
lds historical sites in missouri

lds historical sites in missouri hold profound significance for both members of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and historians interested in early American religious movements.
Missouri played a pivotal role in the early history of the LDS Church, serving as a center for faith,
conflict, and prophecy during the 1830s and 1840s. Many locations in Missouri are preserved as
sacred landmarks that witness the church’s foundational events, including revelations, settlements,
and persecutions. This article explores the most important LDS historical sites in Missouri, detailing
their history, significance, and current status. Visitors and scholars can gain a deeper understanding
of the church’s heritage by exploring these sites. The article is organized into sections covering
major locations such as Far West, Independence, Liberty Jail, and Adam-ondi-Ahman, providing a
comprehensive guide to LDS history in Missouri.

Far West: The Early Mormon Settlement

Independence: The Center Place of Zion

Liberty Jail: A Place of Revelation and Trial

Adam-ondi-Ahman: A Future Gathering Place

Other Notable LDS Historical Sites in Missouri

Far West: The Early Mormon Settlement
Far West, Missouri, is one of the most significant lds historical sites in missouri due to its role as the
headquarters for the Church during the late 1830s. Established by Mormon settlers, Far West
became a thriving community and the site of important church events, including the organization of
the First Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. The city was intended to be the center
for the gathering of the Saints in Missouri, and it symbolizes the early ambition and growth of the
church in the region.

Historical Background of Far West
Far West was founded in 1836 and quickly developed into a stronghold for the Latter-day Saints. The
community faced intense opposition from non-Mormon residents, which escalated into the 1838
Mormon War. Despite the conflict, Far West remains a symbol of Mormon perseverance and faith.

Key Events and Sites in Far West
Several important events took place in Far West, including the dedication of the temple site and the
issuance of significant church revelations. The Far West Cemetery and the location of the former



temple site are preserved as historical markers commemorating these events.

Location of the original Far West Temple site

Far West Cemetery where early church members are buried

Historic markers detailing the 1838 conflicts

Independence: The Center Place of Zion
Independence, Missouri, holds a central place in LDS doctrine and history as the designated "Center
Place" of Zion, the New Jerusalem prophesied by Joseph Smith. This city was intended to be the
spiritual and physical gathering place for the Saints. Today, Independence is home to several LDS
historical sites that highlight the church’s early plans for Zion and its prophetic significance.

Joseph Smith’s Vision for Independence
In 1831, Joseph Smith identified Independence as the location for the future temple and city of Zion.
The revelations given in this period emphasized the importance of Independence as a holy city and a
gathering place for the faithful.

Key LDS Historical Landmarks in Independence
Several landmarks commemorate the church’s early presence in Independence, including the
Temple Lot, which remains a sacred open space and the site designated for the future temple. The
area is also known for its early Mormon settlers and the conflicts that led to their expulsion.

The Temple Lot: Foundation site for the prophesied temple

Community of Christ Auditorium (historically linked to LDS origins)

Historic markers recognizing early Mormon settlement

Liberty Jail: A Place of Revelation and Trial
Liberty Jail is one of the most poignant lds historical sites in missouri, known for its association with
the imprisonment of Joseph Smith and other church leaders during the winter of 1838-1839. The jail
is preserved as a museum and memorial, illustrating the trials faced by the early Saints and the
spiritual revelations received during this difficult period.



Historical Context of Liberty Jail
Following the violent conflicts in Missouri, Joseph Smith, along with several associates, was arrested
and confined in Liberty Jail under harsh conditions. Despite the physical hardships, Joseph Smith
received important revelations that are now part of LDS scripture, providing comfort and guidance
to church members.

Visiting Liberty Jail Today
The Liberty Jail Historic Site offers visitors an opportunity to explore the original jail cells and learn
about the experiences of the imprisoned leaders. Interpretive exhibits and guided tours provide
insight into this critical chapter of LDS history.

Original jail cells and structure

Interpretive center with historical exhibits

Guided tours explaining the 1838-1839 imprisonment

Adam-ondi-Ahman: A Future Gathering Place
Adam-ondi-Ahman is a sacred lds historical site in missouri that holds significant prophetic
importance. According to LDS belief, it is the location where Adam and Eve settled after being
expelled from the Garden of Eden and is prophesied to be a gathering place before the Second
Coming of Jesus Christ. The site is part of church teachings on the last days and the preparation of
Zion.

Religious Significance of Adam-ondi-Ahman
The site is referenced in LDS scripture and doctrine as a place where key figures will meet in the
future. It symbolizes both a historical connection to biblical events and a future role in church
eschatology.

Current Status and Access
Adam-ondi-Ahman is located in Daviess County, Missouri, and is owned and maintained by the LDS
Church. It is open to the public for visits and includes historic markers and natural landscapes that
reflect its sacred role.

Church-owned property preserving the site

Historic markers explaining its significance



Natural grounds for reflection and visitation

Other Notable LDS Historical Sites in Missouri
Besides the major locations, several additional lds historical sites in missouri contribute to the rich
tapestry of church history. These sites highlight the widespread influence and experiences of early
Saints throughout the state.

Hawn State Park
Located near some early Mormon settlements, Hawn State Park offers natural beauty and historical
context related to the migration and settlement patterns of church members in Missouri.

