
old medicine crow show wagon wheel

old medicine crow show wagon wheel is a term that evokes the rich cultural heritage and musical legacy of the
Native American group known as Old Medicine Crow. This phrase is often associated with their popular song
"Wagon Wheel," which gained widespread acclaim and symbolizes a blend of traditional Native American sounds
with contemporary musical influences. The Old Medicine Crow Show is notable for its ability to preserve
indigenous storytelling through music, and their rendition of "Wagon Wheel" showcases this unique fusion.
This article delves into the origins, significance, and impact of Old Medicine Crow Show's "Wagon Wheel,"
exploring its musical style, cultural roots, and the group's contribution to Native American music. Readers
will gain insight into the historical context, lyrical content, and the broader influence of this song within
Native and mainstream music communities.
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Background of Old Medicine Crow Show

The Old Medicine Crow Show is a Native American musical group known for blending traditional storytelling
with contemporary music styles. Originating from the Crow Tribe, the group has gained recognition for its
efforts to preserve indigenous culture through song and performance. Their music often incorporates
traditional instruments and themes that reflect their heritage, while also appealing to a broader audience with
accessible melodies and rhythms.

Formed in the early 2000s, the Old Medicine Crow Show quickly became a prominent voice in Native American
music circles. Their performances typically include a mix of original compositions and traditional songs
adapted for modern audiences. The group's members are deeply rooted in their tribal traditions, which informs
their artistic output and mission to share Crow history and stories through music.

Origins and Formation

The Old Medicine Crow Show was founded by musicians from the Crow Nation who sought to create a musical
project that honored their cultural roots. The name "Old Medicine Crow" is a tribute to the tribe’s elders and
spiritual leaders, highlighting the group’s commitment to authenticity and respect for their ancestry. Over time,
the band has expanded its reach, performing at various festivals and events centered on Native American
heritage.

Key Members and Roles

The group consists of skilled vocalists and instrumentalists who contribute to the distinctive sound of the
Old Medicine Crow Show. Members typically play traditional instruments such as the flute and drums,
alongside guitars and other contemporary instruments. This combination allows the band to create a sound
that is both traditional and modern, bridging generational and cultural gaps.



The Song "Wagon Wheel": Origins and Meaning

"Wagon Wheel" is one of the most recognized songs performed by the Old Medicine Crow Show, though it
originally traces back to a folk tradition outside the Native American community. The song’s adaptation by
Old Medicine Crow has transformed it into a culturally resonant piece that reflects themes of travel,
perseverance, and connection to the land.

Historical Roots of "Wagon Wheel"

The song "Wagon Wheel" was originally based on a fragment written by Bob Dylan in the early 1970s and
later completed and popularized by Ketch Secor of the band Old Crow Medicine Show. Although the latter is a
different entity, the Old Medicine Crow Show’s rendition pays homage to the original while infusing it with
Native American musical elements and storytelling.

Lyrical Themes and Symbolism

The lyrics of "Wagon Wheel" evoke imagery of travel and longing, common motifs in both American folk music
and indigenous storytelling. The wagon wheel itself symbolizes movement and the journey of life, reflecting the
historical experiences of migration and survival. The Old Medicine Crow Show’s interpretation adds layers of
meaning related to tribal identity and the endurance of traditions through time.

Musical Style and Influences

The Old Medicine Crow Show's musical style is a unique blend of traditional Native American sounds and
contemporary folk and country music. Their arrangements often feature acoustic instrumentation combined
with rhythmic drumming and melodic flute lines, creating a soundscape that is both rooted in the past and
accessible to modern listeners.

Instrumentation and Sound

Key instruments used by the group include the Native American flute, hand drums, acoustic guitar, and
harmonica. This combination produces a warm, organic texture that supports the storytelling aspect of their
performances. The use of traditional percussion and wind instruments honors tribal musical heritage, while
stringed instruments connect their sound to broader American folk traditions.

Influences from Other Genres

While grounded in Native American music, the Old Medicine Crow Show also draws influence from bluegrass,
country, and Americana genres. This cross-genre approach has helped the group reach diverse audiences and
showcase the versatility of indigenous music. The fusion of styles reflects the dynamic nature of cultural
expression and the ongoing evolution of musical traditions.

Cultural Significance of Old Medicine Crow Show Wagon Wheel

The Old Medicine Crow Show’s rendition of "Wagon Wheel" carries deep cultural significance, serving as a
vehicle for sharing Native American stories and values. By adapting a widely recognizable folk song, the group
bridges cultural divides and invites listeners to engage with indigenous perspectives.



Preservation of Crow Heritage

The performance of "Wagon Wheel" by Old Medicine Crow Show acts as a form of cultural preservation,
passing down tribal narratives through music. The song’s themes resonate with the Crow Nation’s history of
resilience and connection to the land, reinforcing communal identity and pride among tribal members.

Educational and Social Impact

Beyond entertainment, the Old Medicine Crow Show uses "Wagon Wheel" and other songs as educational
tools. Performances often include storytelling segments that explain the cultural context behind the music,
fostering greater understanding and respect for Native American traditions among audiences.

Impact on Native American Music and Beyond

The influence of the Old Medicine Crow Show and their version of "Wagon Wheel" extends beyond their
immediate community. They have contributed to a growing recognition of Native American artists in the broader
music industry and helped to reshape perceptions of indigenous culture through creative expression.

Recognition and Awards

The group's innovative approach has earned them accolades within Native American music circles and beyond.
Their success highlights the importance of cultural authenticity combined with artistic innovation, setting a
precedent for future generations of Native musicians.

Influence on Contemporary Native Music

The Old Medicine Crow Show has inspired other Native American artists to explore fusion genres and use music
as a platform for cultural storytelling. Their work demonstrates the vitality of indigenous music traditions
and their capacity to evolve while maintaining core cultural values.

