SARA AHMED THE CULTURAL POLITICS OF EMOTION

SARA AHMED THE CULTURAL POLITICS OF EMOTION IS A SEMINAL WORK THAT EXPLORES THE INTRICATE RELATIONSHIP BET\WEEN
EMOTIONS AND POWER STRUCTURES WITHIN SOCIETY. THIS INFLUENTIAL TEXT EXAMINES HOW EMOTIONS ARE NOT MERELY
INDIVIDUAL FEELINGS BUT ARE DEEPLY EMBEDDED IN CULTURAL AND POLITICAL CONTEXTS THAT SHAPE SOCIAL RELATIONS. SARA
AHMED’S ANALYSIS DELVES INTO HOW EMOTIONS CIRCULATE, STICK, AND ALIGN INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS, FORMING WHAT SHE
TERMS “AFFECTIVE ECONOMIES.” THROUGH THIS LENS, THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE WAYS EMOTIONS CONTRIBUTE TO THE
FORMATION OF IDENTITIES AND THE MAINTENANCE OF SOCIAL HIERARCHIES. THIS ARTICLE WILL PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE
OVERVIEW OF SARA AHMED’S KEY CONCEPTS, THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK SHE EMPLOYS, AND THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS OF
HER WORK FOR UNDERSTANDING CULTURAL POLITICS AND EMOTIONAL DYNAMICS. READERS WILL GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE CRITICAL
INTERSECTIONS OF EMOTION, IDENTITY, AND POWER, AS WELL AS THE CONTINUING RELEVANCE OF AHMED’S SCHOLARSHIP IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL DISCOURSE.
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INTRODUCTION TO SARA AHMED’S CULTURAL PoLiTics oF EMOTION

SARA AHMED’S BOOK, THE CULTURAL PoLITICS OF EMOT/ON, PRESENTS A GROUNDBREAKING APPROACH TO UNDERSTANDING
HOW EMOTIONS FUNCTION WITHIN SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SPHERES. UNLIKE TRADITIONAL VIEWS THAT TREAT EMOTIONS AS
PRIVATE, PSYCHOLOGICAL STATES, AHMED LOCATES EMOTIONS WITHIN PUBLIC AND CULTURAL FRAMEWORKS. SHE ARGUES
THAT EMOTIONS DO POLITICAL WORK BY SHAPING SOCIAL BOUNDARIES, INFLUENCING WHO BELONGS AND WHO IS EXCLUDED. THE
TEXT DRAWS ON FEMINIST THEORY, CRITICAL RACE STUDIES, AND AFFECT THEORY TO CHALLENGE DOMINANT NARRATIVES
ABOUT EMOTION. BY REPOSITIONING EMOTION AS A SOCIAL FORCE, AHMED OPENS UP NEW AVENUES FOR ANALYZING HOW
FEELINGS ARE ENTANGLED WITH HISTORIES OF OPPRESSION AND RESISTANCE. THIS SECTION INTRODUCES THE FOUNDATIONAL
ELEMENTS OF AHMED’S APPROACH AND SETS THE STAGE FOR A DETAILED EXPLORATION OF HER KEY CONTRIBUTIONS.

BACkGROUND AND CONTEXT

THE BOOK WAS PUBLISHED IN 2004 AND QUICKLY BECAME INFLUENTIAL IN VARIOUS ACADEMIC FIELDS. AHMED’S W ORK
ADDRESSES GAPS IN HOW EMOTIONS HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY MARGINALIZED IN CULTURAL STUDIES AND POLITICAL THEORY. |T
RESPONDS TO THE NEED FOR A FRAMEWORK THAT ACCOUNTS FOR THE SOCIAL PRODUCTION OF EMOTIONS AND THEIR ROLE IN
MAINTAINING OR CONTESTING POWER RELATIONS. THIS CONTEXT IS ESSENTIAL FOR APPRECIATING THE INNOVATIVE NATURE OF
AHMED’S CULTURAL POLITICS OF EMOTION.

