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how to become facp is a significant career goal for many medical professionals aiming to establish
themselves as distinguished internists. Achieving the Fellow of the American College of Physicians
(FACP) designation reflects a physician’s commitment to excellence, leadership, and continuous professional
development in internal medicine. This article provides a comprehensive guide on the steps necessary to
obtain the FACP credential, including eligibility criteria, application processes, and the benefits associated
with this prestigious recognition. Understanding the requirements and preparing adequately can facilitate a
successful application and enhance professional standing. Additionally, this article will explore the
importance of maintaining the designation and how to leverage it for career advancement. The following
sections outline the detailed process and essential information regarding how to become facp.

Understanding the FACP Credential

Eligibility Requirements for FACP

Application Process for FACP

Benefits of Becoming an FACP

Maintaining and Advancing Your FACP Status

Understanding the FACP Credential
The Fellow of the American College of Physicians (FACP) is an honor that recognizes physicians who have
demonstrated excellence and dedication in internal medicine. This credential is awarded by the American
College of Physicians (ACP), one of the largest medical specialty organizations in the United States. Being
an FACP signifies that a physician has met rigorous standards in clinical practice, ethics, and professional
development. It also reflects leadership in the field and contributions to the advancement of internal
medicine.

What the FACP Designation Represents
The FACP title represents a commitment to high standards in patient care, education, and research.
Fellows are recognized for their clinical expertise, ethical conduct, and active involvement in the medical
community. The designation serves as a mark of distinction among peers and patients alike.



Who Grants the FACP?
The American College of Physicians is responsible for reviewing applications and granting the FACP
designation. The ACP evaluates candidates based on their qualifications, experience, and contributions to
internal medicine.

Eligibility Requirements for FACP
Understanding the eligibility criteria is essential for physicians interested in how to become facp. The ACP
has established specific requirements that applicants must meet to be considered for fellowship status. These
requirements ensure that only highly qualified and dedicated internists receive this honor.

Medical Education and Certification
Applicants must have a medical degree from an accredited institution and hold board certification or
eligibility in internal medicine or a related subspecialty. Board certification demonstrates a physician’s
proficiency and expertise in their field, which is a foundational requirement for the FACP designation.

Professional Experience and Practice
Candidates typically need to have several years of clinical practice experience after completing residency
training. This experience should reflect a commitment to internal medicine through patient care, teaching,
research, or administration.

Membership in the American College of Physicians
Only ACP members in good standing are eligible to apply for fellowship. Maintaining membership
involves meeting ongoing professional development requirements and adhering to the ACP’s code of
ethics.

Demonstrated Commitment to Internal Medicine
Applicants must provide evidence of ongoing professional development, leadership roles, scholarly
activities, or contributions to the medical community. This may include publications, presentations,
teaching, or participation in quality improvement projects.



Application Process for FACP
The process of applying to become an FACP involves submitting a detailed application that highlights a
candidate’s qualifications and achievements. Understanding the steps involved can help streamline the
application and increase the likelihood of acceptance.

Gathering Required Documentation
Applicants must compile documentation supporting their eligibility, including proof of medical education,
board certification, current ACP membership, and evidence of professional accomplishments. Letters of
recommendation from current Fellows or respected colleagues are also typically required.

Completing the Application Form
The ACP provides an application form that must be filled out accurately and comprehensively. This form
requests information about education, training, clinical experience, leadership activities, and scholarly work.

Submission and Review
Once the application is complete, it is submitted to the ACP for review by the Credentials Committee. This
committee evaluates the application against established criteria and makes recommendations regarding
fellowship status.

Notification and Induction
Successful applicants are notified of their acceptance and invited to an induction ceremony. This event
formally recognizes new Fellows and allows them to engage with other distinguished members of the
ACP community.

Benefits of Becoming an FACP
Understanding the advantages of holding the FACP designation can motivate physicians to pursue this
credential. The benefits extend beyond recognition and include tangible opportunities for career growth
and professional development.



Professional Recognition and Credibility
Being an FACP enhances a physician’s reputation among peers, employers, and patients. It signals a
verified level of expertise and dedication that can differentiate a physician in competitive job markets.

Access to Exclusive Resources and Networks
Fellows gain access to specialized ACP resources, educational programs, and leadership opportunities. The
fellowship also facilitates networking with other top professionals in internal medicine, fostering
collaboration and mentorship.

Opportunities for Leadership and Advocacy
Fellows often have increased opportunities to participate in leadership roles within the ACP and broader
medical community. They can influence policy, contribute to clinical guidelines, and advocate for
improvements in healthcare delivery.

Maintaining and Advancing Your FACP Status
After becoming an FACP, maintaining the designation requires ongoing commitment to professional
development and ethical practice. Continuing education and active participation in ACP activities are key
components of sustaining fellowship status.

Continuing Medical Education (CME)
Fellows must engage in regular CME activities to stay current with advances in internal medicine. This
commitment ensures that Fellows maintain clinical competence and deliver high-quality patient care.

