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showboat hotel and casino las vegas holds a unique place in the history and development of Las

Vegas's vibrant hospitality and gaming industry. Known for its blend of entertainment, lodging, and

gaming options, the Showboat has served as a notable destination for visitors seeking a classic Vegas

experience combined with modern amenities. This article explores the origins, amenities, entertainment

offerings, and the evolving role of the Showboat hotel and casino in Las Vegas. Additionally, it

highlights the property's impact on local tourism and its adaptability in a competitive market. Readers

will gain comprehensive insight into what makes the Showboat a distinct part of Las Vegas's hospitality

landscape. The following table of contents outlines the key areas covered in this detailed overview.
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History and Background of Showboat Hotel and Casino Las



Vegas

The Showboat hotel and casino las vegas first opened its doors in 1954, establishing itself as a family-

friendly resort that stood apart from the more adult-oriented casinos on the Strip. Originally located on

the Boulder Highway, the Showboat was designed to attract locals and tourists seeking a more

relaxed, affordable gaming and lodging alternative. Over the decades, it underwent several renovations

and ownership changes, adapting to the evolving demands of the Las Vegas market. Its legacy

includes hosting various entertainment acts and contributing to the growth of off-Strip gaming options.

The history of the Showboat reflects the broader trends in Las Vegas’s hospitality and gaming sectors,

showcasing resilience and innovation.

Early Years and Development

In its early years, the Showboat positioned itself as a family-friendly venue, focusing on amenities that

catered to both adults and children. This approach distinguished it from many other Las Vegas

casinos, which primarily targeted gamblers and nightlife enthusiasts. The property included a bowling

alley, a popular feature that attracted local residents as well as visitors. This combination of

entertainment and gaming made the Showboat a community hub during the mid-20th century.

Ownership Transitions

Throughout its operational life, the Showboat hotel and casino las vegas changed hands multiple

times. Each new owner brought different strategies to enhance the property’s appeal and

competitiveness. Notably, in the 2000s, the casino underwent renovations aimed at modernizing its

facilities while preserving its unique charm. These ownership transitions played a pivotal role in

shaping the Showboat’s current identity within the Las Vegas hospitality market.



Accommodations and Amenities

The Showboat hotel and casino las vegas offers a variety of accommodations designed to meet

diverse guest preferences and budgets. Rooms and suites are equipped with essential amenities that

provide comfort and convenience for both short-term visitors and extended stays. The property’s

amenities extend beyond typical lodging features, incorporating recreational facilities and services that

enhance the overall guest experience.

Room Types and Features

Guests can choose from standard rooms, deluxe suites, and specialty accommodations that include

spacious layouts and upgraded furnishings. Each room is designed to provide a comfortable retreat

with modern conveniences such as high-speed internet, flat-screen televisions, and in-room coffee

makers. The emphasis on comfort and value makes the Showboat an attractive option for travelers

seeking affordable yet quality accommodations.

Additional Amenities

Beyond the rooms, the Showboat offers a range of amenities including a swimming pool, fitness

center, and a full-service spa. These facilities contribute to a well-rounded guest experience,

accommodating leisure and wellness needs. The hotel also features conference and event spaces

suitable for business meetings and social gatherings, demonstrating versatility in its service offerings.

Casino and Gaming Experience

The gaming floor at the Showboat hotel and casino las vegas provides a diverse selection of casino

games catering to both casual players and serious gamblers. The casino maintains a welcoming

atmosphere with an emphasis on customer service and accessibility. It continues to be a favored

destination for those looking to enjoy a traditional Las Vegas gaming experience off the main Strip.



Game Selection

The casino features a variety of gaming options including slot machines, video poker, table games

such as blackjack, poker, roulette, and craps. This broad spectrum of games ensures that visitors with

different preferences and skill levels can find suitable entertainment. The Showboat also periodically

hosts poker tournaments and special gaming events to engage its patrons.

Player Rewards and Promotions

The Showboat offers a player rewards program designed to incentivize frequent gaming and enhance

customer loyalty. Regular promotions, including match play offers, free slot play, and discounted

dining, are part of the casino’s strategy to attract and retain guests. These marketing efforts contribute

to a dynamic gaming environment that benefits both the property and its visitors.

