louisiana physical therapy colleges

louisiana physical therapy colleges offer a range of educational opportunities for students aspiring to
become licensed physical therapists in the state. These institutions provide comprehensive programs
that combine theoretical knowledge with practical clinical experience. With the growing demand for
physical therapy services in Louisiana, attending one of these colleges can set the foundation for a
rewarding healthcare career. This article explores the top Louisiana physical therapy colleges, their
admission requirements, program offerings, accreditation status, and career prospects for graduates.
Additionally, it covers financial aid options and the licensure process to help prospective students

navigate their educational journey effectively.
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Overview of Louisiana Physical Therapy Colleges

Louisiana physical therapy colleges provide specialized education designed to prepare students for

careers as physical therapists. These institutions typically offer Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT)



programs, which are the standard entry-level degree for practicing physical therapy in the United
States. Students receive training in anatomy, physiology, biomechanics, and patient care techniques to
develop the skills necessary for effective rehabilitation therapy. The colleges also emphasize clinical

internships and hands-on experiences to ensure graduates are practice-ready.

Several colleges in Louisiana have earned accreditation from the Commission on Accreditation in
Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE), which is essential for licensure eligibility. The state's educational
landscape includes both public universities and private institutions, each with unique strengths and

resources to support student success.

Top Accredited Physical Therapy Programs in Louisiana

Students seeking to pursue physical therapy in Louisiana should consider programs accredited by
CAPTE to ensure quality education and eligibility for licensure exams. The following are among the

leading accredited physical therapy programs in the state:

University of Louisiana at Monroe — Offers a well-established Doctor of Physical Therapy

program with emphasis on evidence-based practice and clinical excellence.

Loyola University New Orleans — Provides a comprehensive DPT curriculum with strong clinical

partnerships across the region.

LSU Health Sciences Center New Orleans — Features a rigorous program focused on research,

clinical skills, and community health.

University of Louisiana at Lafayette — Known for its innovative teaching methods and extensive

clinical training opportunities.

Each of these institutions maintains high standards for faculty expertise, student support services, and

clinical affiliations, ensuring students receive a robust education in physical therapy.



Admission Requirements and Application Process

The admission process for louisiana physical therapy colleges generally involves meeting specific
academic prerequisites, submitting standardized test scores, and completing an application through the
Physical Therapist Centralized Application Service (PTCAS) or individual school portals. Key admission

criteria typically include:

* A bachelor's degree or completion of prerequisite coursework in subjects like biology, chemistry,

physics, and anatomy.

Competitive GPA, often with a minimum cumulative and science GPA requirement.

GRE scores, though some programs may waive this requirement or have flexible policies.

Letters of recommendation from academic or professional references.

Personal statement or essay outlining career goals and motivation for choosing physical therapy.

Relevant healthcare experience, such as volunteering or working in rehabilitation settings.

Applicants should also prepare for interviews, which assess communication skills, professionalism, and
fit with the program's values. Early preparation and thorough research into each college’s specific

criteria can enhance admission chances.

Curriculum and Clinical Training

The curriculum at louisiana physical therapy colleges is designed to develop both theoretical
understanding and practical skills. Core coursework covers areas such as musculoskeletal anatomy,
kinesiology, neuroscience, pharmacology, and pathology. Programs also integrate courses on ethics,

healthcare management, and evidence-based practice.



Clinical training is a critical component of physical therapy education, involving supervised internships
in various healthcare settings such as hospitals, outpatient clinics, and rehabilitation centers. These
rotations allow students to apply classroom knowledge to real-world patient care, develop clinical

reasoning, and refine therapeutic techniques.

Typical program length for a Doctor of Physical Therapy degree is three years post-bachelor’s degree,
combining didactic instruction with hands-on clinical experiences. Some programs may also offer dual

degree options or post-professional certificates for licensed therapists seeking advanced specialization.

Financial Aid and Scholarships

Financing a physical therapy education can be a significant consideration for students attending
louisiana physical therapy colleges. Numerous financial aid options are available, including federal and

state grants, loans, and institutional scholarships. Key resources include:

Federal Pell Grants — Need-based grants that do not require repayment.

Federal Direct Student Loans — Low-interest loans with flexible repayment plans.

Scholarships from Colleges — Merit-based or need-based awards offered directly by physical

therapy programs.

Professional Associations — Organizations such as the Louisiana Physical Therapy Association

may offer scholarships and grants.

Work-Study Programs — Opportunities to earn money while gaining relevant experience.

Prospective students are encouraged to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) early and explore specific scholarship opportunities at their chosen colleges to maximize

financial support.



Licensure and Career Opportunities

Graduating from an accredited louisiana physical therapy college is a prerequisite for licensure as a
physical therapist in Louisiana. After completing the educational program, candidates must pass the
National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE) administered by the Federation of State Boards of
Physical Therapy. Additional requirements may include a jurisprudence exam and background checks

as mandated by the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board.

