
lds primary general presidency
lds primary general presidency is a vital leadership body within The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, tasked with overseeing the Primary organization worldwide. The Primary focuses
on teaching children, generally ages 18 months to 11 years, the gospel principles and fostering their
spiritual development. The LDS Primary General Presidency provides direction, resources, and
inspiration for local Primary leaders and members, ensuring consistent and effective teaching
methods. This article explores the composition, roles, history, and impact of the LDS Primary
General Presidency. Additionally, it examines how this presidency influences curriculum
development and supports the growth of children in the church. The content will provide a thorough
understanding of the presidency’s responsibilities and contributions to the LDS community.
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Overview of the LDS Primary General Presidency
The LDS Primary General Presidency is comprised of a president and two counselors who serve
under the direction of the First Presidency of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. This
presidency is responsible for the worldwide Primary program, which serves millions of children in
congregations across the globe. The presidency establishes policies, provides training, and offers
counsel to local Primary leaders to help children learn gospel principles effectively. Their work
ensures that the Primary organization remains unified and consistent in its efforts to nurture faith
and testimony among young members of the church.

Composition of the Presidency
The presidency typically consists of three women who are called to serve for a period determined by
church leadership. The president leads the organization, while the first and second counselors assist
in fulfilling the duties of the presidency. Together, they collaborate to develop teaching materials,
coordinate programs, and support local leaders in their responsibilities. These leaders bring
extensive experience in church service and a deep commitment to the spiritual welfare of children.

Relationship with Other Church Leadership
The LDS Primary General Presidency works closely with other general auxiliary presidencies, such



as the Relief Society and Young Women organizations. They also maintain communication with the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles and the First Presidency to align the Primary’s goals with the
church’s overall mission. This interconnected leadership structure helps to ensure that the Primary
program supports the broader objectives of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Roles and Responsibilities
The LDS Primary General Presidency holds a broad range of responsibilities aimed at guiding the
Primary organization and enhancing the religious education of children in the church. Their roles
encompass both administrative leadership and spiritual oversight, ensuring that the Primary
program operates effectively around the world.

Program Direction and Leadership
The presidency sets the strategic direction for the Primary program, establishing goals and
objectives that help children develop faith in Jesus Christ. They issue official guidelines and policies
that govern the operation of Primary classes and activities. Additionally, the presidency plans annual
meetings and training sessions for Primary leaders, providing instruction and encouragement.

Development of Teaching Materials
One of the key responsibilities of the LDS Primary General Presidency is the creation and approval
of curriculum materials. These resources include lesson manuals, activity guides, and multimedia
aids designed to teach gospel principles in an age-appropriate manner. The presidency ensures that
all materials reflect doctrinal accuracy and are engaging for children of various cultural
backgrounds.

Support and Training for Local Leaders
Supporting local Primary leaders is a critical function of the presidency. They provide training
resources, organize conferences, and offer counsel to help leaders improve teaching skills and
address challenges. This support helps to create a positive environment where children can learn
and grow spiritually within their congregations.

Historical Development of the Presidency
The LDS Primary General Presidency has a rich history dating back to the early days of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Understanding its evolution sheds light on how the organization
has adapted to meet changing needs while maintaining its core mission.



Origins and Early Leadership
The Primary organization was established in 1878 by Aurelia Spencer Rogers to provide religious
instruction for children. Over time, as the Primary grew, the need for centralized leadership
emerged, leading to the formation of the General Primary Presidency. Early presidents and
counselors laid the foundation for standardized teaching and expanded the reach of the Primary
program.

Significant Milestones and Changes
Throughout the 20th and 21st centuries, the LDS Primary General Presidency underwent various
changes to improve its effectiveness. These included revisions to curriculum, the introduction of new
teaching methods, and expanded global outreach. The presidency adapted to modern technologies
and cultural diversity to serve children worldwide more effectively.

Notable Presidents and Contributions
Several women who have served in the LDS Primary General Presidency are recognized for their
impactful contributions. Their leadership has helped to strengthen the Primary program and
enhance its spiritual influence. Through their guidance, the presidency has promoted principles of
love, service, and faith among children.

Curriculum and Program Oversight
The LDS Primary General Presidency plays an essential role in overseeing the curriculum and
overall program structure used in Primary classes globally. This oversight ensures that teaching is
consistent, doctrinally sound, and adapted to children’s developmental stages.

Curriculum Development Process
The presidency collaborates with church educators, curriculum specialists, and other leaders to
develop teaching materials that align with church doctrine and the children’s needs. This process
includes reviewing existing resources, incorporating feedback from members, and updating
materials to reflect current church priorities.

Key Curriculum Components
The Primary curriculum includes lessons on scripture stories, gospel principles, moral values, and
Jesus Christ’s teachings. It also emphasizes personal prayer, scripture study, and service. The
curriculum is designed to be interactive and engaging, using stories, songs, and activities to help
children internalize gospel truths.