OVERVIEW OF THE Book’s STRUCTURE

THE CULTURAL POLITICS OF EMOTION IS ORGANIZED INTO CHAPTERS THAT EXPLORE DIFFERENT EMOTIONS SUCH AS HATE, FEAR,
AND LOVE, ILLUSTRATING HOW THESE EMOTIONS OPERATE POLITICALLY. AHMED USES CASE STUDIES AND CULTURAL EXAMPLES
TO DEMONSTRATE HOW EMOTIONS BECOME ATTACHED TO BODIES, OBJECTS, AND IDEAS, INFLUENCING SOCIAL DYNAMICS. THE
STRUCTURE SUPPORTS A PROGRESSIVE DEEPENING OF THE READER’S UNDERSTANDING OF EMOTIONAL POLITICS.



Core CONCEPTS IN SARA AHMED’S ANALYSIS

AT THE HEART OF SARA AHMED’S CULTURAL POLITICS OF EMOTION ARE SEVERAL CORE CONCEPTS THAT REDEFINE HOW
EMOTIONS ARE UNDERSTOOD WITHIN SOCIAL THEORY. THESE INCLUDE THE NOTIONS OF AFFECT, ATTACHMENT, AND THE
CIRCULATION OF EMOTIONS. AHMED’S WORK EMPHASIZES THAT EMOTIONS ARE NOT STATIC BUT MOVE BETWEEN PEOPLE AND
OBJECTS, CREATING NETWORKS OF MEANING AND POWER. THIS SECTION UNPACKS THESE FOUNDATIONAL IDEAS AND EXPLAINS
THEIR SIGNIFICANCE IN THE BROADER THEORETICAL FRAMEW ORK.

AFFECT AND EMOTION

AHMED DISTINGUISHES BETWEEN AFFECT AND EMOTION TO HIGHLIGHT THE COMPLEXITY OF FEELINGS IN SOCIAL CONTEXTS.
AFFECT REFERS TO THE INTENSITY AND BODILY RESPONSES PRIOR TO CONSCIOUS EMOTIONAL CATEGORIZATION, WHILE
EMOTIONS ARE SOCIALLY AND CULTURALLY SHAPED INTERPRETATIONS OF THESE AFFECTS. UNDERSTANDING THIS DISTINCTION
HELPS EXPLAIN HOW EMOTIONS BECOME CHARGED WITH POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND CONTRIBUTE TO SOCIAL REGULATION.

ATTACHMENT AND DETACHMENT

ONE OF AHMED’S KEY INSIGHTS IS THE CONCEPT OF EMOTIONAL ATTACHMENT, WHICH DESCRIBES HOW EMOTIONS BIND
INDIVIDUALS TO CERTAIN OBJECTS, IDENTITIES, OR IDEOLOGIES. CONVERSELY, EMOTIONS CAN ALSO PRODUCE DETACHMENT,
EXCLUSION, OR ALIENATION. THESE DYNAMICS ARE CENTRAL TO HOW COMMUNITIES FORM AND SUSTAIN THEMSELVES, AS WELL
AS HOW OTHERS ARE MARGINALIZED OR VILIFIED.

EMoTIONS AS SociAL AND CULTURAL CONSTRUCTS

AHMED ARGUES THAT EMOTIONS ARE NOT INNATE OR PURELY PERSONAL BUT ARE CONSTRUCTED THROUGH CULTURAL
NARRATIVES AND SOCIAL PRACTICES. THIS PERSPECTIVE CHALLENGES ESSENTIALIST VIEWS AND OPENS UP SPACE FOR ANALYZING
HOW EMOTIONS ARE DEPLOYED IN POLITICAL PROJECTS, SUCH AS NATIONALISM, RACISM, OR FEMINIST ACTIVISM.

THE ROLE oF EMOTIONS IN POWER AND IDENTITY

SARA AHMED’S CULTURAL POLITICS OF EMOTION CRITICALLY EXAMINES THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN EMOTIONS, POWER
STRUCTURES, AND IDENTITY FORMATION. EMOTIONS ARE SHOWN TO PLAY A PIVOTAL ROLE IN SHAPING SOCIAL HIERARCHIES AND
REINFORCING OR CHALLENGING DOMINANT IDEOLOGIES. THIS SECTION EXPLORES HOW EMOTIONS ARE IMPLICATED IN THE POLITICS
OF RACE, GENDER, AND OTHER IDENTITY CATEGORIES.

