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pennsylvania professional engineer continuing education requirements are essential for
licensed engineers to maintain their professional competence and adhere to the state’s regulatory
standards. These requirements ensure that engineers stay current with evolving technologies,
industry best practices, and ethical standards. Pennsylvania mandates specific continuing education
units (CEUs) or professional development hours (PDHs) for professional engineers to renew their
licenses periodically. Understanding these regulations is crucial for engineers to avoid penalties and
maintain good standing with the Pennsylvania State Board of Professional Engineers, Land
Surveyors, and Geologists. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the continuing
education requirements, including the number of hours needed, acceptable courses, reporting
procedures, and exemptions. The information presented here will help professional engineers
navigate the renewal process efficiently and remain compliant with state laws.
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Overview of Pennsylvania Professional Engineer
Continuing Education Requirements
The Pennsylvania State Board of Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists
administers the continuing education requirements for professional engineers licensed in the state.
These regulations aim to promote ongoing professional development and ensure that engineers
maintain the knowledge necessary to perform their duties competently. The continuing education
requirements are part of the license renewal process, which occurs every three years. Engineers are
required to complete a minimum number of professional development hours during each renewal
cycle to demonstrate their commitment to lifelong learning and professional growth.

Purpose and Importance
Continuing education requirements serve multiple purposes: they help engineers stay updated on
advances in engineering practices, reinforce ethical responsibilities, and improve public safety. By



fulfilling these requirements, licensed engineers enhance their skills and knowledge, which benefits
both their employers and the communities they serve. The Pennsylvania Board’s continuing
education mandate reflects a nationwide trend toward ensuring that licensed professionals engage
in regular, structured learning activities.

Continuing Education Hour Requirements and Renewal
Cycle
Professional engineers in Pennsylvania must complete a specified number of continuing education
hours within each license renewal period. The renewal cycle is triennial, meaning licensees must
renew their licenses every three years by fulfilling the continuing education obligations and
submitting renewal applications.

Required Number of Hours
For each three-year renewal period, professional engineers are required to complete at least 24
professional development hours (PDHs). These hours must be earned through approved courses or
activities related to engineering practice. At least 12 of the 24 PDHs must be in technical or
engineering-related topics directly applicable to the engineer’s area of expertise.

Renewal Deadlines
License renewal applications, including proof of continuing education, must be submitted to the
Pennsylvania State Board by the license expiration date. Failure to renew on time can result in
license suspension or revocation. It is advisable for engineers to track their continuing education
progress throughout the renewal period to avoid last-minute complications.

Approved Courses and Activities
Not all educational activities qualify for continuing education credit. The Pennsylvania State Board
specifies the types of courses and activities that are acceptable for fulfilling the continuing education
requirements. These approved options ensure that licensees engage in meaningful learning
experiences relevant to their professional practice.

Types of Acceptable Continuing Education
Continuing education activities may include:

Formal courses offered by accredited institutions or professional organizations

Workshops and seminars focused on engineering topics

Technical presentations and conferences



Self-study programs with verifiable assessments

Teaching engineering courses or publishing technical papers (with prior approval)

Restrictions and Limitations
PDHs cannot be earned through unrelated subjects or general business training unless the content
relates directly to engineering practice. Additionally, licensees must ensure that the courses are
documented with verifiable attendance or completion certificates. The Pennsylvania Board regularly
updates its list of approved providers and courses, encouraging engineers to verify course eligibility
before enrollment.

Documentation and Record-Keeping
Maintaining thorough records of completed continuing education activities is a critical aspect of
compliance with Pennsylvania professional engineer continuing education requirements. Licensees
are responsible for retaining documentation to support their PDH claims during the renewal process
or in case of an audit.

Required Documentation
The following documents are typically required as proof of continuing education:

Course completion certificates or letters from course providers

Official transcripts from accredited institutions (if applicable)

Documentation of attendance at seminars or conferences, including agendas and sign-in
sheets

Records of published papers or teaching assignments (with prior approval from the Board)

Retention Period
Engineers should keep continuing education records for at least four years beyond the license
renewal date. This retention period allows the Board to verify compliance and conduct audits if
necessary. Failure to provide adequate documentation upon request may result in disciplinary action
or license suspension.



Exemptions and Special Circumstances
The Pennsylvania State Board recognizes that certain situations may warrant exemption from
continuing education requirements or modifications to the renewal process. These exemptions help
accommodate engineers facing unique personal or professional circumstances.

Common Exemptions
Exemptions may be granted for reasons such as:

Active military service during the renewal period

Serious illness or disability preventing completion of continuing education

Retirement from active engineering practice

Other hardship cases as determined by the Board

Application for Exemption
Engineers seeking an exemption must submit a written request to the Pennsylvania Board, providing
appropriate documentation to support their claim. Approval is not automatic and is granted at the
Board’s discretion. It is important to submit exemption requests well in advance of the license
expiration date to allow adequate processing time.

