
lehigh office of financial aid
lehigh office of financial aid plays a crucial role in helping students navigate the complexities of
funding their education at Lehigh University. This office offers comprehensive support and
resources to ensure that students understand their financial aid options, application processes, and
eligibility requirements. Whether prospective or current students, understanding how the Lehigh
Office of Financial Aid operates can significantly impact one’s ability to finance a college education.
This article delves into the various services provided, types of financial aid available, application
guidelines, and important deadlines. Additionally, it explores how the office supports students
throughout their academic journey, including loan counseling and scholarship opportunities. The
information outlined here serves as a detailed guide to maximize the benefits offered by the Lehigh
Office of Financial Aid.
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Overview of the Lehigh Office of Financial Aid
The Lehigh Office of Financial Aid is dedicated to assisting students in obtaining the necessary
financial resources to attend Lehigh University. This office administers federal, state, institutional,
and private financial aid programs. It is staffed by experienced counselors who provide personalized
assistance to students and families in understanding the complexities of financial aid. The office
aims to make higher education accessible by offering transparent guidance on aid eligibility, award
packaging, and fund disbursement. It also ensures compliance with all regulatory requirements to
maintain the integrity and fairness of the financial aid process.

Mission and Objectives
The mission of the Lehigh Office of Financial Aid is to support students by providing accurate,
timely, and comprehensive financial aid information and services. The office strives to promote
educational access and affordability through various aid programs, empowering students to focus on
their academic and professional goals without undue financial stress.



Staff and Contact Information
The office is staffed by financial aid professionals trained to assist with questions related to aid
eligibility, application procedures, and account management. Students can reach out via phone,
email, or in-person appointments for individualized consultations. The office also offers workshops
and informational sessions to guide students through the financial aid process.

Types of Financial Aid Available
The Lehigh Office of Financial Aid offers a diverse range of financial assistance options to meet the
varied needs of its student body. Aid packages often include scholarships, grants, loans, and work-
study opportunities. Each type of aid has specific eligibility criteria and application requirements
that students must understand to optimize their financial support.

Grants and Scholarships
Grants and scholarships are forms of gift aid that do not require repayment. The office administers
institutional scholarships based on academic merit, leadership, and other achievements.
Additionally, federal and state grant programs such as Pell Grants and Pennsylvania state grants
may be part of a student’s aid package.

Loans
Loans are a significant component of financial aid at Lehigh University, including federal student
loans such as Direct Subsidized and Unsubsidized Loans. The office provides counseling on
borrowing limits, interest rates, and repayment plans to help students make informed decisions
about financing their education responsibly.

Work-Study Programs
The Federal Work-Study program allows eligible students to earn money through campus or
community employment. The Lehigh Office of Financial Aid coordinates these opportunities to help
students offset educational expenses while gaining valuable work experience.

Application Process and Requirements
Applying for financial aid through the Lehigh Office of Financial Aid involves a structured process
designed to assess a student’s financial need accurately. Prospective and continuing students must
complete specific forms and submit documentation within designated timelines to be considered for
aid.



FAFSA Submission
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is the foundational document for determining
eligibility for federal, state, and institutional aid. Students must complete the FAFSA annually,
providing detailed information about their financial situation. The Lehigh Office of Financial Aid
encourages early submission to maximize aid opportunities.

Verification and Documentation
In some cases, students selected for verification must submit additional documentation to confirm
the accuracy of their FAFSA data. This may include tax returns, income statements, or other
financial records. The office provides clear instructions and deadlines to ensure timely processing.

Additional Institutional Forms
Lehigh University may require supplemental financial aid forms specific to institutional scholarships
or grants. These forms collect more detailed information about a student’s financial circumstances
or academic achievements to inform award decisions.

Important Deadlines and Notifications
Adhering to deadlines is critical when applying for financial aid at Lehigh University. The Office of
Financial Aid publishes an annual calendar outlining key dates for application submissions,
verification, award notifications, and fund disbursement.

Application Deadlines
Students should be aware of priority deadlines to ensure full consideration for all types of aid. Early
submission of the FAFSA and institutional forms increases the likelihood of receiving maximum
available funding.

Award Notifications
Once applications are processed, students receive financial aid award letters detailing the types and
amounts of aid for which they qualify. The Lehigh Office of Financial Aid provides guidance on
interpreting award packages and steps for acceptance or appeals.

Loan Counseling and Repayment Options
The Lehigh Office of Financial Aid offers comprehensive loan counseling services to educate
students about responsible borrowing and repayment strategies. This counseling is a required step
before loan funds are disbursed.



Entrance and Exit Counseling
Entrance counseling is conducted prior to the first loan disbursement, ensuring students understand
their obligations and loan terms. Exit counseling prepares graduating or withdrawing students for
loan repayment, detailing plans, deferment options, and consequences of default.

Repayment Plans
The office provides information on various federal loan repayment plans, including standard,
graduated, and income-driven options. This guidance helps borrowers select repayment strategies
aligned with their financial situations post-graduation.

Scholarship Opportunities and Eligibility
Scholarships are a vital source of financial aid at Lehigh University, awarded based on merit, talent,
or specific criteria such as academic achievement or community involvement. The Lehigh Office of
Financial Aid administers these scholarships and coordinates with other university departments to
maximize student access.

Merit-Based Scholarships
Merit scholarships recognize outstanding academic performance, leadership skills, or special
talents. These awards are often renewable for multiple years, provided the student maintains
specified academic standards.

Need-Based Scholarships
Need-based scholarships consider the financial circumstances of the student and family. These
awards supplement grants and loans to reduce the overall financial burden on students
demonstrating significant financial need.

