
ole miss football coaches past

ole miss football coaches past have played a pivotal role in shaping the rich
history and tradition of the University of Mississippi’s football program.
Known for producing competitive teams in the Southeastern Conference (SEC),
Ole Miss has seen a variety of influential coaches whose strategies,
leadership, and recruiting prowess have left a lasting impact. This article
delves into the legacy of these coaches, exploring their tenures,
achievements, and contributions to Ole Miss football. From the early days
through the modern era, the evolution of the program is closely tied to the
guidance of these notable figures. Understanding the history of Ole Miss
football coaches past provides valuable insight into the program’s
development and the foundation for its future success. The following sections
will cover key coaches, their records, and the milestones reached under their
leadership.

Early Years and Foundational Coaches

Mid-20th Century Leadership

Johnny Vaught Era: The Golden Age

Post-Vaught Years and Transitional Periods

Modern Era and Recent Coaching Influences

Early Years and Foundational Coaches
The origins of Ole Miss football trace back to the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, when foundational coaches laid the groundwork for the program’s
identity. During this era, the coaching role was often part-time and less
formalized compared to modern standards, but these early leaders were
instrumental in establishing the team’s presence in collegiate football.

First Coaches and Program Beginnings
Ole Miss fielded its first football team in 1893, with coaches such as
Alexander Bondurant and C.D. Clark taking early leadership roles. These
pioneering coaches focused on introducing the sport to the university and
competing regionally. While records from this period are sparse, their
efforts set the stage for the program’s growth.



Early Challenges and Growth
In the early 1900s, Ole Miss football faced challenges typical of emerging
programs, including limited resources and inconsistent schedules. Coaches
during this time worked to build competitive teams amid these obstacles,
gradually improving the program’s reputation within the Southern
Intercollegiate Athletic Association and later the Southern Conference.

Mid-20th Century Leadership
The mid-20th century marked a period of increasing competitiveness and
recognition for Ole Miss football. Coaches in this era began to establish
more formalized systems and recruiting pipelines, leading to improved
performance on the field.

Ed Walker and Harry Mehre
Ed Walker, coaching in the 1920s, helped stabilize the program and achieve
moderate success. Harry Mehre, who coached from 1938 to 1946, brought
experience from his time at the University of Georgia and contributed to the
team’s development during World War II. Both coaches focused on building a
solid foundation for the post-war football era.

Johnny Vaught’s Arrival
Johnny Vaught was hired as head coach in 1947, a decision that would
profoundly impact Ole Miss football. His arrival signaled a new era of
success, elevating the program to national prominence through innovative
coaching techniques and strong leadership.

Johnny Vaught Era: The Golden Age
Johnny Vaught’s tenure from 1947 to 1970 is widely regarded as the golden age
of Ole Miss football. Under his guidance, the Rebels achieved unprecedented
success, including multiple conference championships and national
recognition.

Achievements and Legacy
Vaught led Ole Miss to six Southeastern Conference (SEC) championships and
three national championships recognized by various selectors. His teams were
known for disciplined play, strong defense, and a balanced offensive attack.
Vaught’s coaching style emphasized fundamentals and adaptability, making Ole
Miss a perennial contender.



Influence on Ole Miss Football Culture
Beyond wins and titles, Johnny Vaught established a winning culture and
tradition at Ole Miss that endures today. His recruiting efforts brought in
talented players who excelled both on the field and in their post-collegiate
careers. The stadium was named Vaught-Hemingway Stadium in his honor,
reflecting his lasting impact.

Post-Vaught Years and Transitional Periods
Following Johnny Vaught’s retirement, Ole Miss football experienced a series
of coaching changes and transitional phases. These periods were marked by
efforts to recapture past glory amid evolving college football dynamics.

Coaches of the 1970s and 1980s
After Vaught, coaches such as Billy Kinard, Johnny Vaught (returning
briefly), and Steve Sloan led Ole Miss through fluctuating success. The 1970s
and 1980s saw moments of promise but also challenges in maintaining
consistent winning records due to increased competition and program
instability.

Billy Brewer Era
Billy Brewer, head coach from 1983 to 1993, revitalized Ole Miss football by
returning the Rebels to bowl games and improving recruiting. Brewer’s tenure
included several winning seasons and helped restore fan enthusiasm. However,
NCAA sanctions during his time created obstacles for the program.

Modern Era and Recent Coaching Influences
The modern era of Ole Miss football has been characterized by efforts to
modernize the program, embrace new coaching philosophies, and compete at the
highest levels in the SEC.

Coaches from the 2000s to Present
Coaches such as David Cutcliffe, Houston Nutt, Hugh Freeze, and Matt Luke
have all contributed to the program in recent decades. Each brought distinct
styles and strategies, with varying degrees of success and challenges,
including NCAA compliance issues and program rebuilding phases.



