
lehigh university financial aid
lehigh university financial aid plays a crucial role in making higher
education accessible and affordable for students from diverse backgrounds.
Understanding the various financial aid options, eligibility criteria,
application process, and deadlines is essential for prospective and current
students seeking support. Lehigh University offers a comprehensive range of
scholarships, grants, loans, and work-study opportunities designed to meet
different financial needs. This article provides a detailed overview of the
key aspects of Lehigh University financial aid, including types of aid
available, how to apply, important deadlines, and tips for maximizing aid
eligibility. Additionally, it addresses frequently asked questions to help
students navigate the financial aid landscape with confidence and clarity. By
the end, readers will have a clear understanding of how to effectively access
and manage financial assistance at Lehigh University.
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Types of Financial Aid Offered at Lehigh
University
Lehigh University financial aid encompasses a variety of funding sources
aimed at helping students cover the costs of tuition, fees, room and board,
and other educational expenses. The primary categories include scholarships,
grants, loans, and work-study programs. Each type serves different purposes
and has unique eligibility criteria and application procedures.



Scholarships
Scholarships are merit-based awards that do not require repayment. They are
often awarded based on academic excellence, leadership qualities, special
talents, or other achievements. Lehigh University offers both institutional
scholarships and external scholarship opportunities for incoming and
continuing students.

Grants
Grants are typically need-based financial aid that also does not require
repayment. These are awarded based on the student’s financial need as
determined by the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and other
financial documentation. Grants help reduce the overall cost of attendance
for eligible students.

Loans
Loans provide students with funds that must be repaid with interest after
graduation or when the student leaves school. Lehigh University participates
in federal loan programs such as Direct Subsidized and Unsubsidized Loans, as
well as Parent PLUS Loans. Understanding loan terms and repayment obligations
is essential before accepting loan aid.

Work-Study Programs
The Federal Work-Study program offers part-time employment opportunities for
students with financial need. These jobs are designed to help students earn
money to pay for educational expenses while gaining valuable work experience
on or off campus.

Eligibility Requirements for Financial Aid
To qualify for Lehigh University financial aid, students must meet specific
eligibility criteria, which vary depending on the type of aid. Generally,
eligibility is based on factors such as citizenship status, enrollment
status, financial need, and academic standing.

Citizenship and Residency
Applicants must be U.S. citizens or eligible non-citizens to qualify for
federal financial aid programs. Some institutional scholarships and grants
may have additional residency requirements or preferences.



Enrollment Status
Students must be enrolled at least half-time in an eligible degree program to
receive most forms of financial aid. Full-time enrollment is often required
for maximum eligibility, especially for scholarships and grants.

Financial Need
Financial need is determined by the information provided on the FAFSA and
sometimes by additional institutional forms. Need-based aid is awarded based
on the gap between the cost of attendance and the Expected Family
Contribution (EFC).

Academic Progress
Recipients of financial aid must maintain satisfactory academic progress as
defined by Lehigh University’s guidelines. This includes meeting minimum GPA
requirements and completing a certain percentage of attempted coursework.

Application Process for Lehigh University
Financial Aid
Applying for Lehigh University financial aid requires careful attention to
detail and adherence to deadlines. The process involves submitting several
forms and documents to ensure accurate assessment of financial need and
eligibility.

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
The FAFSA is the foundational document for applying for federal and many
state and institutional aid programs. Students must complete the FAFSA
annually, providing detailed financial information about themselves and their
families.

Lehigh University Financial Aid Application
In addition to the FAFSA, Lehigh may require students to submit a
supplemental financial aid application or verification documents. These forms
help the financial aid office clarify and confirm the information reported on
the FAFSA.



Supporting Documentation
Students may need to provide tax returns, W-2 forms, proof of income, or
other financial records as part of the verification process. Timely
submission of these documents is critical to avoid delays in aid processing.

Important Deadlines and Documentation
Meeting deadlines is essential for maximizing Lehigh University financial aid
opportunities. Late submissions can result in reduced aid eligibility or loss
of certain awards.