Haun’s Mill
Haun’s Mill is known for the tragic Haun’s Mill Massacre of 1838, where several Latter-day Saints
were killed during the Missouri conflicts. The site is marked and preserved as a solemn reminder of
the hardships endured by early church members.

Other Historical Markers and Cemeteries
Scattered throughout Missouri are smaller historical markers, cemeteries, and restored buildings
that commemorate LDS history. These include early church meeting places, homes of significant
figures, and locations of important gatherings.

Haun’s Mill Massacre Site

Early church meetinghouse locations

Historic cemeteries with LDS pioneers

Markers for early missionary activities

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most significant LDS historical sites in Missouri?
The most significant LDS historical sites in Missouri include the Liberty Jail, Far West, Adam-ondi-
Ahman, and the Temple Lot in Independence.



Why is Liberty Jail important in LDS history?
Liberty Jail is important because it was where Joseph Smith and other church leaders were
imprisoned in 1838-1839 during a period of intense persecution, and where significant revelations
were received.

What events took place at Far West, Missouri, that are
important to the LDS Church?
Far West was the site of the early LDS Church's headquarters in Missouri and the location of the
1838 Mormon War conflict, which led to the church members' expulsion from the state.

What is the significance of Adam-ondi-Ahman to LDS
members?
Adam-ondi-Ahman is believed by Latter-day Saints to be the place where Adam and Eve lived after
being expelled from the Garden of Eden and is prophesied to be a future gathering place before
Christ's Second Coming.

Can visitors tour the LDS historical sites in Missouri?
Yes, many LDS historical sites in Missouri, such as Liberty Jail and Far West, are open to the public
and offer tours and visitor centers to learn about their significance.

What is the Temple Lot in Independence, Missouri?
The Temple Lot is a 2.5-acre piece of land in Independence that Joseph Smith dedicated for the
construction of a temple; it remains a significant site for the LDS Church and other Latter Day Saint
movement factions.

Are there any annual events or pilgrimages to LDS historical
sites in Missouri?
Yes, the LDS Church and affiliated groups occasionally hold commemorative events, reenactments,
and pilgrimages to historical sites in Missouri to honor early church history.

How can someone learn more about LDS history in Missouri?
Individuals can learn more by visiting the church-operated visitor centers at historical sites,
accessing online resources from the LDS Church History Library, and reading books about Mormon
history in Missouri.

Additional Resources
1. Exploring LDS Historical Sites in Missouri: A Traveler’s Guide
This comprehensive guidebook takes readers on a journey through the most significant LDS
historical sites in Missouri. It offers detailed descriptions, historical context, and practical travel tips



for visiting each location. The book is ideal for church members and history enthusiasts alike,
providing insights into the early days of the LDS Church in the “Zion” state.

2. The Missouri Years: Early LDS History and Sacred Places
Focusing on the pivotal years the LDS Church spent in Missouri, this book explores the challenges
and triumphs experienced by early church members. It highlights key sites such as Far West, Adam-
ondi-Ahman, and Liberty Jail, explaining their significance in LDS history. Rich with historical
documents and personal accounts, it paints a vivid picture of a defining era.

3. Saints and Settlements: The LDS Legacy in Missouri
This volume delves into the settlements established by Latter-day Saints throughout Missouri in the
1830s. It covers the founding of communities, interactions with local populations, and the eventual
expulsion of church members. The book also discusses how these historical sites are preserved and
commemorated today.

4. Liberty Jail: A Place of Trial and Revelation
Dedicated entirely to Liberty Jail, where Joseph Smith and other leaders were imprisoned, this book
explores the physical site and its spiritual significance. It includes historical narratives, descriptions
of the jail’s restoration, and reflections on the revelations received during this period. Readers gain
a deeper understanding of the trials faced by early church leaders.

5. Far West and the Mormon War: History and Heritage
This book examines the events surrounding the Mormon War in Missouri, with a focus on the town
of Far West, the church’s headquarters at the time. It provides a detailed account of the conflict, the
role of Far West as a gathering place, and the aftermath for LDS members. The book also guides
visitors through the remnants and markers of this historic site.

6. Adam-ondi-Ahman: The Sacred Valley in LDS Tradition
Exploring the spiritual and prophetic significance of Adam-ondi-Ahman, this book discusses its role
in LDS theology and history. It provides historical background on the site’s early Mormon settlement
and its ongoing importance in church teachings. Beautiful photographs and maps help readers
visualize this revered location.

7. Missouri Mormon Trail: Following the Footsteps of Early Saints
This narrative follows the route taken by early Latter-day Saints as they moved through Missouri,
highlighting key sites along the way. The book combines historical accounts with modern travel
advice, making it a valuable resource for those wishing to retrace these historic journeys. It
emphasizes the faith and perseverance of the pioneers.

8. Preserving the Past: LDS Historic Sites and Museums in Missouri
Focusing on preservation efforts, this book details how various LDS historic sites in Missouri have
been maintained and restored. It profiles museums, visitor centers, and heritage organizations
dedicated to educating the public about LDS history. The book encourages readers to support these
efforts and visit the sites in person.

9. Voices from Missouri: Personal Stories of Early LDS Settlers
Through diaries, letters, and oral histories, this collection shares the personal experiences of early
Latter-day Saints who lived in Missouri. The book provides a human perspective on the trials, faith,
and community life during the church’s Missouri period. It enriches readers’ understanding of
historical sites by connecting them with the people who shaped them.
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