revit copy drafting view to another project

revit copy drafting view to another project is a common task for architects, engineers, and BIM
professionals who work across multiple projects using Autodesk Revit. Managing and reusing drafting
views efficiently can save considerable time and maintain consistency in design documentation. This
article explores various methods to copy drafting views from one Revit project to another, including
leveraging templates, linking files, and utilizing Revit's transfer project standards feature. Additionally,
best practices and troubleshooting tips for transferring drafting views will be discussed. Understanding
these techniques is essential for optimizing workflows and ensuring seamless project collaboration.
The following sections will detail step-by-step procedures and important considerations for effectively

copying drafting views between projects.
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Understanding Drafting Views in Revit

Drafting views in Revit are non-model-based views used to create 2D details, annotations, or other



graphic information that do not rely on the 3D model. These views are essential for documenting
specific construction details, standard notes, or symbols that apply across different projects. Unlike
plan, elevation, or section views, drafting views are independent and often reused to maintain

consistency in documentation.

Because drafting views contain important annotation elements and detail components, copying them
accurately to another project requires careful handling. The ability to transfer drafting views supports
efficient reuse of detail work, reducing the need to recreate similar content from scratch in new

projects.

Methods to Copy Drafting Views to Another Project

There are multiple approaches to copy drafting views from one Revit project to another, each with its
advantages depending on the project setup and requirements. The most commonly used methods

include:

1. Exporting and importing drafting views through DWG files.
2. Using Transfer Project Standards to bring drafting views and associated settings.

3. Copying drafting views via templates or linked models.

Each of these methods will be explained in detail to enable users to choose the best approach for their

workflow.

Exporting and Importing Drafting Views via DWG

One straightforward way to transfer drafting views is exporting them as DWG files and then importing
or linking these DWG files into the target project. This method is helpful when direct copying is not

possible due to project restrictions or software versions.



Steps include:

¢ Open the drafting view in the source project.
¢ Export the view to DWG format using the Export CAD feature.

¢ Open the target project and import or link the DWG file into a new drafting view.

However, this method converts native Revit elements into CAD geometry, losing parametric and

editable features.

Copying Drafting Views Using Transfer Project Standards

Revit’s Transfer Project Standards tool allows users to copy drafting views, along with styles, object
styles, and other standards, from one project to another. This method preserves the Revit-native

elements and maintains full editability.

To perform this:

¢ Open the target Revit project.
¢ Go to the Manage tab and select Transfer Project Standards.
* Choose the source project file and select the drafting views and related standards to transfer.

¢ Confirm the transfer to import the drafting views into the active project.

This technique is highly recommended for maintaining consistency and Revit data integrity.



Using Transfer Project Standards for Drafting Views

The Transfer Project Standards tool is a powerful feature for copying drafting views between projects
while retaining all annotations, line styles, and detail components. It is designed to transfer various

project elements including view templates, object styles, and drafting views.

When using this feature, it is important to note the following:

¢ Both projects must be accessible and compatible with the same Revit version.
» Conflicts in styles or naming conventions may arise and require user confirmation to override.

» Drafting views are transferred as part of the project standards, not as independent files.

This method ensures that drafting views retain their original appearance and editing capabilities within

the new project.

Step-by-Step Transfer of Drafting Views

To efficiently transfer drafting views using this method, follow these steps:

1. Open the destination Revit project where the drafting views will be copied.
2. Navigate to the Manage tab and select Transfer Project Standards.
3. Browse and select the source project file containing the drafting views.

4. In the dialog box, choose the categories such as Drafting Views, Object Styles, and View

Templates.

5. Review any warnings about conflicts and decide whether to overwrite the destination standards.



6. Complete the transfer and verify that the drafting views appear correctly in the project browser.

Leveraging Templates and Linked Models

Another effective way to reuse drafting views is through the use of project templates or linked models.
Templates can include preloaded drafting views, which will be available in any new project created

from the template. Similarly, linking models can help display drafting views indirectly.

Using templates involves:
¢ Creating or modifying a Revit template file (.rte) to include the desired drafting views.

¢ Saving the template for use in future projects.

e Starting new projects based on this template to automatically inherit drafting views.

Linked models provide a way to reference drafting views without copying them permanently into the

project but may limit editing capabilities.

Creating and Using Drafting View Templates

Templates ensure standardization and facilitate quick project setup. To create a drafting view template:

1. Open a project and create or modify drafting views as needed.
2. Save the project as a template (.rte) file.

3. When starting a new project, select this template to have the drafting views preloaded.



This method is ideal for firms requiring consistent drafting details across multiple projects.

Best Practices for Managing Drafting Views Across Projects

Efficient management of drafting views across multiple Revit projects requires adherence to best

practices that promote consistency and reduce errors. Key recommendations include:

Maintain a centralized library of standard drafting views and details.

Use templates to standardize drafting content and styles.

Regularly update and audit drafting views to ensure accuracy and relevance.

Ensure consistent naming conventions for ease of identification and transfer.

Utilize Transfer Project Standards to minimize manual recreation of views.

Document and train team members on procedures for copying and managing drafting views.

Implementing these practices can greatly improve productivity and quality control in project

documentation workflows.