Key Deadlines

FAFSA submission deadline: Typically March 1 for priority consideration

Lehigh University supplemental application deadline: Varies by program,
often aligned with FAFSA deadline

Verification document submission: As requested by the financial aid
office

Acceptance and enrollment deposit deadlines for scholarship recipients

Document Checklist
Students should prepare the following documents to facilitate a smooth
financial aid application process:

Completed FAFSA form

Lehigh University financial aid application (if required)

Federal tax returns and W-2 forms

Proof of citizenship or eligible non-citizen status

Verification forms if selected for review



Scholarships and Grants at Lehigh University
Lehigh University offers a variety of scholarships and grants designed to
reward academic achievement and provide need-based support. These awards can
significantly reduce the financial burden on students and their families.

Merit-Based Scholarships
Merit scholarships at Lehigh are awarded based on academic excellence,
leadership, community involvement, and other outstanding achievements. Many
scholarships are automatically considered upon admission, while others
require separate applications.

Need-Based Grants
Need-based grants are awarded to students who demonstrate financial need
through the FAFSA and institutional evaluations. These grants do not require
repayment and help bridge the gap between family contribution and cost of
attendance.

External Scholarship Opportunities
In addition to institutional aid, students are encouraged to seek external
scholarships from foundations, corporations, and community organizations.
These awards can supplement Lehigh University financial aid packages and
provide additional funding.

Loans and Work-Study Opportunities
When scholarships and grants are insufficient, loans and work-study programs
provide additional financial support options for students at Lehigh
University.

Federal Student Loans
Lehigh participates in federal loan programs, including Direct Subsidized
Loans, which do not accrue interest while the student is in school, and
Direct Unsubsidized Loans, which do. Parent PLUS Loans are also available for
families needing extra assistance.

Private Loans
Students may consider private loans from banks or other lenders, but these



typically have higher interest rates and less flexible repayment options. It
is advisable to exhaust federal loan options before pursuing private loans.

Federal Work-Study Program
The Federal Work-Study program provides part-time employment for students
with financial need, allowing them to earn money to help cover educational
expenses. Work-study positions may be on campus or with approved off-campus
employers.

Tips for Maximizing Financial Aid
To optimize the benefits of Lehigh University financial aid, students should
adopt strategic approaches throughout the application and enrollment process.

Submit Applications Early
Early submission of the FAFSA and all required documents increases the
chances of receiving priority aid consideration and access to limited funds.

Maintain Strong Academic Performance
Maintaining satisfactory academic progress ensures continued eligibility for
merit-based scholarships and institutional aid.

Explore All Funding Sources
In addition to university aid, students should research external
scholarships, grants, and employer tuition assistance programs to supplement
their financial aid packages.

Communicate with Financial Aid Office
Regular communication with Lehigh’s financial aid office can clarify
questions, provide updates on application status, and offer guidance on
navigating complex aid options.

Frequently Asked Questions About Lehigh



University Financial Aid
This section addresses common queries related to Lehigh University financial
aid to assist students in understanding key concepts and procedures.

Can international students receive financial aid at
Lehigh University?
International students are generally ineligible for federal financial aid but
may qualify for certain institutional scholarships or private funding
sources. Contacting the financial aid office is recommended for guidance
specific to international applicants.

Is the FAFSA required for all types of aid at
Lehigh?
Yes, the FAFSA is required for most federal, state, and institutional need-
based aid programs. Some merit scholarships may not require FAFSA submission
but completing it is advisable to maximize aid options.

How is financial need calculated?
Financial need is determined by subtracting the Expected Family Contribution
(EFC), as calculated from the FAFSA data, from the total cost of attendance
at Lehigh University.

What happens if my financial situation changes after
applying?
Students experiencing significant financial changes should notify the
financial aid office immediately. The office may reassess aid eligibility
based on updated information.

Are work-study jobs guaranteed if awarded?
Work-study awards indicate eligibility for employment, but students must
apply and be hired for available positions. Availability of jobs may vary by
department and semester.



Frequently Asked Questions

What types of financial aid are available at Lehigh
University?
Lehigh University offers various types of financial aid including
scholarships, grants, work-study programs, and student loans to help students
finance their education.