Entertainment and Dining Options

Entertainment has always been a cornerstone of the Showboat hotel and casino las vegas experience.

Over the years, it has featured a variety of live performances, from music acts to comedy shows,

catering to diverse audiences. Dining options at the Showboat complement the entertainment offerings,

providing guests with a range of culinary choices.

Live Shows and Events

The Showboat has hosted numerous entertainers and events, establishing itself as a venue for quality

live entertainment. The intimate setting allows for a more personal connection between performers and

audiences. This focus on entertainment enhances the overall appeal of the property and offers guests

an engaging alternative to gaming.



Restaurants and Bars

The dining venues at the Showboat include casual eateries, buffet options, and bars that serve a

variety of food and beverage choices. The menus often feature classic American cuisine alongside

international dishes, accommodating diverse tastes. Additionally, the bars provide a relaxed

atmosphere for socializing and enjoying cocktails, complementing the casino’s lively environment.

Location and Accessibility

Situated on Boulder Highway, the Showboat hotel and casino las vegas enjoys a strategic location that

appeals to both local residents and tourists seeking alternatives to the busy Strip. Its accessibility and

proximity to major highways make it convenient for visitors traveling by car. The location also allows

the property to serve as a gateway to other attractions in the Las Vegas metropolitan area.

Transportation Options

The Showboat is accessible via multiple transportation methods, including car rentals, taxis, and public

transit. Ample parking is available on-site, which is a significant advantage for guests who prefer to

drive. The property’s location near key highways facilitates easy travel to and from the Las Vegas

Strip, downtown Las Vegas, and surrounding neighborhoods.

Nearby Attractions

In addition to its own amenities, the Showboat is close to several notable attractions such as local

shopping centers, golf courses, and recreational parks. This proximity enhances the appeal of the hotel

and casino for guests interested in exploring beyond gaming and entertainment. The location thus

supports a broad range of visitor interests and activities.



Recent Developments and Future Prospects

The Showboat hotel and casino las vegas has undergone recent changes aimed at revitalizing the

property and expanding its market presence. These developments reflect the broader trends in the Las

Vegas hospitality industry, where innovation and diversification are key to sustained success. The

future prospects of the Showboat involve potential renovations, new entertainment concepts, and

strategic partnerships to enhance its competitive edge.

Renovation and Modernization Efforts

Recent renovation projects have focused on upgrading guest rooms, modernizing the casino floor, and

improving dining facilities. These efforts are designed to attract a new generation of visitors while

retaining the loyal customer base. Emphasis on technology integration and enhanced guest services is

a central component of the modernization strategy.

Expansion Plans and Market Positioning

Plans for expansion include potential additions to entertainment venues and the introduction of new

gaming experiences. The Showboat aims to position itself as a premier off-Strip destination that offers

a unique combination of affordability, quality, and entertainment. By adapting to changing market

demands, the property seeks to maintain its relevance in the competitive Las Vegas landscape.

Rich history as a family-friendly and local-focused casino

Diverse accommodations with modern amenities

Comprehensive gaming options and player rewards

Varied entertainment and dining experiences



Strategic location with excellent accessibility

Ongoing renovations and future growth initiatives

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the history of the Showboat Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas?

The Showboat Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas originally opened in 1954. It was known for its bowling

alley and family-friendly atmosphere before closing in 2000. The property has undergone several

redevelopment plans since then.

Is the Showboat Hotel and Casino currently open in Las Vegas?

No, the Showboat Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas is currently closed. The property was closed in 2000

and has been subject to various redevelopment proposals but has not reopened as a casino.

Where was the Showboat Hotel and Casino located in Las Vegas?

The Showboat Hotel and Casino was located on the Las Vegas Strip at 4500 West Tropicana Avenue,

near the southern end of the Strip.

What made the Showboat Hotel and Casino unique compared to other

Las Vegas casinos?

The Showboat was unique for its family-friendly environment, featuring a large bowling alley and

avoiding the typical adult-centric casino vibe. It was one of the few casinos catering to families in Las

Vegas during its operation.



