Is uscis closed on juneteenth 2023

is uscis closed on juneteenth 2023 is a common question among individuals seeking immigration
services and official processing. As Juneteenth has been recognized as a federal holiday, many
wonder if the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) offices observe this holiday
and close their doors accordingly. Understanding USCIS's holiday schedule is essential for applicants
and petitioners to plan their submissions, appointments, and follow-ups effectively. This article will
explore whether USCIS is closed on Juneteenth 2023, explain the significance of the holiday, outline
the official federal holiday schedule, and provide tips on how to navigate USCIS services around such
closures. By the end, readers will have a clear understanding of USCIS operations during Juneteenth
and related federal holidays.
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USCIS Holiday Schedule and Juneteenth

USCIS, as a federal agency, typically follows the federal holiday schedule issued by the United States
government. In 2021, Juneteenth National Independence Day was officially designated as a federal
holiday, observed annually on June 19th. This means that most federal offices, including USCIS,
recognize Juneteenth as a non-working holiday. Consequently, USCIS offices, service centers, and field
offices are generally closed on Juneteenth.

USCIS Closure on Juneteenth 2023

For the year 2023, USCIS observes Juneteenth National Independence Day on Monday, June 19th. As a
result, USCIS offices will be closed on this date. This closure affects all in-person services, customer
service hotlines, and routine processing activities. Applicants and petitioners should anticipate no
USCIS operations on this day and plan accordingly to avoid delays caused by the holiday.

Other Federal Holidays Observed by USCIS

In addition to Juneteenth, USCIS observes several other federal holidays throughout the year. These
closures impact service availability and processing timelines. The key federal holidays observed
include:



New Year’s Day (January 1)

Martin Luther King Jr. Day (third Monday in January)

Presidents’ Day (third Monday in February)

Memorial Day (last Monday in May)

¢ Juneteenth National Independence Day (June 19)
¢ Independence Day (July 4)

e Labor Day (first Monday in September)

e Columbus Day (second Monday in October)

e Veterans Day (November 11)

e Thanksgiving Day (fourth Thursday in November)

e Christmas Day (December 25)

These holidays mark days when USCIS offices suspend normal operations, affecting application
processing and in-person appointments.

The Significance of Juneteenth as a Federal Holiday

Juneteenth, celebrated annually on June 19th, commemorates the emancipation of enslaved African
Americans in the United States. It marks the day in 1865 when Union soldiers arrived in Galveston,
Texas, and announced the end of slavery, more than two years after the Emancipation Proclamation.
Recognizing Juneteenth as a federal holiday reflects its historical importance and promotes awareness
of African American history and culture.

Historical Context of Juneteenth

Juneteenth originated as a state holiday in Texas and gradually spread to other states before gaining
national recognition. The holiday symbolizes freedom, resilience, and the ongoing struggle for
equality and civil rights. With its designation as a federal holiday, Juneteenth has become an official
day of remembrance and celebration across the United States, including federal government agencies
such as USCIS.

Federal Holiday Status and Federal Agencies

The establishment of Juneteenth as a federal holiday means all federal agencies, including USCIS,
recognize the day as a legal public holiday. This status mandates the closure of federal offices and
suspension of standard government business on June 19th, except for emergency services or critical



operations. Therefore, USCIS’s observance of Juneteenth aligns with the broader federal government
policy.

Impact of USCIS Closure on Immigration Services

When USCIS offices close for Juneteenth, applicants and petitioners experience a temporary halt in
access to many immigration-related services. Understanding these impacts can help manage
expectations and avoid complications during the application process.

Effect on Application Processing

USCIS processes millions of applications and petitions each year, and office closures directly affect
processing times. On Juneteenth 2023, no adjudications, interviews, or routine service actions will
occur. This pause may lead to slight delays in case processing, especially for time-sensitive filings or
appointments scheduled around the holiday.

Customer Service and Support Availability

USCIS customer service centers and helplines will also be closed on Juneteenth 2023. Individuals
seeking assistance with case status inquiries, appointment rescheduling, or general information will
be unable to reach representatives on this day. It is advisable to contact USCIS before or after the
holiday for support.

In-Person Services and Appointments

All USCIS field offices, asylum offices, and Application Support Centers (ASCs) will be closed on
Juneteenth. This includes biometric appointments, interviews, naturalization ceremonies, and other in-
person services. Anyone with scheduled appointments on June 19th should expect rescheduling or
confirmation notices in advance from USCIS.

Planning Around USCIS Holiday Closures

To minimize disruptions caused by USCIS closures on holidays like Juneteenth, applicants and
petitioners should plan their immigration activities strategically. Awareness of the federal holiday
calendar and USCIS operational schedule is critical.

Tips for Managing USCIS Deadlines and Appointments

Consider the following guidelines when dealing with USCIS services around Juneteenth or other
federal holidays:

1. Submit Applications Early: File petitions and applications well before deadlines to account
for holiday closures and potential processing delays.



2. Check Appointment Dates: Confirm your biometric, interview, or ceremony appointments
ahead of time, especially if they fall near federal holidays.

3. Monitor USCIS Announcements: Stay updated with official USCIS notices regarding holiday
schedules and any changes in service availability.

4. Plan for Processing Delays: Anticipate that case processing may slow down due to office
closures and increased workload before and after holidays.

5. Use Online Tools: Utilize USCIS online case status tools and self-service options to track
applications during office closures.

