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portland trail blazers playoffs history traces the journey of one of the
NBA's most resilient and storied franchises. Since their establishment in
1970, the Trail Blazers have enjoyed numerous playoff appearances, memorable
runs, and historic moments that have defined their legacy. This article
delves into the detailed postseason performances of Portland, highlighting
key eras, standout players, and defining series that shaped their playoff
narrative. The discussion covers their early success in the 1970s, the glory
years of the late 1980s and early 1990s, the challenges faced in the 2000s,
and the resurgence in recent years. By examining the evolution of the team's
playoff campaigns, this article provides comprehensive insight into the
portland trail blazers playoffs history. The following sections will guide
the reader through the chronological playoff journey of the franchise,
emphasizing crucial milestones and achievements.

Early Playoff Success: 1970s Foundation and Championship

1980s and 1990s: Consistency and Near Championships

2000s: Challenges and Rebuilding Phases

Recent Playoff Appearances and Future Outlook

Early Playoff Success: 1970s Foundation and
Championship
The portland trail blazers playoffs history began with a remarkable rise in
the 1970s. Established as an expansion team in 1970, Portland quickly built a
competitive roster that made an impact in the postseason. Their most
significant achievement came in the 1976-77 NBA season when the Trail Blazers
captured their first and only NBA Championship to date.

Inaugural Playoff Appearances
During their first few seasons, the Trail Blazers gradually improved,
culminating in their first playoff berth in the 1976 season. Although the
early playoff runs were brief, they set the foundation for future success and
established the team as a rising force in the Western Conference.



1977 NBA Championship Run
The 1976-77 season marked the pinnacle of the portland trail blazers playoffs
history. Led by head coach Jack Ramsay and star players such as Bill Walton,
Maurice Lucas, and Lionel Hollins, Portland advanced through the Western
Conference, ultimately facing the Philadelphia 76ers in the NBA Finals. The
Blazers won the series 4-2, capturing their first championship. Walton's
dominant performance earned him the NBA Finals MVP award, and the team's
cohesive play was widely celebrated.

Bill Walton: Finals MVP and key playoff contributor

Maurice Lucas: Defensive anchor and emotional leader

Jack Ramsay: Strategic coaching guiding the team to victory

Overcoming the favored Philadelphia 76ers in six games

1980s and 1990s: Consistency and Near
Championships
The 1980s and 1990s were decades of consistent playoff appearances for the
Trail Blazers. The franchise became a perennial postseason contender, known
for their tough defense and strong leadership under players like Clyde
Drexler. Although they did not secure another NBA title, Portland reached the
NBA Finals again and made deep playoff runs that solidified their reputation.

Rise of Clyde Drexler and Playoff Dominance
Clyde Drexler, one of the greatest players in franchise history, became the
face of the Trail Blazers during this era. His athleticism, scoring ability,
and leadership helped Portland reach the playoffs every year from 1983
through 1995. Drexler’s presence was instrumental in driving the team deep
into the postseason multiple times.

1990 NBA Finals Appearance
The highlight of this period was the 1990 NBA Finals when the Trail Blazers
faced the Detroit Pistons. Portland won the Western Conference Finals by
defeating the Phoenix Suns but ultimately fell to the Pistons in a six-game
NBA Finals series. The "Bad Boys" Detroit team was a dominant force, but
Portland's performance in reaching the Finals marked a significant
achievement in their playoff history.



Playoff Highlights of the 1990s
Throughout the 1990s, Portland remained a strong playoff contender. They
frequently advanced to the Western Conference Semifinals and Conference
Finals, facing formidable opponents such as the Houston Rockets and Utah
Jazz. Despite their perseverance, the franchise was unable to capture a
second championship during this period.

