longest hole in one in pga history

longest hole in one in pga history is a remarkable feat that represents some of the most extraordinary
moments in professional golf. Achieving a hole in one is already a rare and celebrated accomplishment, but
when it happens on an exceptionally long hole, it elevates the achievement to historic status. In PGA Tour
history, there have been several impressive long holes-in-one, with players defying typical odds and
showcasing incredible skill and sometimes a bit of luck. This article explores the longest hole in one in PGA
history, detailing the players involved, the courses where these feats happened, and the significance of
these extraordinary shots. Additionally, insights into the technical challenges and unique conditions that
make such aces possible will be discussed. The story of the longest hole in one in PGA history is not only

about distance but also about precision and the unpredictable nature of golf.
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Overview of Longest Hole in One in PGA History

The longest hole in one in PGA history is recognized as one of the most exceptional achievements in
professional golf. Typically, holes in one occur on par-3 holes where the distance ranges from 100 to 250
yards. However, there have been extraordinary instances where players have aced holes significantly
longer than the average par-3, showcasing remarkable distance and accuracy. The rarity of such long aces is
due to the difficulty of controlling the ball over extended distances while still landing it on a small green
area. In PGA history, these moments are well documented and celebrated, often remembered as defining

points in tournaments and players’ careers.

Typical Hole Lengths and Difficulty

Most holes in one happen on shorter par-3 holes, usually between 120 and 210 yards, where players can
precisely aim their shots. Longer par-3 holes present greater difficulty due to factors such as wind,

elevation changes, and the challenge of controlling ball flight over greater distances. The longest hole in



one in PGA history stands out because it defies these typical limitations, demonstrating an extraordinary

combination of power, skill, and sometimes favorable course conditions.

Record Holders and Historic Moments

Several golfers have etched their names into PGA history by making incredibly long holes in one. Among
the record holders, one of the most notable instances is Mike Crean’s 346-yard hole in one during the 2009
PGA Tour’s Valero Texas Open. This ace is officially recognized as the longest hole in one in PGA Tour
history and remains a benchmark for great golfing achievements. Other players have also recorded

impressive long-range aces, but Crean’s shot remains unparalleled in distance.

Mike Crean’s 346-Yard Hole in One

Mike Crean’s hole in one on the 17th hole at TPC San Antonio was extraordinary not only because of the
distance but also due to the difficulty of the hole’s layout. The par-4 hole measured 346 yards, and Crean’s
drive perfectly landed on the green, rolling into the cup. This rare feat is the longest hole in one ever

recorded on the PGA Tour and symbolizes the perfect blend of strength and precision. The shot received

widespread media coverage and remains a highlight in PGA Tour history.

Other Notable Long Holes in One

Besides Crean’s record, other players have made notable long aces, including:

e Paul Goydos’ 332-yard hole in one at the 2016 John Deere Classic
¢ Andrew Magee’s 324-yard hole in one on a par-4 at the 2001 Phoenix Open

¢ Robert Allenby’s 311-yard ace at the 2005 Bay Hill Invitational

These shots, while shorter than Crean’s, still represent remarkable long-range precision and have

contributed to the lore of the longest hole in one in PGA history.

Technical Challenges of Long Holes in One

Achieving a hole in one on a long hole requires overcoming significant technical challenges. The golfer
must generate sufficient clubhead speed and power while maintaining accuracy to land the ball on a
relatively small green. Unlike shorter par-3 holes, where accuracy is paramount, long par-4 holes demand a

combination of distance and precision that is difficult to master.



Factors Affecting Long Hole in One Attempts

Several factors impact the success of a long hole in one, including:

e Wind Conditions: Wind can dramatically alter the ball’s trajectory over long distances, requiring

players to adjust their swings and club selection.

¢ Elevation Changes: Uphill or downhill slopes affect how far the ball travels, complicating distance

control.

¢ Green Size and Contours: Smaller or undulating greens increase the difficulty of landing the ball

close to the hole.

¢ Club Selection: Choosing the right club is crucial to balance distance and control, especially on longer
holes.

Golf Equipment and Technology

Advancements in golf club and ball technology have also contributed to the possibility of longer holes in
one. Modern drivers and irons offer greater forgiveness and distance, allowing players to hit longer shots
with more control. Additionally, golf balls designed for optimized flight characteristics help maintain

accuracy over extended distances, enabling some of the longest holes in one in PGA history.

Courses Featuring Longest Holes in One

Certain PGA Tour courses have played host to the longest holes in one, often featuring challenging par-4
holes that are drivable under the right conditions. These courses combine length, strategic layout, and

favorable pin placements that make such aces possible, though still extraordinarily rare.

TPC San Antonio — Valero Texas Open

TPC San Antonio is famous for hosting the Valero Texas Open and contains the 17th hole, a par-4
measuring 346 yards. This hole gained legendary status after Mike Crean’s historic hole in one. The layout
of this hole challenges players with tight fairways and tricky green complexes, making a hole in one on

such a long hole a remarkable achievement.



TPC Scottsdale — Waste Management Phoenix Open

Another course well-known for long holes in one is TPC Scottsdale, home to the Waste Management
Phoenix Open. The 16th hole, a par-4 measuring over 300 yards, has seen multiple holes in one during
tournament play. Andrew Magee’s famous ace on this hole in 2001 was the first recorded hole in one on a

par-4 in PGA Tour history, highlighting the course’s role in these historic moments.

