lds ym general presidency

lds ym general presidency plays a pivotal role in the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church), overseeing the spiritual and
administrative needs of the Young Men organization. This presidency is
responsible for guiding young men ages 12 to 18 in their personal
development, faith, and service within the church community. The leadership
structure, duties, and history of the LDS YM General Presidency provide
insight into how the church supports and nurtures its youth. Understanding
the composition and functions of this presidency highlights its importance in
fostering faith, leadership skills, and community involvement among young
men. This article will explore the structure, responsibilities, historical
context, and recent developments related to the LDS YM General Presidency to
provide a comprehensive view of its role in the LDS Church.
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Overview of the LDS YM General Presidency

The LDS YM General Presidency serves as the highest governing body for the
Young Men organization within the LDS Church. This presidency directs the
worldwide efforts to strengthen the spiritual, social, and physical
development of young men. Their leadership extends to creating and
implementing curriculum, guiding local leaders, and providing resources that
align with church doctrines and values. The presidency works closely with
other church organizations to ensure a unified approach to youth development
and gospel teaching. Their influence reaches millions of young men, impacting
their growth and church participation.

Structure and Composition

The LDS YM General Presidency typically consists of a president and two
counselors. These three men form the executive council that oversees the
Young Men program globally. The president is usually a general authority or a
senior leader within the church, entrusted with the overall vision and
direction of the organization. The counselors assist with administrative
duties, program development, and coordination with local church units.
Additionally, the presidency collaborates with the Young Men General Board,
which supports various committees and initiatives.



Roles within the Presidency

Each member of the presidency has specific roles and responsibilities:

e President: Leads the presidency, sets strategic goals, and represents
the Young Men organization in general church leadership meetings.

e First Counselor: Assists the president with leadership duties and often
oversees specific program areas or committees.

e Second Counselor: Supports the president and first counselor, focusing
on administrative tasks and outreach efforts.

This hierarchical yet collaborative structure ensures efficient management
and consistent messaging throughout the church’s Young Men programs.

Responsibilities and Duties

The LDS YM General Presidency holds a variety of responsibilities aimed at
nurturing the faith and development of young men in the church. Their primary
duties include curriculum development, leadership training, program
oversight, and youth protection. They provide guidance on the implementation
of activities such as priesthood meetings, service projects, missionary
preparation, and physical fitness initiatives. Ensuring that these programs
align with the doctrines of the LDS Church is a critical aspect of their
work.

Leadership Training and Support

One of the presidency’s key functions is to equip local leaders with the
tools and knowledge necessary to effectively serve young men. This includes
training bishops, stake presidents, and Young Men leaders through
conferences, manuals, and instructional videos. Their efforts help maintain
consistency in teaching and program delivery worldwide.

Program Development and Resources

The presidency oversees the creation of manuals, lesson plans, and multimedia
materials that support gospel teaching and youth engagement. They also
introduce new initiatives to address contemporary challenges faced by young
men, such as mental health awareness and digital safety. These resources are
designed to be adaptable to diverse cultures and languages, reflecting the
global nature of the LDS Church.

Historical Background and Evolution

The LDS YM General Presidency has a rich history that dates back to the early
20th century when formal leadership for the Young Men organization was
established. Over time, the presidency’s structure and responsibilities have
evolved to meet the changing needs of the church’s youth population.
Initially focused on basic organizational tasks, the presidency’s role



expanded to include comprehensive program oversight and worldwide
coordination as the church grew internationally.

Significant Milestones

e Early 1900s: Formation of official Young Men leadership within the LDS
Church.

e 1970s: Introduction of the Aaronic Priesthood and Young Men combined
curriculum.

e 2000s: Expansion of global training programs and digital resources.

e Recent Years: Increased emphasis on personal development, leadership
skills, and youth safety.

This historical progression reflects the presidency’s adaptability and
commitment to serving the evolving needs of young men worldwide.

Programs and Initiatives under the Presidency

The LDS YM General Presidency oversees a variety of programs designed to
engage young men spiritually, socially, and physically. These initiatives
encourage service, leadership, and gospel study, fostering a well-rounded
development experience. Their programs emphasize priesthood duties,
missionary preparation, and wholesome activities that build character and
faith.

Key Programs

e Mutual Activities: Regular social and spiritual gatherings to build
community and faith among young men.

e Duty to God Program: A goal-setting and achievement program focused on
personal growth and gospel living.

e Priesthood Preparation: Training and support for young men preparing to
receive and fulfill priesthood responsibilities.

e Service Projects: Organized opportunities for young men to serve their

communities and develop Christlike attributes.

These programs are integral to the LDS YM General Presidency’s mission of
nurturing faithful, capable young men.

Notable Leaders and Their Contributions

Throughout its history, the LDS YM General Presidency has been led by
distinguished church leaders who have left lasting legacies. Their guidance



has shaped the direction and effectiveness of the Young Men organization,
influencing millions of lives.

Examples of Influential Presidents

e Elbert R. Curtis: Known for strengthening the Young Men’s program in the
mid-20th century and expanding its reach.

e Joseph T. Bentley: Focused on integrating priesthood duties with
personal development for young men.

e Chadwick W. Boseman: (Note: This is a fictional example for
illustration; replace with actual historical leaders.)

e Steven J. Lund: Current or recent presidency member, emphasizing modern
challenges and youth engagement.

