
tear down this wall speech transcript

tear down this wall speech transcript is one of the most iconic and historically significant
speeches of the 20th century. Delivered by President Ronald Reagan on June 12, 1987, at the
Brandenburg Gate near the Berlin Wall, this speech symbolized a strong stance against the division
of East and West Berlin during the Cold War. The phrase "tear down this wall" became a powerful
call for freedom and the eventual reunification of Germany. This article explores the full transcript of
the speech, its historical context, and its lasting impact on international relations and the Cold War
era. It also examines the speech’s rhetorical elements and the role it played in shaping public
opinion and political discourse. Finally, the article provides an overview of the legacy and symbolism
behind Reagan’s famous phrase.
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Historical Context of the Tear Down This Wall Speech
The tear down this wall speech transcript cannot be fully appreciated without understanding the
historical backdrop against which it was delivered. In 1961, the Berlin Wall was erected by the East
German government, supported by the Soviet Union, to prevent East Berliners from fleeing to West
Berlin. This physical barrier became the most potent symbol of the Cold War, representing the
ideological divide between communism and democracy. By the mid-1980s, tensions between the
United States and the Soviet Union remained high, but changes in Soviet leadership under Mikhail
Gorbachev introduced new opportunities for dialogue and reform. President Ronald Reagan’s speech
at the Brandenburg Gate was a direct challenge to Soviet policies and an appeal for freedom and
unity in Germany and beyond.

Cold War Tensions and the Berlin Wall
The Berlin Wall divided families and restricted freedom for millions of Germans. It was a stark
reminder of the geopolitical struggle between the Eastern Bloc and Western democracies. The Cold
War era was characterized by political hostility, military competition, and ideological conflict.
Reagan’s call to "tear down this wall" was a bold statement against the oppressive regime that the
wall represented.



Mikhail Gorbachev and the New Political Climate
By 1987, Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev was promoting policies like glasnost (openness) and
perestroika (restructuring), signaling a shift toward more openness and reform in the USSR.
Reagan’s address acknowledged these changes but also underscored the need for tangible actions to
dismantle barriers like the Berlin Wall that hindered freedom.

Full Transcript of the Tear Down This Wall Speech
The tear down this wall speech transcript captures the essence of President Reagan’s message and
the urgency of the moment. Delivered on June 12, 1987, the speech includes pointed remarks
addressed to the Soviet Union, particularly to General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev, urging
cooperation and the removal of the Berlin Wall.

Key excerpts from the transcript illustrate the speech’s forceful tone and its vision for a united
Berlin:

"Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!"

"We welcome change and openness; for we believe that freedom and security go together, that
the advance of human liberty can only strengthen the cause of world peace."

"The wall is the most obvious and vivid demonstration of the failures of the Communist
system."

The full transcript extends beyond this moment, addressing the broader themes of liberty, peace,
and the responsibilities of global leadership during a critical juncture in history.

Contextual Highlights of the Transcript
Throughout

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Tear Down This Wall' speech?
The 'Tear Down This Wall' speech is a famous address delivered by U.S. President Ronald Reagan on
June 12, 1987, at the Brandenburg Gate near the Berlin Wall, calling for the Soviet Union to remove
the Berlin Wall and allow freedom in Eastern Europe.

Where and when was the 'Tear Down This Wall' speech



delivered?
The speech was delivered at the Brandenburg Gate in West Berlin on June 12, 1987.

What was the main message of the 'Tear Down This Wall'
speech?
The main message was a direct challenge to Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to dismantle the Berlin
Wall, symbolizing the end of division and oppression in Europe and promoting freedom and unity.

Why is the 'Tear Down This Wall' speech historically
significant?
The speech is historically significant because it marked a bold stance against the Soviet Union
during the Cold War and is credited with putting pressure on the Soviets, contributing to the
eventual fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989.

Can I find the full transcript of the 'Tear Down This Wall'
speech online?
Yes, the full transcript of Ronald Reagan's 'Tear Down This Wall' speech is widely available online
through official archives, historical websites, and educational resources.

How did the Soviet Union react to the 'Tear Down This Wall'
speech?
The Soviet Union initially dismissed the speech as provocative, but it increased international and
internal pressure for reform, eventually leading to policies like Glasnost and Perestroika under
Gorbachev, which contributed to the wall's fall.

Additional Resources
1. “Tear Down This Wall: Reagan, Gorbachev, and the End of the Cold War”
This book delves into the pivotal moment when President Ronald Reagan challenged Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev to dismantle the Berlin Wall. It explores the political climate, diplomatic
negotiations, and the speech’s profound impact on the Cold War’s conclusion. Through detailed
historical analysis, readers gain insight into the courage and strategy behind this iconic address.

2. “The Berlin Wall: A World Divided, 1961-1989”
Focusing on the history of the Berlin Wall, this book chronicles its construction, symbolism, and
eventual fall. The narrative contextualizes Reagan’s “Tear Down This Wall” speech within the
broader struggle between East and West Germany. It offers personal stories and political
developments that highlight the human cost of division.

3. “Reagan’s Rhetoric: The Power of Words in the Cold War”
This volume examines Ronald Reagan’s speeches and communication style during his presidency,
emphasizing how his rhetoric shaped international relations. The book analyzes the “Tear Down This



Wall” speech as a masterclass in political oratory that galvanized public opinion and influenced
Soviet policy. It provides insights into the art of persuasive leadership.

4. “Gorbachev and the Shaping of the Post-Cold War World”
Exploring the role of Mikhail Gorbachev, this book discusses his reforms and willingness to engage
with the West, which set the stage for the Berlin Wall’s fall. It includes an analysis of how Reagan’s
speech challenged and complemented Gorbachev’s policies. The book offers a balanced view of both
leaders’ contributions to ending the Cold War.

5. “The Cold War Speeches That Changed History”
This collection features key speeches from the Cold War era, including Reagan’s “Tear Down This
Wall” address. Each speech is accompanied by historical context and commentary on its
significance. Readers can understand how words shaped the ideological battle between democracy
and communism.

6. “Berlin 1987: A City on the Brink”
Set against the backdrop of Berlin in the late 1980s, this book captures the tension and hope leading
up to the famous speech. It provides a vivid portrayal of the city’s divided communities and the
political stakes involved. The narrative highlights how Reagan’s challenge to Gorbachev resonated
with Berliners and the world.

7. “From Iron Curtain to Open Door: The Fall of Communism in Europe”
This book traces the decline of communist regimes across Eastern Europe, with a focus on symbolic
moments like the “Tear Down This Wall” speech. It examines the interconnected events and leaders
who contributed to the peaceful end of the Cold War division. The work emphasizes the role of
public courage and international diplomacy.

8. “Leadership in Crisis: Reagan’s Presidency and the Cold War”
Analyzing Ronald Reagan’s leadership during critical moments of the Cold War, this book highlights
his strategic decisions and public addresses. The “Tear Down This Wall” speech is featured as a
defining instance of his approach to confronting authoritarianism. The book offers lessons on
leadership under pressure and international negotiation.

9. “The Fall of the Berlin Wall: Stories of Hope and Freedom”
Through personal testimonies and historical analysis, this book recounts the events surrounding the
Berlin Wall’s fall. It captures the emotions and aspirations of those who lived through the division
and celebrated its end. Reagan’s speech is presented as a catalyst that inspired many to believe in
the possibility of unity and freedom.
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