next week in asl

next week in asl is an essential phrase that individuals learning American
Sign Language often seek to understand, especially when discussing future
plans or events. Mastering how to express time-related concepts like "next
week" is crucial for effective communication in ASL, as it differs
significantly from spoken English. This article explores the meaning, usage,
and proper signing techniques for "next week in ASL," providing learners with
comprehensive insights and practical tips. Additionally, it covers related
time expressions and contextual examples to enhance understanding. Whether
you are a beginner or looking to refine your ASL skills, understanding how to
sign "next week" will improve clarity in conversations about scheduling,
planning, and everyday dialogue. The following sections will guide you
through the fundamentals, common mistakes, and advanced nuances involved in
expressing future time frames in ASL.

Understanding the Phrase "Next Week" in ASL

How to Sign "Next Week" in American Sign Language

Common Variations and Related Time Expressions

Practical Examples and Usage in Conversations

Tips for Mastering Time Expressions in ASL

Understanding the Phrase "Next Week" in ASL

The phrase "next week" in ASL is a temporal expression used to indicate the
week immediately following the current one. Unlike spoken English, ASL relies
heavily on visual cues and spatial referencing to convey time concepts. The
concept of "next week" is tied closely to the signer’s body and directional
movements, which help establish a clear timeline. Understanding how ASL
expresses temporal information is crucial for accurately communicating when
future events will occur. This section delves into the linguistic and
cultural aspects of time in ASL, setting the foundation for learning the sign
for "next week."

The Role of Time in ASL Grammar

Time indicators in ASL are typically established at the beginning of a
sentence or phrase to set the temporal context. This grammatical structure
allows for efficient communication and prevents ambiguity. When signing about
future events, including "next week," the signer often uses specific signs



combined with directional movements. These signs can be modified by facial
expressions and body posture to emphasize the time frame. Understanding this
structure is essential for interpreting and producing accurate temporal
signs.

Conceptual Differences from Spoken English

Unlike English, which uses auxiliary verbs and prepositions to indicate time,
ASL uses a series of signs and spatial locations. For example, the sign for
"week" is combined with a directional movement to indicate "next." This
difference means that literal translations are often inaccurate, and learners
must adapt to ASL’s visual and spatial grammar. Recognizing these
distinctions helps avoid common mistakes when expressing "next week" and
other time-related phrases.

How to Sign "Next Week" in American Sign
Language

Signing "next week" in ASL involves two primary components: the sign for
"week" and the indication of "next." The sign for "week" is generally made by
extending the index finger and moving it across the palm of the opposite
hand, which is held flat. To express "next," the dominant hand usually moves
forward or upward from the base sign, indicating a future time frame. This
section provides a step-by-step guide to correctly produce the sign for "next
week."

Step-by-Step Signing Instructions

Follow these steps to sign "next week" accurately:

1. Position your non-dominant hand flat with the palm facing up,
representing the current week.

2. Extend the index finger of your dominant hand and place it on the edge
of the non-dominant palm.

3. Slide the dominant index finger across the palm from the pinky side
toward the thumb side to sign "week."

4. Immediately after, move the dominant hand forward or slightly upward to
indicate "next," showing the week following the current one.



Facial Expressions and Non-Manual Signals

Facial expressions are an integral part of ASL grammar. When signing "next
week," a neutral or slightly anticipatory facial expression is common,
indicating a future event. Non-manual markers such as raised eyebrows or head
tilts may accompany the sign to emphasize the temporal context. These subtle
cues aid in effective communication and clarity.

Common Variations and Related Time Expressions

The concept of "next week" can be expressed using different signs and
variations depending on the context and regional dialects within the Deaf
community. Additionally, related time expressions like "this week," "last
week," and "week after next" are essential to understand for comprehensive
temporal communication. This section explores these variations and how they
relate to "next week" in ASL.

Variations of "Next Week"

Some signers may use slightly different movements or hand shapes to signify
"next week," influenced by regional or individual preferences. Despite these
variations, the core concept remains the same: indicating the week following
the current one. It is useful to be familiar with multiple versions to
understand and communicate effectively with different ASL users.

Related Time Expressions

Understanding related time expressions enhances the ability to discuss
schedules and plans accurately. Examples include:

e This Week: Signified by holding the "week" sign and indicating the
current time frame.

e Last Week: Signed by moving the "week" sign backward or toward the body.

* Week After Next: A combination of signs indicating two weeks ahead.

Practical Examples and Usage in Conversations

Using "next week in ASL" correctly in conversation involves context and
clarity. This section provides practical examples illustrating how to
incorporate the sign in everyday dialogue. Such examples help learners grasp
the natural flow and appropriate timing of the sign within sentences.



Example Sentences Featuring "Next Week"
Here are several scenarios demonstrating the use of "next week" in ASL:

e Planning an event: "Meeting next week" — sign "MEETING" followed by
"NEXT WEEK" to specify the time.

e Discussing schedules: "I will visit you next week" — sign "I," "VISIT,"
then "NEXT WEEK."

e Making appointments: "Doctor appointment next week" — sign "DOCTOR,"
"APPOINTMENT," then "NEXT WEEK."

Tips for Conversational Use

When using "next week" in ASL conversations, it is important to establish the
time frame early and maintain consistent temporal context throughout the
discourse. This practice helps avoid confusion and ensures the message is
clear. Additionally, combining signs with appropriate facial expressions and
body language strengthens communication effectiveness.