EMOTIONS AND SocCIAL BOUNDARIES

EMOTIONS HELP DELINEATE SOCIAL BOUNDARIES BY SIGNALING WHO IS INCLUDED WITHIN A COMMUNITY AND WHO IS EXCLUDED.
FEELINGS SUCH AS FEAR, HATE, OR DISGUST OFTEN TARGET MARGINALIZED GROUPS, REINFORCING SOCIAL DIVISIONS AND
JUSTIFYING DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES. AHMED’S WORK REVEALS HOW THESE EMOTIONAL BOUNDARIES ARE MAINTAINED AND
CONTESTED.

HATE AND FEAR IN PoLiTicAL CONTEXTS

THE BOOK PROVIDES DETAILED ANALYSES OF HATE AND FEAR AS POLITICAL EMOTIONS THAT MOBILIZE COLLECTIVE IDENTITIES
AND JUSTIFY EXCLUSIONARY POLICIES. AHMED EXPLORES HOW HATE BECOMES ATTACHED TO RACIALIZED BODIES AND HOW FEAR
SHAPES RESPONSES TO IMMIGRATION, TERRORISM, AND SOCIAL CHANGE. THESE EMOTIONS SERVE AS TOOLS FOR MAINTAINING
POWER AND CONTROL.



LoVE AND RESISTANCE

CONVERSELY, AHMED ALSO DISCUSSES THE TRANSFORMATIVE POTENTIAL OF LOVE AND POSITIVE EMOTIONS IN RESISTING
OPPRESSION. LOVE CAN CREATE SOLIDARITIES AND FOSTER POLITICAL ALLIANCES THAT CHALLENGE DOMINANT POWER
RELATIONS. THIS DUAL EXAMINATION OF NEGATIVE AND POSITIVE EMOTIONS HIGHLIGHTS THE COMPLEXITY OF EMOTIONAL
POLITICS.

AFFECTIVE ECoNoMIES AND EMOTIONAL CIRCULATION

A CENTRAL THEORETICAL CONTRIBUTION OF SARA AHMED’S CULTURAL POLITICS OF EMOTION IS THE CONCEPT OF AFFECTIVE
ECONOMIES, WHICH DESCRIBES HOW EMOTIONS CIRCULATE AMONG BODIES, OBJECTS, AND SIGNS, CREATING NETWORKS OF
MEANING AND POWER. THIS SECTION DELVES INTO THE MECHANICS OF EMOTIONAL CIRCULATION AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR
UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL COHESION AND CONFLICT.

How EMoTIONS “STICck”

AHMED EXPLAINS THAT EMOTIONS “STICK” TO CERTAIN SIGNS OR BODIES, SUCH AS RACE, GENDER, OR NATIONALITY, MAKING
THESE CATEGORIES EMOTIONALLY CHARGED. THIS STICKINESS SHAPES SOCIAL PERCEPTIONS AND INTERACTIONS, OFTEN
REINFORCING STEREOTYPES AND PREJUDICES. THE PROCESS OF EMOTIONAL STICKING IS FUNDAMENTAL TO THE FORMATION OF
COLLECTIVE IDENTITIES.

THE MOVEMENT OF EMOTIONS

EMOTIONS ARE NOT CONFINED TO INDIVIDUAL EXPERIENCES BUT MOVE THROUGH SOCIAL SPACES, INFLUENCING GROUPS AND
COMMUNITIES. AHMED’S AFFECTIVE ECONOMIES HIGHLIGHT HOW EMOTIONS ARE EXCHANGED, AMPLIFIED, OR RESISTED, AFFECTING
THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CLIMATE. THIS DYNAMIC MOVEMENT UNDERSCORES THE RELATIONAL NATURE OF EMOTIONS,

EXAMPLES OF AFFECTIVE ECONOMIES

® RACIALIZED HATE THAT CIRCULATES IN NATIONALIST RHETORIC
® FEAR OF THE “OTHER” IN IMMIGRATION DEBATES

e | OVE AND SOLIDARITY IN FEMINIST AND SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS

