
notre dame computer science
acceptance rate
notre dame computer science acceptance rate is a key metric prospective students
often consider when evaluating the competitiveness of the University of Notre Dame’s
computer science program. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the
acceptance rate specific to Notre Dame’s computer science department, discussing factors
that influence admissions, comparison with overall university acceptance rates, and
insights into the admissions process. Additionally, the article will explore the academic
profile of admitted students, application requirements, and tips for improving admission
chances. Understanding these elements can help applicants better navigate the
competitive landscape of Notre Dame’s computer science program. The following sections
will delve into detailed information about acceptance statistics, admission criteria, and
strategic advice for prospective candidates.
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Understanding Notre Dame Computer Science
Acceptance Rate
The Notre Dame computer science acceptance rate reflects the percentage of applicants
who are admitted into the university’s computer science program each academic year.
This rate is a critical indicator of the program’s selectivity and competitiveness. Notre
Dame’s overall acceptance rate is known to be moderately selective, with the computer
science program often exhibiting slightly different rates due to its popularity and demand.

In recent years, the acceptance rate for computer science majors at Notre Dame has
hovered around 15% to 20%, reflecting a competitive admission landscape. This rate is
influenced by factors such as the number of applicants, the quality of the applicant pool,
and departmental capacity. Understanding this acceptance rate helps prospective
students set realistic expectations about their chances of admission and prepare
accordingly.



Historical Trends in Acceptance Rate
Tracking acceptance rate trends over time can provide insight into how demand for the
computer science program at Notre Dame has evolved. As computer science has grown in
popularity nationwide, Notre Dame has experienced increased application volumes,
leading to a gradual decline in acceptance rates over the past decade. This trend
underscores the importance of a strong application profile for prospective students.

Difference Between Departmental and University
Acceptance Rates
It is important to distinguish between the Notre Dame computer science acceptance rate
and the university’s overall undergraduate acceptance rate. While Notre Dame’s overall
acceptance rate typically ranges between 15% and 20%, the computer science program
may have a slightly lower acceptance rate due to its selective nature and higher applicant
interest. This difference highlights the competitive admissions environment for STEM
fields at Notre Dame.

Factors Influencing Admission Decisions
Several key factors influence the Notre Dame computer science acceptance rate by
shaping admissions decisions. The admissions committee evaluates candidates holistically,
considering academic credentials, extracurricular involvement, personal qualities, and fit
with the program’s values and goals.

Academic Performance
Strong academic records, including high GPA and rigorous coursework, are essential.
Applicants typically need to demonstrate excellence in mathematics, science, and
computer-related subjects. Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB)
courses in relevant areas can also strengthen an application.

Standardized Test Scores
While some universities have adopted test-optional policies, standardized test scores such
as the SAT or ACT remain important for many applicants. Competitive scores in the math
section, in particular, can positively impact the admission decision for computer science
candidates.

Extracurricular Activities and Experience
Involvement in computer science-related activities, such as coding clubs, internships,
competitions, or personal projects, can enhance an applicant’s profile. Demonstrating
passion and commitment to the field beyond academics often resonates well with



admissions officers.

Letters of Recommendation and Essays
Strong letters of recommendation from teachers or mentors familiar with the applicant’s
academic and personal qualities provide valuable context. Additionally, well-crafted essays
that articulate the applicant’s motivation for studying computer science, career
aspirations, and alignment with Notre Dame’s mission can influence acceptance outcomes.

Academic Profile of Accepted Students
The academic credentials of admitted students to Notre Dame’s computer science
program reflect the program’s selectivity and high standards. Understanding these
benchmarks can help applicants gauge their competitiveness.

Typical GPA and Class Rank
Admitted students usually have a weighted GPA above 3.8 on a 4.0 scale, indicating strong
academic achievement. Many accepted candidates rank in the top 10% of their high school
graduating class, highlighting consistent academic excellence.

Standardized Test Score Ranges
Competitive applicants often score in the 1400–1550 range on the SAT or 32–35 on the
ACT. Emphasis is placed on math scores due to the technical nature of the computer
science curriculum.

Academic Rigor
Successful applicants typically have completed challenging coursework, including honors,
AP, or IB classes in subjects like calculus, physics, and computer science. This academic
rigor demonstrates preparedness for university-level studies.

Application Requirements and Process
The Notre Dame computer science acceptance rate is influenced by the thoroughness and
completeness of the application submitted by prospective students. Understanding the
application components is crucial for a competitive submission.



Common Application and Supplements
Applicants must submit the Common Application along with Notre Dame-specific
supplements, which include essay prompts designed to assess the candidate’s values,
personality, and fit. The supplements often require reflection on leadership, community
service, or academic interests.

Transcripts and Test Scores
Official high school transcripts documenting coursework and grades are mandatory.
Applicants should also submit SAT or ACT scores unless applying test-optional. Some
departments may recommend or require SAT Subject Tests in math or science.

Letters of Recommendation
Typically, two to three letters of recommendation are requested, ideally from math or
science teachers, to provide insight into the applicant’s academic abilities and character.

Interview Opportunities
While not always required, Notre Dame offers optional interviews, which can provide
applicants with an opportunity to express their interest and clarify any aspects of their
application.

Strategies to Improve Admission Chances
Given the competitive Notre Dame computer science acceptance rate, applicants should
adopt strategic approaches to maximize their admission prospects.

Excel Academically: Prioritize high grades in STEM subjects and take advanced1.
courses to demonstrate preparedness and commitment.

Gain Relevant Experience: Engage in coding projects, internships, or competitions2.
to build a strong portfolio showcasing passion and skills.

Craft Compelling Essays: Write clear, authentic essays that highlight unique3.
experiences, motivations, and alignment with Notre Dame’s values.

