
javma instructions for authors

javma instructions for authors provide essential guidelines for researchers,
veterinarians, and professionals seeking to publish their work in the Journal of the American
Veterinary Medical Association (JAVMA). These instructions ensure that manuscripts meet
the journal’s high standards for scientific rigor, clarity, and ethical compliance.
Understanding and adhering to the JAVMA instructions for authors facilitates a smooth
submission process, improves the quality of the manuscript, and increases the likelihood of
publication. This article offers a comprehensive overview of the key components of the
JAVMA instructions for authors, including manuscript preparation, formatting requirements,
ethical considerations, and submission protocols. Additionally, it covers specific details on
figures, tables, references, and peer review expectations. Whether submitting original
research, case reports, or review articles, authors will find the necessary information to
navigate JAVMA’s editorial standards successfully. The following sections outline the main
aspects of the JAVMA instructions for authors that every prospective contributor should
know.

Manuscript Preparation and Formatting

Ethical and Legal Considerations

Figures, Tables, and Supplementary Materials

References and Citation Guidelines

Submission Process and Peer Review

Manuscript Preparation and Formatting
Proper manuscript preparation is critical for complying with the JAVMA instructions for
authors. This section details the structural and stylistic requirements that contribute to a
clear and professional presentation of research findings and clinical reports.

General Structure of Manuscripts
Manuscripts submitted to JAVMA should follow a well-defined structure, typically including
the following sections: Title Page, Abstract, Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results,
Discussion, Acknowledgments, and References. Each section serves a specific purpose in
presenting the research comprehensively and logically.



Formatting Guidelines
JAVMA specifies precise formatting instructions to maintain consistency across published
articles:

Use standard American English, with clear and concise language.

Double-space the entire manuscript, including references and figure legends.

Employ 12-point Times New Roman or a similar font.

Number all pages consecutively, starting with the Title Page.

Limit the abstract to 250 words, summarizing the objectives, methods, results, and
conclusions.

Use standard abbreviations and define any nonstandard abbreviations at first
mention.

Word Count and Article Types
The JAVMA instructions for authors specify different word limits depending on the article
type. Original research articles typically have a higher word count allowance than case
reports or brief communications. Authors must verify these limits to ensure compliance
before submission.

Ethical and Legal Considerations
Adherence to ethical standards is a cornerstone of the JAVMA instructions for authors. This
section outlines the necessary disclosures and approvals required to uphold research
integrity and protect animal welfare.

Animal Use and Welfare
Authors must provide statements confirming that all animal use was approved by an
institutional animal care and use committee or equivalent ethical review board. The journal
requires compliance with accepted guidelines for the humane treatment of animals in
research and clinical practice.

Conflict of Interest and Funding Disclosure
Full disclosure of any potential conflicts of interest is mandatory. Authors should also
disclose sources of funding or financial support that may have influenced the research or
manuscript preparation.



Permissions and Copyright
Any material previously published or proprietary content used in the manuscript must have
proper permission and attribution. Authors retain copyright but grant JAVMA the right to
publish and distribute the article.

Figures, Tables, and Supplementary Materials
Visual aids such as figures and tables play a vital role in illustrating research findings. The
JAVMA instructions for authors provide detailed guidance on the preparation and
submission of these materials to ensure clarity and reproducibility.

Figure Preparation
Figures should be submitted in high-resolution formats, preferably TIFF or JPEG, with a
minimum resolution of 300 dpi. Each figure must have a concise caption explaining the
content clearly. Color figures are accepted but should be meaningful and add value to the
article.

Tables
Tables should be self-explanatory and complement the text without duplicating information.
They must be formatted using simple, clear layouts with consistent fonts and spacing. Each
table requires a descriptive title and footnotes to clarify any abbreviations or symbols used.

Supplementary Materials
Additional data files, videos, or extended datasets can be submitted as supplementary
materials. These files undergo review but are published online only and not included in the
print version. Authors should ensure that supplementary materials are relevant and
enhance the manuscript.

References and Citation Guidelines
Accurate citation of sources is essential for academic credibility and to acknowledge prior
work. JAVMA instructions for authors specify the preferred referencing style and format for
in-text citations and the reference list.

Citation Style
JAVMA uses a numeric referencing system, with citations numbered consecutively in the
order of appearance in the text. The reference list at the end of the manuscript should
correspond numerically to the citations and include complete bibliographic details.



Reference Formatting
References must include all authors’ names, article titles, journal names abbreviated
according to standard conventions, publication year, volume, and page numbers. For books,
authors should list the title, edition, publisher, location, and year.

Examples of Common Reference Types

Journal Article: Author(s). Title. Journal Abbreviation. Year;Volume:Pages.1.

Book: Author(s). Title. Edition. Publisher; Year.2.

Online Resources: Author(s). Title. Website Name. Year. Accessed Date.3.

Submission Process and Peer Review
The final stage in complying with the JAVMA instructions for authors involves the
manuscript submission and peer review protocols. Understanding these procedures
facilitates timely consideration and publication.