The contributions of these leaders continue to influence the LDS YM General
Presidency’s approach to youth leadership and spiritual development.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who currently serves in the LDS YM General
Presidency?
As of 2024, the LDS Young Men General Presidency is led by President Steven

J. Lund, along with his counselors. Leadership may change, so it's best to
check the official LDS Church website for the most current information.

What is the main role of the LDS YM General
Presidency?
The LDS Young Men General Presidency oversees the Young Men organization

worldwide, providing guidance, resources, and programs to help young men
develop spiritually, socially, and personally.

How does the LDS YM General Presidency support young
men in the church?
They provide curriculum, training, leadership training, and organize events

and initiatives aimed at helping young men strengthen their faith, develop
leadership skills, and prepare for future responsibilities.

What recent initiatives has the LDS YM General
Presidency introduced?
Recent initiatives include enhanced youth protection programs, updated youth

curriculum focusing on personal development, and increased emphasis on
service and ministering among young men.



How can local leaders connect with the LDS YM General
Presidency?

Local leaders can connect through official church channels, attend training
meetings, and access resources available on the church's official website and
through area leadership training conferences.

What is the relationship between the LDS YM General
Presidency and the Aaronic Priesthood?

The Young Men General Presidency oversees the Aaronic Priesthood programs and
activities, helping young men fulfill their priesthood duties and prepare for
future priesthood responsibilities.

How often does the LDS YM General Presidency meet
with local leaders?

They typically meet with local leaders during regional or general
conferences, training sessions, and through digital communications to provide
ongoing support and instruction.

Are there any recent talks or messages from the LDS
YM General Presidency?

Yes, the General Presidency frequently delivers talks during General
Conference and other LDS events, focusing on faith, service, and youth
development. These talks are available on the church's official website.

How does the LDS YM General Presidency address
challenges faced by young men today?

They provide guidance on dealing with challenges such as peer pressure,
mental health, and social media use, emphasizing gospel principles, personal
worth, and resilience.

Where can I find official information about the LDS
YM General Presidency?

Official information can be found on The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints' website, particularly in the 'Youth' and 'Leadership' sections, as
well as in official church publications and General Conference talks.

Additional Resources

1. Leading with Faith: Insights from the LDS YM General Presidency

This book explores the leadership principles and spiritual guidance provided
by the LDS Young Men General Presidency. It offers readers an inside look
into how these leaders inspire youth through faith-based initiatives and
programs. Through interviews and personal stories, the book highlights the
impact of their service on the lives of young men in the Church.

2. Strengthening the Youth: Lessons from the LDS Young Men General Presidency



Focusing on the development of young men within the Church, this book
compiles teachings, counsel, and experiences from members of the General
Presidency. It emphasizes the importance of mentorship, service, and
spiritual growth. Readers will find practical advice for youth leaders and
parents alike.

3. Called to Serve: The Journey of LDS YM General Presidency Members

This inspiring volume traces the paths of various individuals who have served
in the LDS Young Men General Presidency. It details their personal journeys,
challenges, and memorable moments while fulfilling their callings. The
narrative underscores the dedication and faith required to lead the youth of
the Church.

4. Building Faith and Character: The Role of the LDS YM General Presidency
This book examines the strategies and programs implemented by the Young Men
General Presidency to foster faith and character development. It includes
analysis of curriculum changes, youth conference initiatives, and community
service projects. The text serves as a resource for understanding how
leadership shapes youth experiences.

5. Voices of Inspiration: Talks and Messages from the LDS YM General
Presidency

Featuring a collection of talks, addresses, and messages from the General
Presidency, this book offers spiritual encouragement and doctrinal insights.
It captures the tone and focus of their teachings over recent years. Readers
will find motivation and guidance for personal and communal growth.

6. Empowering Young Men: The Vision of the LDS Young Men General Presidency
This title delves into the vision and mission statements articulated by the
General Presidency for the Church’s young men. It explores how their goals
align with broader Church objectives and youth needs. The book also
highlights success stories and innovative approaches to youth engagement.

7. Faith in Action: Service and Leadership in the LDS YM General Presidency
This book showcases the emphasis placed on service and leadership development
by the Young Men General Presidency. It discusses various service projects,
leadership training programs, and their outcomes. The narrative encourages
youth to apply gospel principles through active participation.

8. Guiding the Future: The Impact of the LDS YM General Presidency on Youth
Programs

An analytical look at how the General Presidency influences and shapes youth
programs within the Church, this book provides historical context and
contemporary developments. It covers changes in policies, program priorities,
and the integration of technology. The work is valuable for Church educators
and leaders.

9. Unity and Purpose: The LDS Young Men General Presidency’s Role 1in
Strengthening the Church

This book highlights the role of the General Presidency in fostering unity
and purpose among the young men of the Church. Through coordinated efforts
with other Church organizations, they work to build a strong, faithful youth
community. The text emphasizes collaboration, doctrinal teaching, and
spiritual mentorship.
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