Once licensed, physical therapists in Louisiana can pursue diverse career paths in hospitals, outpatient
clinics, sports facilities, schools, and home health agencies. The demand for physical therapy services
continues to grow due to an aging population and increasing awareness of rehabilitation benefits.

Career advancement opportunities include specialization certifications, clinical instructor roles, research

positions, and administrative leadership.

Physical therapists in Louisiana enjoy competitive salaries and the satisfaction of improving patients’

quality of life through movement restoration and pain management.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the top physical therapy colleges in Louisiana?

Some of the top physical therapy colleges in Louisiana include Louisiana State University Health
Sciences Center (LSUHSC) in Shreveport and the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, both offering

accredited DPT programs.

Does Louisiana have accredited Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT)
programs?

Yes, Louisiana has accredited DPT programs, such as those at LSU Health Sciences Center in
Shreveport and the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, which are accredited by the Commission on

Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE).



What are the admission requirements for physical therapy colleges in
Louisiana?

Admission requirements typically include a bachelor's degree with prerequisite courses in biology,
chemistry, physics, and anatomy, a competitive GPA, GRE scores, letters of recommendation, and

relevant healthcare experience.

How much does it cost to attend a physical therapy college in
Louisiana?

Tuition varies by institution, but on average, in-state students can expect to pay between $20,000 to

$40,000 per year for DPT programs in Louisiana, excluding fees, books, and living expenses.

Are there online physical therapy programs offered by Louisiana
colleges?

Currently, most accredited DPT programs in Louisiana require on-campus attendance due to the
hands-on nature of physical therapy training, although some prerequisite courses may be offered

online.

What career opportunities are available after graduating from a
Louisiana physical therapy college?

Graduates can pursue careers as licensed physical therapists in hospitals, outpatient clinics,

rehabilitation centers, sports facilities, nursing homes, or private practice within Louisiana and beyond.

How long does it take to complete a physical therapy program in
Louisiana?

Most Doctor of Physical Therapy programs in Louisiana take about three years to complete following

the completion of undergraduate prerequisites.



Is financial aid available for students attending physical therapy
colleges in Louisiana?

Yes, students can apply for federal financial aid, scholarships, grants, and sometimes institutional aid

offered by Louisiana physical therapy colleges to help offset tuition costs.

Can | apply to physical therapy colleges in Louisiana as an out-of-
state student?

Yes, out-of-state students are welcome to apply to physical therapy programs in Louisiana; however,

tuition rates may be higher for non-residents, and admission can be competitive.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring Physical Therapy Education in Louisiana: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth look at the various physical therapy programs available in Louisiana. It
covers admission requirements, curriculum details, and campus life for prospective students.

Additionally, it provides insights into the job market and career opportunities within the state.

2. Pathways to Becoming a Physical Therapist in Louisiana

Focused on guiding students through the journey of becoming licensed physical therapists in
Louisiana, this book discusses certification processes, state-specific regulations, and clinical internship
options. It also includes interviews with current practitioners and educators from Louisiana’s top

physical therapy colleges.

3. Louisiana’s Top Physical Therapy Schools: Profiles and Rankings
This title profiles the leading physical therapy colleges in Louisiana, comparing their programs, faculty,
research initiatives, and student outcomes. It helps readers make informed decisions by highlighting

strengths and unique features of each institution.



4. Curriculum and Clinical Training in Louisiana Physical Therapy Programs
An academic resource detailing the typical coursework, hands-on training, and clinical rotations
required in Louisiana’s physical therapy colleges. It also explains how these programs prepare

students for the National Physical Therapy Examination and licensure.

5. Financial Aid and Scholarships for Physical Therapy Students in Louisiana
This practical guide helps prospective students navigate financial aid options specific to physical
therapy education in Louisiana. It includes information on scholarships, grants, loans, and work-study

opportunities offered by colleges and external organizations.

6. Innovations in Physical Therapy Education: Louisiana Perspectives
Highlighting new teaching methodologies and technological advancements in Louisiana’s physical
therapy colleges, this book showcases case studies and research from faculty members. It discusses

how these innovations enhance student learning and patient care.

7. Student Life and Success Strategies at Louisiana Physical Therapy Colleges
A resource for students enrolled or planning to enroll in physical therapy programs in Louisiana, this
book covers study tips, time management, and balancing clinical practice with academic demands. It

also offers advice on building professional networks and preparing for licensure exams.

8. Career Opportunities and Professional Development for Louisiana Physical Therapists
This book explores the diverse career paths available to physical therapy graduates in Louisiana,
including hospital settings, private practices, and rehabilitation centers. It also emphasizes continuing

education and specialization options to advance one’s career.

9. Historical Evolution of Physical Therapy Education in Louisiana
Tracing the development of physical therapy programs in Louisiana from their inception to the present
day, this book provides context for the state’s current educational landscape. It includes notable

milestones, influential educators, and the impact of legislation on the profession.
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