route 66 drag strip test and tune

route 66 drag strip test and tune is a premier event and facility for drag
racing enthusiasts seeking to optimize their vehicles’ performance and
experience the thrill of high-speed runs. Located along the historic Route
66, this drag strip offers a dedicated environment for test and tune
sessions, allowing racers to fine-tune their cars under controlled
conditions. This article delves into the key aspects of route 66 drag strip
test and tune, covering everything from its facilities and event structure to
safety measures and tips for participants. Whether a seasoned drag racer or a
newcomer, understanding the intricacies of test and tune at this iconic track
can enhance both performance and enjoyment. The following sections provide a
detailed overview and practical information to make the most of your visit to
the route 66 drag strip test and tune.
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Overview of Route 66 Drag Strip

The Route 66 Drag Strip is a renowned motorsport venue situated along the
historic Route 66 corridor. It serves as a hub for drag racing enthusiasts
who seek a professional-grade environment for racing and vehicle testing. The
strip is well-known for hosting various events including test and tune
nights, bracket racing, and special drag racing competitions. Its location
and reputation attract racers from across the region, making it a focal point
for performance car culture and motorsport development.

Historical Significance

Established decades ago, the Route 66 Drag Strip has a rich history tied to
the evolution of American drag racing. The track has seen generations of
racers improve their times and push the limits of speed. Its association with
the legendary Route 66 adds a cultural and nostalgic element, attracting fans
who appreciate both the sport and the heritage of the famous highway.



Community and Motorsport Culture

The drag strip fosters a community atmosphere where racers, crews, and
spectators come together to celebrate automotive performance. It provides a
platform for sharing knowledge, showcasing vehicle modifications, and
building camaraderie among motorsport enthusiasts. This vibrant culture is a
key aspect of the route 66 drag strip test and tune experience.

What is Test and Tune?

Test and tune sessions are specially designated times at drag strips like
Route 66 where racers can run their vehicles without the pressure of formal
competition. These sessions allow drivers to adjust and calibrate their cars’
setups, try different modifications, and improve their reaction times and
performance metrics. Test and tune provides a controlled environment for
experimentation and learning, essential for serious drag racers.

Purpose and Benefits

The primary purpose of test and tune is to optimize vehicle performance and
driver skill by providing multiple runs on the strip. Benefits include:

e ITdentifying mechanical or setup issues
e Improving launch techniques and shifting
e Gathering accurate data on elapsed times and speeds

e Testing new parts or modifications under real conditions

Types of Vehicles and Classes

Test and tune sessions at Route 66 Drag Strip accommodate a wide variety of
vehicles, from street cars to purpose-built dragsters. The sessions often
include multiple classes to ensure safety and fairness among participants,
such as:

e Street Legal Cars
e Modified Street Cars
e Pro Mod and Dragsters

e Motorcycles



Facilities and Track Features

The Route 66 Drag Strip is equipped with modern facilities designed to
support a safe and efficient test and tune environment. The track itself
meets professional standards, and the surrounding infrastructure caters to
both participants and spectators.

Track Surface and Layout

The drag strip features a high-quality asphalt racing surface optimized for
maximum traction and consistent performance. The layout includes a standard
quarter-mile straightaway with ample runoff areas for safety. The starting
line is equipped with advanced timing systems to provide precise measurements
of elapsed time and speed.

Support Amenities

To enhance the experience, the facility offers various amenities including:

Professional timing and scoring systems

Staging lanes for vehicle preparation

Paddock areas for teams and tuning setups

Restroom and concession facilities

e Safety barriers and emergency response teams

Event Schedule and Participation

Route 66 Drag Strip test and tune events are typically scheduled on
designated evenings and weekends to accommodate both casual racers and those
preparing for competitive events. The schedule is designed to maximize track
time while maintaining safety and order.

Registration and Entry Process

Participants must register prior to the event, either online or on-site,
depending on the facility’s policies. Entry fees vary based on vehicle class
and the number of runs planned. Drivers are required to complete a waiver
form acknowledging the risks associated with drag racing.



Event Format and Run Procedures

Once registered, racers enter staging lanes where vehicles are inspected
briefly for safety compliance. The test and tune format usually allows
unlimited runs within the session time, enabling racers to experiment with
different settings and driving techniques. Officials monitor the sessions to
ensure adherence to rules and to manage track flow efficiently.

Safety Protocols and Regulations

Safety is a paramount concern during test and tune sessions at the Route 66
Drag Strip. The facility enforces strict regulations to protect drivers,
crews, and spectators, ensuring a secure racing environment.

Vehicle Safety Requirements

Depending on the vehicle’s speed and class, various safety equipment is
mandatory. This may include:

Roll cages for high-speed vehicles

Five-point harness seat belts

Fire-resistant racing suits and helmets

Properly maintained brakes and tires

Parachutes for extreme-speed dragsters

Track Safety Measures

The drag strip is staffed with trained safety personnel and emergency medical
teams during test and tune events. Safety barriers, clear communication
protocols, and strict adherence to run procedures help mitigate risks.
Drivers must comply with all instructions from track officials to operate
safely on the strip.

Tips for a Successful Test and Tune Session

Maximizing the benefits of a route 66 drag strip test and tune session
requires preparation and strategic execution. The following tips can help
participants optimize their experience and results.