Renewal and Revalidation
The ACP periodically reviews fellowship status to confirm that members continue to meet standards of
professionalism and practice. Renewal may involve submitting evidence of CME, professional
achievements, and adherence to ethical guidelines.

Engagement in ACP Activities
Active involvement in ACP committees, educational initiatives, or advocacy efforts demonstrates ongoing



dedication to the profession. Such engagement can open doors to further leadership roles and recognition
within the organization.

Meet the educational and certification requirements1.

Gain sufficient professional experience in internal medicine2.

Maintain active ACP membership3.

Prepare and submit a comprehensive application4.

Participate in the induction ceremony upon acceptance5.

Engage in continuous professional development to maintain status6.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does FACP stand for and why is it important to become one?
FACP stands for Fellow of the American College of Physicians. It is a prestigious designation awarded to
internal medicine physicians who demonstrate excellence and leadership in their field. Becoming an FACP
signifies a high level of professional achievement and commitment to ongoing medical education.

What are the basic eligibility requirements to become an FACP?
To be eligible for FACP, a physician must be board-certified in internal medicine or a related subspecialty,
have an active medical license, be a member of the American College of Physicians (ACP) in good standing,
and demonstrate ongoing commitment to medical education and professional development.

How can I apply for FACP membership through the American College of
Physicians?
You can apply for FACP by submitting an application through the ACP website. The application typically
requires documentation of your board certification, professional experience, contributions to internal
medicine, letters of recommendation, and evidence of professional development. Once reviewed and
approved, you will be inducted as a Fellow.



What are some tips to strengthen my application for becoming an FACP?
To strengthen your FACP application, maintain active involvement in clinical practice, participate in ACP
activities, publish research or articles related to internal medicine, engage in teaching or mentoring, and
obtain strong letters of recommendation from respected colleagues or mentors.

How long does it typically take to become an FACP after meeting
eligibility criteria?
The timeline varies, but after meeting eligibility criteria and submitting a complete application, the review
process usually takes several weeks to a few months. It is important to ensure all documentation is
thorough and accurate to avoid delays. Once approved, induction typically occurs at an ACP meeting or
event.

Additional Resources
1. Pathway to FACP: A Comprehensive Guide to Fellowship in the American College of Physicians
This book offers an in-depth overview of the steps needed to achieve Fellowship in the American College
of Physicians (FACP). It covers application processes, criteria for selection, and tips on how to build a strong
professional portfolio. Readers will find practical advice from current FACPs and strategies to excel in
clinical practice and academic contributions.

2. Mastering the FACP Journey: Strategies for Professional Growth and Recognition
Focused on career development, this book provides a roadmap for internal medicine physicians aiming to
become FACPs. It emphasizes leadership skills, research involvement, and community engagement as key
factors in the fellowship application. The author includes real-life examples and mentorship advice to help
candidates stand out.

3. FACP Fellowship: Navigating the Path to Excellence in Internal Medicine
This title breaks down the fellowship criteria into manageable steps, highlighting the importance of clinical
expertise, ethical practice, and continuous education. It includes sample application materials and interview
preparation tips. The book is designed to inspire physicians to maintain high standards and contribute
meaningfully to the profession.

4. Becoming a Fellow: The Ultimate Guide to the American College of Physicians
A practical handbook that details the benefits and responsibilities of becoming an FACP. It explains the
eligibility requirements, submission process, and common pitfalls to avoid. Additionally, it offers guidance
on networking within the ACP community and leveraging fellowship for career advancement.

5. Excellence in Internal Medicine: Preparing for the FACP Designation
This resource focuses on enhancing clinical knowledge and professional achievements to meet the FACP
standards. It includes chapters on publishing research, teaching, and participating in quality improvement



projects. The book encourages self-assessment and provides tools for documenting accomplishments
effectively.

6. From Internist to FACP: Building a Distinguished Medical Career
Targeted at early and mid-career physicians, this book outlines a step-by-step approach to earning the
FACP title. It discusses resume building, continuing medical education, and leadership roles within
healthcare organizations. The author offers motivational insights and emphasizes lifelong learning as a
cornerstone of fellowship.

7. The FACP Applicant’s Handbook: Tips, Tools, and Techniques
This guide compiles practical advice for preparing a compelling FACP application. It includes checklists,
timelines, and templates to streamline the process. Readers will benefit from expert suggestions on personal
statements, recommendation letters, and maintaining professionalism throughout the journey.

8. Leadership and Scholarship: Key Components of the FACP Credential
Highlighting the dual pillars of leadership and academic contribution, this book explores how these
elements influence fellowship selection. It provides strategies to develop leadership skills in clinical settings
and ways to engage in meaningful research and teaching. The author shares insights from successful
fellows to inspire readers.

9. Achieving FACP: A Physician’s Guide to Recognition and Impact
This book emphasizes the broader impact of becoming an FACP on patient care and the medical
community. It discusses the role of FACPs in shaping healthcare policies and mentoring future physicians.
The text motivates candidates to pursue fellowship not only as a credential but as a commitment to
excellence and service.
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