External Scholarship Resources
The office encourages students to seek external scholarships from private organizations,
foundations, and community groups. It offers resources and advice on identifying and applying for
these additional funding sources.

Additional Resources and Support Services
Beyond direct financial aid assistance, the Lehigh Office of Financial Aid provides various resources
to help students manage their educational expenses effectively. These services include financial
literacy workshops, budgeting tools, and personalized counseling sessions.



Financial Literacy Programs
Workshops and seminars on budgeting, credit management, and responsible borrowing help
students develop skills to manage their finances during and after college.

Appeals and Special Circumstances
Students experiencing changes in financial circumstances may request a review or appeal of their
aid package. The office evaluates such cases individually to provide additional support when
justified.

Contact and Support Channels
The Lehigh Office of Financial Aid offers multiple channels for assistance, including in-person
consultations, phone support, and online resources to ensure students receive timely and effective
guidance throughout their academic careers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What services does the Lehigh Office of Financial Aid provide?
The Lehigh Office of Financial Aid provides assistance with scholarships, grants, loans, work-study
programs, and financial aid counseling to help students finance their education.

How can I apply for financial aid at Lehigh University?
You can apply for financial aid at Lehigh University by completing the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) and submitting any additional required documents to the Office of Financial
Aid.

What is the deadline for submitting financial aid applications
at Lehigh?
Financial aid application deadlines vary, but typically, the priority deadline for FAFSA submission at
Lehigh University is February 15th for the following academic year. It's best to check the Office of
Financial Aid website for the most current deadlines.

Does Lehigh University offer scholarships through its Office of
Financial Aid?
Yes, Lehigh University's Office of Financial Aid offers a variety of scholarships based on merit, need,
and other criteria to help students reduce their tuition costs.



How can I contact the Lehigh Office of Financial Aid?
You can contact the Lehigh Office of Financial Aid via email at finaid@lehigh.edu, by phone at (610)
758-3161, or visit their office on campus during business hours.

Are there work-study opportunities available through Lehigh's
Office of Financial Aid?
Yes, Lehigh offers Federal Work-Study programs that provide part-time jobs for students with
financial need, allowing them to earn money to help pay education expenses.

Can international students apply for financial aid at Lehigh
University?
International students are encouraged to check with the Lehigh Office of Financial Aid for available
options, but most federal aid programs require U.S. citizenship or eligible non-citizen status. Some
institutional aid may be available.

What types of loans does Lehigh's Office of Financial Aid
offer?
Lehigh's Office of Financial Aid facilitates federal student loans such as Direct Subsidized and
Unsubsidized Loans, PLUS Loans for parents and graduate students, as well as information on
private loan options.

Where can I find financial aid forms and resources for Lehigh
University?
Financial aid forms and resources for Lehigh University are available on the official Lehigh Office of
Financial Aid website, including FAFSA instructions, scholarship applications, and loan counseling
materials.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Financial Aid at Lehigh University
This comprehensive guide provides an in-depth look at the financial aid options available to students
at Lehigh University. It covers scholarships, grants, loans, and work-study opportunities, explaining
eligibility criteria and application processes. The book also offers tips on budgeting and managing
college expenses effectively.

2. Navigating the FAFSA: A Student’s Guide for Lehigh Applicants
Designed specifically for Lehigh students, this book breaks down the FAFSA application step-by-
step. It includes advice on gathering necessary documents, understanding the Expected Family
Contribution (EFC), and maximizing financial aid awards. Helpful FAQs and troubleshooting tips
make the FAFSA less intimidating for first-time applicants.

3. Scholarships and Grants at Lehigh University: Unlocking Opportunities



This resource highlights the various scholarships and grants offered through Lehigh’s Office of
Financial Aid. It details merit-based, need-based, and special interest scholarships, with strategies
for crafting strong applications. Readers will find insights on deadlines, interview preparation, and
maintaining eligibility.

4. Student Loans Explained: Making Smart Choices at Lehigh
Focusing on student loans, this book explains different loan types, interest rates, and repayment
plans available to Lehigh students. It emphasizes responsible borrowing and financial planning to
avoid excessive debt. The author includes real-world scenarios and advice from financial aid
counselors at Lehigh.

5. Budgeting for Lehigh Students: Managing Your Money Through College
This practical guide helps students create and stick to a budget while attending Lehigh University. It
includes tips on tracking expenses, saving money on campus, and prioritizing spending. The book
also discusses the role of financial aid and how to supplement it with part-time work or internships.

6. The Lehigh Financial Aid Handbook: Policies and Procedures
An official-style manual that outlines Lehigh University’s financial aid policies, eligibility
requirements, and application timelines. It serves as a reference for students, parents, and advisors
to understand the administrative aspects of aid awards. Clear explanations of compliance, appeals,
and verification processes are provided.

7. Work-Study at Lehigh: Balancing Jobs and Academics
This book explores the Federal Work-Study program offered at Lehigh, highlighting how students
can find and maintain on-campus employment. It discusses time management, job responsibilities,
and the financial benefits of work-study positions. Testimonials from current students offer practical
insights into balancing work and school.

8. Financial Aid Appeals and Special Circumstances at Lehigh
A guide focusing on how students can appeal financial aid decisions or report changes in their
financial situation. It explains the documentation required and the process for submitting appeals to
Lehigh’s Office of Financial Aid. The book also advises on communicating effectively with financial
aid officers.

9. Planning for Graduate Financial Aid at Lehigh University
Targeting graduate students, this book outlines the financial aid resources available for advanced
degrees at Lehigh. It covers assistantships, fellowships, loan options, and external funding sources.
Readers will find strategies for balancing financial aid with academic commitments and career
planning.
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