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real book bb sixth edition pdf is a highly sought-after resource among musicians,
particularly jazz players, for its comprehensive collection of lead sheets featuring classic
and contemporary standards in the B-flat key. This edition offers an updated, meticulously
transcribed compilation that supports both beginners and seasoned performers in their
practice and performance routines. The availability of a PDF format enhances its
accessibility, allowing users to utilize it across various digital devices and platforms. This
article explores the features, benefits, legal considerations, and practical applications of the
Real Book BB Sixth Edition PDF. Understanding these aspects will assist musicians in
making informed decisions about incorporating this resource into their musical journey.
Below is a detailed look into the contents and relevance of the Real Book BB Sixth Edition
PDF.
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Overview of the Real Book BB Sixth Edition

The Real Book BB Sixth Edition is a prominent collection of lead sheets primarily designed
for the B-flat instrument players such as trumpet, tenor saxophone, and clarinet. This
edition is recognized for its accuracy and updated repertoire, incorporating a wide array of
jazz standards and contemporary songs. It serves as a fundamental tool for jazz musicians
who require reliable charts for practice, jam sessions, and performances. The sixth edition
continues the legacy of the Real Book series by providing clear, concise, and musician-
friendly arrangements.

History and Evolution of the Real Book Series

The Real Book originated in the 1970s as an unofficial compilation of lead sheets that
became a staple in jazz education and performance. Over time, official editions were
released, including the BB Sixth Edition, which offers authorized and polished content. This
edition reflects years of refinement, ensuring that the charts are both accurate and legally



compliant. Its evolution mirrors the changing landscape of jazz music, incorporating newer
compositions alongside timeless classics.

Target Audience and Uses

This edition targets jazz musicians who play B-flat instruments and seek a comprehensive,
portable, and reliable collection of lead sheets. It is extensively used by students,
educators, professional performers, and studio musicians. The Real Book BB Sixth Edition
PDF is particularly valuable for situations that require quick access to accurate charts, such
as rehearsals, gigs, and educational settings.

Features and Content of the Sixth Edition

The Real Book BB Sixth Edition PDF boasts numerous features that distinguish it from
previous versions and other similar collections. It includes a diverse selection of tunes,
readable notation, and user-friendly formatting designed for ease of use during
performance and study.

Extensive Song List

The sixth edition contains hundreds of songs spanning various jazz styles, including bebop,
swing, modal jazz, and fusion. The repertoire includes standards from composers like Miles
Davis, John Coltrane, Duke Ellington, and contemporary artists. This extensive catalog
makes it a versatile resource for a wide range of musical contexts.

Improved Notation and Layout

One of the key improvements in the sixth edition is the clarity of notation. Each lead sheet
features the melody line, chord symbols, and lyrics where applicable, arranged in a clean
and legible format. The PDF version maintains this clarity digitally, ensuring easy reading
on screens of all sizes.

Additional Musical Elements

Besides lead sheets, the sixth edition may include helpful extras such as suggested chord
voicings, performance notes, and scales for improvisation. These elements aid musicians in
understanding the harmonic framework and developing their improvisational skills.



Benefits of Using the Real Book BB Sixth Edition
PDF

Utilizing the Real Book BB Sixth Edition in PDF format offers several practical benefits that
enhance the musician’s experience. The digital format complements the book’s
comprehensive content and makes it a preferred choice for modern users.

Portability and Accessibility

With the PDF version, musicians can carry the entire Real Book collection on smartphones,
tablets, or laptops, significantly reducing the need to transport physical copies. This
accessibility facilitates immediate reference during rehearsals and performances.

Searchability and Organization

The digital format allows users to quickly search for specific songs or chord progressions,
streamlining practice sessions and setlist preparations. Additionally, the PDF can be
organized with bookmarks and annotations, enabling personalized study and efficient
navigation.

Cost-Effectiveness and Updates

Purchasing the Real Book BB Sixth Edition PDF often comes at a lower cost compared to
physical books. Moreover, digital versions can be updated more easily, allowing users to
receive revisions or additional content without acquiring a new edition.