Tips for Mastering Time Expressions in ASL

Mastering "next week in ASL" is part of a broader skill set involving various
temporal signs. Effective practice methods and understanding linguistic
nuances enhance proficiency. This section offers practical tips for learners
aiming to improve their command of time-related expressions in ASL.

Practice Techniques

Consistent practice is key to mastering temporal signs. Recommended
techniques include:

e Watching and mimicking fluent ASL signers in videos or real-life
interactions.

e Engaging in role-play scenarios that involve scheduling and planning.
e Recording oneself signing to identify and correct mistakes.

e Participating in ASL classes or conversation groups focusing on time
expressions.



Understanding Context and Cultural Nuances

Beyond hand movements, understanding the cultural context of time in the Deaf
community enhances communication. Time is often expressed relative to the
signer’s perspective, and flexibility is common. Recognizing these nuances
allows for more natural and respectful interactions.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you sign 'next week' in ASL?

To sign 'next week' in ASL, start by signing 'week' by placing your non-
dominant hand flat, palm up, and use your dominant hand's index finger to
trace from the wrist to the fingertips of the non-dominant hand. Then, to
indicate 'next,' move your dominant hand's index finger forward from the side
of your non-dominant hand.

Can you show the difference between 'this week' and
'next week' in ASL?

‘This week' is signed by signing 'week' and then pointing down at the palm of
your non-dominant hand. 'Next week' is signed by signing 'week' and then
moving your dominant hand's index finger forward from the side of your non-
dominant hand.

Is there a variation of the sign for 'next week'
depending on region or context?

While the basic sign for 'next week' is generally consistent, some signers
may use slight variations in the movement or palm orientation based on
regional dialects or personal style, but the meaning remains clear.

How do you incorporate 'next week' into a sentence
in ASL?

In ASL, you would sign the topic first, for example, 'ME GO STORE,' and then
add the time indicator 'NEXT WEEK' at the beginning or end of the sentence
for clarity.

Are there any common phrases or expressions in ASL
that use 'next week'?

Common phrases include 'I WILL VISIT NEXT WEEK,' or 'ME FINISH WORK NEXT
WEEK.' The time phrase 'next week' helps specify when the action will take
place.



How do you ask 'Are you available next week?' in
ASL?

To ask 'Are you available next week?' in ASL, you can sign 'YOU FREE NEXT
WEEK?' using the sign for 'you,' then 'free' by making a fist with both hands
and opening them, followed by the sign for 'next week.' End with a
questioning facial expression.

Additional Resources

1. Next Week in ASL: A Beginner's Guide to Time Expressions

This book introduces learners to the concept of expressing time, specifically
focusing on the phrase "next week" in American Sign Language. It provides
clear explanations, visual illustrations, and practical examples to help
beginners confidently use temporal signs. The book also covers related
vocabulary and common sentence structures for discussing future plans.

2. Mastering Temporal Signs: Next Week and Beyond in ASL

A comprehensive resource for intermediate ASL students, this book delves
deeper into temporal concepts including "next week," "last week," and "this
week." It offers detailed lessons on how to incorporate these signs into
everyday conversations. Additionally, it includes practice exercises and
video links for enhanced learning.

3. Conversational ASL: Planning for Next Week

Focused on real-life communication, this book teaches readers how to use ASL
to talk about plans and events happening next week. It features dialogues,
role-plays, and cultural notes to help learners understand context and usage.
The book is ideal for those aiming to improve their conversational skills in
ASL.

4. Time and Tense in ASL: Understanding Next Week

This text explores the grammatical aspects of time in ASL, emphasizing the
use of "next week." It explains how ASL expresses tense without verb
conjugation, using time indicators and non-manual signals. Readers will gain
insight into the linguistic structure that shapes temporal expressions in
ASL.

5. Visual Learning of ASL: Next Week and Future Events

Designed for visual learners, this book uses illustrations, photos, and
videos to teach the sign for "next week" and other future-related vocabulary.
The interactive format helps reinforce memory and comprehension. It is
suitable for learners of all ages seeking an engaging approach to ASL.

6. Planning Ahead: Using Next Week in ASL Conversations

This book provides practical guidance on discussing upcoming events and
schedules in ASL, focusing on the phrase "next week." It includes vocabulary
lists, sentence patterns, and tips for natural signing. The content supports
learners in expressing future intentions clearly and confidently.



7. ASL for Professionals: Scheduling and Next Week

Tailored for professionals who communicate with the Deaf community, this book
covers how to discuss meetings, deadlines, and events happening next week. It
emphasizes formal and informal signing styles appropriate in workplace
settings. The book also addresses cultural etiquette related to scheduling in
ASL.

8. Next Week in ASL Storytelling

This unique book uses storytelling to teach temporal signs, including "next
week," by presenting short narratives and dialogues. It encourages readers to
learn through context and repetition. The stories highlight everyday
situations, making the learning process relatable and enjoyable.

9. Children’s ASL Workbook: Learning Next Week and Other Time Signs

A child-friendly workbook that introduces young learners to the sign for
"next week" along with other time-related signs. It features fun activities,
coloring pages, and simple exercises to engage children. This book supports
early ASL acquisition and builds foundational communication skills.
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