Other Courses with Long Par-4 Aces

Additional courses where long holes in one have occurred include:

e Bay Hill Club & Lodge — Arnold Palmer Invitational
e John Deere Classic Course — TPC Deere Run

¢ Various links-style courses with drivable par-4s

These venues offer holes that test both power and precision, setting the stage for the longest holes in one in
PGA history.

Impact on PGA Tour and Player Legacies

The longest hole in one in PGA history has a profound impact on the careers of players who achieve such
feats, as well as on the PGA Tour itself. These moments generate excitement, attract media attention, and
contribute to the rich history of golf. Players who record such aces often experience heightened

recognition and are remembered for their extraordinary skill and luck.

Recognition and Awards

Golfers who make the longest holes in one frequently receive special recognition, including prize money
bonuses, trophies, and invitations to exclusive events. The PGA Tour sometimes commemorates these

moments with awards that highlight the rarity and skill involved in such accomplishments.

Legacy and Historical Significance

Long holes in one become part of the lore that defines the PGA Tour’s history. They serve as benchmarks
of excellence and are often referenced when discussing the greatest shots in golf. Players who achieve

these remarkable feats solidify their legacies and inspire future generations of golfers to push the limits of



distance and accuracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the longest hole-in-one recorded in PGA Tour history?

The longest hole-in-one recorded in PGA Tour history is 340 yards, achieved by Andrew Magee at the
2001 Phoenix Open on the par-4 17th hole.

‘Who holds the record for the longest hole-in-one in PGA Tour history?

Andrew Magee holds the record for the longest hole-in-one in PGA Tour history, with a 340-yard ace on a
par-4 hole in 2001.

On which hole did the longest hole-in-one in PGA Tour history occur?

The longest hole-in-one in PGA Tour history occurred on the 17th hole at the Phoenix Open in 2001, a
par-4 measuring 340 yards.

How rare is a hole-in-one on a par-4 like Andrew Magee's record?

A hole-in-one on a par-4 is extremely rare in professional golf, making Andrew Magee's 340-yard ace on a

par-4 hole a unique and historic feat.

Has anyone else matched or beaten Andrew Magee's longest hole-in-one
record in the PGA Tour?

As of now, no other player has matched or beaten Andrew Magee's 340-yard hole-in-one record on a par-4

in PGA Tour history.

Additional Resources

1. The Legendary Longest Hole-in-One: PGA’s Greatest Feat

This book chronicles the most remarkable longest hole-in-one in PGA history, detailing the player’s
journey, the course, and the conditions that made this feat possible. It explores the impact of this
achievement on the sport and how it has inspired golfers worldwide. Packed with interviews and vivid

descriptions, it’s a must-read for golf enthusiasts.

2. Masters of Distance: The Longest Hole-in-One in PGA History

Dive into the stories of golfers who mastered distance and precision to achieve the longest hole-in-one in



PGA tournaments. This book combines technical analysis with personal anecdotes, offering readers insight
into how such a rare accomplishment is achieved. It also highlights the evolution of equipment and

technique over the years.

3. Beyond Par: The Greatest Longest Hole-in-One Moments in Golf

This compilation showcases several of the longest and most impressive hole-in-one shots in PGA history,
including the record-holder. Each chapter breaks down the conditions, player mindset, and course
challenges, providing a comprehensive view of what it takes to make history on the green. The book also

reflects on the significance of these moments in golf culture.

4. One Shot Wonder: The Story Behind PGA’s Longest Hole-in-One

Explore the fascinating backstory of the longest hole-in-one in PGA history through this engaging
narrative. The author delves into the player’s background, preparation, and the pivotal tournament where
the shot happened. Rich with behind-the-scenes details, this book offers a unique perspective on a

legendary golfing moment.

5. The Science of the Longest Hole-in-One: PGA Records Explained

This book takes a scientific approach to understanding the longest hole-in-one in PGA history, analyzing
physics, ball trajectory, and environmental factors. It provides a detailed examination of the mechanics
behind the shot and how advancements in technology have influenced such records. Ideal for readers

interested in the technical side of golf achievements.

6. Epic Drives: The Longest Hole-in-One and Other PGA Marvels

Highlighting the longest hole-in-one alongside other extraordinary PGA shots, this book celebrates the skill
and luck involved in golf’'s most memorable moments. It features stunning photography and player
interviews that bring these epic drives to life. The narrative also covers how these shots have shaped

careers and tournaments.

7. Golf’s Greatest Ace: The Longest Hole-in-One in PGA History

Focus on the player who holds the record for the longest hole-in-one in PGA history, exploring their
career, challenges, and the historic shot itself. The book discusses how this ace redefined expectations in
professional golf and inspired a new generation of players. Personal stories and expert commentary enrich

this compelling biography.

8. The Hole-in-One Hall of Fame: Celebrating PGA’s Longest Shots

This book serves as a tribute to the longest and most impressive hole-in-one shots in PGA history, with a
special emphasis on the record-breaking longest ace. It includes detailed accounts, statistics, and player
profiles that honor these extraordinary achievements. A perfect collection for fans who appreciate golf

history and milestones.

9. From Tee to Green: The Journey of PGA’s Longest Hole-in-One
Follow the complete journey of the longest hole-in-one in PGA history, from the tee-off to the ball landing

in the cup. This book captures the tension, skill, and excitement of the moment, supported by expert



analysis and player reflections. It also provides context about the course and tournament setting, making the

story come alive for readers.
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