Manuscript Submission
Authors must submit manuscripts electronically through the designated submission portal,
ensuring all required files and forms are complete and accurate. This includes the
manuscript text, figures, tables, cover letter, disclosures, and any supplementary materials.

Peer Review Process
Manuscripts undergo a rigorous peer review by experts in veterinary medicine and related
fields. Reviewers assess originality, scientific validity, clarity, and relevance. Authors are
expected to respond constructively to reviewer comments and make necessary revisions.

Post-Acceptance Procedures
After acceptance, manuscripts go through copyediting, formatting, and proofing stages.
Authors receive proofs for final approval before the article is published online and in print.
Compliance with JAVMA instructions for authors ensures a smooth transition through these
phases.



Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the JAVMA Instructions for Authors?
The JAVMA Instructions for Authors can be found on the American Veterinary Medical
Association (AVMA) website under the JAVMA journal section.

What types of articles does JAVMA accept according to
its Instructions for Authors?
JAVMA accepts original research articles, case reports, review articles, clinical
communications, and commentaries, among other types, as outlined in their Instructions for
Authors.

How should references be formatted in manuscripts
submitted to JAVMA?
References in JAVMA manuscripts should be formatted according to the journal’s specific
style, which includes numbered citations in the text and a reference list formatted as per
the Instructions for Authors.

What are the requirements for figures and tables in
JAVMA submissions?
Figures and tables must be clear, professionally prepared, and submitted separately with
appropriate legends, following the specifications detailed in the JAVMA Instructions for
Authors.

Are there word limits for different types of submissions
in JAVMA?
Yes, the JAVMA Instructions for Authors specify word limits depending on the article type,
such as shorter limits for case reports and longer for original research articles.

Does JAVMA require a specific ethical statement in
submitted manuscripts?
Yes, authors must include statements regarding ethical approval for animal use or human
subjects, as required by JAVMA’s Instructions for Authors.

How should authors handle conflicts of interest in their
JAVMA submissions?
Authors must disclose any potential conflicts of interest in a dedicated section as outlined in
the JAVMA Instructions for Authors.



What is the peer review process described in the JAVMA
Instructions for Authors?
JAVMA uses a double-blind peer review process, where both authors and reviewers remain
anonymous, as detailed in the Instructions for Authors.

Additional Resources
1. JAVMA Author Guidelines: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides an in-depth overview of the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical
Association's specific instructions for authors. It covers manuscript preparation, ethical
considerations, and submission protocols. Ideal for veterinarians and researchers aiming to
publish in JAVMA, it demystifies the editorial expectations and streamlines the writing
process.

2. Mastering Scientific Writing for JAVMA Submissions
Focused on enhancing scientific communication, this book offers practical advice on
structuring articles according to JAVMA’s standards. It includes tips on clarity, style, and
adherence to formatting rules. Readers will find examples and checklists to ensure their
manuscripts meet the journal’s rigorous criteria.

3. The Veterinary Author’s Handbook: Navigating JAVMA Instructions
This handbook is tailored for veterinary professionals seeking to publish in JAVMA. It
explains the step-by-step requirements for authors, from initial submission to final
publication. The text also addresses common pitfalls and provides strategies for effective
peer review responses.

4. Ethical Publishing in Veterinary Medicine: JAVMA’s Perspective
Highlighting the ethical standards outlined by JAVMA, this book discusses authorship,
conflict of interest disclosures, and research integrity. It serves as a vital resource for
authors to understand and comply with the journal’s ethical policies. Case studies illustrate
best practices and the consequences of ethical breaches.

5. Formatting Your Manuscript for JAVMA: A Practical Guide
This guide focuses on the technical aspects of manuscript preparation, including formatting
text, tables, figures, and references in line with JAVMA requirements. It provides detailed
instructions and templates to facilitate a smooth submission process. Authors will find it
useful for avoiding common formatting errors.

6. Effective Literature Review Techniques for JAVMA Authors
The book offers guidance on conducting and writing comprehensive literature reviews
tailored for JAVMA submissions. It emphasizes selecting relevant sources, synthesizing
information, and integrating citations properly. This resource helps authors build a solid
foundation for their research articles.

7. Peer Review and Revision Strategies for JAVMA Manuscripts
Focused on the post-submission phase, this book assists authors in understanding the peer
review process specific to JAVMA. It provides insights on interpreting reviewers’ comments
and revising manuscripts accordingly. The text promotes constructive engagement to



improve the chances of acceptance.

8. Statistical Reporting in JAVMA: Best Practices for Authors
This resource clarifies JAVMA’s expectations regarding statistical analysis and reporting in
veterinary research manuscripts. It covers appropriate use of statistical tests, data
presentation, and transparency in methodology. Authors will gain confidence in accurately
conveying their research findings.

9. Visualizing Veterinary Research: Preparing Figures and Tables for JAVMA
Dedicated to the visual elements of a manuscript, this book guides authors in creating
clear, informative figures and tables that comply with JAVMA guidelines. It discusses design
principles, file formats, and labeling conventions. Effective visual communication is
emphasized to enhance reader comprehension.
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