
is husch blackwell big law

is husch blackwell big law a question commonly asked by law students, legal
professionals, and clients seeking comprehensive legal services. Husch
Blackwell is a prominent national law firm known for its wide range of
practice areas and substantial attorney base. This article explores whether
Husch Blackwell qualifies as a big law firm by examining its size, revenue,
geographic presence, practice areas, and reputation within the legal
industry. Understanding where Husch Blackwell stands in the spectrum of law
firms helps potential clients and legal talent make informed decisions. The
discussion will also compare Husch Blackwell to traditional big law firms,
highlighting similarities and differences. Below is a detailed overview of
key aspects regarding Husch Blackwell’s status as a big law firm.
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Overview of Husch Blackwell
Husch Blackwell is a full-service law firm headquartered in the United
States, with a history dating back to the early 20th century. The firm has
grown significantly over the decades through organic growth and strategic
mergers. It offers legal services across a broad spectrum of industries and
practice areas, including corporate law, litigation, healthcare, energy,
intellectual property, and real estate. Husch Blackwell is recognized for its
client-focused approach and commitment to delivering tailored legal
solutions. The firm’s emphasis on innovation and diversity has contributed to
its expanding footprint in the legal market.



Defining Big Law
The term “big law” typically refers to large, multinational law firms
characterized by significant attorney headcounts, high revenues, extensive
geographic presence, and broad practice areas. These firms often serve
Fortune 500 companies, financial institutions, and major governmental
entities. Big law firms are known for their competitive salaries, rigorous
work environments, and comprehensive legal services. Common metrics for
defining big law include the number of attorneys (often in the hundreds or
thousands), revenue figures reaching into the hundreds of millions or
billions, and multiple offices across major cities worldwide.

Firm Size and Attorney Count
One of the primary indicators of whether Husch Blackwell qualifies as big law
is its size in terms of attorney count. The firm employs approximately 600 to
700 lawyers across various offices. This sizable attorney base places Husch
Blackwell among the larger national law firms, although it is smaller than
some of the multinational giants with several thousand lawyers. The firm’s
attorney count supports its ability to handle complex and large-scale legal
matters, aligning with many characteristics of big law firms.

Growth Through Mergers
Husch Blackwell’s growth has been bolstered by several strategic mergers with
regional firms, expanding both its attorney count and geographic reach. These
mergers have enhanced the firm’s capacity to serve clients in multiple
jurisdictions and industries.

Geographic Reach and Offices
Husch Blackwell maintains a significant geographic presence with offices
located in major U.S. cities such as Kansas City, St. Louis, Chicago, Denver,
Nashville, and Washington D.C., among others. While it does not have an
extensive international presence like some global big law firms, its national
footprint is robust and strategically placed in key legal markets. This
geographic distribution allows Husch Blackwell to serve regional, national,
and certain international clients effectively.

Regional Strengths
The firm is particularly strong in the Midwest and Southern United States,
with deep roots in Missouri, Illinois, and Tennessee. This regional strength
complements its national reach and contributes to its reputation as a leading
firm in those markets.



Practice Areas and Industry Focus
Husch Blackwell offers a comprehensive range of practice areas, supporting
the complex legal needs of its clients. The firm’s services include corporate
and securities law, litigation, intellectual property, labor and employment,
energy and natural resources, healthcare, real estate, and government
relations. The diversity of practice areas is a hallmark of big law firms,
enabling them to provide multidisciplinary legal advice.

Corporate and Business Transactions

Intellectual Property and Technology

Litigation and Dispute Resolution

Healthcare and Life Sciences

Energy and Environmental Law

Labor and Employment Law

Government Affairs and Regulatory Compliance

Industry-Specific Expertise
Husch Blackwell also emphasizes industry-specific expertise, serving clients
in sectors such as healthcare, energy, financial services, manufacturing, and
real estate. This focus enables the firm to provide nuanced legal counsel
tailored to industry challenges and regulations.

Financial Metrics and Revenue
Revenue and financial performance are key metrics in assessing whether a law
firm is big law. Husch Blackwell generates annual revenues estimated in the
range of $300 million to $400 million. While substantial, these figures are
generally lower than those of the world’s largest law firms, which often
exceed $1 billion in revenue. Nonetheless, Husch Blackwell’s strong financial
standing supports its competitive attorney compensation, investments in
technology, and client service capabilities.

Profitability and Growth
The firm has demonstrated consistent profitability and revenue growth,
reflecting its successful business strategy and client retention. Its



financial health positions Husch Blackwell as a mid-to-upper tier national
law firm with some big law characteristics.

Reputation and Rankings
Husch Blackwell is well-regarded within the legal industry and frequently
appears in reputable law firm rankings such as Chambers USA, The Best Lawyers
in America, and U.S. News & World Report. The firm is recognized for its
strong practice groups, client service, and workplace culture. These
accolades contribute to its standing as a significant player in the national
legal market, often alongside other large firms classified within big law.

Client Base and Market Perception
The firm serves a diverse client base, including Fortune 500 companies,
governmental entities, and emerging businesses. Market perception views Husch
Blackwell as a reliable and capable firm with the resources and expertise
expected of big law firms, particularly in its core regional markets.