Eight consecutive playoff appearances from 1983 to 1990

1990 NBA Finals appearance against Detroit Pistons

Consistent presence in Western Conference Semifinals and Finals

Contributions from players such as Terry Porter, Jerome Kersey, and
Kevin Duckworth

2000s: Challenges and Rebuilding Phases
The 2000s presented difficulties for the Trail Blazers in their playoff
pursuits. The team experienced periods of rebuilding, roster changes, and
coaching transitions that affected their postseason consistency. However, the
franchise managed to intermittently return to the playoffs and develop young
talent that would shape future success.

Early 2000s Playoff Appearances
During the early 2000s, Portland qualified for the playoffs multiple times,
often advancing beyond the first round. Notable players such as Rasheed
Wallace, Damon Stoudamire, and Bonzi Wells contributed to competitive
postseason efforts. The 2000 and 2001 playoff runs included thrilling series,
but the team was unable to advance to the NBA Finals.

Mid-2000s Struggles
Following some playoff appearances, the Trail Blazers experienced a downturn
in performance mid-decade, missing the postseason several times. Injuries,
trades, and front office changes led to inconsistent results. The franchise
focused on rebuilding through the draft and acquiring young prospects to
regain competitiveness.



Late 2000s Resurgence
By the late 2000s, Portland began to reestablish itself as a playoff
contender. The emergence of players like Brandon Roy and LaMarcus Aldridge
fueled renewed postseason hopes. The team returned to the playoffs and
demonstrated resilience, although deep playoff success remained elusive.

Playoff appearances in 2000, 2001, and 2002

Rebuilding years with draft focus and developing talent

Emergence of Brandon Roy as a star player

Return to playoffs in 2009 and 2010

Recent Playoff Appearances and Future Outlook
In the 2010s and early 2020s, the portland trail blazers playoffs history
continued with a mix of success and challenges. With Damian Lillard emerging
as a franchise cornerstone, the Trail Blazers have maintained a steady
playoff presence. The team's recent postseason performances highlight both
thrilling victories and tough eliminations, reflecting the competitive nature
of the modern NBA.

Damian Lillard Era
Drafted in 2012, Damian Lillard quickly became the face of the franchise and
one of the NBA’s most clutch performers. His leadership and scoring prowess
have been critical in leading Portland to multiple playoff appearances, often
overcoming tough opponents in the first round. Lillard’s memorable buzzer-
beaters and high-scoring efforts have become defining moments in recent
playoff history.

Recent Playoff Highlights
From 2014 onward, the Trail Blazers qualified for the playoffs in most
seasons, with notable achievements including:

Advancing to the Western Conference Finals in 2019, their deepest run in
nearly three decades

Multiple first-round series victories against teams like the Oklahoma
City Thunder and Denver Nuggets



Competitive battles against elite teams such as the Golden State
Warriors and Los Angeles Lakers

Future Prospects
Looking ahead, the Trail Blazers aim to build around Damian Lillard’s prime
years and complement his talents with emerging players and strategic
acquisitions. The franchise’s goal remains to capture a second NBA
championship and further enrich the portland trail blazers playoffs history
with new milestones and successes.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many times have the Portland Trail Blazers made
the NBA playoffs?
As of 2024, the Portland Trail Blazers have made the NBA playoffs 38 times
since their inception in 1970.

When did the Portland Trail Blazers win their only
NBA Championship?
The Portland Trail Blazers won their only NBA Championship in 1977.

Who was the Finals MVP when the Trail Blazers won
the NBA Championship in 1977?
Bill Walton was named the Finals MVP when the Trail Blazers won the NBA
Championship in 1977.

What is the deepest playoff run the Portland Trail
Blazers have had besides their 1977 championship?
Besides their 1977 championship, the Trail Blazers reached the NBA Finals in
1990 and 1992 but lost both times.

How many times have the Portland Trail Blazers
reached the NBA Finals?
The Portland Trail Blazers have reached the NBA Finals three times: in 1977,
1990, and 1992.



Which player has had the most playoff appearances
with the Portland Trail Blazers?
Clyde Drexler holds the record for most playoff appearances with the Portland
Trail Blazers.

