subaru forester 2014 problems

subaru forester 2014 problems have been a topic of discussion among owners and automotive
experts alike. This model year of the Subaru Forester, while popular for its reliability and performance,
has experienced certain issues that potential buyers and current owners should be aware of.
Understanding these common problems can help in maintenance, repairs, and making informed
decisions about ownership. This article delves into the primary concerns associated with the 2014
Forester, including engine troubles, transmission issues, electrical defects, and more. Additionally, it
provides insight into the frequency and severity of these problems, as well as recommended solutions
and preventative measures. The following sections will explore these topics in detail to give a
comprehensive overview of the Subaru Forester 2014 problems.

Engine and Performance Issues

Transmission and Drivetrain Concerns

Electrical System Problems

Interior and Comfort-Related Complaints

Safety Recalls and Manufacturer Responses

Engine and Performance Issues

The engine is the heart of any vehicle, and concerns with the Subaru Forester 2014 problems often
involve engine performance and reliability. Many owners have reported issues ranging from oil
consumption to engine knocking and stalling.

Excessive Oil Consumption

A significant number of 2014 Forester owners have experienced excessive oil consumption. This
problem not only leads to increased maintenance costs but also raises concerns about potential
engine damage if oil levels are not regularly monitored and maintained. The issue is typically linked to
piston ring wear and inadequate sealing within the engine.

Engine Knocking and Noise

Engine knocking or tapping noises have been reported, sometimes accompanied by a loss of power or
hesitation during acceleration. This symptom can indicate problems such as worn bearings, valve
lifter issues, or improper combustion. Addressing these noises promptly is crucial to prevent more
severe engine damage.



Stalling and Rough Idling

Some owners have noted instances of stalling or rough idling, especially when the engine is cold or
under load. These symptoms may be caused by faulty sensors, fuel delivery problems, or ignition
system failures. Proper diagnostic testing is recommended to identify the root cause accurately.

Transmission and Drivetrain Concerns

The Subaru Forester 2014 problems also extend to the transmission and drivetrain components,
which are critical for smooth and reliable vehicle operation. Issues in this area can significantly affect
driving experience and vehicle longevity.

CVT Transmission Issues

One of the most frequently reported problems involves the Continuously Variable Transmission (CVT).
Owners have experienced shuddering, slipping, or delayed engagement when shifting gears. These
symptoms suggest potential CVT belt wear or hydraulic system malfunctions. Subaru has issued
updates and recalls to address some of these concerns, but ongoing vigilance is advised.

Drivetrain Noise and Vibration

Unusual noises or vibrations emanating from the drivetrain, particularly during acceleration or
turning, have been reported. These problems may stem from worn CV joints, differential issues, or
axle shaft problems. Regular inspection and maintenance can help mitigate these risks.

Electrical System Problems

Electrical malfunctions are another area where Subaru Forester 2014 problems have been
documented. These issues can range from minor annoyances to significant safety hazards if left
unresolved.

Battery Drain and Charging Problems

Several reports indicate battery drain issues, where the battery discharges rapidly or fails to hold a
charge. This can be caused by parasitic electrical draws, alternator failure, or defective wiring. Timely
diagnosis and repair are essential to prevent unexpected breakdowns.

Malfunctioning Dashboard and Warning Lights

Owners have also experienced erratic behavior of dashboard instruments and warning lights,
including the check engine light illuminating without clear causes. These symptoms often point to
sensor malfunctions, software glitches, or wiring faults. Diagnostic scans and software updates may
resolve these problems.



Interior and Comfort-Related Complaints

While performance and mechanical reliability are critical, many Subaru Forester 2014 problems also
relate to interior features and comfort, which impact the overall ownership experience.

Premature Wear of Upholstery and Trim

Some owners have reported premature wear and tear on seats, door panels, and dashboard
materials. This can result from material quality issues or exposure to environmental factors.
Maintaining interior cleanliness and using protective products can prolong interior life.

Climate Control and HVAC Issues

Problems with the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) system have been noted, such as
inconsistent temperature regulation or blower motor failures. These issues can reduce cabin comfort
and require professional repair to restore proper function.

Safety Recalls and Manufacturer Responses

In response to various Subaru Forester 2014 problems, the manufacturer has issued recalls and
service bulletins to address safety and reliability concerns. Staying informed about these recalls is
essential for vehicle safety and compliance.

Recall on Fuel Pump and Engine Components

One notable recall involved the fuel pump, which posed a risk of engine stalling and potential
accidents. Subaru has provided free repairs and replacements for affected units under warranty.

Software Updates and Technical Service Bulletins

Subaru has released several technical service bulletins (TSBs) that offer guidance on diagnosing and
fixing known issues, including transmission recalibrations and electrical system updates. These
measures reflect the manufacturer's commitment to resolving common problems proactively.

Owner Responsibilities and Recommendations

To ensure ongoing safety and performance, owners should:

e Regularly check for open recalls and schedule necessary repairs
e Maintain routine servicing according to Subaru guidelines

e Report unusual symptoms promptly to authorized service centers



e Keep detailed maintenance records for warranty and resale purposes

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the common engine problems in the 2014 Subaru
Forester?

