with
instrument handling, patient positioning, and maintaining sterile fields.
This practical training helps bridge the gap between classroom learning and
professional responsibilities.

Certification and Licensing

Graduates of the franciscan health surgical tech program are prepared to
pursue national certification, which is often required for employment in
surgical technology roles. Certification validates the candidate’s competence
and commitment to the profession.

Certified Surgical Technologist (CST) Exam

The National Board of Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting (NBSTSA)
administers the Certified Surgical Technologist exam. Eligibility typically
requires completion of an accredited surgical tech program such as the
franciscan health surgical tech program. The exam covers topics including
surgical procedures, aseptic techniques, anatomy, and patient care.

State Licensing Requirements

While many states do not mandate licensing for surgical technologists, some
require registration or certification. The program provides guidance on
meeting these requirements and maintaining certification through continuing
education.

Career Opportunities and Job Outlook

Completing the franciscan health surgical tech program opens the door to
various employment opportunities within healthcare settings. Surgical
technologists are essential members of surgical teams, contributing to
positive patient outcomes.

Employment Settings

Graduates can find work in:

e Hospitals and surgical centers

e Qutpatient clinics



e Specialty surgical practices
e Emergency care facilities

e Healthcare research and education

Job Growth and Salary Expectations

The demand for surgical technologists is projected to grow steadily due to an
aging population and advances in medical technology. According to labor
statistics, surgical techs enjoy competitive salaries and opportunities for
advancement into supervisory or specialized roles.

Benefits of the Program and Student Support

The franciscan health surgical tech program offers numerous benefits that
enhance student success and career readiness. Beyond comprehensive training,
students receive support to navigate academic challenges and professional
development.

Experienced Faculty and Resources

Students learn from experienced instructors who bring clinical expertise and
industry knowledge. Access to modern facilities and surgical equipment
ensures an immersive educational experience.

Student Services and Career Assistance

Support services include tutoring, counseling, and job placement assistance.
The program often facilitates connections with healthcare employers,
internships, and networking opportunities to aid students in launching their
careers.

Financial Aid and Scholarships

Various financial aid options and scholarships may be available to qualified
students, helping to reduce the cost of education and making the franciscan
health surgical tech program accessible to a diverse student population.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Franciscan Health Surgical Tech Program?

The Franciscan Health Surgical Tech Program is a specialized training program
designed to prepare students for a career as a surgical technologist,
focusing on assisting in surgical operations and ensuring a sterile
environment.

How long does the Franciscan Health Surgical Tech
Program take to complete?

The duration of the Franciscan Health Surgical Tech Program typically ranges
from 12 to 24 months, depending on the specific curriculum and whether it is
a certificate or associate degree program.

What are the admission requirements for the
Franciscan Health Surgical Tech Program?

Admission requirements generally include a high school diploma or GED,
prerequisite courses in biology and anatomy, a background check, and
sometimes an entrance exam or interview.

Is the Franciscan Health Surgical Tech Program
accredited?

Yes, the Franciscan Health Surgical Tech Program is accredited by recognized
accrediting bodies such as the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health
Education Programs (CAAHEP), ensuring quality education standards.

What certifications can I earn after completing the
Franciscan Health Surgical Tech Program?

Upon completion, graduates are eligible to sit for the Certified Surgical
Technologist (CST) exam administered by the National Board of Surgical
Technology and Surgical Assisting (NBSTSA).

What career opportunities are available after
graduating from the Franciscan Health Surgical Tech
Program?

Graduates can work as surgical technologists in hospitals, outpatient
surgical centers, and specialized clinics, assisting surgeons during
operations and managing surgical instruments.



Does the Franciscan Health Surgical Tech Program
offer clinical experience?

Yes, the program includes hands-on clinical rotations where students gain
real-world experience in operating rooms under the supervision of experienced
surgical technologists and surgeons.

What is the cost of the Franciscan Health Surgical
Tech Program?

The cost varies depending on the institution and program length, but
prospective students should expect tuition, fees, textbooks, and supplies,
with financial aid options often available.

How can I apply to the Franciscan Health Surgical
Tech Program?

Interested applicants can apply online through the Franciscan Health or
affiliated college website, submitting all required documents such as
transcripts, test scores, and completing any required interviews or
assessments.

Additional Resources

1. Essentials of Surgical Technology for Franciscan Health Programs

This comprehensive guide covers the foundational knowledge and practical
skills necessary for surgical technologists in the Franciscan Health system.
It includes detailed explanations of surgical procedures, sterile techniques,
and patient care protocols. The book is tailored to align with the curriculum
and standards of the Franciscan Health surgical tech program, making it an
essential resource for students.

2. Franciscan Health Surgical Tech Program: A Student’s Handbook

Designed specifically for students enrolled in the Franciscan Health surgical
tech program, this handbook offers step-by-step guidance through coursework
and clinical rotations. It emphasizes critical thinking, safety practices,
and teamwork in the operating room. The book also provides tips on exam
preparation and career development within the healthcare system.

3. Operating Room Procedures and Protocols: Franciscan Health Edition

This book focuses on the standard operating room procedures and protocols
followed at Franciscan Health facilities. It includes detailed checklists,
equipment handling instructions, and infection control measures. The text is
ideal for surgical tech students aiming to excel in clinical environments and
adhere to institutional guidelines.

4. Pharmacology for Surgical Technologists in Franciscan Health
Covering essential pharmacological concepts, this book is tailored for



surgical technologists working within Franciscan Health. It explains drug
classifications, effects, and administration relevant to surgical procedures.
The material helps students understand medication safety and patient
monitoring during surgery.

5. Advanced Surgical Techniques: Insights from Franciscan Health

This advanced text explores complex surgical techniques and innovative
technologies used in Franciscan Health hospitals. It includes case studies
and expert commentary to deepen students’ understanding of specialized
procedures. The book supports continuing education and skill enhancement for
surgical technologists.

6. Infection Control and Sterile Processing in Franciscan Health Surgery
Focusing on infection prevention, this book details the best practices for
sterile processing and environmental control in surgical settings. It
explains the role of surgical technologists in maintaining aseptic conditions
and preventing surgical site infections. The content aligns with Franciscan
Health’s rigorous health and safety standards.

7. Patient Care and Communication for Surgical Techs at Franciscan Health
Effective patient care and communication are critical components of the
surgical tech role. This book provides strategies for interacting with
patients, families, and healthcare teams within the Franciscan Health system.
It highlights empathy, professionalism, and cultural competence in the
perioperative environment.

8. Clinical Skills Workbook for Franciscan Health Surgical Tech Students

This workbook offers practical exercises, quizzes, and scenarios to reinforce
clinical skills taught in the Franciscan Health surgical tech program. It
encourages hands-on learning and self-assessment to build confidence and
competence. The exercises cover instrument handling, surgical setup, and
emergency procedures.

9. Career Pathways and Certification Guide for Franciscan Health Surgical
Technologists

A resource dedicated to helping students and graduates navigate their
professional journey within and beyond Franciscan Health. It covers
certification processes, resume building, job search strategies, and
continuing education opportunities. The guide aims to support surgical techs
in achieving long-term career success.
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