DISGUST ATTACHED TO MARGINALIZED BODIES IN PUBLIC SPACES

IMPLICATIONS FOR SoclAL AND CULTURAL STUDIES

THE CULTURAL POLITICS OF EMOTION AS THEORIZED BY SARA AHMED HAS SIGNIFICANT IMPLICATIONS FOR A VARIETY OF

ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES AND PRACTICAL FIELDS. |T OFFERS A FRAMEWORK FOR ANALYZING HOW EMOTIONS SHAPE SOCIAL LIFE,
INFLUENCE POLITICAL AGENDAS, AND CONTRIBUTE TO CULTURAL MEANINGS. THIS FINAL SECTION EXPLORES THE BROADER IMPACT
OF AHMED’S WORK AND ITS ONGOING RELEVANCE.

INFLUENCE ON FEMINIST AND CRITICAL RACE THEORIES

AHMED’S EMPHASIS ON EMOTION HAS ENRICHED FEMINIST AND CRITICAL RACE SCHOLARSHIP BY FOREGROUNDING THE ROLE OF



FEELINGS IN EXPERIENCES OF OPPRESSION AND RESISTANCE. HER WORK HIGHLIGHTS HOW EMOTIONS ARE INTEGRAL TO IDENTITY
POLITICS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVISM, OFFERING TOOLS FOR CRITICAL ANALYSIS AND TRANSFORMATIVE PRAXIS.

APPLICATIONS IN MeDIA AND CULTURAL STUDIES

THE FRAMEWORK OF AFFECTIVE ECONOMIES HAS BEEN APPLIED TO UNDERSTANDING MEDIA REPRESENTATIONS, PUBLIC DISCOURSE,
AND CULTURAL NARRATIVES. |T ENABLES SCHOLARS TO TRACE HOW EMOTIONAL ATTACHMENTS INFLUENCE PUBLIC OPINION AND
CULTURAL PRODUCTION, SHEDDING LIGHT ON MECHANISMS OF INCLUSION AND EXCLUSION.

CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE

IN AN ERA MARKED BY POLITICAL POLARIZATION, SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, AND GLOBAL CRISES, SARA AHMED’S CULTURAL POLITICS
OF EMOTION REMAINS A VITAL RESOURCE FOR INTERPRETING THE EMOTIONAL UNDERCURRENTS OF PUBLIC LIFE. THE WORK
ENCOURAGES A CRITICAL AWARENESS OF HOW EMOTIONS SHAPE COLLECTIVE EXPERIENCES AND POLITICAL REALITIES.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

WHO IS SARA AHMED AND WHAT IS HER CONTRIBUTION TO THE CULTURAL POLITICS OF
EMOTION?

SARA AHMED IS A FEMINIST SCHOLAR AND WRITER KNOWN FOR HER WORK ON THE CULTURAL POLITICS OF EMOTION, EXPLORING
HOW EMOTIONS SHAPE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL LIFE, PARTICULARLY IN RELATION TO POWER, IDENTITY, AND BELONGING.

\WHAT IS THE CENTRAL THEME OF SARA AHMED’'S Book ‘THE CULTURAL PoLITICS OF
EMOTION'?
THE CENTRAL THEME OF THE BOOK IS HOW EMOTIONS CIRCULATE AND ARE USED TO SHAPE SOCIAL NORMS, IDENTITIES, AND

POLITICAL ALLIANCES, DEMONSTRATING THAT EMOTIONS ARE NOT JUST PERSONAL FEELINGS BUT HAVE CULTURAL AND
POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE.

How DoEs SARA AHMED DEFINE THE ROLE OF EMOTIONS IN SHAPING SOCIAL NORMS?

AHMED ARGUES THAT EMOTIONS PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHAPING SOCIAL NORMS BY DIRECTING WHAT BODIES AND IDENTITIES
ARE DEEMED ACCEPTABLE OR EXCLUDED, THUS INFLUENCING INCLUSION AND EXCLUSION WITHIN SOCIAL AND POLITICAL
COMMUNITIES.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 'AFFECTIVE ECONOMIES’ IN AHMED'S WORK?

