
kristallnacht definition english
kristallnacht definition english refers to the English explanation and understanding of the term
"Kristallnacht," a pivotal and tragic event in history. Known as the "Night of Broken Glass,"
Kristallnacht was a violent pogrom against Jewish communities in Nazi Germany and Austria on
November 9-10, 1938. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the kristallnacht definition
english, exploring its historical context, causes, events, consequences, and significance in the broader
narrative of the Holocaust. By examining the term's meaning and its impact, readers gain a clearer
understanding of why Kristallnacht is a critical moment in 20th-century history and how it shaped
subsequent events. The article also discusses the aftermath and international reactions, providing a
well-rounded perspective. Below is an outline of the main sections covered in this article.

Historical Background of Kristallnacht

The Events of Kristallnacht

Causes and Triggers

Consequences and Impact

International Response and Legacy

Historical Background of Kristallnacht
Understanding the kristallnacht definition english requires a look into the historical context leading up
to the event. Kristallnacht occurred during a period of escalating anti-Semitic policies and violence in
Nazi Germany. After Adolf Hitler's rise to power in 1933, the Nazi regime systematically implemented
laws aimed at marginalizing, disenfranchising, and persecuting Jewish people. These measures
included the Nuremberg Laws of 1935, which stripped Jews of German citizenship and prohibited
intermarriage.

Throughout the 1930s, Jews faced increasing discrimination, social isolation, and economic boycotts.
The Nazi propaganda machine relentlessly promoted anti-Semitic ideology, portraying Jews as
enemies of the German state and society. Kristallnacht represented a dramatic escalation from legal
persecution to organized, state-sanctioned violence.

Preceding Anti-Semitic Policies
Before Kristallnacht, the Nazi government had already enacted numerous policies designed to
exclude Jews from public life. These included:

Restrictions on Jewish businesses and professions

Removal of Jewish



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of Kristallnacht in English?

Kristallnacht, also known as the Night of Broken Glass, refers to the violent anti-Jewish pogroms
that took place on November 9-10, 1938, in Nazi Germany, characterized by the destruction of
Jewish homes, businesses, and synagogues.

Why is Kristallnacht called the Night of Broken Glass?

Kristallnacht is called the Night of Broken Glass because during the pogroms, the windows of
Jewish-owned shops, buildings, and synagogues were smashed, leaving shards of glass
scattered on the streets.

When did Kristallnacht occur?

Kristallnacht occurred on the night of November 9th to 10th, 1938.

What events led to Kristallnacht?

Kristallnacht was triggered by the assassination of a German diplomat, Ernst vom Rath, by a
Jewish teenager in Paris. It was used by the Nazi regime as a pretext to carry out widespread
attacks against Jewish communities.

What happened during Kristallnacht?

During Kristallnacht, Nazi paramilitary forces and civilians attacked Jewish homes, businesses,
and synagogues, resulting in widespread destruction, arrests of thousands of Jewish men, and
the deaths of many Jews.

How is Kristallnacht significant in history?

Kristallnacht marks a major escalation in Nazi Germany's persecution of Jews, transitioning from
economic and social discrimination to violent, state-sponsored attacks, and is often considered
a prelude to the Holocaust.



What does the term 'Kristallnacht' literally mean in
English?

The term 'Kristallnacht' literally translates to 'Crystal Night' in English, referring to the shattered
glass from windows broken during the attacks.

Is Kristallnacht recognized and remembered
internationally?

Yes, Kristallnacht is internationally recognized as a pivotal and tragic event in Jewish history and
the history of the Holocaust, commemorated to remember the victims and educate about the
dangers of hatred and intolerance.

Additional Resources

1. "Kristallnacht: The Night of Broken Glass" by Martin Gilbert
This book offers a detailed historical account of Kristallnacht, the violent pogrom against Jews in
Nazi Germany on November 9-10, 1938. Martin Gilbert, a renowned historian, uses eyewitness
testimonies, official documents, and photographs to depict the scale and horror of this event.
The book explains the causes and consequences of Kristallnacht, marking it as a pivotal
moment leading to the Holocaust.

2. "Kristallnacht 1938" by Alan E. Steinweis
Alan E. Steinweis provides a comprehensive analysis of the political and social context
surrounding Kristallnacht. The book explores how the Nazi regime orchestrated the attacks and
the impact on Jewish communities throughout Germany and Austria. It also discusses the
international reaction and the event’s significance in the escalation of Nazi anti-Semitic policies.

3. "Night of Broken Glass: Kristallnacht, 1938" by Ruth Mandel
This accessible narrative is aimed at younger readers and those new to Holocaust studies. Ruth
Mandel chronicles the events of Kristallnacht with clear explanations and vivid descriptions. The
book emphasizes the human stories behind the destruction and the immediate aftermath for
Jewish families.

4. "The Destruction of the Jews of Germany" by Saul Friedländer
Saul Friedländer’s work places Kristallnacht within the broader framework of Nazi persecution of
Jews. The book gives insight into the systematic oppression leading up to the pogrom and its
role as a prelude to the Holocaust. Friedländer’s scholarly approach combines historical facts
with a profound moral reflection.

5. "Kristallnacht: Prelude to Destruction" by Eric A. Johnson and Karl-Heinz Reuband
This book examines Kristallnacht as a turning point in Nazi policy, moving from discrimination to
outright violence. The authors use both German and Jewish perspectives to provide a nuanced



understanding of the pogrom’s causes and effects. It includes a detailed chronology and
analysis of Nazi propaganda.

6. "Kristallnacht: The Nazi Persecution of the Jews" by Richard J. Evans
Richard J. Evans, a leading historian of Nazi Germany, places Kristallnacht in the context of the
Third Reich’s broader campaign against Jews. The book delves into the planning, execution, and
aftermath of the pogrom, highlighting the complicity of German society. Evans’s clear prose
makes the complex historical events accessible to general readers.

7. "The Holocaust: A History of the Jews of Europe During the Second World War" by Lucy S.
Dawidowicz
While covering the entire Holocaust, this book dedicates significant attention to Kristallnacht as
a critical moment in the escalation of Nazi violence. Dawidowicz combines personal narratives
with historical analysis to show how Kristallnacht shattered any illusions regarding Jewish safety
in Germany. The book is a foundational text in Holocaust studies.

8. "Kristallnacht and the Jews: The November 1938 Pogrom in Global Perspective" edited by
Steven J. Zipperstein
This collection of essays offers diverse viewpoints on Kristallnacht, examining its international
repercussions and the responses of Jewish communities worldwide. Contributors analyze the
event’s symbolic and practical significance in the history of anti-Semitism. The book broadens
understanding by placing Kristallnacht in a global context.

9. "Kristallnacht: Symbol of the Holocaust" by Wolfgang Benz
Wolfgang Benz explores Kristallnacht as a symbol of Nazi anti-Semitic brutality and the
beginning of the Holocaust’s most violent phase. The book provides a thorough examination of
the pogrom’s planning and execution, supported by archival research. Benz also discusses the
memory and legacy of Kristallnacht in post-war Germany.
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