schools in louisiana for physical
therapy

schools in louisiana for physical therapy offer a variety of programs
designed to prepare students for successful careers in this growing
healthcare field. Physical therapy is a vital profession focused on helping
patients recover mobility and manage pain through therapeutic exercises and
treatments. Louisiana features several accredited institutions that provide
comprehensive education in physical therapy, ranging from undergraduate
prerequisites to doctoral programs. Prospective students can find options
that emphasize clinical experience, research, and interdisciplinary
collaboration. This article explores the top schools in Louisiana for
physical therapy, program structures, admission requirements, and career
prospects within the state. Additionally, it covers accreditation standards
and licensure pathways essential for practicing physical therapy in
Louisiana. Below is an overview of the topics discussed in this comprehensive
guide.

e Top Schools in Louisiana for Physical Therapy

e Physical Therapy Programs and Curriculum

e Admission Requirements for Physical Therapy Schools
e Accreditation and Licensing in Louisiana

e Career Opportunities and Job Outlook

Top Schools in Louisiana for Physical Therapy

Several universities and colleges in Louisiana offer well-regarded programs
in physical therapy. These institutions provide students with the
foundational knowledge and clinical skills necessary to excel in the
profession. The schools vary in terms of program length, specialization
options, and clinical partnerships, but all maintain rigorous academic
standards.

Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center

Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center (LSUHSC) in New Orleans is
one of the premier institutions offering a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT)
program. The program is designed to prepare students for licensure and
clinical practice through a blend of classroom instruction and hands-on



clinical experience. LSUHSC emphasizes evidence-based practice and
interdisciplinary collaboration.

University of Louisiana at Monroe

The University of Louisiana at Monroe (ULM) offers a comprehensive physical
therapy program that includes both undergraduate prerequisites and a
graduate-level DPT. ULM's program focuses on developing clinical reasoning
skills and practical experience through partnerships with healthcare
providers across the region.

Other Institutions Offering Related Programs

While not all schools offer full DPT programs, several Louisiana institutions
provide relevant undergraduate degrees in kinesiology, exercise science, or
health sciences that serve as preparation for graduate physical therapy
education. These schools include Tulane University and Southeastern Louisiana
University.

Physical Therapy Programs and Curriculum

Programs at Louisiana schools for physical therapy typically follow a
structured curriculum that integrates scientific theory with clinical
application. The coursework covers anatomy, physiology, biomechanics,
pathology, therapeutic techniques, and patient care ethics.

Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) Curriculum

The DPT programs generally span three years of full-time study beyond the
undergraduate degree. The curriculum includes:

e Advanced human anatomy and physiology

e Neuromuscular and musculoskeletal examination and treatment
e Pharmacology relevant to physical therapy

e Clinical pathology and diagnostic imaging

e Therapeutic exercise and manual therapy techniques

e Professional ethics and healthcare policy

e Extensive clinical internships in diverse healthcare settings



This combination of coursework and clinical experience ensures graduates are
prepared for direct patient care roles and professional licensure.

Undergraduate Preparation

Before admission to a DPT program, students must complete prerequisite
courses in biology, chemistry, physics, and psychology, among others. Many
schools in Louisiana offer these prerequisite courses within their health
science or kinesiology departments. Completing these courses with strong
academic performance is essential for competitive admission to graduate
physical therapy schools.

Admission Requirements for Physical Therapy
Schools

Admission to physical therapy programs in Louisiana is competitive and
requires applicants to meet several academic and experiential criteria. These
requirements help ensure candidates are well-prepared for the rigors of
physical therapy education.

Academic Prerequisites

Applicants must typically have completed a bachelor's degree with specific
prerequisite courses including:

e General Biology with lab

e General Chemistry with lab

e Organic Chemistry or Biochemistry
e Physics with lab

e Anatomy and Physiology

e Psychology

e Statistics

Minimum GPA requirements vary by school but generally fall between 3.0 and
3.5 on a 4.0 scale.



Additional Admission Criteria

Beyond academic credentials, applicants often need to submit GRE scores,
letters of recommendation, and a personal statement. Many programs also
require documented volunteer or work experience in a physical therapy or
related healthcare setting. Interviews may be part of the admission process
to assess communication skills and professional motivation.

Accreditation and Licensing in Louilsiana

Accreditation ensures the quality and credibility of physical therapy
education programs. Graduates must also obtain state licensure to practice
legally in Louisiana.

Accreditation of Physical Therapy Programs

The Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE) is the
primary accrediting body for physical therapy education in the United States.
Schools in Louisiana offering DPT programs must be CAPTE-accredited to ensure
the curriculum meets national standards. This accreditation is essential for
graduates to qualify for licensure exams and professional practice.

Licensing Requirements in Louisiana

After completing an accredited DPT program, graduates must pass the National
Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE) administered by the Federation of State
Boards of Physical Therapy. In addition to passing the NPTE, applicants must
fulfill Louisiana state-specific requirements, which may include:

e Criminal background checks
e Proof of CPR certification

e Application for licensure with the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board

Maintaining licensure requires continuing education to stay current with
advances in physical therapy practice.