Integration of Technology and Media
In recent years, the LDS Primary General Presidency has embraced technology to enhance learning
experiences. This includes digital manuals, videos, and online resources accessible to children and
leaders worldwide. These tools support varied learning styles and help maintain children’s interest
in gospel study.

Impact on Children’s Spiritual Growth
The ultimate goal of the LDS Primary General Presidency is to nurture the spiritual growth of
children in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Their leadership shapes how children
develop faith, learn gospel principles, and prepare for future church responsibilities.

Promoting Faith and Testimony
Through the Primary program, children are taught the importance of prayer, scripture study, and
living gospel standards. The presidency encourages teaching methods that foster personal testimony
and a strong relationship with Jesus Christ. This foundation supports children as they grow into
active church members.

Encouraging Service and Community
The presidency also emphasizes principles of kindness, charity, and service to others. Children learn
to serve within their families, congregations, and communities. These experiences help build
Christlike attributes and prepare children for lifelong discipleship.

Supporting Families and Local Congregations
The LDS Primary General Presidency works to support families and local church leaders in their
efforts to provide a nurturing spiritual environment for children. By offering training, resources, and
inspiration, the presidency strengthens the partnership between home and church in children’s
religious education.

Global coordination of Primary programs

Development and distribution of teaching materials

Training and support for local Primary leaders

Promotion of spiritual growth and gospel understanding in children

Adaptation of curriculum to diverse cultural contexts



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of the LDS Primary General Presidency?
The LDS Primary General Presidency oversees the Primary organization of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, which provides religious instruction and activities for children aged 18
months to 11 years worldwide.

Who are the current members of the LDS Primary General
Presidency?
As of 2024, the LDS Primary General Presidency is led by President Camille N. Johnson, with her
counselors and support leaders appointed by the church.

How does the LDS Primary General Presidency support local
Primary leaders?
The Primary General Presidency provides training, resources, and guidance to local Primary leaders
to help them effectively teach children and manage Primary programs in their congregations.

What recent initiatives has the LDS Primary General
Presidency introduced?
Recent initiatives include updated teaching materials focusing on faith in Jesus Christ, implementing
technology to enhance learning, and emphasizing inclusion and love among children in Primary
classes.

How can members of the church contact the LDS Primary
General Presidency?
Members can contact the LDS Primary General Presidency through official church channels, such as
the church's website, by attending official meetings, or by reaching out to their local church leaders
who can relay messages or provide information.

Additional Resources
1. Leading with Love: Insights from the LDS Primary General Presidency
This book offers a heartfelt look into the leadership principles and spiritual guidance shared by
members of the LDS Primary General Presidency. Through personal stories and teachings, readers
can learn how love and faith are central to nurturing children within the church. It serves as an
inspiring resource for leaders and parents alike.

2. Faith and Service: Lessons from the LDS Primary Presidency
Delving into the lives and service of the Primary General Presidency, this book highlights their
dedication to fostering faith in young children. It provides practical advice on how to implement



their teachings in Primary classes and at home, emphasizing the importance of service and gospel
learning.

3. Voices of the Primary Presidency: Messages that Inspire
A compilation of talks, letters, and teachings from members of the LDS Primary General Presidency,
this book captures their encouraging messages to children and leaders worldwide. It is designed to
uplift and motivate readers to strengthen their gospel foundations.

4. Children of the Covenant: Guiding Principles from the Primary Presidency
This book explores the doctrinal foundations and spiritual insights shared by the Primary General
Presidency. It focuses on the unique role of children in the gospel and how leaders can support their
spiritual growth with love and patience.

5. Primary Leadership: Building Zion One Child at a Time
Focusing on leadership strategies and organizational principles, this book draws from the
experiences of the Primary General Presidency to help leaders create nurturing and effective
Primary programs. It emphasizes collaboration, inspiration, and gospel-centered teaching.

6. Hearts and Hands: The Ministry of the LDS Primary Presidency
An intimate look at the ministry of the Primary General Presidency, this book shares stories of
compassion, service, and faith. Readers gain insight into how these leaders work to strengthen
children’s testimonies and foster a loving church community.

7. Teaching the Gospel to Little Hearts: Wisdom from the Primary Presidency
This resource provides teaching tips, lesson ideas, and spiritual insights sourced from the Primary
General Presidency. It aims to help teachers and parents effectively communicate gospel principles
to children in an engaging and meaningful way.

8. Strengthening Families Through Primary: Perspectives from the General Presidency
Highlighting the connection between Primary teachings and family life, this book presents counsel
and inspiration from the LDS Primary General Presidency on nurturing strong, faith-filled homes. It
encourages families to work together in gospel learning and service.

9. Light the Way: Spiritual Guidance from the LDS Primary Presidency
This book gathers spiritual reflections and guidance from members of the Primary General
Presidency to help leaders and parents light the way for children on their gospel journey. It
emphasizes hope, faith, and the power of prayer in children’s lives.
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