reading fairgrounds racing historical society

reading fairgrounds racing historical society is an organization dedicated to preserving and
celebrating the rich history of fairgrounds racing, particularly focusing on the events and legacy
associated with the Reading Fairgrounds Speedway. This article explores the origins, significance,
and ongoing efforts of the Reading Fairgrounds Racing Historical Society in maintaining the
heritage of this iconic racing venue. From its establishment to the impact on local communities and
motorsport enthusiasts, the society plays a pivotal role in documenting and sharing the stories
behind the thrilling races once held at the fairgrounds. The article also delves into the types of
racing featured, notable drivers, and the historical artifacts preserved by the society. Furthermore,
it highlights the society’s initiatives, events, and resources available to those interested in the
history of fairgrounds racing. The following sections provide an in-depth overview of the Reading
Fairgrounds Racing Historical Society and its mission.
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History of Reading Fairgrounds Speedway

The Reading Fairgrounds Speedway was a renowned half-mile dirt track located in Reading,
Pennsylvania, serving as a central hub for fairgrounds racing from its opening in 1938 until its
closure in 1979. Throughout its operational years, the speedway hosted numerous thrilling races
featuring various types of stock cars, sprint cars, and modifieds. It gained a reputation for fast-
paced, competitive racing that attracted both local fans and top-tier drivers from across the region.
The track’s unique dirt surface challenged drivers’ skills and contributed to the development of
fairgrounds racing as a distinctive motorsport discipline. Over the decades, the speedway became an
integral part of the community, fostering a passionate fan base and cultivating a rich racing culture.

Origins and Development

The speedway was established on the grounds of the Berks County Fairgrounds to accommodate
growing interest in auto racing during the 1930s. Initially, the track hosted local events that
gradually expanded in scope and prestige. Innovations in car design and racing techniques evolved
alongside the speedway’s growth, making it a proving ground for emerging talent and technological
advancements in motorsport. The fairgrounds’ accessibility and community-oriented atmosphere



contributed to its popularity and longevity.

Closure and Legacy

Despite its success, the Reading Fairgrounds Speedway closed in 1979 due to urban development
pressures and changing economic conditions. However, its legacy endures through the memories of
fans, the accomplishments of drivers, and the preservation work undertaken by dedicated
enthusiasts. The site remains symbolic of an important era in American racing history.

Mission and Objectives of the Historical Society

The Reading Fairgrounds Racing Historical Society was founded to safeguard the heritage of the
speedway and promote awareness of fairgrounds racing’s historical significance. Its mission
encompasses collecting, preserving, and sharing information related to the speedway’s operation,
the people involved, and the broader cultural impact of the sport. By fostering education and
community involvement, the society aims to keep the spirit of Reading Fairgrounds racing alive for
future generations.

Core Goals

The society focuses on several key objectives, including:

e Documenting the history of the Reading Fairgrounds Speedway through archives and oral
histories

e Preserving artifacts such as race programs, photographs, trophies, and memorabilia
e Facilitating research and publications about the sport and its participants
e Organizing events and exhibits to engage fans and historians alike

e Supporting educational initiatives that highlight the cultural and technological aspects of
fairgrounds racing

Preservation Efforts and Collections

One of the primary activities of the Reading Fairgrounds Racing Historical Society is the collection
and preservation of physical and digital materials related to the speedway. These efforts ensure that
valuable historical records and artifacts remain accessible and protected from deterioration. The
society maintains an extensive archive that includes race results, driver profiles, media coverage,
and personal memorabilia donated by former racers and fans.



Archive Highlights

The archives feature a variety of items that document the evolution of fairgrounds racing, including:

e Original race programs and flyers from the 1930s through the 1970s
e Photographs capturing on-track action, pit crews, and fan events

e Trophies and awards won by notable drivers

e Personal correspondence and interviews with racers and officials

e Technical documents related to car specifications and track maintenance

Restoration and Exhibition

The society also undertakes restoration projects for vintage racing vehicles and equipment,
collaborating with experts to preserve these mechanical artifacts. Public exhibitions and displays are
organized to showcase the rich history of the Reading Fairgrounds Speedway, often held at
motorsport museums and community centers.

Notable Drivers and Races

The Reading Fairgrounds Speedway was home to many legendary drivers whose careers were
shaped by the challenges of dirt track racing. The Historical Society highlights the achievements of
these drivers and the memorable races that contributed to the track’s storied reputation. This focus
sheds light on the competitive spirit and technical skill that defined fairgrounds racing.

Prominent Drivers

Some of the most notable figures associated with the speedway include:

¢ Richie Evans, a multiple-time NASCAR Modified champion known for his dominance in the
region

e Bob Wearing Sr., a pioneer in local dirt track racing
¢ Geoff Bodine, who later advanced to national racing circuits

e Various regional stars who made their mark on the Reading Fairgrounds circuit throughout
the decades



Memorable Races and Moments

The society documents historic races that showcased intense rivalries, dramatic finishes, and
technical innovations. These events are preserved through detailed race reports, video footage, and
firsthand accounts, providing valuable insights into the competitive dynamics of fairgrounds racing.

Events and Community Engagement

The Reading Fairgrounds Racing Historical Society actively engages with the community through a
variety of events designed to celebrate and educate about the sport’s heritage. These gatherings
provide opportunities for fans, historians, and former participants to connect and share their passion
for fairgrounds racing.

Annual Gatherings and Reunions

The society organizes annual reunions that bring together drivers, crew members, and enthusiasts
to commemorate the speedway’s history. These events often feature guest speakers, memorabilia
displays, and opportunities to exchange stories and experiences.

