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history of england david hume represents a significant chapter in both historical
scholarship and philosophical discourse. David Hume, an 18th-century Scottish philosopher
and historian, made remarkable contributions to the chronicling of England’s past. His work,
particularly the multi-volume "The History of England," is noted for its critical approach,
narrative style, and influence on subsequent historians. This article explores the context in
which Hume wrote, the key themes and methodologies of his historical writings, and the
impact his perspective had on the understanding of English history. The history of England
David Hume presents is not just a retelling of events but an interpretation shaped by
Enlightenment ideas, skepticism, and empirical inquiry. This overview will also delve into
Hume’s philosophical background and how it informed his historical analysis, offering
readers a comprehensive insight into one of the seminal works of historical literature.
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David Hume: Life and Intellectual Context
David Hume (1711–1776) was a central figure of the Scottish Enlightenment whose work
spanned philosophy, economics, and history. Born in Edinburgh, Hume was educated at the
University of Edinburgh and quickly distinguished himself as a thinker committed to
empirical skepticism and rational inquiry. His historical writing was deeply intertwined with
his philosophical principles, particularly his views on human nature, causality, and
skepticism regarding religious and political dogma. The history of England David Hume
authored was conceived during a period of intense intellectual activity, reflecting the
Enlightenment’s emphasis on reason, critical thinking, and scientific method.

Early Influences and Education
Hume’s education exposed him to classical literature, philosophy, and history, setting the
foundation for his later works. His interest in history was not merely academic but tied to
his broader philosophical quest to understand human behavior and societal development.
He was influenced by earlier historians such as Tacitus and Machiavelli but sought to apply
a more empirical and less partisan approach to historical writing.



Philosophical Environment of the 18th Century
The Enlightenment period provided the fertile ground for Hume’s historical endeavors.
Intellectuals prioritized reason and empirical evidence over tradition and superstition.
Hume’s history was shaped by his desire to produce a rational and secular account of
England’s past, challenging prevailing narratives dominated by religious or royalist biases.

The Composition and Scope of The History of
England
Hume’s "The History of England" spans multiple volumes, covering the period from the
Roman invasion to the Glorious Revolution and beyond. Published between 1754 and 1762,
the work was groundbreaking in its ambition to provide a comprehensive and coherent
narrative of England’s political, social, and constitutional development. The history was
divided into several parts, each focusing on distinct eras and dynastic changes.

Chronological Coverage
The scope of the history encompasses key phases of English history including:

The Roman and Anglo-Saxon periods

The Norman Conquest and the Plantagenet dynasty

The Wars of the Roses

The Tudor dynasty and the Reformation

The Stuart period and the English Civil War

The Glorious Revolution of 1688

Publication and Editions
Hume’s work was published in multiple volumes over several years, each receiving
attention and critique from contemporaries. The initial volumes were met with enthusiasm,
though later ones sparked controversy for their political and religious interpretations.
Despite this, the work remained a bestseller and was translated into several European
languages.

Methodology and Philosophical Influences in



Hume’s History
The history of England David Hume authored is distinguished by its methodological rigor
and philosophical underpinnings. Hume applied his skeptical empiricism to historical
evidence, emphasizing critical evaluation of sources and avoiding uncritical acceptance of
traditional accounts. His approach combined narrative storytelling with analytical insight,
reflecting his broader epistemological views.

Empiricism and Skepticism
Hume approached historical documents and testimonies with caution, aware of human
biases and the unreliability of memory. He sought to corroborate events through multiple
sources and was skeptical of extraordinary claims without sufficient evidence. This
empirical stance was innovative for its time and laid groundwork for modern historiography.

Philosophical Concepts in Historical Analysis
Hume’s philosophy, particularly his ideas about causation and human nature, influenced his
interpretation of historical events. He posited that political and social phenomena were
driven by human passions and interests rather than divine will or abstract principles. This
naturalistic explanation distinguished his history from those that attributed events to
providence or fate.

Key Themes and Interpretations in Hume’s
Historical Narrative
Hume’s history is notable for its thematic emphases and interpretative stances, which often
challenged prevailing orthodoxies. His treatment of monarchy, religion, and constitutional
development reflected his commitment to Enlightenment ideals and skepticism toward
absolutism and fanaticism.

Monarchy and Political Power
Hume portrayed monarchy as a necessary but potentially dangerous institution. He
emphasized the importance of constitutional checks and balances and often critiqued the
excesses of royal authority. His history underscored the gradual evolution of political power
toward parliamentary sovereignty.

Religion and Historical Progress
Religion was a critical theme, as Hume analyzed the interplay between religious institutions
and political developments. He was critical of religious fanaticism and intolerance, viewing
them as sources of conflict and social stagnation. His secular perspective sought to explain



historical change without resorting to divine intervention.

Constitutional Development and Liberty
One of the central narratives in Hume’s work is the gradual development of constitutional
government and individual liberties in England. He traced the historical struggles between
monarchy and parliament, highlighting the importance of legal frameworks in securing
political stability and freedom.

Reception and Legacy of Hume’s History of
England
The impact of the history of England David Hume authored extends beyond the 18th
century, influencing both historical scholarship and political thought. His work was widely
read and debated, shaping how generations understood English history and governance.

Contemporary Reception
During Hume’s lifetime, his history was praised for its clarity and insight but also faced
criticism for perceived political bias and skepticism toward religious orthodoxy. Some
contemporaries accused him of promoting a pro-Whig agenda, while others valued his
empirical approach.

