
past lsu women's basketball coaches
past lsu women's basketball coaches have played a pivotal role in shaping the legacy
and competitive stature of Louisiana State University's women's basketball program. Over
the decades, LSU women's basketball has seen a range of talented and dedicated head
coaches who have contributed to its growth, success, and national recognition. This article
offers an in-depth exploration of the history, achievements, and impact of past LSU
women's basketball coaches. It highlights their coaching tenures, leadership styles, and
significant milestones, shedding light on how each coach influenced the program's
development. Whether it is through NCAA tournament appearances or player
development, the contributions of these coaches remain vital to LSU's basketball heritage.
An understanding of past LSU women's basketball coaches provides insight into the
evolution of the program and its place within collegiate women's basketball. The article
will cover notable coaches, their records, and the lasting effects they have had on LSU
women’s basketball.
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Historical Overview of LSU Women's Basketball
Coaching
The history of past LSU women's basketball coaches reflects the broader evolution of
women's collegiate sports and the increasing prominence of women's basketball in the
NCAA. Since the program's inception, LSU has employed a variety of coaches who laid the
foundation and subsequently built upon it to elevate the team to national competitiveness.
Early coaches faced challenges related to limited resources and recognition but were
instrumental in establishing a competitive team. Over time, the coaching role at LSU
evolved to demand greater strategic expertise, recruiting acumen, and the ability to
cultivate talent capable of competing at the highest levels.

Understanding the timeline and progression of LSU women's basketball coaching provides
context for the program's achievements and challenges through the decades. Each
coaching era contributed uniquely to the program's identity and success.



Notable Past LSU Women's Basketball Coaches
LSU women's basketball has been guided by several influential coaches whose tenures
have left a lasting mark on the program’s history. Highlighting these key figures helps
illustrate the program's trajectory over the years.

Jinks Coleman (1975–1979)
Jinks Coleman was among the earliest coaches of LSU women's basketball, leading the
program during its formative years. Her leadership helped establish the team’s
competitiveness within the Southeastern Conference. Coleman focused on building a
strong foundation, emphasizing fundamentals and teamwork, which would serve future
coaches well.

Barbara Swanner (1979–1982)
Barbara Swanner took over from Coleman and continued to develop the program. Her
coaching tenure was characterized by efforts to enhance the team’s regional reputation.
Swanner worked to increase recruitment reach and improve the squad’s competitive
results in the SEC.

Judy Johnson (1982–1984)
Judy Johnson’s time at LSU was brief but important for bridging the gap between early
program development and the more competitive era that followed. Johnson’s coaching
style emphasized defensive intensity and athleticism, setting the stage for future success.

Carol Ross (1984–1997)
Carol Ross is widely recognized as one of the most successful past LSU women's
basketball coaches. During her 13-year tenure, she transformed LSU into a nationally
respected program. Ross led the Tigers to multiple NCAA tournament appearances and
SEC titles, securing her legacy as a cornerstone figure in LSU women’s basketball history.
Her coaching emphasized discipline, skill development, and a fast-paced style of play.

Pokey Chatman (1997–2007)
Pokey Chatman succeeded Ross and continued to elevate the program’s national profile.
Under her leadership, LSU made several deep NCAA tournament runs, including an
appearance in the Final Four. Chatman was known for her strategic coaching and strong
recruitment, bringing high-caliber players to Baton Rouge.



Bob Starkey (Interim Coach, 2007–2008)
Bob Starkey served as interim head coach following Chatman’s departure. Though his
time as head coach was limited, Starkey helped stabilize the team during a transitional
period and prepared the foundation for the next long-term coach.

Nikita Lowry Dawkins (2008–2010)
Nikita Lowry Dawkins led the team with a focus on rebuilding and player development.
Despite a challenging win-loss record, her tenure contributed to maintaining program
continuity and competitiveness in the SEC.
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Achievements and Milestones Under Former
Coaches
Past LSU women's basketball coaches have collectively achieved numerous milestones
that have raised the program’s stature nationally. These accomplishments demonstrate
the coaches’ abilities to develop winning teams and compete at high levels.