Educational Programs

In collaboration with local schools and museums, the society offers educational programs that
explore the cultural, technological, and social aspects of fairgrounds racing. Workshops, lectures,
and exhibits aim to inspire new generations of motorsport fans and historians.

Resources and Membership

The Reading Fairgrounds Racing Historical Society provides a range of resources for those
interested in exploring the history of the speedway and fairgrounds racing more broadly. The society
encourages community involvement through membership and volunteer opportunities.

Access to Archives and Research

Members and researchers can access the society’s archives for study and reference. The society
supports scholarly research by providing curated collections and facilitating connections with
experts in motorsport history.

Membership Benefits

Benefits of joining the society include:

e Subscription to newsletters featuring historical articles and updates



« Invitations to exclusive events and exhibitions
e Opportunities to contribute to preservation projects and oral history initiatives

e Networking with fellow enthusiasts and professionals in the field

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Reading Fairgrounds Racing Historical Society?

The Reading Fairgrounds Racing Historical Society is an organization dedicated to preserving and
promoting the history of the Reading Fairgrounds Speedway, a historic racetrack located in
Reading, Pennsylvania.

When was the Reading Fairgrounds Speedway operational?

The Reading Fairgrounds Speedway operated primarily from 1924 until its closure in 1979, hosting
numerous stock car and sprint car races during that time.

What types of racing events were held at Reading Fairgrounds
Speedway?

The Speedway hosted various racing events including stock car racing, sprint car racing, and
modifieds, attracting drivers and fans from across the region.

How does the Reading Fairgrounds Racing Historical Society
preserve the track’s history?

The Society preserves history through collecting memorabilia, photographs, race programs, and
conducting interviews with former drivers and fans, as well as organizing events and exhibits.

Are there any annual events or reunions hosted by the
Reading Fairgrounds Racing Historical Society?

Yes, the Society often hosts annual reunions and car shows that bring together former racers, fans,
and historians to celebrate the legacy of the Reading Fairgrounds Speedway.

How can someone become a member of the Reading
Fairgrounds Racing Historical Society?

Interested individuals can become members by visiting the Society’s official website or contacting
them directly to join, usually involving a membership fee and access to newsletters and events.



Where can I find archives or historical materials related to
Reading Fairgrounds Speedway?

Archives and historical materials can be found through the Reading Fairgrounds Racing Historical
Society’s collections, local libraries, museums in Reading, PA, and online forums dedicated to
motorsport history.

Additional Resources

1. Speed and Spectacle: The History of Fairgrounds Racing

This comprehensive book explores the origins and development of fairgrounds racing in America. It
delves into the early days of horse and automobile racing on county fairgrounds, highlighting key
events and influential figures. Richly illustrated with vintage photographs, the book captures the
excitement and community spirit surrounding these historic races.

2. Legends of the Fairgrounds: Stories from Racing’s Golden Era

Focusing on the personal stories of drivers, horses, and fans, this book brings to life the golden era
of fairgrounds racing. It features interviews and anecdotes that portray the passion and challenges
faced by competitors. Readers will gain insight into how fairground tracks became breeding grounds
for racing legends.

3. Fairgrounds Racing Historical Society: A Chronicle of Tradition and Speed

Published by the Fairgrounds Racing Historical Society, this volume compiles archival materials,
race results, and historical essays. It serves as an essential reference for enthusiasts and historians
interested in preserving the legacy of fairgrounds racing. The book emphasizes the society’s role in
maintaining and celebrating this unique motorsport heritage.

4. The Mechanics of Fairgrounds Racing: Technology and Innovation on the Track

This book examines the technological advancements that shaped fairgrounds racing over the
decades. From early horse-drawn sulkies to modern dirt track racecars, it details the evolution of
equipment and track design. Technical diagrams and expert commentary provide a deeper
understanding of the sport’s mechanical side.

5. Fairgrounds Racing Across America: Regional Traditions and Rivalries

Highlighting the diversity of fairgrounds racing throughout different states, this book explores
regional styles, famous tracks, and local rivalries. It includes maps, driver profiles, and historical
timelines that showcase how fairground racing adapted to various communities. The narrative
celebrates the sport’s widespread cultural impact.

6. Women in Fairgrounds Racing: Breaking Barriers on the Dirt Track

This inspiring book shines a spotlight on the pioneering women who made significant contributions
to fairgrounds racing. From early female jockeys to modern-day drivers and officials, it chronicles
their struggles and successes. The book encourages recognition of gender diversity in a traditionally
male-dominated sport.

7. Fairground Tracks: Architecture and Atmosphere of Racing Venues

Focusing on the physical spaces of fairgrounds racing, this book documents the design and
construction of iconic race tracks. It discusses how architecture affects both competition and
spectator experience. Illustrated with architectural plans and historical photos, it offers a unique



perspective on the venues themselves.

8. The Fairgrounds Racing Annual: Year-by-Year Highlights and Records

This annual publication compiles race results, statistics, and notable moments from fairgrounds
racing events nationwide. It serves as a valuable resource for fans and historians tracking the
sport’s progress. Detailed charts and commentary provide a snapshot of each racing season’s
excitement.

9. From Hooves to Horsepower: Transitioning Fairgrounds Racing through the Ages

This book traces the transformation of fairgrounds racing from horse-drawn competitions to
motorized speed contests. It examines cultural shifts, technological changes, and the evolving nature
of competition. Through vivid storytelling and historical analysis, it captures the dynamic spirit of
fairgrounds racing’s past and present.
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