Compliance and Penalties
Adherence to the Pennsylvania professional engineer continuing education requirements is
mandatory for license renewal and continued legal practice within the state. Noncompliance may
lead to serious consequences affecting an engineer’s professional status.

Consequences of Noncompliance
Failure to complete the required PDHs or submit proper documentation can result in:

Denial of license renewal

License suspension or revocation

Monetary fines or penalties

Administrative actions or formal disciplinary procedures



Maintaining Compliance
To ensure compliance, engineers should:

Plan continuing education activities early in the renewal cycle1.

Choose courses approved by the Pennsylvania State Board2.

Keep meticulous records of all completed PDHs3.

Submit renewal applications and documentation promptly4.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the continuing education requirements for
professional engineers in Pennsylvania?
Professional engineers in Pennsylvania are required to complete 24 professional development hours
(PDHs) of continuing education every two years to maintain their license.

How often must Pennsylvania professional engineers renew
their licenses?
Pennsylvania professional engineers must renew their licenses every two years.

Are there specific subjects required in the continuing
education for Pennsylvania PEs?
While Pennsylvania requires 24 PDHs every two years, there are no specific subject mandates, but
the courses must be related to the practice of engineering.

Can Pennsylvania professional engineers take online courses
for continuing education credits?
Yes, Pennsylvania allows professional engineers to earn continuing education credits through
approved online courses, seminars, and workshops.

Is there a limit to the number of PDHs that can be earned
through self-study in Pennsylvania?
Pennsylvania allows a portion of the 24 PDHs to be earned through self-study, but typically no more
than 12 PDHs can be earned this way per renewal cycle.



What documentation must Pennsylvania PEs maintain for
their continuing education?
Professional engineers in Pennsylvania must keep records of their completed PDHs, including
certificates of completion, course outlines, and attendance records, for at least four years.

Are continuing education requirements waived for newly
licensed professional engineers in Pennsylvania?
Newly licensed professional engineers in Pennsylvania may have the continuing education
requirements prorated or waived for the first renewal period, depending on the time since initial
licensure.

Who enforces the continuing education requirements for
professional engineers in Pennsylvania?
The Pennsylvania State Registration Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and
Geologists enforces continuing education requirements and license renewals.

What happens if a Pennsylvania professional engineer fails to
meet continuing education requirements?
Failure to meet continuing education requirements can result in license suspension or renewal
denial until the required PDHs are completed and documented.

Additional Resources
1. Pennsylvania Professional Engineer Continuing Education Handbook
This comprehensive guide covers the specific continuing education requirements for professional
engineers licensed in Pennsylvania. It details the mandatory credits, approved course types, and
submission procedures. Engineers will find practical tips on maintaining compliance and avoiding
license suspension.

2. Continuing Professional Development for Engineers in Pennsylvania
Focusing on continuing professional development (CPD), this book explores various educational
opportunities and resources available to Pennsylvania engineers. It includes case studies, best
practices, and strategies to effectively plan and document CPD activities. The book is ideal for
engineers seeking to enhance their skills and meet state mandates.

3. PA PE License Renewal: A Practical Guide
This title provides step-by-step instructions for Pennsylvania professional engineers to renew their
licenses. It highlights the continuing education requirements, deadlines, and reporting processes.
The guide also addresses common pitfalls and offers solutions to ensure timely renewal.

4. Ethics and Continuing Education for Pennsylvania Engineers
This book examines the ethical obligations of professional engineers in Pennsylvania alongside their
continuing education duties. It integrates ethical case studies with discussions on how ongoing



learning supports professional integrity. Ideal for engineers interested in the intersection of ethics
and education.

5. Mastering Pennsylvania PE Continuing Education Compliance
Designed as a practical manual, this book helps engineers navigate the regulatory landscape of
continuing education in Pennsylvania. It clarifies the rules, credit categories, and approved
providers. Readers will gain confidence in managing their education records and fulfilling state
requirements.

6. Continuing Education Courses for Pennsylvania Professional Engineers
A curated directory of approved continuing education courses tailored for Pennsylvania PEs, this
book offers descriptions, providers, and tips for selecting relevant classes. It serves as a valuable
resource for engineers seeking to efficiently fulfill their credit hours while expanding their
professional knowledge.

7. The Pennsylvania Engineer’s Guide to Lifelong Learning
This book emphasizes the importance of lifelong learning for engineers in Pennsylvania, linking
continuing education to career advancement and professional excellence. It provides motivational
insights, learning techniques, and suggestions for integrating education into a busy professional life.

8. Regulatory Updates and Continuing Education for PA Engineers
Keeping pace with changes in laws and regulations, this book updates Pennsylvania engineers on
recent amendments affecting continuing education requirements. It includes summaries of
legislative changes, compliance tips, and future trends to watch. Essential reading for engineers
committed to staying informed.

9. Professional Development Strategies for Pennsylvania Engineers
This resource offers strategic advice on planning and executing professional development activities
within Pennsylvania’s continuing education framework. It covers goal setting, time management,
and leveraging educational opportunities to maximize professional growth and fulfill licensing
requirements.
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