Comparison with Traditional Big Law Firms
While Husch Blackwell shares many characteristics of big law firms, such as a
large attorney base, wide geographic presence, and diverse practice areas, it
differs in scale from global mega-firms like Kirkland & Ellis, Latham &
Watkins, or Skadden Arps. These mega-firms typically have several thousand
lawyers and extensive international offices. Husch Blackwell is more
accurately described as a large national firm with some attributes of big
law, particularly in the Midwest and Southern United States.

Size: Smaller than global big law giants but larger than regional firms.

Geographic Scope: National with regional concentration versus global.

Revenue: Robust but below mega-firm levels.

Practice Breadth: Comprehensive and multidisciplinary.

Clientele: Mix of large corporations and regional clients.

Overall, Husch Blackwell stands as a major national law firm with many
qualities associated with big law, though it does not fully enter the global
mega-firm tier.



Frequently Asked Questions

Is Husch Blackwell considered a big law firm?
Husch Blackwell is generally categorized as a mid-sized law firm rather than
a traditional big law firm, which typically refers to firms with several
hundred to thousands of attorneys.

How many attorneys does Husch Blackwell have?
Husch Blackwell has approximately 450 attorneys, making it a substantial firm
but smaller than the largest big law firms.

Does Husch Blackwell have a national presence like
typical big law firms?
Yes, Husch Blackwell has offices across the United States, including major
cities, giving it a strong national presence similar to many big law firms.

What practice areas does Husch Blackwell specialize
in?
Husch Blackwell covers a wide range of practice areas such as corporate law,
healthcare, energy, real estate, intellectual property, and litigation, which
are common in big law firms.

Is Husch Blackwell known for handling large-scale
corporate clients?
Yes, Husch Blackwell represents large corporate clients and handles complex
transactions and litigation, which aligns with the profile of big law firms.

How does Husch Blackwell's firm culture compare to
big law firms?
Husch Blackwell is known for a collaborative and collegial culture with a
strong emphasis on work-life balance, which some may find different from the
traditionally intense culture of big law firms.

Does Husch Blackwell offer summer associate programs
like big law firms?
Yes, Husch Blackwell offers summer associate programs that provide law
students with hands-on experience, similar to many big law firms.



How competitive is it to get a job at Husch
Blackwell compared to big law firms?
Husch Blackwell is competitive to join, especially for entry-level and
lateral positions, though the hiring process may be somewhat less intense
than at the largest big law firms.

What is the typical salary range for associates at
Husch Blackwell?
Associate salaries at Husch Blackwell are competitive and generally align
with market rates for mid-sized firms, though slightly lower than the top-
tier big law firms' salaries.

Can Husch Blackwell be a good career choice for
those interested in big law experience?
Yes, Husch Blackwell offers exposure to complex legal work and large clients,
making it a good option for attorneys seeking substantial legal experience
akin to big law, but in a mid-sized firm environment.

Additional Resources
1. Inside Big Law: The Rise of Husch Blackwell
This book offers an in-depth look at the growth and development of Husch
Blackwell, one of the prominent big law firms in the United States. It
explores the firm’s strategic mergers, leadership, and how it carved a niche
in various legal markets. Readers get insight into the challenges and
triumphs of scaling a law firm to national prominence.

2. Big Law Dynamics: Understanding Husch Blackwell’s Success
Focusing on the operational and cultural aspects, this book examines the
internal dynamics that make Husch Blackwell a standout in the competitive
world of big law. It discusses the firm’s commitment to diversity,
innovation, and client service, providing a blueprint for other firms aiming
to achieve similar success.

3. Navigating Big Law: Career Paths at Husch Blackwell
This guidebook is tailored for law students and young attorneys interested in
joining large firms like Husch Blackwell. It covers recruitment processes,
career development, mentorship programs, and the work-life balance challenges
typical in big law environments, using Husch Blackwell as a case study.

4. The Legal Landscape: Husch Blackwell’s Role in Big Law
An analytical overview of how Husch Blackwell fits into the broader context
of big law firms across the country. The book reviews the firm’s practice
areas, key cases, and industry impact, highlighting how it influences legal
trends and client relations in the big law sector.



5. Innovating Legal Practice: Husch Blackwell’s Approach to Big Law
This title explores the innovative strategies Husch Blackwell has implemented
to stay competitive in the evolving legal market. Topics include technology
adoption, alternative fee arrangements, and client engagement methods that
set the firm apart from traditional big law practices.

6. Building a Big Law Brand: The Husch Blackwell Story
Delving into marketing and branding strategies, this book outlines how Husch
Blackwell developed a strong and recognizable brand identity. It discusses
the importance of reputation management, community involvement, and thought
leadership in establishing a big law presence.

7. Big Law Ethics: Challenges and Practices at Husch Blackwell
Addressing the ethical considerations within big law firms, this book uses
Husch Blackwell as a primary example to discuss compliance, professional
responsibility, and conflict of interest management. It offers practical
advice for maintaining integrity in high-stakes legal environments.

8. Client-Centered Big Law: Husch Blackwell’s Approach to Service
This book focuses on how Husch Blackwell prioritizes client relationships and
customizes legal solutions to meet diverse needs. It examines case studies
where the firm’s client-first philosophy led to successful outcomes and long-
term partnerships.

9. The Future of Big Law: Insights from Husch Blackwell
Looking forward, this book speculates on the future trends in big law and how
firms like Husch Blackwell are preparing to adapt. It covers topics such as
artificial intelligence, globalization, and shifting regulatory landscapes,
providing a forward-thinking perspective for legal professionals.
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