AFFECTIVE ECONOMIES REFER TO THE WAY EMOTIONS CIRCULATE BETWEEN BODIES AND SIGNS, ATTACHING THEMSELVES TO
CERTAIN OBJECTS OR GROUPS AND THERERY INFLUENCING SOCIAL AND POLITICAL RELATIONS. THIS CONCEPT HELPS EXPLAIN HOW
EMOTIONS CONTRIBUTE TO THE FORMATION OF SOCIAL HIERARCHIES AND POWER STRUCTURES.

How DoEs SARA AHMED LINK EMOTIONS TO ISSUES OF RACE AND RACISM?

AHMED SHOWS THAT EMOTIONS LIKE FEAR, HATE, AND DISGUST ARE OFTEN RACIALIZED AND USED TO JUSTIFY EXCLUSION OR
DISCRIMINATION, ILLUSTRATING HOW EMOTIONAL RESPONSES ARE CULTURALLY CONSTRUCTED AND TIED TO HISTORIES OF
RACISM AND COLONIALISM.



IN WHAT WAY DOES ' THE CULTURAL POLITICS OF EMOTION' ENGAGE WITH FEMINIST
THEORY?

THE BOOK ENGAGES WITH FEMINIST THEORY BY HIGHLIGHTING HOW EMOTIONS INTERSECT W/ITH GENDERED EXPERIENCES AND
POWER DYNAMICS, AND BY CHALLENGING TRADITIONAL VIEWS THAT SEPARATE RATIONALITY FROM EMOTION IN POLITICAL
DISCOURSE.

How CAN UNDERSTANDING THE CULTURAL POLITICS OF EMOTION HELP IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS?

UNDERSTANDING THE CULTURAL POLITICS OF EMOTION ALLOWS ACTIVISTS AND SCHOLARS TO RECOGNIZE HOW EMOTIONS
INFLUENCE PUBLIC SENTIMENT, MOBILIZE SUPPORT, AND MAINTAIN OR CHALLENGE POWER STRUCTURES, MAKING IT A VALUABLE
TOOL FOR STRATEGIZING AND FOSTERING SOLIDARITY IN SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THe CULTURAL PoLiTics ofF EMOTION BY SARA AHMED

THIS FOUNDATIONAL TEXT EXPLORES HOW EMOTIONS ARE NOT JUST PERSONAL FEELINGS BUT ARE DEEPLY EMBEDDED IN
CULTURAL AND POLITICAL CONTEXTS. AHMED ARGUES THAT EMOTIONS SHAPE THE WAY SOCIETIES ORGANIZE THEMSEL VES,
INFLUENCING POWER RELATIONS AND SOCIAL NORMS. THE BOOK EXAMINES HOW EMOTIONS LIKE FEAR, HATE, AND LOVE
CIRCULATE AND AFFECT COLLECTIVE IDENTITIES AND POLITICAL ACTIONS.

2. LivING A FEMINIST LiIFEBY SARA AHMED

IN THIS INFLUENTIAL WORK, AHMED COMBINES PERSONAL NARRATIVE WITH FEMINIST THEORY TO EXPLORE THE EVERYDAY
EXPERIENCES OF LIVING AS A FEMINIST. SHE DISCUSSES HOW FEMINIST ORIENTATIONS SHAPE ONE'S INTERACTIONS AND HOW
RESISTANCE TO SEXISM AND RACISM IS A DAILY PRACTICE. THE BOOK OFFERS INSIGHTFUL REFLECTIONS ON THE PERSISTENCE OF
FEMINIST COMMITMENTS IN THE FACE OF SYSTEMIC OPPRESSION.

3. QUEeER PHeENOMENOLOGY: ORIENTATIONS, OBJECTS, OTHERS BY SARA AHMED

AHMED INVESTIGATES HOW ORIENTATION AFFECTS THE WAY INDIVIDUALS PERCEIVE AND INTERACT WITH THE WORLD, FOCUSING
ON QUEER BODIES AND EXPERIENCES. THE BOOK CHALLENGES NORMATIVE WAYS OF BEING AND SEEING, EMPHASIZING HOW SPACE
AND DIRECTION ARE TIED TO SOCIAL NORMS AND POWER STRUCTURES. |T IS A KEY TEXT IN UNDERSTANDING THE INTERSECTION
OF PHENOMENOLOGY WITH QUEER THEORY.