Recent Developments and Future Prospects
Ole Miss’s recent coaching hires reflect a commitment to innovation and
competitiveness in the SEC. Recruiting remains a central focus, and efforts
to enhance the program’s national profile continue. The legacy of ole miss
football coaches past informs current strategies and ambitions.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of Ole Miss football?
The first head coach of Ole Miss football was M. S. Harvey, who coached the
team in 1893.

Which Ole Miss football coach has the most wins in
school history?
Johnny Vaught holds the record for the most wins as Ole Miss football coach,
with 190 victories from 1947 to 1970.

When did Johnny Vaught coach Ole Miss football?
Johnny Vaught coached Ole Miss football primarily from 1947 to 1970, with a



brief return in 1973.

Who was the Ole Miss head coach during their 1960s
national championship seasons?
Johnny Vaught was the head coach during Ole Miss's national championship
seasons in the early 1960s.

Which Ole Miss football coach was known for leading
the team to their first bowl victory?
Johnny Vaught led Ole Miss to their first bowl victory in the 1948 Delta
Bowl.

Who coached Ole Miss football before Lane Kiffin?
Hugh Freeze was the head coach of Ole Miss football before Lane Kiffin,
coaching from 2012 to 2016.

Which Ole Miss coach was inducted into the College
Football Hall of Fame?
Johnny Vaught was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame for his
outstanding coaching career at Ole Miss.

Who was the Ole Miss football coach during the
2000s?
Ed Orgeron coached Ole Miss football from 2005 to 2007, with other coaches
like David Cutcliffe leading before and after that period.

What impact did Billy Brewer have as Ole Miss
football coach?
Billy Brewer coached Ole Miss from 1983 to 1993 and revitalized the program,
leading the Rebels to multiple bowl games and SEC competitiveness.

Which Ole Miss coach had the shortest tenure in
recent decades?
Matt Luke had one of the shortest tenures in recent decades, serving as Ole
Miss head coach from 2017 to 2019.



Additional Resources
1. Rebels on the Gridiron: The Legacy of Ole Miss Football Coaches
This comprehensive book explores the storied history of Ole Miss football
through the lens of its most influential coaches. From the early days of
Johnny Vaught to more recent leaders, the book highlights how each coach
shaped the program’s identity. It includes detailed anecdotes, game
strategies, and personal stories that bring the legacy of Ole Miss football
to life.

2. Johnny Vaught: The Architect of Ole Miss Glory
A deep dive into the life and career of Johnny Vaught, Ole Miss’s most
legendary coach. This biography chronicles Vaught’s rise from player to
coaching icon, emphasizing his innovative tactics and leadership style.
Readers gain insight into how Vaught transformed Ole Miss into a powerhouse
during his tenure.

3. Rebel Yell: The Coaching Dynasties of Ole Miss Football
This book examines the coaching lineages and mentorships that have defined
Ole Miss football. It traces the connections between coaches across decades
and how their philosophies evolved. The narrative provides a unique
perspective on the continuity and change within the program.

4. From the Sidelines: Memoirs of Ole Miss Coaches
A collection of personal memoirs and interviews with former Ole Miss football
coaches, revealing the challenges and triumphs they experienced. The book
offers an intimate look at the pressures of coaching in the SEC and the bonds
formed with players. It is an essential read for fans interested in the human
side of the game.

5. Ole Miss Football: A Coaching History
This historical account focuses on the chronological progression of Ole Miss
football coaches, highlighting their achievements and setbacks. The author
provides context about the cultural and athletic environment surrounding each
coaching era. The book serves as a detailed reference for understanding the
program’s evolution.

6. The Rebel Coach: Billy Brewer and the Ole Miss Era
An in-depth profile of Billy Brewer, who led Ole Miss through significant
growth in the 1980s and 1990s. The book explores Brewer’s coaching
philosophy, recruiting successes, and the controversies that marked his
career. It offers a balanced view of his impact on the Rebels.

7. Ole Miss Football: Coaches Who Changed the Game
Highlighting coaches who introduced groundbreaking strategies and innovations
at Ole Miss, this book celebrates those who pushed the boundaries of college
football. It includes profiles of lesser-known coaches alongside legends,
emphasizing their contributions to the sport. The narrative illustrates how
Ole Miss became a testing ground for football creativity.

8. Rivals and Rebels: Ole Miss Coaches in the SEC War



This book focuses on the competitive rivalries Ole Miss coaches faced within
the Southeastern Conference. It details memorable games, coaching matchups,
and tactical battles that defined these intense rivalries. Readers gain a
vivid understanding of the pressures and passions that fueled Ole Miss
football.

9. Legacy of Leadership: Ole Miss Football Coaches Through the Decades
A thematic exploration of leadership styles exhibited by Ole Miss football
coaches from the program’s inception to the modern era. The book analyzes how
each coach’s approach to leadership affected team culture and performance. It
offers lessons on coaching, resilience, and team-building applicable beyond
the football field.
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