netflix movie about kray brothers

netflix movie about kray brothers has garnered significant interest among crime drama
enthusiasts and fans of historical gangster tales. The Kray brothers, Ronald and Reginald,
were infamous figures in London’s criminal underworld during the 1950s and 1960s. Their
complex lives, marked by violence, power, and celebrity, have inspired multiple films and
documentaries, including notable productions available on Netflix. This article explores the
most prominent Netflix movie about the Kray brothers, delves into the historical accuracy
behind the portrayal, and examines the impact these films have on audiences today.
Additionally, this article provides insights into the cultural significance of the Kray brothers’
story and how it has been adapted for modern viewers. The following sections offer a
detailed overview of the key aspects related to the netflix movie about kray brothers.
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Overview of the Netflix Movie About Kray
Brothers

The most well-known netflix movie about kray brothers is the 2015 biographical crime
drama titled Legend. This film offers a gripping portrayal of the lives of Ronald and Reginald
Kray, focusing on their rise to power, criminal activities, and eventual downfall. Starring
Tom Hardy in a dual role as both Kray twins, the movie captures the contrasting
personalities and complex relationship between the brothers. The cinematic narrative
combines intense dramatic scenes with moments that highlight their personal
vulnerabilities and fraternal bond.

Legend is praised for its detailed production design, period-accurate settings, and
compelling performances, making it a top choice for viewers seeking an immersive
experience of the Kray brothers’ story. Netflix’s availability of this film has broadened
access to audiences interested in British crime history and gangster films.

Plot Summary and Key Themes

The film traces the Kray brothers’ journey from their early days in East London through
their dominance over the city’s underworld. It explores themes such as loyalty, power,
violence, and the impact of mental iliness, particularly Ronald’s struggles with



schizophrenia. The narrative also examines their relationships with family members and
associates, providing a multifaceted view of their lives beyond their criminal reputation.

Production and Cast

Directed by Brian Helgeland, Legend features a notable cast including Emily Browning,
Christopher Eccleston, and Taron Egerton. The film’s production involved extensive
research to ensure historical fidelity while delivering a cinematic experience that balances
entertainment with factual storytelling.

Historical Background of the Kray Brothers

Understanding the real-life context of the Kray brothers is essential to appreciating any
netflix movie about kray brothers. Ronald and Reginald Kray were born in 1933 in the East
End of London and became notorious gangsters during the post-war period. Their criminal
enterprise encompassed protection rackets, armed robbery, arson, and murder.

The Kray twins operated in a time when organized crime was deeply entrenched in London,
and they managed to intertwine their criminal activities with celebrity and political
connections. Their infamy was bolstered by their public personas as nightclub owners and
socialites, which often masked their violent undertakings.

Criminal Activities and Notoriety

The Krays’ criminal empire included:

Extortion and protection rackets targeting local businesses

Control over nightclubs and gambling establishments

Involvement in high-profile murders and violent clashes with rival gangs

Intimidation of withesses and law enforcement officials

Their reign came to an end in 1968 when they were arrested and subsequently sentenced
to life imprisonment in 1969, marking a significant moment in British criminal history.

Psychological and Personal Dynamics

Ronald Kray’s diagnosis of paranoid schizophrenia added a complex layer to their story,
influencing their behavior and decisions. The brothers shared an intense and sometimes
volatile relationship, marked by both deep loyalty and moments of conflict. These dynamics
are often central to film portrayals and contribute to the enduring fascination with their
narrative.



Depiction of the Kray Brothers in Film

Films about the Kray brothers, including the netflix movie about kray brothers, strive to
balance factual accuracy with dramatic storytelling. The depiction of the twins often
emphasizes their dual nature: ruthless criminals and charismatic figures.

Accuracy and Artistic License

While Legend is praised for its attention to period detail and character depth, certain events
and timelines are dramatized for cinematic effect. This is common in biographical films
where the goal is to engage audiences while providing insight into real personalities and
events. Critics and historians sometimes debate the level of accuracy, but the film remains
a valuable cultural artifact that brings the Krays’ story to a wider audience.

Character Portrayal and Performance

Tom Hardy’s dual performance is often highlighted as a standout element, effectively
differentiating the brothers through mannerisms, speech, and emotional expression. This
portrayal helps viewers understand their contrasting temperaments—Reggie as the more
calculated and controlled figure, and Ronnie as volatile and unpredictable.

Cultural Impact and Audience Reception

The netflix movie about kray brothers has contributed significantly to the public’s
awareness and understanding of the Kray twins. Their story continues to fascinate
audiences worldwide, reflecting broader themes of crime, family loyalty, and the
complexities of human behavior.

Audience Engagement

Viewers are drawn to the mix of glamour and brutality depicted in the film. The Kray
brothers’ ability to operate within both the criminal underworld and high society creates a
compelling narrative that challenges traditional notions of criminals. Audience reception
has generally been positive, with particular praise for the film’s production quality and
performances.

Legacy and Influence

The depiction of the Kray brothers in film has influenced popular culture, inspiring other
media such as documentaries, books, and television series. The netflix movie about kray
brothers serves as a contemporary reference point for these portrayals, ensuring their story
remains relevant in modern discussions about crime and justice.



