
south carolina slp license
south carolina slp license is an essential credential for speech-language pathologists who wish to
practice professionally within the state. Obtaining this license ensures that practitioners meet the
rigorous standards set by South Carolina’s licensing board, safeguarding public health and
promoting quality speech therapy services. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the
requirements, application process, continuing education, and renewal procedures associated with
the South Carolina SLP license. Additionally, it addresses important considerations such as
temporary permits, scope of practice, and maintaining compliance with state regulations. Whether
you are a new graduate, an experienced clinician, or an out-of-state professional seeking licensure,
understanding these elements is crucial for a successful career as a speech-language pathologist in
South Carolina.
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Requirements for Obtaining a South Carolina SLP
License
To obtain a South Carolina SLP license, applicants must fulfill specific educational, examination, and
professional prerequisites established by the South Carolina Department of Labor, Licensing and
Regulation (LLR). These requirements ensure that licensed speech-language pathologists possess
the necessary knowledge and clinical competence to provide effective communication disorder
treatment.

Educational Qualifications
Applicants must hold a master’s degree or higher in speech-language pathology from a program
accredited by the Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology
(CAA). The curriculum should include both academic coursework and supervised clinical practicum
experiences, consistent with the standards set by the American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association (ASHA).



Clinical Fellowship
Completion of a Clinical Fellowship (CF) is mandatory. This supervised professional experience
typically lasts 36 weeks and involves direct client contact under the mentorship of a licensed and
certified speech-language pathologist. The CF is designed to bridge the gap between academic
preparation and independent professional practice.

Examination Requirements
Passing the Praxis Examination in Speech-Language Pathology administered by the Educational
Testing Service (ETS) is a key licensing criterion. The exam evaluates applicants’ knowledge in areas
such as speech sound disorders, language development, neurogenic communication disorders, and
swallowing.

Additional Requirements
Applicants must also submit to a criminal background check and provide proof of good moral
character. These measures protect clients and uphold the integrity of the profession.

Application Process and Documentation
The application process for a South Carolina SLP license involves submitting detailed documentation
and fees to the state licensing board. Adhering to procedural guidelines helps ensure timely
processing and approval.

Application Submission
Prospective licensees must complete the official application form provided by the South Carolina
LLR. The form requires personal information, educational background, clinical fellowship details,
and verification of examination scores.

Required Documentation
Supporting documents must accompany the application, including:

Official transcripts from accredited academic institutions

Verification of Clinical Fellowship completion

Official Praxis exam score report

Criminal background check results

Proof of ASHA Certificate of Clinical Competence (optional but recommended)



Fees and Processing Time
Applicants are required to pay a non-refundable application fee as specified by the licensing board.
Processing times may vary but typically range from several weeks to a few months depending on the
completeness of the application and verification procedures.

Continuing Education and License Renewal
Maintaining a South Carolina SLP license requires ongoing professional development and adherence
to renewal protocols. These measures ensure that practitioners remain current with advances in
speech-language pathology and comply with state regulations.

Continuing Education Requirements
Licensees must complete a minimum number of continuing education units (CEUs) within each
renewal cycle. South Carolina requires at least 20 contact hours of continuing education every two
years, with content relevant to speech-language pathology practice.

Approved Providers and Course Types
Continuing education courses must be approved by recognized providers, including ASHA, state
professional associations, universities, or accredited training organizations. Acceptable formats
include seminars, workshops, online courses, and professional conferences.

License Renewal Process
Renewal applications must be submitted before the license expiration date, accompanied by
evidence of completed CEUs and renewal fees. Failure to renew on time may result in additional
penalties or the need for reinstatement procedures.

Scope of Practice and Professional Standards
The South Carolina SLP license defines the scope of practice permitted for licensed speech-language
pathologists and emphasizes adherence to ethical and professional standards.

Scope of Practice
Licensed SLPs in South Carolina are authorized to evaluate, diagnose, and treat communication and
swallowing disorders in individuals across the lifespan. This includes disorders related to speech,
language, voice, fluency, cognitive-communication, and feeding/swallowing functions.



Professional and Ethical Standards
License holders must comply with the ethical guidelines established by the South Carolina Board of
Examiners in Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, as well as national standards such as those
promulgated by ASHA. These standards address patient confidentiality, professional conduct, and
competency requirements.

Temporary Permits and Reciprocity
South Carolina offers options for temporary licensure and facilitates licensure for out-of-state
speech-language pathologists through reciprocity agreements.

Temporary Permits
A temporary permit may be issued to applicants who have completed their education and
examinations but are still completing their Clinical Fellowship or awaiting final documentation. This
permit allows limited practice under supervision for a designated period.

Reciprocity for Out-of-State SLPs
Speech-language pathologists licensed in other states may apply for licensure by reciprocity if they
meet South Carolina’s licensure criteria. This process requires submission of verification from the
original licensing state, proof of meeting educational and examination standards, and compliance
with South Carolina’s professional requirements.