Career Opportunities and Job Outlook

Graduates from schools in Louisiana for physical therapy have a wide range of
career options available within the state and beyond. The demand for
qualified physical therapists continues to rise due to an aging population
and increased emphasis on rehabilitative care.



Employment Settings
Physical therapists in Louisiana find employment in diverse settings,
including:

e Hospitals and inpatient rehabilitation centers

e Qutpatient clinics and private practices

e Skilled nursing and long-term care facilities

e Sports and fitness centers

e Home health care services

e Schools and pediatric therapy providers

Job Outlook and Salary Expectations

The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects steady growth in physical therapy
employment nationwide, which is mirrored in Louisiana's healthcare market.
Physical therapists in Louisiana can expect competitive salaries that vary
based on experience, location, and work setting. Continual professional
development and specialization can enhance career advancement opportunities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some top schools in Louisiana offering
physical therapy programs?

Some top schools in Louisiana offering physical therapy programs include
Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center in New Orleans and
University of Louisiana at Monroe, both known for their accredited Doctor of
Physical Therapy (DPT) programs.

Does Louisiana State University offer a Doctor of
Physical Therapy program?

Yes, Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center in New Orleans offers
an accredited Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) program designed to prepare
students for a career in physical therapy.



Are there accredited physical therapy programs in
Louisiana?

Yes, Louisiana has accredited physical therapy programs, such as the Doctor
of Physical Therapy program at LSU Health Sciences Center and University of
Louisiana at Monroe, both accredited by the Commission on Accreditation in
Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE).

What is the admission requirement for physical
therapy schools in Louisiana?

Admission requirements typically include a bachelor's degree with
prerequisite courses in biology, chemistry, physics, and anatomy, a
competitive GPA, GRE scores, letters of recommendation, and relevant
healthcare experience.

Can I complete physical therapy clinical rotations
in Louisiana schools?

Yes, Louisiana physical therapy programs incorporate clinical rotations as
part of the curriculum, allowing students to gain hands-on experience in
various healthcare settings throughout the state.

Are there part-time or online physical therapy
programs available in Louisiana?

Most physical therapy programs in Louisiana are full-time and on-campus due
to the hands-on nature of the training, though some schools may offer hybrid
courses for prerequisite classes. Fully online DPT programs are rare and
typically require in-person clinical components.

What career support do Louisiana physical therapy
schools provide to graduates?

Schools like LSU Health Sciences Center offer career services including job
placement assistance, networking opportunities, preparation for licensure
exams, and continuing education resources to support graduates entering the
physical therapy profession.

Additional Resources

1. Physical Therapy Education in Louisiana: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers an in-depth overview of the physical therapy programs
available across Louisiana. It covers curriculum details, admission
requirements, and clinical training opportunities in various schools.
Students and educators alike will find valuable insights into the state’s



unique educational landscape for physical therapy.

2. Exploring Louisiana’s Top Physical Therapy Schools

Designed for prospective students, this guide reviews the top-ranked physical
therapy schools in Louisiana. It includes profiles of institutions, faculty
expertise, and student resources. The book also highlights the distinct
cultural and regional aspects that influence physical therapy education in
the state.

3. Clinical Experiences in Louisiana Physical Therapy Programs

Focusing on the practical side of physical therapy education, this book
examines the clinical placement opportunities in Louisiana schools. It
discusses partnerships with hospitals, rehabilitation centers, and community
clinics. Readers gain an understanding of hands-on learning and patient care
experiences integral to Louisiana’s programs.

4. Innovations in Physical Therapy Education: Louisiana Perspectives

This volume explores recent advancements and teaching methodologies adopted
by Louisiana’s physical therapy schools. Topics include technology
integration, simulation labs, and interprofessional education. The book
provides a forward-looking view of how Louisiana is shaping the future of
physical therapy training.

5. Louisiana Physical Therapy Curriculum: Standards and Trends

A detailed analysis of curriculum development in Louisiana’s physical therapy
programs, this book addresses accreditation standards and evolving
educational trends. It reviews course structures, competencies, and
specialization options. Educators and students will benefit from
understanding how these curricula prepare therapists for diverse clinical
settings.

6. Student Life and Support Services at Louisiana Physical Therapy Schools
This book highlights the student experience within physical therapy programs
across Louisiana. It covers academic support, mentorship, wellness resources,
and extracurricular activities. Insightful anecdotes and testimonials provide
a personal look at life as a physical therapy student in the state.

7. Licensure and Career Pathways for Louisiana Physical Therapy Graduates
Detailing the steps from graduation to professional practice, this guide
covers licensure requirements specific to Louisiana. It also explores career
opportunities within the state’s healthcare system and beyond. Students and
new graduates will find practical advice on navigating their professional
journeys.

8. Community Impact of Physical Therapy Schools in Louisiana

This book examines how physical therapy education programs contribute to
local communities through outreach and service. It includes case studies of
school-led health initiatives and partnerships with underserved populations.
The text underscores the societal role of Louisiana’s physical therapy
institutions.



9. Historical Development of Physical Therapy Education in Louisiana

Tracing the origins and growth of physical therapy schools in Louisiana, this
book provides historical context to the profession’s education in the state.
It details key milestones, influential educators, and policy changes over
time. Readers gain appreciation for the legacy and evolution of physical
therapy training in Louisiana.
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