Key achievements include:

Multiple NCAA Tournament appearances and consistent postseason play.

Winning Southeastern Conference (SEC) regular season and tournament
championships.

Producing All-American players and future professional athletes.

Reaching the NCAA Final Four, notably under Pokey Chatman’s leadership.

Improving overall win-loss records and national rankings.



These milestones not only reflect the prowess of individual coaches but also the program’s
sustained growth and commitment to excellence.

Coaching Styles and Philosophies
Examining the coaching styles and philosophies of past LSU women's basketball coaches
reveals diversity in approaches that contributed to the program’s success. Each coach
brought unique strategies and leadership methods tailored to their teams’ strengths and
the evolving demands of college basketball.

Fundamental Development and Team Cohesion
Early coaches such as Jinks Coleman prioritized fundamentals and team cohesion,
recognizing the importance of solid basics in building a competitive unit. Their emphasis
on discipline and teamwork laid the groundwork for future tactical advancements.

Fast-Paced and Aggressive Play
Coaches like Carol Ross implemented a fast-paced, aggressive style of play, focusing on
quick transitions and high scoring. This approach capitalized on athleticism and stamina,
making LSU a formidable opponent in the SEC.

Strategic Defense and Recruitment
Pokey Chatman’s coaching style was marked by strategic defensive schemes and
meticulous recruitment. She focused on assembling talented rosters that could execute
complex game plans effectively, leading to deep NCAA tournament runs.

Player Development and Adaptability
Later coaches emphasized player development, adapting to changes in the game and
recruiting trends. Their philosophies often balanced skill enhancement with fostering
leadership and resilience among players.

Legacy and Influence on LSU Women’s Basketball
The legacy of past LSU women's basketball coaches is evident in the program’s continued
competitiveness and respected national reputation. Their combined efforts have
established LSU as a destination for top-tier talent and a consistent contender in women’s
college basketball.

The influence of these coaches extends beyond wins and losses. They have contributed to
the growth of women’s sports at LSU, promoted academic excellence among athletes, and



fostered community engagement. Their work laid the foundation for future coaching staff
to build upon.

Key aspects of their legacy include:

Elevating LSU women’s basketball to national prominence.1.

Developing professional-level talent and coaching successors.2.

Enhancing the visibility and support for women’s athletics at LSU.3.

Instilling a culture of excellence and integrity within the program.4.

Overall, past LSU women's basketball coaches have played an indispensable role in
shaping the identity and success of the program, creating a lasting impact that continues
to influence LSU women’s basketball today.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of the LSU women's
basketball team?
Jinks Coleman was the first head coach of the LSU women's basketball team, coaching
from 1975 to 1979.

Which LSU women's basketball coach led the team to its
first Final Four appearance?
Sue Gunter led LSU to its first Final Four appearance in 2004.

How long did Sue Gunter serve as LSU women's
basketball head coach?
Sue Gunter served as LSU women's basketball head coach from 1982 to 2004.

Who succeeded Sue Gunter as head coach of the LSU
women's basketball team?
Pokey Chatman succeeded Sue Gunter as head coach in 2004.

Which LSU women's basketball coach was known for
revitalizing the program in the early 2000s?
Pokey Chatman was known for revitalizing the LSU women's basketball program after
taking over in 2004.



Has any past LSU women's basketball coach won SEC
Coach of the Year?
Yes, Sue Gunter won the SEC Coach of the Year award multiple times during her tenure at
LSU.

Who was LSU women's basketball head coach before
Kim Mulkey took over in 2021?
Nikki Fargas was the head coach before Kim Mulkey, coaching from 2011 to 2021.

What impact did Nikki Fargas have on LSU women's
basketball during her coaching tenure?
Nikki Fargas led LSU to several NCAA tournament appearances and helped maintain the
program's competitiveness from 2011 to 2021.