Application Requirements for Reciprocity
Applicants for reciprocity must provide:

Current license verification from the original state

Documentation of education and clinical fellowship

Passing Praxis exam scores

Criminal background check

Payment of applicable fees

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the basic requirements to obtain a South Carolina
SLP license?
To obtain a South Carolina SLP license, applicants must have a master's degree in speech-language
pathology from an accredited program, complete a supervised clinical fellowship, pass the Praxis
exam in speech-language pathology, and submit an application with the required fees to the South
Carolina Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology.

How do I apply for a Speech-Language Pathology license in
South Carolina?
You can apply for an SLP license in South Carolina by submitting a completed application form to
the South Carolina Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, along with
official transcripts, proof of completing a clinical fellowship, Praxis exam scores, background check,
and paying the applicable fees.

Is a clinical fellowship mandatory for South Carolina SLP
licensure?
Yes, South Carolina requires completion of a supervised clinical fellowship, typically 36 weeks of
full-time professional experience, as part of the licensure process for speech-language pathologists.

What is the cost of obtaining an SLP license in South
Carolina?
The initial application fee for an SLP license in South Carolina is approximately $150, with
additional fees for background checks and license renewal. Exact fees can be confirmed on the
South Carolina Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology website.

How often must I renew my South Carolina SLP license?
South Carolina SLP licenses must be renewed every two years. Licensees are required to complete
continuing education requirements and submit a renewal application with the appropriate fee before
the expiration date.

What are the continuing education requirements for South
Carolina SLP license renewal?
Licensed SLPs in South Carolina must complete a minimum of 20 hours of continuing education
every two years, including at least 2 hours in ethics, to maintain their license.

Can I practice as an SLP in South Carolina with a license from
another state?
South Carolina does not have full licensure reciprocity, but it may grant licensure by endorsement if
your out-of-state license meets South Carolina's requirements. You must apply to the South Carolina
Board and provide documentation of your credentials and licensure.



What exams are required for South Carolina SLP licensure?
Applicants for South Carolina SLP licensure must pass the Praxis Speech-Language Pathology exam,
administered by the Educational Testing Service (ETS). The passing score is determined by the
South Carolina Board.

Where can I find official information and application forms for
South Carolina SLP licensure?
Official information, application forms, and licensing requirements for speech-language pathologists
in South Carolina can be found on the South Carolina Department of Labor, Licensing and
Regulation website under the Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology
section.

Additional Resources
1. South Carolina Speech-Language Pathology Licensing Guide
This comprehensive guide covers all the essential steps and requirements for obtaining a speech-
language pathology license in South Carolina. It includes detailed information about the application
process, required exams, and continuing education. The book is ideal for new graduates and
professionals relocating to the state.

2. Exam Prep for South Carolina SLP Licensure
Focused specifically on preparing candidates for the South Carolina speech-language pathology
licensure exam, this book offers practice questions, test-taking strategies, and content reviews. It
aligns with state-specific regulations and the ASHA standards, ensuring thorough preparation for
success.

3. South Carolina Speech-Language Pathology Laws and Ethics
This book explores the legal and ethical considerations unique to practicing as an SLP in South
Carolina. It examines state statutes, licensing board rules, and professional ethical guidelines.
Perfect for practitioners who want to stay compliant and uphold high professional standards.

4. Clinical Practice Handbook for South Carolina SLPs
Designed for speech-language pathologists working in South Carolina, this handbook provides
practical advice for clinical settings, including schools, hospitals, and private practice. It highlights
state-specific protocols, documentation requirements, and culturally relevant communication
strategies.

5. Continuing Education and Professional Development for South Carolina SLPs
This resource outlines the continuing education requirements mandated by the South Carolina
Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology. It offers recommendations for
courses, workshops, and certifications that fulfill licensure renewal criteria, helping professionals
maintain their credentials.

6. Starting Your Speech-Language Pathology Career in South Carolina
Aimed at new graduates and early-career SLPs, this book provides insights into job hunting,
licensing, and building a successful practice in South Carolina. It includes tips on networking,
understanding state regulations, and finding mentorship opportunities within the state.



7. South Carolina SLP Supervision and Mentorship Guide
This guide is tailored for licensed speech-language pathologists who supervise clinical fellows or
students in South Carolina. It covers state requirements for supervision, best practices in
mentorship, and ways to support professional growth while complying with licensing board policies.

8. Telepractice for South Carolina Speech-Language Pathologists
As telehealth becomes more prevalent, this book addresses the specific rules and guidelines for
providing speech-language pathology services via telepractice in South Carolina. It discusses
licensure implications, technology considerations, and ethical issues relevant to remote service
delivery.

9. South Carolina Speech-Language Pathology Licensing Exam Secrets
This insider’s guide reveals tips, common pitfalls, and strategies for passing the South Carolina SLP
licensing exam. It includes detailed content reviews, practice questions, and advice from licensed
professionals who have successfully navigated the process.
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