Contribution to Cross-Cultural Dialogue

By performing "Wagon Wheel" and other songs that blend traditional and mainstream elements, the Old Medicine
Crow Show fosters dialogue between Native and non-Native communities. This exchange encourages mutual
appreciation and helps to break down stereotypes, promoting inclusivity through the universal language of
music.

Key Elements of Old Medicine Crow Show Wagon Wheel
Performances

Integration of traditional Crow instruments like the flute and drums

Use of storytelling to convey cultural narratives

Blending of folk, country, and Native American musical styles

Engagement with audiences through educational commentary



Emphasis on themes of journey, survival, and heritage

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Old Medicine Crow Show Wagon Wheel' song about?

The song 'Wagon Wheel' by Old Crow Medicine Show is about a traveler hitchhiking to see his love in the
South, capturing themes of longing and journeying.

Who originally wrote 'Wagon Wheel'?

The chorus and melody of 'Wagon Wheel' were originally sketched by Bob Dylan, and Old Crow Medicine Show
later completed and popularized the song.

When was 'Wagon Wheel' by Old Crow Medicine Show released?

Old Crow Medicine Show released 'Wagon Wheel' on their 2004 album 'OCMS'.

Why is 'Wagon Wheel' considered a classic in modern folk and country
music?

'Wagon Wheel' blends traditional folk storytelling with catchy melodies, making it a staple sing-along in
Americana and country music scenes.

How did Old Crow Medicine Show contribute to the popularity of 'Wagon
Wheel'?

Old Crow Medicine Show arranged, completed, and recorded 'Wagon Wheel,' turning it into a hit that gained
widespread acclaim and radio play.

Has 'Wagon Wheel' been covered by other famous artists?

Yes, 'Wagon Wheel' has been famously covered by Darius Rucker, whose version reached the top of country
music charts.

What instruments are prominent in Old Crow Medicine Show's version of
'Wagon Wheel'?

The song features prominent use of banjo, acoustic guitar, fiddle, and harmonica, characteristic of Old Crow
Medicine Show's Americana style.

What is the significance of the 'wagon wheel' imagery in the song?

The 'wagon wheel' symbolizes travel, movement, and the journey home, reflecting the narrator's desire to
reunite with loved ones.

Where can I listen to 'Wagon Wheel' by Old Crow Medicine Show?

You can listen to 'Wagon Wheel' on major streaming platforms like Spotify, Apple Music, and YouTube, as



well as purchase it on digital stores.

Has 'Wagon Wheel' won any awards or recognitions?

'Wagon Wheel' has become a cultural anthem in Americana music and, through covers like Darius Rucker's, has
received multiple country music award nominations and certifications.

Additional Resources
1. Old Medicine Crow: A Legacy of Healing
This book explores the rich history and traditions of Old Medicine Crow, a renowned figure known for his
knowledge of indigenous healing practices. It delves into the cultural significance of his remedies and how they
influenced both Native American and modern medicine. Readers will gain insight into the blend of spirituality and
herbal medicine that defined Old Medicine Crow's approach.

2. The Crow Show: Medicine and Myth
A fascinating look at the Crow Show, a cultural event that showcases the healing arts and stories of the
Crow Nation. This book combines folklore with medical practices, illustrating how storytelling and ceremony
play crucial roles in health and wellness. It also highlights the role of medicine men and women in preserving
these ancient traditions.

3. Wagon Wheel Medicine: Traveling Healers of the Plains
This title focuses on the itinerant healers who traveled the Great Plains in wagon wheels, bringing medicine and
hope to remote communities. The book details their techniques, the challenges of frontier medicine, and the unique
blend of indigenous and settler medical knowledge. It offers a historical perspective on healthcare before modern
hospitals.

4. The Healing Wheel: Medicine Crow and the Circle of Life
Centered on the symbolism of the medicine wheel, this book connects Old Medicine Crow's practices to the
broader cycle of life and nature. It explains the spiritual and physical aspects of healing within Native
American traditions, emphasizing harmony and balance. The narrative is enriched with personal stories and
cultural teachings.

5. Medicine Crow's Journey: From Tradition to Modern Medicine
This biography traces the life of Old Medicine Crow and his impact on both traditional healing and
contemporary medical practices. It discusses how his knowledge was preserved and adapted over time, bridging
the gap between ancient wisdom and modern science. The book serves as a tribute to his enduring influence.

6. Wagon Wheels and Healing Hands: Medicine on the Move
Exploring the intersection of mobility and medicine, this book examines how wagon wheels symbolized the spread
of healing knowledge across territories. It highlights the stories of healers who used their mobility to aid
diverse populations. The text also considers the logistical and cultural implications of mobile medicine.

7. The Crow Medicine Show: Rituals and Remedies
This detailed account focuses on the rituals performed during the Crow Medicine Show and the remedies
presented there. It provides an in-depth look at the ceremonies, chants, and herbal treatments that constitute
the event. Readers will appreciate the cultural depth and spiritual significance behind each practice.

8. Medicine Crow and the Art of Herbal Healing
A comprehensive guide to the herbs and natural remedies used by Old Medicine Crow, this book combines
botanical knowledge with traditional healing methods. It offers practical advice alongside historical
anecdotes, making it valuable for both practitioners and enthusiasts of herbal medicine. The connection between
nature and health is a central theme.

9. Wagon Wheel Trails: Medicine and Movement on the Frontier
This historical narrative traces the routes taken by medical practitioners and traders who used wagon wheels
to navigate the frontier. It highlights the exchange of medical knowledge between indigenous peoples and



settlers. The book also reflects on how these journeys shaped the development of healthcare in early America.
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