The 2014 Subaru Forester is known to have issues with excessive oil consumption in some models, as
well as occasional head gasket leaks.

Does the 2014 Subaru Forester have transmission problems?

Some owners have reported rough shifting and hesitation in the CVT (Continuously Variable
Transmission) on the 2014 Subaru Forester, but widespread issues are not common.

Are there any known issues with the 2014 Subaru Forester's
suspension?

A few owners have experienced premature wear of suspension components like struts and bushings,
which can lead to a rougher ride or noise.

Is the 2014 Subaru Forester prone to electrical problems?

There have been occasional reports of electrical issues such as problems with the infotainment
system, battery drain, or malfunctioning sensors.

What safety recalls exist for the 2014 Subaru Forester?

The 2014 Forester has had recalls related to the airbag system, specifically the Takata airbag inflator
recall, which affected many Subaru models from that year.

How reliable is the 2014 Subaru Forester overall?

The 2014 Subaru Forester is generally considered reliable, but potential buyers should be aware of
issues like oil consumption and check maintenance history.

Do 2014 Subaru Forester models have problems with
excessive oil consumption?

Yes, some 2014 Forester models, especially those with the 2.5L engine, have been reported to
consume oil at a higher rate than expected.



Are there any problems with the 2014 Forester's brakes?

Some owners have reported premature wear of brake pads and rotors, but overall brake system
problems are not widespread.

Does the 2014 Subaru Forester have issues with the CVT
transmission overheating?

While not common, there have been isolated reports of CVT overheating, especially in heavy-duty or
off-road use conditions.

What should | check when buying a used 2014 Subaru
Forester to avoid common problems?

Inspect for oil consumption signs, check for any outstanding recalls, test the transmission for smooth
shifting, and review maintenance records focusing on head gasket and suspension conditions.

Additional Resources

1. Common Issues with the 2014 Subaru Forester: A Comprehensive Guide

This book dives into the most frequently reported problems with the 2014 Subaru Forester. It covers
engine troubles, transmission quirks, and electrical system glitches in detail. Readers will find
troubleshooting tips and advice on when to seek professional repairs. The guide is perfect for Forester
owners aiming to maintain their vehicle proactively.

2. 2014 Subaru Forester Maintenance and Problem-Solving Manual

Designed as a hands-on manual, this book helps owners identify and fix common mechanical and
electrical issues. It includes step-by-step instructions for DIY repairs and preventative maintenance
tasks. The manual emphasizes cost-effective solutions to extend the car’s lifespan and improve
reliability.

3. Engine and Transmission Problems in the 2014 Subaru Forester

Focusing specifically on the heart of the vehicle, this book explores engine performance issues and
transmission malfunctions reported by 2014 Forester drivers. It explains the causes of these problems
and suggests diagnostic methods. The book also discusses warranty coverage and recalls related to
these components.

4. Electrical System Failures in the 2014 Subaru Forester: Diagnosis and Repair

This detailed guide addresses the electrical problems common in the 2014 Forester, such as battery
drain, faulty sensors, and wiring defects. It provides troubleshooting flowcharts and repair techniques
tailored for both novices and experienced mechanics. The book aims to help owners restore electrical
reliability efficiently.

5. 2014 Subaru Forester: Recalls, Service Bulletins, and Known Defects

A thorough compilation of all recalls and service bulletins issued for the 2014 Subaru Forester, this
book helps owners stay informed about manufacturer-identified issues. It explains the scope of each
recall, the potential safety risks, and the recommended corrective actions. The book also advises on
how to navigate dealership repairs and warranty claims.



6. Suspension and Steering Concerns in the 2014 Subaru Forester

This book explores problems related to the suspension and steering systems that affect ride quality
and handling in the 2014 Forester. It outlines common symptoms, such as unusual noises and poor
alignment, and offers guidance on inspections and repairs. The text is supplemented with diagrams
and maintenance schedules.

7. Subaru Forester 2014: Interior and Comfort Issues Explained

Focusing on the cabin experience, this book discusses frequent complaints about interior components
like the infotainment system, air conditioning, and seat durability. It provides practical advice for
diagnosing and resolving these comfort-related problems. The book also reviews aftermarket
solutions to enhance the vehicle’s interior.

8. Long-Term Ownership Challenges of the 2014 Subaru Forester

This title addresses the issues that tend to emerge as the 2014 Forester ages, including rust, wear
and tear, and declining fuel efficiency. It offers strategies for sustaining vehicle performance and
value over time. The author includes owner testimonials and expert recommendations for long-term
care.

9. Subaru Forester 2014 Problem Solver: Expert Tips and User Experiences

Combining professional insights with real owner experiences, this book provides a well-rounded look
at troubleshooting and resolving 2014 Forester problems. It highlights lesser-known issues and shares
effective remedies. The book is an engaging resource for both new and seasoned Forester drivers
seeking practical solutions.
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