Legal and Copyright Considerations

Understanding the legal status of the Real Book BB Sixth Edition PDF is crucial to ensure
compliance with copyright laws. The Real Book series has historically faced issues related
to unauthorized distribution and copyright infringement, making it important to obtain
legitimate copies.

Authorized Editions vs. Unauthorized Copies

Authorized editions of the Real Book BB Sixth Edition are published with proper licensing
and permissions from copyright holders. These versions ensure that composers and



publishers receive appropriate royalties. Unauthorized PDFs, often found online, violate
copyright laws and can pose legal risks to users.

How to Obtain a Legitimate PDF

Legitimate copies of the Real Book BB Sixth Edition PDF are typically available through
official music publishers, authorized retailers, or educational institutions. Purchasing from
these sources guarantees legal use and supports the music community. Users should avoid
downloading or distributing pirated versions to respect intellectual property rights.

How to Use the Real Book BB Sixth Edition PDF
Effectively

Maximizing the utility of the Real Book BB Sixth Edition PDF requires strategic approaches
tailored to different musical contexts. Proper use enhances learning, performance, and
collaboration among musicians.

Practice Techniques

Musicians can utilize the PDF to practice melodies, chord changes, and improvisation
patterns. Features such as zooming in on notation, adding digital annotations, and playing
along with backing tracks support effective practice routines.

Performance and Gig Preparation

The portability and organization of the PDF allow performers to prepare setlists, mark
important sections, and quickly reference charts during live performances. This flexibility is
particularly beneficial in dynamic gig environments where setlists may change
spontaneously.

Educational Applications

Educators use the Real Book BB Sixth Edition PDF to teach jazz theory, sight-reading, and
ensemble playing. The digital format enables instructors to distribute materials easily and
incorporate interactive elements into lessons.



Alternatives and Complementary Resources

While the Real Book BB Sixth Edition PDF is comprehensive, several alternative and
supplementary resources can enhance a musician's repertoire and skills.

Other Real Book Editions

There are Real Book editions tailored for different instruments and keys, such as the C
edition for piano and concert pitch instruments or the E-flat edition for alto saxophone
players. Exploring these can provide a broader perspective and accommodate various
instrumentalists.

Jazz Play-Along Books and Backing Tracks

Complementary materials like jazz play-along books and backing tracks offer practical tools
for improvisation and ensemble practice. These resources often align with the Real Book’s
repertoire and are valuable for developing timing, phrasing, and stylistic nuances.

Online Databases and Apps

Numerous online platforms and mobile applications provide extensive chord charts,
transcriptions, and interactive features that support jazz learning alongside the Real Book.
These digital tools often include features such as tempo adjustment, looping, and recording
capabilities.

Summary of Key Features of Real Book BB Sixth
Edition PDF

Comprehensive collection of jazz standards in B-flat key

Accurate and updated transcriptions

Clear notation with melody, chords, and lyrics

Portable and searchable digital format

Legitimate editions ensure copyright compliance

Suitable for practice, performance, and education



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Real Book BB Sixth Edition PDF?
The Real Book BB Sixth Edition PDF is a digital version of the popular jazz fake book series,
containing lead sheets in the key of B flat, widely used by jazz musicians for practice and
performance.

Where can I legally download the Real Book BB Sixth
Edition PDF?
The Real Book BB Sixth Edition PDF can be legally downloaded from authorized music
publishers' websites or purchased through official platforms like Hal Leonard or Sher Music
Co.

What makes the Sixth Edition of the Real Book BB
different from previous editions?
The Sixth Edition includes updated and corrected arrangements, additional tunes, and
improved notation compared to previous editions, offering a more comprehensive and
accurate resource for musicians.

Is the Real Book BB Sixth Edition suitable for
beginners?
Yes, the Real Book BB Sixth Edition is suitable for beginners who have basic music reading
skills and want to learn jazz standards, but it is primarily designed for intermediate to
advanced players.

