
momentous nyt crossword clue
momentous nyt crossword clue is a phrase that frequently intrigues crossword enthusiasts and
puzzle solvers, especially those who enjoy the challenge of the New York Times crossword puzzles.
Understanding the nuances of this clue is essential for anyone looking to enhance their solving skills
or simply to appreciate the art of crossword construction. This article will delve into the typical
answers associated with the momentous nyt crossword clue, explore its common synonyms and
variations, and provide strategies for solving such clues effectively. Additionally, the discussion will
cover the cultural and linguistic significance of the word "momentous" as it appears in crossword
puzzles, especially in the context of the New York Times. By the end of this article, readers will be
well-equipped to tackle momentous-related clues and improve their overall crossword experience.
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Understanding the Momentous NYT Crossword Clue

The momentous nyt crossword clue typically refers to a word or phrase that conveys significant
importance, gravity, or consequence. Crossword puzzles, especially those published by the New York
Times, often use synonyms or related words to represent the idea of something momentous. This
clue is generally classified under adjectives, though it can occasionally appear as a noun depending
on the puzzle’s theme or construction. Recognizing the underlying meaning of "momentous" helps
solvers narrow down possible answers and increases the chance of a correct solution.

Definition and Usage in Crosswords

Momentous is defined as something of great importance or significance, often implying a turning
point or a major event. In crossword puzzles, this word is a prompt for answers that embody these
qualities. The clue may appear with slight variations, such as "significant," "historic," or "epochal,"
but all point toward an answer indicating importance or consequence. Understanding how
crossword constructors utilize synonyms and related terms for momentous clues is crucial for
effective solving.



Common Answers and Synonyms

Several words frequently appear as answers to the momentous nyt crossword clue. These answers
are typically concise and fit well into the grid, which is a key consideration for crossword
constructors. The most common solutions convey the essence of importance and impact. Familiarity
with these synonyms can drastically improve solving speed and accuracy.

Typical Answers

Epic – Often used to describe something grand or monumental in scale.

Major – A straightforward synonym indicating great importance.

Historic – Signifying an event or moment of historical significance.

Big – A simple and common word that can imply importance in the puzzle context.

Significant – A direct synonym highlighting importance.

Momentous – Occasionally, the answer may be the clue word itself, especially in easier
puzzles.

Synonyms and Related Terms

Beyond the typical answers, crossword puzzles may use words that evoke the concept of
momentousness indirectly. These include:

Weighty – Emphasizing seriousness or gravity.

Crucial – Indicating something critical or essential.

Epochal – Denoting a defining period or event.

Monumental – Suggesting something grand and significant.

Historic – Often used in crossword puzzles to represent momentous.



Strategies for Solving Momentous Clues

Successfully solving the momentous nyt crossword clue involves a combination of vocabulary
knowledge, contextual understanding, and strategic puzzle-solving techniques. Employing these
strategies can make the process more efficient and enjoyable.

Contextual Analysis

Examining the crossing letters and the theme of the puzzle provides valuable hints toward the
correct answer. Since momentous clues often relate to events or descriptions of importance, solvers
should consider the overall puzzle tone and any related thematic clues. This approach helps to
eliminate unlikely answers and focus on those that fit both the clue and grid constraints.

Use of Synonym Lists

Maintaining a mental or physical list of synonyms for commonly used crossword clue words, such as
momentous, can be highly beneficial. This practice aids in quick recall during solving and can help
when encountering unfamiliar or tricky clues. Additionally, frequent exposure to these synonyms in
various puzzles builds a stronger vocabulary foundation.

Crossword Constructor Patterns

Understanding how crossword constructors select answers can also guide solving. Constructors
favor words that are easy to fit into grids and have versatile letter combinations. For momentous
clues, shorter synonyms like "epic" or "major" are common due to their flexibility. Recognizing this
pattern can help solvers guess the correct answer when uncertain.

The Linguistic and Cultural Context of "Momentous"

The word "momentous" carries rich linguistic and cultural connotations that influence its use in
crosswords. Its etymology and usage history shed light on why certain synonyms are favored in
puzzles and how solvers can better understand the clue’s intent.

Etymology and Meaning

Derived from the Latin word "momentum," meaning movement or importance, momentous is used in
English to describe events or decisions of great significance. This historical background enriches the
word’s contemporary use, making it a prime candidate for crossword clues that aim to convey



weightiness or historical impact.

Cultural Significance in Crosswords

In the context of American English and popular culture, momentous is often associated with
landmark events, major life decisions, or turning points. Crossword puzzles like those in the New
York Times frequently reflect this cultural resonance by using the word or its synonyms to evoke a
sense of grandeur or pivotal change. This cultural familiarity assists solvers in making intuitive leaps
when faced with the momentous nyt crossword clue.