How can I apply for financial aid at Lehigh
University?
To apply for financial aid at Lehigh University, students must complete the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and the CSS Profile.
Additional university-specific forms may also be required.

Does Lehigh University offer merit-based
scholarships?
Yes, Lehigh University provides merit-based scholarships to incoming and
current students based on academic achievement, leadership, and other
talents.

What is the deadline for financial aid applications
at Lehigh University?
The priority deadline for financial aid applications at Lehigh University is
typically February 15th for the following academic year, but students should
check the official website for the most current deadlines.

Can international students receive financial aid at
Lehigh University?
Yes, international students at Lehigh University may be eligible for certain
merit-based scholarships, but need-based financial aid is generally limited
for international applicants.

How does Lehigh University determine financial aid
eligibility?
Lehigh University determines financial aid eligibility based on the
information provided in the FAFSA, CSS Profile, and any additional
documentation to assess the student's financial need and qualifications.



Are there work-study opportunities available at
Lehigh University?
Yes, Lehigh University participates in the Federal Work-Study Program,
providing students with part-time job opportunities to help finance their
education and gain work experience.

How can I check the status of my financial aid
application at Lehigh University?
Students can check the status of their financial aid application by logging
into Lehigh University's student portal or contacting the Office of Financial
Aid directly for updates and assistance.

Additional Resources
1. Lehigh University Financial Aid Handbook: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth overview of the financial aid options available
at Lehigh University. It covers scholarships, grants, loans, and work-study
programs, providing detailed eligibility criteria and application tips.
Students and families will find practical advice on maximizing aid
opportunities and managing college expenses effectively.

2. Navigating Lehigh University's Scholarship Landscape
Focused exclusively on scholarships, this guide helps students identify and
apply for various merit-based and need-based scholarships offered by Lehigh
University. It includes insider tips on crafting compelling applications and
understanding scholarship renewal processes. The book is an essential
resource for those aiming to reduce their educational costs through awards.

3. Understanding Lehigh University Student Loans and Repayment
This book demystifies the complexities of student loans specific to Lehigh
University attendees. It explains federal and private loan options, interest
rates, and repayment plans. Readers will gain insight into responsible
borrowing and strategies to manage debt after graduation.

4. Work-Study at Lehigh University: Balancing Jobs and Academics
An informative guide about the Federal Work-Study program and other on-campus
employment opportunities at Lehigh University. It highlights how students can
find suitable jobs, manage their schedules, and gain valuable work experience
while financing their education. The book also discusses budgeting tips for
student workers.

5. Financial Aid Application Strategies for Lehigh University Applicants
This title provides step-by-step instructions on completing the FAFSA, CSS
Profile, and Lehigh-specific financial aid forms. It offers advice on
gathering necessary documents, meeting deadlines, and appealing aid
decisions. The book is designed to help prospective students maximize their



chances of receiving aid.

6. Cost of Attendance and Budgeting at Lehigh University
Detailing the full cost of attending Lehigh, including tuition, fees,
housing, and living expenses, this book helps students and families plan
their budgets realistically. It also suggests cost-saving measures and
financial planning tools to manage expenses throughout the academic year.

7. Financial Aid for Graduate Students at Lehigh University
This book focuses on the unique financial aid resources available to graduate
and professional students at Lehigh University. It covers assistantships,
fellowships, loans, and external funding opportunities. Graduate students
will find guidance on balancing funding with academic responsibilities.

8. Lehigh University Financial Aid FAQs: Answers to Common Questions
A handy reference book that compiles frequently asked questions about
financial aid at Lehigh University. It addresses concerns ranging from
eligibility criteria to renewal processes and special circumstances. The
clear and concise answers make it an excellent quick-reference guide for
students and families.

9. Planning for Financial Aid: Preparing Early for Lehigh University
This guide emphasizes the importance of early financial planning for
prospective Lehigh University students. It includes timelines for application
submissions, tips on improving financial aid eligibility, and advice for
parents on saving for college. The book aims to reduce stress by helping
families prepare well in advance.
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