Which past LSU women's basketball coach played a key
role in developing WNBA talent?
Sue Gunter was instrumental in developing players who went on to successful WNBA
careers.

How have past LSU women's basketball coaches
influenced the program's legacy?
Past LSU women's basketball coaches like Jinks Coleman, Sue Gunter, Pokey Chatman,
and Nikki Fargas have each contributed to building a strong, competitive program with
consistent NCAA tournament appearances and player development.

Additional Resources
1. Legacy of Leadership: The Story of Sue Gunter and LSU Women's Basketball
This book chronicles the life and career of Sue Gunter, one of LSU's most iconic women's
basketball coaches. It explores her journey from a passionate player to a legendary coach
who transformed the LSU women's basketball program. The author delves into her
coaching philosophy, challenges, and the impact she had on women's sports in the South.
Filled with interviews and personal anecdotes, it offers an inspiring look at her enduring
legacy.

2. Coaching with Heart: The Pat Summitt Influence on LSU Women's Basketball
While Pat Summitt is best known for her work at Tennessee, this book examines her
indirect influence on LSU's coaches and players through her innovative coaching style and
fierce competitiveness. It highlights how LSU's coaching staff adopted and adapted her
techniques to elevate the program. The narrative includes comparisons and reflections
from LSU coaches who admired Summitt’s dedication and leadership.



3. Trailblazer on the Court: Pokey Chatman's Journey at LSU
This biography focuses on Pokey Chatman's tenure as head coach of LSU women's
basketball, highlighting her achievements and challenges. The book covers her playing
days, coaching philosophy, and the revitalization of the LSU program under her guidance.
It also discusses her impact on players and her contributions to women's basketball
beyond LSU.

4. From Player to Coach: The Kim Mulkey Era at LSU Women's Basketball
Explore Kim Mulkey’s transformation from a talented LSU player to one of the program's
most successful head coaches. This book details her coaching strategies, recruitment
successes, and how she brought national attention to LSU women's basketball. It also
reflects on her leadership style and the legacy she left at LSU before moving on to other
coaching opportunities.

5. Building a Dynasty: The Early Years of LSU Women's Basketball Coaching
This historical account covers the foundational years of LSU women's basketball and the
pioneering coaches who laid the groundwork for future success. It profiles early figures
who coached the team, their challenges in a developing sport, and how they established a
competitive program. The book offers insight into the evolution of women's college
basketball in Louisiana.

6. Challenges and Triumphs: The Tenure of Bob Starkey at LSU Women's Basketball
Detailing Bob Starkey’s time as an assistant and interim head coach, this book highlights
his behind-the-scenes contributions and leadership during transitional periods. It explores
his coaching philosophy, player development approach, and the respect he earned from
athletes and staff alike. Personal stories and game analyses illustrate his role in
maintaining LSU's competitive edge.

7. Shaping Champions: The Coaching Legacy of Van Chancellor at LSU
Though more famously associated with the Houston Comets, Van Chancellor’s stint with
LSU women's basketball is examined in this insightful biography. The book discusses his
coaching techniques, mentorship of players, and influence on the program's culture. It
also situates his LSU experience within his broader career and impact on women's
basketball.

8. On the Sidelines: The Women Who Coached LSU Basketball Before the Spotlight
This collective biography shines a light on the lesser-known early women coaches of LSU
basketball, recognizing their contributions and struggles. It includes narratives of their
careers, coaching styles, and how they paved the way for future stars. The book
emphasizes the importance of their roles in breaking barriers in collegiate sports.

9. Resilience and Redemption: The Story of Nikki Fargas at LSU Women's Basketball
Focused on Nikki Fargas’s coaching period at LSU, this book tells a story of resilience,
leadership, and building a competitive team in a challenging SEC environment. It covers
her recruitment successes, coaching milestones, and the personal and professional
obstacles she overcame. The narrative also highlights her influence on players' lives both
on and off the court.
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