Can I use the Real Book BB Sixth Edition PDF on mobile
devices?
Yes, the PDF format allows you to use the Real Book BB Sixth Edition on various mobile
devices such as tablets and smartphones using PDF reader apps, making it convenient for
practice and gigs.

Does the Real Book BB Sixth Edition PDF include chord
symbols and melodies?
Yes, the Real Book BB Sixth Edition PDF contains lead sheets that feature melodies, chord
symbols, and sometimes lyrics, which are essential for jazz improvisation and performance.



How many songs are included in the Real Book BB Sixth
Edition?
The Real Book BB Sixth Edition typically includes over 400 jazz standards and popular
tunes, covering a wide range of styles and eras.

Is the Real Book BB Sixth Edition available in other
keys?
Yes, the Real Book series is available in multiple editions, including versions transposed for
different instruments such as C (concert pitch), E flat, and B flat keys, to accommodate
various musicians.

Are there any alternatives to the Real Book BB Sixth
Edition PDF?
Yes, alternatives include the New Real Book series, iReal Pro app, and other jazz fake books
that offer similar content with different arrangements and licensing options.

Additional Resources
1. Real Book, Sixth Edition: Volume 1
This edition of the Real Book is a comprehensive collection of jazz standards, featuring lead
sheets with melody, chord changes, and lyrics. It is widely used by musicians for practicing
and performing in various jazz settings. The book covers a broad range of styles including
bebop, swing, and ballads, making it an essential resource for both beginners and
advanced players.

2. The New Real Book, Volume 2
A companion to the original Real Book series, this volume expands the repertoire with
additional jazz standards and contemporary compositions. It emphasizes modern jazz styles
and includes accurate transcriptions that reflect the original recordings. Ideal for musicians
looking to explore beyond the classics, this book provides fresh material for gigs and
practice sessions.

3. Real Book, Sixth Edition: Volume 2
This volume complements the first and offers an extensive collection of tunes from various
jazz eras. It includes detailed chord symbols and melodies that help musicians understand
the harmonic structure of each piece. The book is a valuable tool for improvisation and
ensemble playing, suitable for all skill levels.

4. The Jazz Theory Book by Mark Levine
Though not a Real Book itself, this theory book is an excellent companion for anyone using
the Real Book. It dives deep into jazz harmony, scales, and improvisation techniques,
providing the theoretical foundation needed to master the tunes in the Real Book. Its clear
explanations and practical exercises make it a must-have for serious jazz students.

5. The Real Vocal Book, Sixth Edition



Designed specifically for vocalists, this book adapts the Real Book's extensive jazz
standards for singing. It includes lyrics and melody lines with chord symbols, making it
perfect for singers who want to perform with bands or accompany themselves on piano or
guitar. The collection spans multiple styles and eras, ensuring versatility for any vocal jazz
repertoire.

6. Jazz Standards for Solo Guitar
This book features arrangements of classic and contemporary jazz standards found in the
Real Book, tailored for solo guitar performance. It provides chord melody arrangements,
tablature, and notation to help guitarists develop their improvisation and accompaniment
skills. It is a practical resource for guitarists looking to expand their jazz vocabulary.

7. Real Book Play-Along Series
These play-along books and CDs complement the Real Book by providing backing tracks for
many of the tunes included in the volumes. They allow musicians to practice improvisation
and ensemble playing in a realistic setting. This interactive approach enhances learning
and performance readiness for jazz players of all instruments.

8. Essential Jazz Lines in the Style of Charlie Parker by Corey Christiansen
This book offers melodic and harmonic insights into bebop lines similar to those found in
the Real Book. It focuses on developing improvisation skills through the style of one of
jazz's greatest innovators. Studying this book alongside the Real Book helps musicians
internalize bebop language and apply it to standard tunes.

9. Real Book Standards for Jazz Piano
Tailored for pianists, this collection arranges popular Real Book tunes with detailed
voicings, comping patterns, and solo ideas. It bridges the gap between simple lead sheets
and full piano arrangements, aiding pianists in both solo and ensemble settings. This book
supports jazz piano students in mastering the repertoire and enhancing their stylistic
versatility.
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