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small business grants mn are essential resources for entrepreneurs and small business owners across
Minnesota seeking financial support to start, expand, or sustain their operations. These grants provide non-
repayable funds that can help cover startup costs, equipment purchases, marketing efforts, and other
business expenses. Understanding the variety of grants available, eligibility criteria, and application
processes is crucial for maximizing the chances of obtaining this funding. Minnesota offers a range of small
business grants tailored to different industries, business sizes, and community needs. This article explores
the top small business grant opportunities in Minnesota, eligibility requirements, application tips, and
additional resources to assist local businesses. The following sections will guide readers through the
landscape of small business grants mn, providing a comprehensive overview to empower business owners
across the state.
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Top Small Business Grants Available in Minnesota

Eligibility Criteria for Small Business Grants MN

How to Apply for Small Business Grants in Minnesota
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Overview of Small Business Grants in Minnesota
Small business grants mn are financial awards provided by government agencies, nonprofit organizations,
and private entities to support the growth and sustainability of small enterprises in Minnesota. Unlike loans,
grants do not require repayment, making them highly desirable for startups and established businesses
alike. These grants can be industry-specific, targeted towards minority-owned businesses, or aimed at
promoting economic development in underserved areas. Understanding the scope and purpose of these
grants is fundamental for small business owners looking to leverage available funding.

Purpose and Importance of Small Business Grants MN
The primary purpose of small business grants in Minnesota is to stimulate economic growth by supporting
entrepreneurship and innovation. These grants help reduce financial barriers, encourage job creation, and
promote community development. For many businesses, securing a grant can mean the difference



between scaling operations or facing financial hardships.

Types of Small Business Grants in Minnesota
There are various types of grants available, including:

Startup grants for new businesses

Expansion grants for existing businesses

Research and development grants for innovation

Grants targeting minority-owned, women-owned, or veteran-owned businesses

Industry-specific grants for sectors like technology, agriculture, or manufacturing

Top Small Business Grants Available in Minnesota
Several prominent grants stand out as valuable options for small business owners in Minnesota. These
grants offer diverse funding opportunities tailored to different business needs and objectives.

Minnesota Job Creation Fund
The Minnesota Job Creation Fund is designed to incentivize businesses to create and retain quality jobs.
This grant provides financial assistance based on the number of new jobs created and the wages paid,
supporting businesses that contribute to the state’s economic development.

Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development
(DEED) Grants
DEED offers multiple grant programs aimed at small businesses, including grants for innovation, technology
adoption, and community development projects. DEED grants often focus on underserved communities and
industries with high growth potential.



Small Business Development Center (SBDC) Grant Programs
While the SBDC primarily offers consulting services, it frequently collaborates with local partners to
provide grant opportunities and assistance in securing funding for small businesses throughout Minnesota.

Local and Regional Grant Opportunities
Many cities and counties in Minnesota offer localized small business grants to stimulate economic growth
within their communities. Examples include:

Minneapolis Neighborhood Revitalization Program grants

St. Paul Small Business Emergency Grants

Greater Minnesota Economic Development grants

Eligibility Criteria for Small Business Grants MN
Eligibility requirements for small business grants in Minnesota vary depending on the specific grant
program. However, certain common criteria apply across most grants to ensure that funds are awarded to
qualifying businesses.

Business Size and Type
Most small business grants target businesses that meet the Small Business Administration’s (SBA) size
standards, typically defined by employee count or annual revenue. Grants may also specify eligible
industries or business types, such as manufacturing, technology, or retail.

Location Requirements
Grants often require the business to operate within Minnesota or within specific regions or municipalities.
Some grants focus on economically distressed or underserved areas to encourage localized economic
development.



Ownership and Demographic Qualifications
Certain grants prioritize businesses owned by minorities, women, veterans, or other historically
disadvantaged groups. Proof of ownership and demographic status is usually required during the application
process.

Use of Funds
Grant programs specify allowable uses for the funds, such as equipment purchases, employee training,
marketing, or research and development. Applicants must demonstrate how the grant money will be
specifically utilized to meet program goals.

How to Apply for Small Business Grants in Minnesota
The application process for small business grants mn involves several key steps to ensure compliance and
improve the likelihood of approval. Careful preparation and attention to detail are essential.

Research Available Grants
Start by identifying grant opportunities that align with the business’s industry, size, and goals. Thoroughly
review eligibility criteria, funding amounts, deadlines, and application requirements.

Prepare Required Documentation
Common documents include business plans, financial statements, tax returns, proof of ownership, and
descriptions of how the grant funds will be used. Some grants may require letters of support or community
impact statements.

Write a Strong Grant Proposal
A compelling grant proposal clearly outlines the business’s objectives, the project or need for funding,
expected outcomes, and how the grant aligns with the grantor’s priorities. Using data and measurable goals
strengthens the application.

Submit and Follow Up
Submit the application by the deadline and maintain communication with the grant provider to address any



questions or provide additional information promptly. Tracking the application status is important for
timely responses.

Additional Resources and Support for Minnesota Small Businesses
Beyond grants, Minnesota offers a variety of resources aimed at supporting small business success. These
resources can complement grant funding and provide ongoing assistance.

Small Business Development Centers (SBDCs)
SBDCs provide free or low-cost consulting services, training workshops, and assistance with business
planning and financing. They are valuable partners for grant research and application support.