1. Pre-Event Vehicle Inspection: Conduct a thorough check of your vehicle’s
mechanical condition, including fluids, tires, brakes, and safety gear.

2. Set Clear Goals: Define what you want to achieve, such as testing a new
part, improving reaction time, or dialing in your launch technique.

3. Use Data Logging: Employ timing and data acquisition tools to analyze
each run and make informed adjustments.

4. Stay Hydrated and Rested: Physical readiness is key to maintaining focus
and reaction speed during runs.

5. Listen to Track Officials: Follow all safety instructions and procedural
guidelines to ensure a smooth session.

6. Plan for Multiple Runs: Take advantage of unlimited runs to experiment
with different settings and gather comprehensive data.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Route 66 Drag Strip Test and Tune event?

The Route 66 Drag Strip Test and Tune is a regular event held at the Route 66
Raceway where racers can test and tune their vehicles in a controlled
environment, allowing them to improve performance and prepare for upcoming
races.

Where is the Route 66 Drag Strip located?

The Route 66 Drag Strip is located in Joliet, Illinois, at the Route 66
Raceway complex.

Who can participate in the Route 66 Drag Strip Test
and Tune sessions?

Test and Tune sessions at Route 66 Drag Strip are open to all types of
vehicles and drivers, from amateur racers to professionals, as long as they
meet the safety requirements set by the raceway.

What are the typical operating hours for the Test
and Tune sessions at Route 66 Drag Strip?

Test and Tune sessions usually take place on Friday nights, though specific
times can vary; it's best to check the official Route 66 Raceway schedule for
the most current information.



Are there any fees to participate in the Test and
Tune at Route 66 Drag Strip?

Yes, there is typically an entry fee for participating in the Test and Tune
sessions, which helps cover track maintenance and staffing costs. The fee
amount can vary by event.

What safety requirements must be met to run at the
Route 66 Drag Strip Test and Tune?

Vehicles must meet safety standards such as having proper helmets, seat
belts, and in some cases, roll cages. Drivers should also follow all track
rules and regulations to ensure a safe environment.

Can spectators attend the Route 66 Drag Strip Test
and Tune events?

Yes, spectators are usually welcome at Test and Tune events, but they should
check with the raceway for any admission fees, parking details, or COVID-19
related restrictions.

How can racers improve their performance during a
Test and Tune session at Route 66 Drag Strip?

Racers can use the Test and Tune sessions to make adjustments to their
vehicle's engine, tires, suspension, and other components while gathering
data from timed runs to optimize their performance for competitive events.

Additional Resources

1. Route 66 Drag Strip: The Ultimate Test and Tune Guide

This comprehensive guide dives into the history and techniques behind Route
66’'s iconic drag strip. It covers everything from vehicle preparation to
tuning tips aimed at maximizing performance. Readers will find expert advice
on timing, traction, and safety to improve their test and tune sessions.

2. Mastering Test and Tune at Route 66 Drag Strip

Focused on practical strategies, this book offers detailed instructions for
drag racers looking to perfect their test and tune runs on Route 66. It
includes insights on engine tuning, tire selection, and track conditions. The
author also shares personal anecdotes from racers who have dominated the
strip.

3. Route 66 Drag Racing: Test, Tune, and Triumph

Explore the thrilling world of drag racing on America’s Mother Road with this
engaging book. It highlights key moments and racers at the Route 66 drag
strip, coupled with technical advice on tuning cars for optimal speed and



reliability. Ideal for both beginners and seasoned racers.

4. The Science of Test and Tune: Route 66 Edition

This book delves into the mechanical and scientific principles behind
successful test and tune sessions at Route 66 drag strip. Topics include
aerodynamics, fuel mixtures, and data analysis for performance improvements.
A must-read for those interested in the technical side of drag racing.

5. Route 66 Drag Strip Chronicles: Test and Tune Tales

A collection of captivating stories from racers who have tested and tuned
their vehicles on Route 66. These firsthand accounts offer lessons learned,
memorable moments, and the culture surrounding this legendary drag strip. The
book blends narrative with useful tips for enthusiasts.

6. High Performance Tuning for Route 66 Drag Strip

Designed for performance enthusiasts, this book focuses on tuning
modifications and upgrades specific to vehicles running on Route 66. It
covers engine enhancements, suspension tweaks, and electronic tuning methods
that lead to faster and more consistent runs. Step-by-step guides make
complex concepts accessible.

7. Route 66 Test and Tune: A Racer’s Handbook

This handbook serves as a practical resource for racers preparing for test
and tune sessions on Route 66 drag strip. It includes checklists,
troubleshooting tips, and tuning charts tailored to different vehicle types.
The book emphasizes preparation and adaptability in dynamic track conditions.

8. Drag Strip Dynamics: Route 66 Test and Tune Techniques

Explore the dynamics of drag racing with a focus on Route 66 in this
technical yet approachable guide. It explains how factors like weight
distribution, tire pressure, and launch techniques affect performance during
test and tune. Perfect for racers wanting to gain a competitive edge.

9. Legends of Route 66 Drag Strip: Test, Tune, and Race

Celebrate the legends and lore of Route 66 drag strip with this richly
illustrated book. It combines historical context with profiles of famous
racers and their approach to test and tune sessions. The book inspires
readers with stories of determination, innovation, and speed on the iconic
strip.
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