Alternative Resources During USCIS Closures

While USCIS offices are closed on Juneteenth, applicants can access several resources independently:

e Check case status online through the USCIS website.
» Review official USCIS policy updates and guides.
* Prepare necessary documents and forms in advance.

e Consult accredited immigration attorneys or representatives for guidance.

Frequently Asked Questions About USCIS and
Juneteenth

Many individuals have common questions regarding USCIS operations on Juneteenth. The following
answers address typical inquiries to clarify USCIS holiday observance.

Is USCIS closed on Juneteenth every year?

Yes, since Juneteenth became a federal holiday in 2021, USCIS observes the holiday annually on June
19th by closing its offices and suspending normal services.

What happens if my USCIS appointment falls on Juneteenth
2023?

If an appointment is scheduled on June 19th, 2023, USCIS will likely reschedule it to a later date.
Applicants should receive notification from USCIS about any changes. It is important to monitor
correspondence closely.



Does USCIS process applications faster before or after
Juneteenth?

Processing speed may vary, but generally, USCIS experiences a temporary slowdown during federal
holidays due to office closures. Increased application submissions prior to the holiday could also
contribute to processing delays immediately afterward.

Can | submit my application online on Juneteenth?

Online submission portals remain accessible 24/7, including on holidays. However, USCIS staff will not
process received applications until offices reopen after Juneteenth.

How can | contact USCIS during the Juneteenth closure?

USCIS customer service lines and offices are closed on Juneteenth. It is recommended to contact
USCIS before or after the holiday. Online resources and self-service tools remain available for case
management and information.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is USCIS closed on Juneteenth 2023?

Yes, USCIS offices are closed on Juneteenth in 2023 as it is a federal holiday.

Why is USCIS closed on Juneteenth 2023?

USCIS observes federal holidays, including Juneteenth, which became a federal holiday in 2021, so
offices are closed on that day.

Will USCIS process applications on Juneteenth 2023?

No, USCIS will not process applications on Juneteenth 2023 because the offices are closed.

When will USCIS reopen after Juneteenth 20232

USCIS will reopen on the next business day following Juneteenth 2023.

Can | submit USCIS forms online on Juneteenth 2023?

Yes, you can submit forms online through the USCIS website on Juneteenth 2023, but no in-person
services will be available.



Are USCIS customer service phone lines available on
Juneteenth 20237

No, USCIS customer service phone lines will be closed on Juneteenth 2023.

Does the USCIS processing time get affected by Juneteenth
2023 closure?

Yes, processing times may be slightly delayed due to the closure of USCIS on Juneteenth 2023.

Is the USCIS website updated for Juneteenth 2023 holiday
hours?

Yes, the USCIS website provides information about holiday closures including Juneteenth 2023.

Are USCIS field offices and service centers closed on
Juneteenth 20237

Yes, all USCIS field offices and service centers are closed on Juneteenth 2023.

Can | schedule a USCIS appointment on Juneteenth 2023?

No, you cannot schedule or attend a USCIS appointment on Juneteenth 2023 as offices are closed.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding USCIS Holiday Schedules: A 2023 Guide

This book provides a comprehensive overview of USCIS holiday closures, including Juneteenth 2023. It
explains the significance of federal holidays and how they impact immigration services. Readers will
find tips on planning their applications around these closures to avoid delays.

2. Juneteenth and Its Impact on Government Services

Focusing on the historical and cultural importance of Juneteenth, this book also explores how federal
agencies, including USCIS, observe the holiday. It offers insights into the evolving recognition of
Juneteenth and practical advice for immigrants and attorneys navigating service interruptions.

3. USCIS Operations and Holiday Closures: What You Need to Know

This title dives into the operational calendar of USCIS, detailing all official closures in 2023. It includes
specific guidance on Juneteenth and other holidays, helping applicants understand how these impact
processing times and appointment scheduling.

4. Immigration Process Timing: Avoiding Delays During USCIS Holidays

A practical guide for immigrants and legal professionals, this book highlights strategies to minimize
delays caused by USCIS closures like Juneteenth 2023. It covers how to track USCIS announcements
and prepare applications accordingly to ensure timely processing.

5. Federal Holidays and Immigration Services: Navigating USCIS Closures



This book explores the relationship between federal holidays, such as Juneteenth, and their influence
on immigration services. It offers detailed explanations of USCIS policies and provides users with a
calendar of closures for efficient planning.

6. Juneteenth 2023: Its Recognition and Effects on Public Services

Examining the first year Juneteenth was recognized as a federal holiday, this book discusses its
impact on various public services, including USCIS. It provides a historical context and practical
implications for people using federal services.

7. The Complete USCIS Calendar: Holidays, Closures, and Processing Times

An essential resource for applicants, this book compiles all USCIS holiday closures, including
Juneteenth 2023, and explains how these affect case processing times. It helps readers understand
the best times to submit applications and schedule appointments.

8. Planning Your Immigration Journey: USCIS Holidays and Service Availability

This guide assists immigrants in planning their application timelines by highlighting USCIS service
availability around holidays like Juneteenth. It includes checklists and timelines to help avoid pitfalls
related to service interruptions.

9. Federal Holiday Observances and Their Impact on Immigration Services

This book analyzes how federal holidays, including the newly established Juneteenth, affect agencies
such as USCIS. It provides a policy overview and practical advice to applicants on managing
expectations during holiday closures.
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