What was the Trail Blazers' playoff performance in
the 2020s so far?
In the early 2020s, the Trail Blazers have consistently made the playoffs but
have generally been eliminated in the first or second rounds.

Have the Portland Trail Blazers ever won a playoff
series against the Los Angeles Lakers?
Yes, the Portland Trail Blazers have defeated the Los Angeles Lakers in
multiple playoff series, including the 1992 Western Conference Finals.

What is notable about the Trail Blazers' playoff
streak?
The Trail Blazers had a notable streak of 21 consecutive playoff appearances
from 1983 to 2003, one of the longest in NBA history.

Additional Resources
1. Rip City Rising: The Portland Trail Blazers' Playoff Journey
This book chronicles the thrilling playoff history of the Portland Trail
Blazers, from their early appearances in the 1970s to their more recent
battles in the NBA postseason. It highlights iconic moments and key players
who defined the franchise's playoff runs. Readers get an inside look at the
challenges and triumphs that shaped Rip City's legacy.

2. Blazing Trails: The Story of Portland's Playoff Pursuits
"Blazing Trails" dives deep into the strategies, games, and pivotal moments
that have marked the Trail Blazers’ playoff history. Featuring interviews
with former players and coaches, the book captures the emotional highs and
lows experienced by the team and its fans. It serves as both a historical
record and a celebration of Portland’s basketball culture.

3. Playoff Heartbreaks and Heroes: The Blazers' Quest for Glory
This book explores the dramatic playoff battles that have tested the
resilience of the Portland Trail Blazers. From close series losses to
unforgettable victories, it narrates the stories of heroes and underdogs
alike. The narrative also examines how the team’s playoff performances have
impacted its identity and fanbase over the decades.



4. Portland Trail Blazers: A Playoff Legacy Forged in Fire
A comprehensive look at the playoff legacy forged by the Trail Blazers, this
book delves into key seasons that defined Portland’s place in NBA history. It
discusses the tactical evolutions, standout performances, and defining
moments that have characterized the team’s postseason runs. The book also
highlights the cultural significance of the Blazers’ playoff success in the
Pacific Northwest.

5. Rip City Warriors: Legendary Playoff Battles of the Trail Blazers
Focusing on the most legendary playoff series in Trail Blazers history, this
book recounts epic clashes against some of the NBA’s toughest opponents. It
highlights memorable games, clutch performances, and the fierce determination
of Rip City warriors. Through detailed game analysis, readers relive the
intensity and excitement of Portland’s playoff battles.

6. The Blazers' Playoff Odyssey: From Championship to Comebacks
This title traces the Trail Blazers’ playoff odyssey, from their 1977
championship victory to their resilience in overcoming playoff adversity in
later years. It offers a balanced look at triumphs and setbacks, providing
insights into team dynamics and leadership. The book also reflects on the
emotional rollercoaster experienced by players and fans alike during
postseason runs.

7. Chasing Rings: The Portland Trail Blazers in the Playoffs
"Chasing Rings" examines the Trail Blazers’ ongoing quest for NBA
championships through the lens of their playoff appearances. The book covers
the evolution of the team’s roster, playing style, and playoff strategies
over multiple decades. It also features personal stories from key players who
have contributed to Portland’s pursuit of glory.

8. Portland’s Playoff Pulse: The Heartbeat of Rip City Basketball
This book captures the spirit and energy of Portland’s playoff moments that
have kept the city’s basketball passion alive. It delves into the fan
experience, iconic game atmospheres, and the community’s unwavering support
for the Blazers. Through a blend of narrative and photography, it celebrates
the unique connection between the team and its fans during the postseason.

9. Against All Odds: The Trail Blazers' Playoff Triumphs and Trials
Highlighting the resilience and grit of the Portland Trail Blazers, this book
tells stories of overcoming odds in intense playoff environments. It
showcases moments where determination and teamwork led to surprising
victories and hard-fought battles. The narrative provides a candid look at
both the successes and struggles that have defined the Blazers’ playoff
history.
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