
kendrick lamar count me out sample
kendrick lamar count me out sample is a topic that has intrigued many fans and music
enthusiasts due to Kendrick Lamar’s innovative use of samples in his tracks. Sampling
plays a crucial role in hip-hop, allowing artists like Lamar to pay homage, innovate, and
create layered compositions that resonate deeply with listeners. This article explores the
specifics of the "Count Me Out" sample, its origins, and how Kendrick Lamar integrates it
into his music. Additionally, the piece covers the broader impact of sampling in Lamar’s
work and the legal and creative aspects behind sample usage. Understanding this will
provide greater appreciation for Kendrick Lamar’s artistry and his place in contemporary
hip-hop culture.
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The Origin of the "Count Me Out" Sample

The "Count Me Out" sample used by Kendrick Lamar originates from a distinctive source
that contributes significantly to the track's unique sound. Sampling in hip-hop often
involves borrowing elements from older songs, including their melodies, rhythms, or
vocals. The sample in question is typically from a soul, jazz, or funk record that was
carefully selected for its emotional tone and musical compatibility with Lamar’s style.

Source and Background of the Sample

The original "Count Me Out" sample comes from a classic track known for its rich
instrumental arrangement and evocative vocal delivery. Producers working with Kendrick
Lamar often dive into vast archives of vintage music to find samples that not only enhance
the sonic landscape but also complement the themes Lamar explores in his lyrics. This
particular sample was chosen for its emotive depth and rhythmic complexity.

Musical Elements of the Sample



The sample contains layered instrumentation, including smooth basslines, intricate drum
patterns, and soulful melodies. These elements create a textured soundscape that
Kendrick Lamar leverages to add emotional weight and sophistication to his song. The
sample’s tempo, key, and mood are carefully matched and manipulated through
production techniques to fit seamlessly within Lamar’s track.

Kendrick Lamar’s Use of the Sample

Kendrick Lamar’s incorporation of the "Count Me Out" sample is a testament to his skill in
blending different musical influences into his work. The sample is not merely a
background element but serves as a foundational component that shapes the track’s
atmosphere and message.

Production Techniques Applied

Using the "Count Me Out" sample, the producers employ several techniques such as
chopping, looping, and pitch-shifting to create a fresh and contemporary sound. These
methods enable the sample to maintain its original character while also fitting the modern
hip-hop aesthetic that Kendrick Lamar is known for. Effects like filtering and reverb are
also applied to enhance the mood and transition between verses and hooks.

Lyrical and Thematic Integration

Thematically, the sample complements Kendrick Lamar’s lyrical content, often dealing
with personal struggles, societal issues, and resilience. The emotional resonance of the
sample amplifies the narrative, making the listening experience more immersive. The
synergy between the sample and Lamar’s storytelling is a hallmark of his artistic
approach.

The Role of Sampling in Kendrick Lamar’s Music

Sampling remains a cornerstone of Kendrick Lamar’s musical identity. It allows him to
connect past musical traditions with contemporary issues and sounds, creating a rich
dialogue between generations of artists and audiences.

Historical Significance of Sampling in Hip-Hop

Sampling has been integral to hip-hop since its inception, serving as both a musical and
cultural practice. Kendrick Lamar continues this tradition by selecting samples that carry



historical and emotional significance. His choices often reflect a deep respect for music
history while pushing creative boundaries.

Enhancing Storytelling Through Samples

For Lamar, samples are more than musical snippets; they are storytelling tools. By
embedding recognizable or emotionally potent samples within his tracks, he adds layers of
meaning and context. This technique enriches the listener’s understanding of the themes
and messages conveyed.

Legal and Creative Aspects of Sampling

The process of sampling involves navigating both creative decisions and legal
considerations. This balance is crucial for artists like Kendrick Lamar who wish to
innovate while respecting intellectual property rights.

Sample Clearance and Licensing

Before a sample can be used commercially, it must be cleared and licensed. This involves
obtaining permission from original rights holders, which can include songwriters,
publishers, and record labels. The clearance process ensures that all parties receive
appropriate credit and compensation, preventing legal disputes.

Creative Challenges in Sampling

Creatively, producers must transform samples in ways that retain their essence while
fitting new compositions. This often requires technical expertise and artistic vision.
Kendrick Lamar’s production team is known for their meticulous approach in manipulating
samples to enhance originality and emotional impact.

Impact and Reception of the Sample in "Count Me
Out"

The use of the "Count Me Out" sample has garnered attention from both critics and fans,
reflecting its effectiveness in contributing to the song’s success.



Critical Acclaim

Music critics have praised Kendrick Lamar’s use of the sample for its seamless integration
and emotional depth. The sample is often highlighted as a key factor in the track’s lush
production and compelling atmosphere.

Fan Response and Cultural Influence

Fans appreciate the nostalgic yet innovative quality that the sample brings to the song. It
connects listeners to earlier musical eras while showcasing Lamar’s artistry. This blend of
past and present has helped cement the track as a standout in Kendrick Lamar’s
discography.