Are there any current redevelopment plans for the Showboat Hotel and

Casino site?

As of recent reports, there have been proposals to redevelop the Showboat site into a new hotel and

casino or other commercial projects, but no confirmed construction has begun yet.

Did the Showboat Hotel and Casino host any notable events or

entertainment?

The Showboat was known for its bowling tournaments and family-oriented entertainment rather than

major headline shows, setting it apart from other Las Vegas resorts.

Who owned the Showboat Hotel and Casino during its operation?

The Showboat was originally developed by William J. Moore and later owned by Harrah's

Entertainment before closing in 2000.

What amenities were available at the Showboat Hotel and Casino?

The Showboat featured a casino, hotel rooms, a large bowling alley, multiple dining options, and a

pool, catering to families and casual visitors.

Why did the Showboat Hotel and Casino close in Las Vegas?

The Showboat closed due to increased competition on the Las Vegas Strip and a shift in the market

away from family-friendly casinos, leading to declining profitability.

Additional Resources

1. Showboat Las Vegas: A Legacy on the Strip

This book explores the rich history of the Showboat Hotel and Casino, from its opening in 1954 to its

transformation over the decades. It delves into the unique family-friendly atmosphere that set it apart



from other Las Vegas resorts. Readers will find detailed accounts of its role in the community and its

influence on the local entertainment scene.

2. The Rise and Fall of Showboat Casino

A comprehensive look at the economic and social factors that led to the eventual closure of the

Showboat Hotel and Casino. The book covers the casino’s peak years, competition with larger resorts,

and the challenges faced in maintaining relevance in a rapidly evolving Las Vegas market. It also

discusses the broader implications for mid-sized casinos in the city.

3. Showboat Memories: Stories from Las Vegas’ Classic Resort

This collection of personal stories and anecdotes from employees, guests, and entertainers provides

an intimate glimpse into the everyday life at the Showboat. From behind-the-scenes tales to

memorable events, the book captures the spirit of the hotel and the people who made it special. It

offers a nostalgic look at a bygone era of Las Vegas.

4. Casino Architecture: The Design of Showboat Las Vegas

Focusing on the architectural elements and design philosophy behind the Showboat Hotel and Casino,

this book highlights how the resort blended functionality with a welcoming environment. It includes rare

photographs, blueprints, and interviews with the architects and designers. The book also compares

Showboat’s design to other iconic casinos on the Strip.

5. Showboat and the Evolution of Family-Friendly Vegas

This book examines how the Showboat pioneered the concept of family-friendly entertainment in Las

Vegas, offering attractions and amenities that appealed to all ages. It discusses the marketing

strategies and the impact this approach had on the city’s tourism industry. The narrative also covers

how this concept influenced other resorts.

6. Showboat Casino: The Entertainment Hub of the 80s

Chronicling the vibrant entertainment scene at the Showboat during the 1980s, this book showcases

the diverse lineup of performers and events that drew crowds. It highlights notable shows, concerts,

and celebrity appearances that made the casino a hotspot. The author provides insights into how the



entertainment offerings helped shape the casino’s identity.

7. From Riverboat to Vegas Strip: The Story of Showboat

Exploring the origins of the Showboat brand and its expansion into Las Vegas, this book provides

context about the company’s beginnings and its strategic move to the desert. It details the challenges

and successes encountered during the launch of the Las Vegas property. The book also touches on

the broader history of riverboat-themed casinos.

8. Showboat Hotel: A Photographer’s Journey

A visually rich book filled with rare and stunning photographs documenting the Showboat Hotel and

Casino throughout its operational years. The collection captures everything from grand opening

celebrations to everyday scenes around the property. Accompanied by descriptive captions, it offers a

unique artistic perspective on the resort’s legacy.

9. Preserving the Past: Showboat’s Place in Las Vegas History

This book focuses on efforts to preserve the cultural and historical significance of the Showboat Hotel

and Casino. It discusses preservation campaigns, memorabilia collections, and the importance of

remembering mid-century Las Vegas landmarks. The author argues for the value of maintaining

historical connections amid the city’s constant reinvention.
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