Common Challenges and Troubleshooting Tips

Copying drafting views between Revit projects can sometimes encounter issues related to
compatibility, missing styles, or conflicts. Understanding common challenges helps in troubleshooting

effectively.

Some typical problems include:



Drafting views not appearing after transfer due to view filters or templates.

Loss of annotation styles or line weights when exporting to CAD formats.

Conflicts in object styles or shared parameters causing warning messages.

Drafting view elements linked to model components that do not exist in the target project.

To resolve these issues, it is advisable to:

 Verify that all relevant styles and standards are included in the transfer.
e Check the visibility and graphics settings in the target project.
¢ Use consistent Revit versions and file formats.

¢ Consult Revit warnings and resolve conflicts during Transfer Project Standards operation.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can | copy a drafting view from one Revit project to another?

Yes, you can copy a drafting view from one Revit project to another by using the Transfer Project

Standards tool or by creating a drafting view template and applying it in the target project.

What is the easiest method to copy a drafting view between Revit



projects?

The easiest method is to open both projects and use the 'Transfer Project Standards' feature to

transfer drafting views and their associated settings from the source project to the destination project.

Does copying a drafting view to another Revit project also transfer the
view’s detail components?

Yes, when you transfer drafting views using Transfer Project Standards, the detail components and

annotations within that view are copied to the target project.

Are there limitations when copying drafting views between Revit
projects?

Yes, certain elements like linked files, custom families, or view-specific settings may not transfer

perfectly and might require manual adjustments after copying.

Can | use Revit templates to replicate drafting views in another
project?

While Revit templates can contain drafting views, they typically do not transfer existing drafting views

directly. It's better to use Transfer Project Standards or manually recreate the view.

How do | transfer only specific drafting views without bringing over all

project standards?

Revit’s Transfer Project Standards tool does not allow selective transfer of individual views. You may

need to copy and paste drafting view contents manually or use third-party tools for selective transfer.

Is it possible to copy drafting views with their linked annotations



intact?

Yes, transferring drafting views via Transfer Project Standards usually includes linked annotations, but

it's recommended to verify all annotations post-transfer.

What steps should | follow to transfer drafting views using Transfer
Project Standards?

Open both source and destination projects, go to the Manage tab, select Transfer Project Standards,
choose the source project, then select the drafting views and related standards to transfer, and

confirm.

Are there any third-party plugins that simplify copying drafting views
between Revit projects?

Yes, there are several third-party plugins available that provide enhanced control and selective copying

of drafting views between projects, such as BIM 360 tools or Dynamo scripts.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Revit: Copying Drafting Views Across Projects

This book provides a comprehensive guide to efficiently managing Revit projects, with a strong focus
on copying drafting views from one project to another. It covers practical workflows, tips, and
troubleshooting techniques to streamline your BIM process. Ideal for intermediate to advanced users

looking to save time and maintain consistency across multiple projects.

2. Revit Project Management: Best Practices for View Replication

Explore the best practices for managing multiple Revit projects with a detailed section on duplicating
drafting views. This book emphasizes collaboration and data integrity while teaching you how to
transfer views without losing detail or annotation. It also explains the nuances of view templates and

view filters in copied drafting views.



3. Efficient BIM Workflows: Copying and Linking Views in Revit

Designed for BIM coordinators and architects, this book dives into efficient workflows for copying
drafting views between projects. It explains the use of linking, import/export options, and the limitations
of view copying. Readers will learn how to maintain consistency and quality when reusing drafting

views.

4. Revit Essentials: Managing Views and Sheets Across Projects

A practical guide focused on the essential techniques for managing views and sheets in Reuvit. It
covers how to copy drafting views from one project to another and how to adjust them to fit new
project standards. The book also addresses common challenges such as dealing with view

dependencies and annotation scaling.

5. Advanced Revit Techniques: Copy Drafting Views and Beyond

This advanced-level book explores sophisticated methods for copying drafting views, including the use
of worksets and shared parameters. It goes beyond basic copying to show how to automate and
customize view replication for large projects. Readers will benefit from detailed workflows and real-

world examples.

6. Reuvit for Architects: Streamlining View Management Across Projects
Targeted at architects, this book simplifies the process of managing drafting views across multiple
Revit projects. It includes step-by-step instructions on copying drafting views and maintaining project

standards. The book also discusses best practices for view templates and annotation reuse.

7. The BIM Manager’s Guide to Revit View Copying

This guide is tailored for BIM managers who need to enforce consistent view standards across
projects. It explains how to copy drafting views effectively while preserving view properties and
annotations. The book also covers the integration of copied views into project workflows and quality

control.

8. Revit Productivity Hacks: Copying Drafting Views Fast and Easy

A quick-reference book packed with productivity tips for Revit users, focusing on speeding up the



process of copying drafting views between projects. It highlights shortcuts, plugins, and built-in Revit
tools that facilitate view copying. Suitable for busy professionals looking for immediate improvements in

their workflow.

9. Collaborative Revit: Sharing Drafting Views Across Project Teams

This book addresses the challenges of sharing drafting views in collaborative environments. It offers
strategies for copying and distributing drafting views among different project teams while maintaining
data integrity. The book also explores cloud-based solutions and linked models to enhance teamwork

and communication.
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