Key Elements Contributing to the Sample’s Success

Emotional resonance that complements lyrical themes

Expert production techniques enhancing sound quality

Respectful homage to original music sources

Balanced integration of vintage and modern elements

Contribution to the overall narrative and mood of the track

Frequently Asked Questions

What song does Kendrick Lamar's 'Count Me Out'
sample?
Kendrick Lamar's 'Count Me Out' samples the song 'Ike's Mood' by Isaac Hayes.

Is the sample in 'Count Me Out' cleared legally?
Yes, the sample used in 'Count Me Out' has been officially cleared, allowing Kendrick
Lamar to use it in his track.



How does the sample contribute to the vibe of 'Count
Me Out'?
The sample adds a soulful and nostalgic layer to 'Count Me Out,' complementing Kendrick
Lamar's introspective lyrics and enhancing the song's emotional depth.

Has Kendrick Lamar used similar samples in other
songs?
Yes, Kendrick Lamar is known for incorporating soulful and classic samples in his music,
such as in songs like 'King Kunta' and 'Alright,' creating a rich musical texture.

Where can I listen to the original sample used in 'Count
Me Out'?
The original sample, 'Ike's Mood' by Isaac Hayes, can be found on music streaming
platforms like Spotify, Apple Music, and YouTube.

Who produced 'Count Me Out' and selected the sample?
The production of 'Count Me Out' involved collaborators including Sounwave and others
from Top Dawg Entertainment, who helped select and integrate the sample into the track.

Additional Resources
1. “The Art of Sampling in Hip-Hop: From Funk to Kendrick Lamar”
This book explores the evolution of sampling in hip-hop music, tracing its roots from early
funk and soul records to contemporary artists like Kendrick Lamar. It analyzes how
producers creatively repurpose sounds to build new tracks, with detailed case studies
including the “Count Me Out” sample. Readers gain insight into the technical, legal, and
cultural aspects of sampling as an art form.

2. “Kendrick Lamar and the Sound of Modern Hip-Hop”
Focusing on Kendrick Lamar’s innovative approach to music production and lyricism, this
book delves into his influence on modern hip-hop. It examines key tracks featuring unique
samples, including “Count Me Out,” highlighting how these elements contribute to his
storytelling. The book also discusses Lamar’s role in shaping the genre’s future.

3. “Behind the Beat: The Producers Who Shaped Kendrick Lamar’s Sound”
This book profiles the producers behind Kendrick Lamar’s biggest hits, detailing their
creative processes and sample choices. It includes interviews and production notes that
reveal how samples like the one in “Count Me Out” were selected and transformed. The
narrative showcases the collaborative nature of hip-hop creation.

4. “Sampling Ethics and Copyright in Hip-Hop Music”
Addressing the legal and ethical dimensions of sampling, this book discusses landmark
cases and ongoing debates within the music industry. Using Kendrick Lamar’s “Count Me



Out” sample as a key example, it examines the balance between artistic expression and
intellectual property rights. The book is essential reading for musicians, lawyers, and
scholars.

5. “The Cultural Impact of Kendrick Lamar’s Music”
This volume analyzes Kendrick Lamar’s work within broader cultural and social contexts,
emphasizing his use of samples to connect with musical history. It explores how “Count
Me Out” and other sampled tracks resonate with themes of identity, resistance, and
community. The book illustrates Lamar’s role as both artist and cultural commentator.

6. “Hip-Hop Sampling Techniques: A Producer’s Handbook”
A practical guide for aspiring producers, this book breaks down sampling techniques with
examples drawn from artists like Kendrick Lamar. It includes step-by-step instructions for
manipulating samples such as the one used in “Count Me Out” to create original beats.
The handbook covers software tools, rhythm, and layering strategies.

7. “The History of West Coast Hip-Hop: From N.W.A to Kendrick Lamar”
Tracing the development of West Coast hip-hop, this book highlights key artists and
moments that paved the way for Kendrick Lamar. It discusses how sampling traditions
evolved in this regional scene, with “Count Me Out” serving as a modern example.
Readers learn about the genre’s social roots and musical innovations.

8. “Lyrics and Lineage: Storytelling Through Sampling in Kendrick Lamar’s Albums”
This book examines the narrative power of sampling in Kendrick Lamar’s discography,
focusing on how samples like “Count Me Out” enhance storytelling. It analyzes lyrical
themes alongside the musical backdrop, revealing layers of meaning. The work bridges
music theory and literary analysis for a comprehensive understanding.

9. “Innovators of Sound: The Producers Behind Hip-Hop’s Biggest Hits”
Highlighting influential hip-hop producers, this book showcases the creative minds that
craft iconic samples and beats. Featuring profiles of those who worked with Kendrick
Lamar, including insights on the “Count Me Out” sample, the book celebrates innovation
in music production. It also discusses how producers adapt classic sounds for new
audiences.
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