
nfl yards record

nfl yards record stands as one of the most celebrated milestones in professional football, highlighting the
exceptional achievements of players who have amassed remarkable yardage throughout their careers or single
seasons. These records encompass various categories such as rushing yards, receiving yards, passing yards, and
all-purpose yards, each showcasing different aspects of player performance and skill. Understanding the
history and current holders of these records provides valuable insight into the evolution of the game and the
outstanding athletes who have shaped NFL history. This article delves into the most prominent NFL yards
records, examining career leaders, single-season achievements, and notable game performances. Additionally, it
explores the significance of yardage in evaluating player impact and legacy within the league.
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Career NFL Yards Records

The career NFL yards record represents the cumulative yardage a player has gained over their entire
professional tenure. This includes yards gained from rushing, receiving, and passing depending on the player’s
position. Career records often highlight consistency, durability, and overall excellence sustained over many
seasons.

Career Rushing Yards Record

The career rushing yards record is one of the most iconic NFL records, traditionally dominated by running backs
who excel in ground offense. This record showcases a player’s ability to consistently gain yards on the
ground, contributing significantly to their team’s offensive success over time.

Career Passing Yards Record

Quarterbacks hold the career passing yards record, which measures total yardage gained through completed
passes. This record reflects a quarterback’s accuracy, arm strength, and ability to lead an offense effectively
across multiple seasons.

Career Receiving Yards Record

Wide receivers and tight ends compete for the career receiving yards record, highlighting their skill in catching
passes and gaining yardage after the catch. This record underscores a player’s importance in the passing game
and their ability to create yardage consistently.



Single-Season NFL Yards Records

Single-season yards records focus on the yardage a player accumulates within one NFL season. These records
often indicate peak performance levels and can be career-defining achievements for players.

Most Rushing Yards in a Single Season

The record for most rushing yards in a single NFL season is a testament to a running back’s dominance and
endurance, typically achieved by players who consistently break through defensive lines and maintain high
yardage totals across 16 or 17 games.

Most Passing Yards in a Single Season

Quarterbacks who set the single-season passing yards record demonstrate exceptional passing ability, often
benefiting from offensive schemes that emphasize aerial attacks. This record is a marker of offensive
productivity and quarterback skill.

Most Receiving Yards in a Single Season

Wide receivers who hold the single-season receiving yards record showcase their ability to make big plays and
serve as focal points in their team’s passing strategy. High receiving yardage reflects both talent and
opportunity within the offensive system.

Single-Game NFL Yards Records

Single-game NFL yards records highlight extraordinary performances by players in individual games. These
records capture moments of peak athleticism and can include rushing, passing, receiving, or all-purpose yards.

Single-Game Rushing Yards

The record for most rushing yards in a single game illustrates a running back’s ability to dominate a particular
matchup, often featuring multiple long runs and sustained drives that contribute to a high yardage total.

Single-Game Passing Yards

Quarterbacks who achieve the highest single-game passing yards demonstrate precision and volume in their
passing attempts, often leading to numerous completions and scoring drives.

Single-Game Receiving Yards

Receivers with single-game receiving yards records have exceptional performances characterized by big plays,
multiple receptions, and significant yardage after the catch.

All-Purpose Yards and Their Importance

All-purpose yards combine rushing, receiving, and return yards to provide a comprehensive measure of a player’s



total yardage contribution. This statistic is particularly important for versatile players who contribute in
multiple facets of the game.

Definition and Components of All-Purpose Yards

All-purpose yards include yards gained through:

Rushing attempts

Pass receptions

Kickoff returns

Punt returns

Other return yards

This versatility often makes all-purpose yard leaders some of the most dynamic and valuable players on their
teams.

Notable All-Purpose Yards Records

Players holding all-purpose yards records typically have diverse skill sets, contributing significantly on
offense and special teams. These records exemplify athleticism and adaptability in the NFL.

Notable NFL Players Holding Yards Records

Several legendary players have etched their names in NFL history by setting or holding significant yards
records. These athletes are widely recognized for their contributions and lasting impact on the league.

Top Career Yardage Leaders

Emmitt Smith – Holds the career rushing yards record, exemplifying durability and excellence as a running
back.

Drew Brees – Known for his prolific passing, Brees ranks among the top in career passing yards.

Jerry Rice – Holds the career receiving yards record and is widely regarded as the greatest wide receiver in
NFL history.

Record-Breaking Single-Season Performers

Eric Dickerson – Set the single-season rushing yards record, showcasing a dominant ground game.

Peyton Manning – Held the single-season passing yards record, reflecting masterful quarterback play.

Calvin Johnson – Known for his remarkable receiving yards in a single season, demonstrating big-play



ability.

Exceptional Single-Game Yardage Achievements

Adrian Peterson – Recorded one of the highest single-game rushing yards totals.

Norm Van Brocklin – Holds the single-game passing yards record.

Flipper Anderson – Set the record for single-game receiving yards.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who holds the record for the most rushing yards in a single NFL season?

Eric Dickerson holds the record for the most rushing yards in a single NFL season with 2,105 yards in 1984.

What is the NFL record for most receiving yards in a single game?

Flipper Anderson holds the NFL record for most receiving yards in a single game with 336 yards on November
26, 1989.

Who has the most career passing yards in NFL history?

Tom Brady holds the record for the most career passing yards in NFL history, surpassing 89,000 yards.

What is the record for most total yards from scrimmage in a single NFL
game?

Ed Podolak holds the record for most total yards from scrimmage in a single NFL game with 350 yards (238
rushing, 110 receiving) in 1971.

Which player has the most career rushing yards in the NFL?

Emmitt Smith holds the record for the most career rushing yards with 18,355 yards.

Who holds the record for most receiving yards in a single NFL season?

Calvin Johnson set the record for most receiving yards in a single NFL season with 1,964 yards in 2012.

What is the record for most all-purpose yards in an NFL career?

Jerry Rice holds the record for most all-purpose yards in an NFL career with over 23,000 yards.

Which quarterback has the most passing yards in a single NFL game?

Norm Van Brocklin holds the record for most passing yards in a single NFL game with 554 yards in 1951.



What is the record for most yards gained on kickoff returns in a single NFL
season?

Travis Williams set the record for most kickoff return yards in a single NFL season with 875 yards in 1967.

Who holds the record for most yards gained from scrimmage in an NFL
season?

Chris Johnson holds the record for most yards from scrimmage in a single NFL season with 2,509 yards in 2009.
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