Comparison with Other Media Representations

Beyond the netflix movie about kray brothers, the twins’ story has been adapted in various
formats, each with unique perspectives and emphases. Comparing these helps
contextualize the Netflix film within a broader media landscape.

Other Films and Documentaries

e The Krays (1990): A British film offering a gritty, low-budget portrayal with a focus on
the criminal aspects of their lives.

e Eastern Promises (2007): While not directly about the Krays, this film’s exploration
of London’s organized crime scene provides thematic parallels.

e Numerous documentaries that explore the factual history and impact of the Kray
brothers, often featuring archival footage and interviews with associates.

Books and Biographies

A variety of written works provide in-depth analysis of the Kray brothers’ lives, often
serving as source material for film adaptations. These texts offer comprehensive historical
context that complements the dramatized portrayals found in movies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Netflix movie about the Kray Brothers
called?

The Netflix movie about the Kray Brothers is called "The Krays: Dead Man Walking."

Is the Netflix movie about the Kray Brothers based on
true events?

Yes, the movie is based on the real-life story of the notorious British twin gangsters, the
Kray Brothers, who were prominent in the 1950s and 1960s London underworld.

Who stars as the Kray Brothers in the Netflix movie?

The roles of the Kray Brothers are played by actors who portray Ronnie and Reggie Kray,
with performances that capture their complex personalities, though specific cast names
depend on the particular film version available on Netflix.



What genre does the Netflix Kray Brothers movie fall
under?

The movie is primarily a crime drama, with elements of biographical storytelling and thriller.

Does the Netflix movie about the Kray Brothers cover
their entire life story?

The movie focuses on their rise and fall in the London criminal underworld, highlighting key
events, but may not cover every aspect of their lives in detail.

Are there any other movies or series about the Kray
Brothers on Netflix?

Netflix occasionally features different films or documentaries about the Kray Brothers;
availability can vary by region and over time.

How accurate is the Netflix movie about the Kray
Brothers historically?

While the movie strives for historical accuracy, some events and characters may be
dramatized or fictionalized for storytelling purposes.

Where can | watch the Netflix movie about the Kray
Brothers?

You can watch the movie on Netflix if it is available in your region; availability depends on
your location and Netflix's current catalog.

Additional Resources

1. “The Profession: The Story of the Krays” by John Pearson

This is one of the most comprehensive biographies of the Kray twins, Ronnie and Reggie.
John Pearson provides an in-depth look at their rise from East End London gangsters to
notorious crime lords. The book delves into their criminal activities, personal lives, and the
impact they had on British society during the 1950s and 1960s.

2. “The Krays: Brothers in Arms” by John Pearson

Another detailed account by John Pearson, this book focuses on the violent and complex
relationship between the Kray brothers. It explores their criminal empire, their influence

over London’s underworld, and the eventual downfall that led to their imprisonment. The
narrative is rich with firsthand accounts and police reports.

3. “Regicide: The Life and Death of the Kray Twins” by John Blake
John Blake offers a gripping biography that captures both the glamour and brutality of the
Kray twins’ lives. The book covers their criminal exploits, their relationships with celebrities,



and the eventual police operation that brought them to justice. It’s a compelling read for
those interested in true crime and British gangsters.

4. “The Kray Twins: The Real Gangsters of London’s East End” by Stewart Evans and Paul
Smart

This book provides a detailed history of the Kray twins, highlighting their criminal activities
alongside social and cultural contexts of the time. Evans and Smart draw on extensive
interviews and archival material to paint a vivid picture of the twins’ reign. The book also
examines how the Krays managed to evade the law for so long.

5. “Born Fighters: The Story of the Krays” by Norman Scott

Norman Scott’s biography focuses on the Krays’ early years and their development into
feared gangsters. It sheds light on their family background, their rise in the criminal world,
and the psychological aspects that drove their violent behavior. The book offers a balanced
perspective on their public personas and private lives.

6. “The Lives of the Krays” by Fred Dinenage

Fred Dinenage presents a detailed narrative of the Kray twins’ lives, blending biography
with social history. This book examines the twins’ impact on East London and their
notoriety across the UK. It also explores their relationships with friends, enemies, and the
media.

7. “My Story” by Ronnie Kray

Written by Ronnie Kray himself, this autobiography provides an intimate look into his
thoughts, motivations, and experiences. The book offers a unique perspective on the
criminal empire he shared with his brother Reggie. It is a valuable resource for
understanding the twins from an insider’s viewpoint.

8. “Reggie Kray: The Final Word” by Reggie Kray

In this autobiography, Reggie Kray reflects on his life, crimes, and time in prison. He
discusses the complex dynamics between him and Ronnie, as well as his attempts at
redemption. The book provides insight into the personal side of one of Britain’s most
infamous gangsters.

9. “The Krays: A Violent Business” by Brian McDonald

Brian McDonald explores the darker aspects of the Kray twins’ criminal enterprises,
focusing on their use of violence and intimidation. The book delves into their criminal
dealings, including protection rackets and murders. It is a stark portrayal of the brutal
reality behind the Kray legend.
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