Influence on Later Historiography
Hume’s emphasis on critical source evaluation and empirical evidence became hallmarks of
modern historical methodology. His narrative style set a standard for accessible yet
scholarly history writing. Many later historians acknowledged his pioneering role in moving
history toward a scientific discipline.

Enduring Philosophical and Cultural Significance
Beyond historiography, Hume’s history continues to be studied for its philosophical depth
and cultural insights. It exemplifies the Enlightenment’s drive to understand the past
through reason and evidence, influencing fields such as political theory, philosophy of
history, and cultural studies.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was David Hume in the context of English history?
David Hume was an 18th-century Scottish philosopher, historian, and essayist known for his
influential works on empiricism and skepticism, as well as his historical writings, including
the 'History of England.'

What is the 'History of England' by David Hume?
The 'History of England' is a multi-volume historical work by David Hume, published
between 1754 and 1762, covering English history from the invasion of Julius Caesar to the
Glorious Revolution of 1688.

Why is David Hume's 'History of England' significant?
Hume's 'History of England' is significant because it was one of the first comprehensive
histories written in English that combined philosophical analysis with historical narrative,
influencing later historians and public perceptions of English history.

How did David Hume's philosophical views influence his
'History of England'?
Hume's empiricism and skepticism shaped his approach to history by emphasizing
evidence-based analysis, critical examination of sources, and a cautious attitude toward
accepted narratives and myths.

What time periods does David Hume's 'History of
England' cover?
David Hume's 'History of England' covers the period from the Roman invasion under Julius
Caesar up to the Glorious Revolution of 1688.

How was David Hume's 'History of England' received
during his lifetime?
During his lifetime, Hume's 'History of England' was popular and widely read, although
some contemporaries criticized his political and religious views expressed implicitly through
the work.

Did David Hume's 'History of England' influence later
historians?
Yes, Hume's work influenced later historians by setting a precedent for critical, secular
historical writing and encouraging a more analytical approach to understanding England's
past.



What distinguishes David Hume's historical writing
style?
Hume's historical writing is distinguished by its clear, elegant prose, philosophical insight,
and balanced judgment, avoiding partisan bias and focusing on causality and human
nature.

Are there any criticisms of David Hume's 'History of
England'?
Critics have pointed out that Hume sometimes showed a Tory bias and was sympathetic to
the Stuart monarchy, which affected his interpretation of certain events.

Where can one access David Hume's 'History of
England' today?
David Hume's 'History of England' is widely available today in libraries, bookstores, and
online platforms, including free versions on websites like Project Gutenberg and Google
Books.

Additional Resources
1. The History of England by David Hume
This seminal work by David Hume covers English history from the invasion of Julius Caesar
to the Glorious Revolution of 1688. Hume’s narrative is known for its eloquent prose and
philosophical insights, blending historical facts with moral reflections. The book significantly
influenced the development of modern historiography and remains a foundational text in
understanding England’s past.

2. David Hume: A Treatise of Human Nature and Historical Thought
This book explores how David Hume’s philosophical ideas shaped his approach to history,
particularly in his "History of England." It examines the intersection of Hume’s empiricism
and skepticism with his historical methodology. The text offers readers a deeper
understanding of how Hume’s philosophy informs his interpretation of historical events.

3. England in the Age of Hume: Politics and Society, 1711-1776
Focusing on the period during which Hume wrote, this book details the political, social, and
cultural context of 18th-century England. It highlights the complexities of the era that
influenced Hume’s historical writing. Readers gain insight into the societal transformations
and intellectual currents that shaped England’s development.

4. The Enlightenment and the English Historical Tradition
This volume discusses how Enlightenment thinkers like David Hume revolutionized the
recording and interpretation of history in England. It places Hume’s work alongside other
intellectuals who emphasized reason, progress, and secularism in historical narratives. The
book reveals the broader impact of Enlightenment ideas on English historiography.

5. David Hume’s England: Power, Politics, and Philosophy



This study connects Hume’s philosophical writings with his views on English political
history. It analyzes his perspectives on monarchy, liberty, and constitutionalism as reflected
in his historical accounts. The book offers a nuanced portrait of Hume as both a philosopher
and historian engaged with England’s political evolution.

6. The Making of Modern England: From Hume to the Industrial Revolution
Tracing developments from Hume’s era through the onset of industrialization, this book
examines key historical changes in England. It discusses how Hume’s historical narratives
laid groundwork for understanding England’s transformation. The text bridges 18th-century
intellectual history with economic and social progress.

7. History and Philosophy: The Legacy of David Hume in English Historiography
This book explores the lasting influence of Hume’s philosophical approach on English
historical writing. It highlights how his emphasis on empirical evidence and skepticism
shaped subsequent historians. The work underscores Hume’s role in transitioning history
from anecdotal storytelling to a more critical discipline.

8. England’s Past in the Eyes of David Hume
A focused study on how Hume interpreted pivotal moments in English history, including the
Tudor and Stuart periods. It assesses his narrative style and the moral judgments he makes
about historical figures. Readers gain appreciation for Hume’s unique blend of historical
fact and philosophical reflection.

9. Philosophy, History, and Politics: David Hume’s Impact on English Thought
This interdisciplinary work examines Hume’s contributions across philosophy, history, and
political theory in England. It considers how his historical writings influenced contemporary
and later political ideas. The book provides a comprehensive view of Hume’s multifaceted
legacy in English intellectual life.
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