4. ON BEING INCLUDED: RACISM AND DIVERSITY IN INSTITUTIONAL LIFEBY SARA AHMED

THIS BOOK CRITICALLY EXAMINES HOW INSTITUTIONS IMPLEMENT DIVERSITY POLICIES AND THE EMOTIONAL LABOR INVOLVED IN
THESE PROCESSES. AHMED REVEALS THE COMPLEXITIES AND CONTRADICTIONS WITHIN ORGANIZATIONAL ATTEMPTS TO BE
INCLUSIVE, HIGHLIGHTING HOW RACISM PERSISTS DESPITE DIVERSITY INITIATIVES. [T OFFERS A CRITICAL PERSPECTIVE ON
INSTITUTIONAL CHANGE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE WORK.

5. THE AFFECT THEORY READER EDITED BY MELISSA GREGG AND GREGORY J. SEIGWORTH

THIS COLLECTION OF ESSAYS OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF AFFECT THEORY, WHICH IS CLOSELY RELATED TO
AHMED’S WORK ON EMOTIONS. THE BOOK INCLUDES INFLUENTIAL WRITINGS THAT EXPLORE THE ROLE OF AFFECT AND EMOTION IN
CULTURE, POLITICS, AND SOCIAL LIFE. [T IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE BROADER THEORETICAL LANDSCAPE
SURROUNDING CULTURAL EMOTIONS.

6. EMOTIONS AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS EDITED BY HELENA FLAM AND DEBRA KING

THIS EDITED VOLUME EXPLORES THE ROLE OF EMOTIONS IN THE FORMATION AND DYNAMICS OF SOCIAL MOVEMENTS. |T PROVIDES
EMPIRICAL STUDIES AND THEORETICAL INSIGHTS ON HOW EMOTIONS MOTIVATE COLLECTIVE ACTION AND SUSTAIN POLITICAL
ENGAGEMENT. THE BOOK COMPLEMENTS AHMED’S EXPLORATION OF EMOTIONS BY SITUATING THEM IN ACTIVIST CONTEXTS.

7. FEeLING Power: EMoTIONS AND EDUCATION BY NEL NODDINGS

NODDINGS EXAMINES THE ROLE OF EMOTIONS IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS, EMPHASIZING THE ETHICAL DIMENSIONS OF CARE AND
EMPATHY. THE BOOK DISCUSSES HOW EMOTIONAL ENGAGEMENT SHAPES LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS AND INTERPERSONAL
RELATIONSHIPS. |IT PROVIDES A COMPLEMENTARY PERSPECTIVE TO AHMED’S CULTURAL APPROACH BY FOCUSING ON EMOTIONAL
PRACTICES IN EDUCATION.



8. OrDINARY AFFECTS BY KATHLEEN STEWART

STEWART’S BOOK DELVES INTO THE EVERYDAY EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCES THAT SHAPE SOCIAL LIFE, ALIGNING WITH AHMED’S
INTEREST IN THE ORDINARY CIRCULATION OF EMOTIONS. THROUGH VIVID ETHNOGRAPHIC WRITING, SHE CAPTURES THE SUBTLE
AFFECTS THAT INFLUENCE PERCEPTIONS AND INTERACTIONS. THE WORK HIGHLIGHTS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SEEMINGLY MUNDANE
EMOTIONS IN CULTURAL POLITICS.

9. EmoTioNAL COMMUNITIES IN THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES BY BARBARA H. ROSENWEIN
THIS HISTORICAL STUDY EXPLORES HOW EMOTIONS FUNCTIONED WITHIN COMMUNITIES DURING THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES,
OFFERING A LONG-TERM PERSPECTIVE ON THE CULTURAL POLITICS OF EMOTION. ROSENWEIN ARGUES THAT EMOTIONAL NORMS

CREATE BONDS AND BOUNDARIES WITHIN GROUPS, SHAPING SOCIAL COHESION AND CONFLICT. THE BOOK ENRICHES
UNDERSTANDING OF HOW EMOTIONS HAVE HISTORICALLY BEEN POLITICIZED AND REGULATED.
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