Examples of Momentous Clues in NYT Crosswords

Examining real examples of momentous clues from the New York Times crossword puzzles
highlights how the clue is presented and what answers are typically sought. These examples
illustrate the diversity and subtlety of momentous-related entries in the puzzle world.

Sample Clues and Answers

Clue: Momentous event (Answer: EPIC)1.

Clue: Very important (Answer: MAJOR)2.

Clue: Historic milestone (Answer: EPOCHAL)3.

Clue: Momentous decision (Answer: CRUCIAL)4.

Clue: Of great significance (Answer: SIGNIFICANT)5.

Interpreting Clues in Different Puzzle Difficulties

The complexity of the momentous nyt crossword clue can vary depending on the puzzle’s difficulty
level. In easier puzzles, the answer tends to be a straightforward synonym such as "major" or "big."
More challenging puzzles might employ less common or more nuanced synonyms like "epochal" or
"momentous" itself. Awareness of this variation helps solvers adjust their expectations and tactics
accordingly.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning of the crossword clue 'momentous' in the
New York Times crossword?
The clue 'momentous' typically means 'very important' or 'significant,' and common answers include
'historic,' 'major,' or 'eventful.'

What are common answers to the 'momentous' clue in the NYT
crossword?
Common answers for 'momentous' in the NYT crossword are words like 'major,' 'historic,' 'epochal,'
or 'significant.'

How can I solve the 'momentous' clue in the NYT crossword
more easily?
Consider synonyms like 'major,' 'historic,' 'epochal,' or 'significant' and count the number of letters
in the answer to narrow down the choices.

Is 'epochal' a valid answer for the 'momentous' clue in the NYT
crossword?
Yes, 'epochal' is a commonly used answer for the 'momentous' clue, meaning highly significant or
historic in nature.

Are there any shorter answers used for 'momentous' in the
NYT crossword?
Yes, shorter answers like 'big,' 'vast,' or 'major' are sometimes used depending on the puzzle's word
length requirements.

Does the NYT crossword use 'historic' often for the clue
'momentous'?
Yes, 'historic' is a frequent answer for the clue 'momentous' because it directly relates to something
important or significant in history.

Can 'momentous' be clued differently in the NYT crossword?
Sometimes, 'momentous' might be clued indirectly or with a pun, but most often it refers to
something significant or important.



Where can I find answers for the 'momentous' NYT crossword
clue?
You can find answers on crossword help websites, forums like Reddit's r/crossword, or using online
NYT crossword solvers.

Additional Resources
1. The Power of Now
This influential book by Eckhart Tolle explores the significance of living fully in the present moment.
It emphasizes mindfulness and the importance of transcending past and future worries to experience
true peace. A transformative read for those seeking to understand the momentous impact of now on
personal growth.

2. Momentous Events in American History
This comprehensive book chronicles key events that have shaped the United States. From the
Revolutionary War to the Civil Rights Movement, it offers detailed accounts and analyses of
moments that changed the nation’s trajectory. Ideal for history enthusiasts interested in pivotal
moments.

3. Turning Points: Momentous Decisions That Changed History
This book delves into critical decisions made by leaders and individuals that had far-reaching
consequences. It examines the contexts, motivations, and outcomes of these decisions, illustrating
how single moments can alter the course of history. A fascinating exploration of cause and effect.

4. Momentous Occasions: Celebrations and Ceremonies Around the World
Explore the diverse ways cultures commemorate important events and milestones. This book
highlights traditional ceremonies, festivals, and rituals that mark significant life and historical
moments globally. A visually rich and informative journey into cultural expressions of
momentousness.

5. Moments of Impact: How to Design Strategic Conversations That Accelerate Change
Written by Chris Ertel and Lisa Kay Solomon, this book focuses on creating and leveraging crucial
moments for change within organizations. It provides strategies for effective communication and
leadership during critical junctures. Essential reading for business leaders and change-makers.

6. Momentous: The Epic Story of the 20th Century
This narrative history captures the major events, figures, and movements that defined the 20th
century. It portrays the century’s momentous changes in politics, technology, culture, and society in
an engaging and accessible style. A panoramic view of a transformative era.

7. The Momentous Life of Nelson Mandela
A biography that details the extraordinary journey of Nelson Mandela, from his early activism to
becoming South Africa’s president. The book highlights the momentous struggles and triumphs that
defined his life and legacy. Inspirational for readers interested in leadership and social justice.

8. Momentous Discoveries in Science
This book presents landmark scientific breakthroughs that have fundamentally changed our
understanding of the world. It covers discoveries from gravity to DNA, explaining their significance



in simple terms. A great resource for those curious about the momentous advances in science.

9. Momentous Travels: Journeys That Changed the World
Explore historic voyages and explorations that altered global history in this captivating book. From
Columbus to the Apollo missions, the author recounts how these journeys opened new frontiers and
reshaped civilizations. A compelling read for fans of adventure and history.
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