Minnesota Chamber of Commerce
The Chamber offers networking opportunities, advocacy, and educational programs that can help small
business owners stay informed about funding opportunities and business regulations.

Local Economic Development Agencies
Many counties and cities have economic development offices that provide grants, loans, and technical
assistance to local businesses. Engaging with these agencies can open doors to additional financial support.

Online Grant Databases and Tools
Utilizing online platforms to search for and track grant opportunities ensures businesses do not miss
deadlines and can identify new funding sources as they become available.

Regularly monitor state government websites for updates on grants

Subscribe to newsletters from economic development organizations

Engage with community business groups for shared knowledge



Frequently Asked Questions

What are small business grants available in Minnesota in 2024?
In 2024, Minnesota offers several small business grants such as the Minnesota Small Business Relief Grants,
DEED's Small Business Emergency Grants, and grants from local economic development organizations.
These grants aim to support business growth, innovation, and recovery from economic challenges.

Who is eligible for small business grants in Minnesota?
Eligibility for small business grants in Minnesota typically includes criteria such as being a registered
Minnesota business, having a certain number of employees (often under 50), demonstrating financial need
or growth potential, and sometimes focusing on specific industries or underserved communities. Each grant
program has its own specific eligibility requirements.

How can I apply for a small business grant in Minnesota?
To apply for a small business grant in Minnesota, visit the official websites of the Minnesota Department of
Employment and Economic Development (DEED), local government economic development offices, or
specific grant programs. Prepare required documents like business plans, financial statements, and proof of
eligibility, then complete the online application or submit the required forms before the deadline.

Are there grants specifically for minority-owned small businesses in
Minnesota?
Yes, Minnesota offers grants specifically aimed at minority-owned small businesses. Programs such as the
Minnesota DEED's Targeted Business Program and grants from organizations like the Minnesota Black
Chamber of Commerce provide financial assistance and resources to help minority entrepreneurs grow
their businesses.

Can startup businesses qualify for small business grants in Minnesota?
Some startup businesses may qualify for small business grants in Minnesota, especially if the grant program
targets new businesses or innovation-driven enterprises. However, many grants require a minimum
operating period or revenue threshold, so it's important to review the specific grant criteria before
applying.

What is the difference between a small business grant and a loan in
Minnesota?
A small business grant in Minnesota is a form of financial assistance that does not require repayment,
intended to support business growth or recovery. A loan, on the other hand, must be repaid with interest.



Grants are often more competitive and have specific usage guidelines, while loans provide more flexible
funding but come with repayment obligations.

Where can I find updates on new small business grants in Minnesota?
Updates on new small business grants in Minnesota can be found on the Minnesota Department of
Employment and Economic Development (DEED) website, local economic development agencies, the
Small Business Administration (SBA) regional office, and business support organizations. Subscribing to
newsletters and following these organizations on social media can also help you stay informed.

Additional Resources
1. Unlocking Small Business Grants in Minnesota: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers a detailed overview of available grants specifically tailored for small businesses in
Minnesota. It walks entrepreneurs through the application process, eligibility criteria, and tips for writing
successful grant proposals. Ideal for both new and established business owners looking to secure funding
without taking on debt.

2. Funding Your Minnesota Startup: Navigating Small Business Grants
Focused on startups, this guide helps new business owners understand the landscape of grants in Minnesota.
It covers state and local government programs, as well as private and nonprofit grant opportunities. Readers
will find practical advice on preparing their business plans to increase funding chances.

3. The Minnesota Entrepreneur’s Handbook to Grants and Resources
This handbook compiles various resources and grants available to Minnesota entrepreneurs. It provides
insights on how to leverage these opportunities for business growth and sustainability. The book also
includes case studies of successful grant recipients and their strategies.

4. Small Business Grants in Minnesota: Strategies for Success
A strategic guide focused on helping small businesses identify the right grants and maximize their chances
of approval. It discusses grant writing techniques, common pitfalls to avoid, and how to align business goals
with grant objectives. Perfect for business owners aiming to expand or innovate.

5. Grant Writing Made Easy for Minnesota Small Businesses
This book simplifies the often complex grant writing process with step-by-step instructions tailored to
Minnesota’s small business community. It includes templates, sample applications, and advice from grant
reviewers. Entrepreneurs will gain confidence in crafting compelling proposals.

6. Accessing Minnesota’s Small Business Grant Programs
An informative guide that highlights the most current and relevant grant programs for Minnesota small
businesses. It explains eligibility requirements, application deadlines, and funding amounts. The book also
offers tips on maintaining compliance after receiving a grant.



7. Financial Boost: Minnesota Small Business Grants and Loans Explained
This resource compares grants and loan options available to Minnesota small businesses, helping readers
understand the benefits and obligations of each. It assists entrepreneurs in choosing the best funding path for
their unique needs. The book also discusses combining grants with other financing methods.

8. Local and State Grants for Minnesota Small Businesses
Focused on local and state opportunities, this book provides a thorough list of grant programs available in
Minnesota’s various regions. It includes guidance on connecting with economic development agencies and
community organizations. Readers will learn how to tap into regional support networks.

9. Grow Your Minnesota Business: A Grant Seeker’s Toolkit
This toolkit-style book equips small business owners with practical tools to identify, apply for, and manage
grants in Minnesota. It covers everything from researching grant databases to tracking grant spending and
reporting outcomes. A must-have for entrepreneurs committed to sustainable growth through grant
funding.
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