Secure Strong Recommendations: Obtain letters from educators who know the4.
applicant well and can attest to both academic and personal strengths.

Prepare for Interviews: Use interviews to communicate enthusiasm, clarify goals,5.
and demonstrate fit with the program.



Apply Early: Consider early action or early decision options if available to improve6.
chances of acceptance.

Comparison with Other Computer Science
Programs
Understanding how Notre Dame’s computer science acceptance rate compares with other
institutions can provide perspective on its competitiveness.

Comparison with Peer Institutions
Notre Dame’s acceptance rate for computer science is competitive but generally higher
than top-tier technical universities such as MIT or Stanford, where acceptance rates for
computer science programs often fall below 10%. Compared to other prestigious private
universities, Notre Dame maintains a selective but accessible admission standard.

Impact of Program Reputation and Resources
Notre Dame’s computer science program is well-regarded for its strong faculty, research
opportunities, and integration with liberal arts education. These strengths attract a strong
applicant pool, contributing to the selective acceptance rate.

Trends in Computer Science Admissions Nationwide
Across the country, computer science programs have seen application surges, driving
down acceptance rates and raising admission standards. Notre Dame’s experience aligns
with this national trend, underscoring the importance of a robust application.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the acceptance rate for the University of Notre
Dame's Computer Science program?
The acceptance rate for the University of Notre Dame's Computer Science program
typically ranges between 15% to 20%, reflecting its competitive admissions process.

Has the acceptance rate for Notre Dame Computer



Science changed recently?
Yes, like many tech-related programs, Notre Dame's Computer Science acceptance rate
has become slightly more competitive in recent years due to increased demand.

How does Notre Dame's Computer Science acceptance
rate compare to its overall university acceptance rate?
Notre Dame's Computer Science program generally has a lower acceptance rate
compared to the overall university acceptance rate, indicating higher selectivity for this
major.

What factors influence the acceptance rate of Notre
Dame's Computer Science program?
Factors include the number of applicants, academic credentials of applicants,
extracurricular achievements, and the university's enrollment goals for the program.

Is the acceptance rate for Computer Science at Notre
Dame higher for in-state or out-of-state applicants?
Notre Dame is a private university, so acceptance rates do not vary significantly between
in-state and out-of-state applicants; admission is based primarily on merit.

What can applicants do to improve their chances of
acceptance into Notre Dame's Computer Science
program?
Applicants should focus on strong academic performance, particularly in math and
science, relevant extracurricular activities, strong recommendation letters, and a
compelling personal statement.

Does Notre Dame offer direct admission to the
Computer Science major, or is it impacted after
enrollment?
Admission is typically to the university, and students may declare the Computer Science
major after enrollment, but the program is competitive, so early academic performance is
important.

Where can I find the most up-to-date acceptance rate
information for Notre Dame's Computer Science
program?
The most current acceptance rate information can be found on the University of Notre



Dame's official admissions website or by contacting their admissions office directly.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Notre Dame Computer Science Acceptance Rates: Trends and Insights
This book provides a comprehensive analysis of the acceptance rates for the University of
Notre Dame’s computer science program. It explores historical data, demographic factors,
and admission trends to help prospective students understand their chances. Additionally,
it offers tips on how to strengthen applications based on past successful candidates.

2. Cracking the Code: How to Get Accepted into Notre Dame’s Computer Science Program
Focused on practical advice, this guide walks applicants through the entire admissions
process for Notre Dame’s computer science major. It includes essays, recommendation
strategies, and interview preparation tips. The book also highlights unique aspects of
Notre Dame’s program that applicants should emphasize.

3. Notre Dame Computer Science Admissions: What You Need to Know
This title breaks down the key components of Notre Dame’s computer science admissions,
including GPA, standardized test scores, and extracurriculars. It also discusses the
competitive landscape and offers comparisons with peer institutions. Readers will gain a
clear understanding of what the admissions committee values most.

4. Inside Notre Dame’s College of Engineering: Computer Science Admissions Explored
Offering an insider’s perspective, this book delves into the College of Engineering at Notre
Dame, with a focus on the computer science department. It covers faculty research
interests, curriculum highlights, and how these factors influence admissions decisions.
The book is ideal for applicants wanting a deeper look at the academic environment.

5. Data-Driven Insights into Notre Dame CS Acceptance Rates
Utilizing data analytics, this book examines acceptance rate patterns over the past decade
for Notre Dame’s computer science program. It identifies key predictors of acceptance
and discusses how changes in application volume affect selectivity. The book is valuable
for data-savvy applicants and counselors alike.

6. Preparing for Notre Dame: A Guide for Aspiring Computer Science Students
This preparation guide helps high school students build a strong profile tailored to Notre
Dame’s computer science admissions criteria. It covers coursework recommendations,
coding competitions, internships, and leadership experiences. The book also includes
sample timelines and actionable milestones.

7. Competitive College Admissions: Case Study of Notre Dame Computer Science
Using Notre Dame as a case study, this book explores the broader context of competitive
STEM admissions in the United States. It discusses strategies employed by top applicants
and how Notre Dame differentiates itself. The analysis includes acceptance rate
comparisons and insights from admissions officers.

8. From Application to Acceptance: Navigating Notre Dame’s Computer Science
Admissions
This step-by-step guide demystifies the application process for Notre Dame’s computer
science department. It offers advice on personal statements, supplemental essays, and



interview preparation. The book also provides sample successful applications and common
pitfalls to avoid.

9. The Future of Computer Science Admissions at Notre Dame
Looking ahead, this book examines emerging trends that may impact Notre Dame’s
computer science acceptance rates, such as increasing applicant diversity and evolving
admission policies. It also discusses the potential influence of technological advancements
on applicant evaluation. This forward-thinking title is perfect for students and educators
planning for the future.
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